
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 5, 2026 

 

WELCOME! We are blessed to worship with you today!  
If you are visiting, we are delighted that you’re here. If you have any 

questions, please ask anyone near you. To find out everything going on 
at St. Paul’s, visit www.stpaulsokc.com.  

 

Today’s altar flowers are in honor of Kent & Nancy Wallace’s 26th anniversary.  
Happy anniversary! 

SERVING TODAY:  
Reader:            Ann Caine 
Prayer Leader:           Paula Schopflin 
Ushers:               Ron Jantz, Allen Baker, Will Koski, Mark Mitchell, Bob Pirog & Corey Grubb 
Children’s Message:        Jill Nobles-Botkin 
Altar Guild:            Susi Laflin 
Communion Assistants: Carolyn Behrens 
Video assistant:           Tracy Caine 
Acolyte & Crucifer:          Olivia & Luke Baker 

 

PRELUDE:   Ron Wallace 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Pause for silent reflection) 
Gracious God,  
Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you and uphold us by your Spirit, so 
that we may serve you in the newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior. Amen. 
 

God who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together in 
Christ. By grace we have been saved and in the name of Christ your sins are forgiven. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN: #774     What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 
What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms.  
 

Refrain: Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms; 
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Refrain 
 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Refrain. 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also, with you. 

http://www.stpaulsokc.com/


 
 

Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, 
and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Zechariah 9:9-12 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10He 
will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be 
cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from 
the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I 
will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
today I declare that I will restore to you double.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God! 

 



PSALM 145:8-14 
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9LORD, you are good to all, 
 and your compassion is over all your works. 
10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
 and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
 and speak of your power, 
12that all people may know of your power 
 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
 You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
 and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 

SECOND READING  Romans 7:15-25a 
15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I who do it 
but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my 
flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19For I do not do the good I 
want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do 
it but sin that dwells within me. 
21So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in 
the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my 
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched person that I am! 
Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION- (Please stand)   Alleluia! 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord  

 

GOSPEL READING   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
16“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling 
to one another 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed and you did not mourn.’ 
18“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Jill Nobles-Botkin 
SPECIAL MUSIC   Home (The Arms of God)   Nancy Krause 
MESSAGE             Pastor Stefanie Rowinski 
 



HYMN          As The Deer    
As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul longeth after thee. 

You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship thee.  
 

Refrain: You alone are my strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship thee. 

 

You’re my friend and you are my brother, even though you are a king. 
I love you more than any other, so much more than anything. Refrain. 

 

I want you more than gold or silver only you can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy giver, and the apple of my eye. Refrain 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy.” (Brief silence.) For the holy Church of 
God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at the day of your coming, 
for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may be 
one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and 
freedom of every person, and all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in 
danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For this congregation for those who are present here or online and for those who are absent, that we 
may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to you, 
O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended, we pray 
to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives, 
we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that 
being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you alone, 
that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life 
eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 



Lord, have mercy. 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 
life to Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God. 
For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you.  And also, with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth through Jesus Christ our Lord. For you are the source of light and life; you 
made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 
this hymn to the glory of your Name:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to all of them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

…By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. AMEN 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS 
 

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you 
have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To 
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 



THE BLESSING 

May the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. Amen.  
 

POSTLUDE   Ron Wallace 
 

SENDING - Go in Peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 

Please note there is no offertory during service, our offering plates are located at the back of 
the sanctuary, or you can give online using the link on our website, www.stpaulsokc.com. 

 
 

 
 

Music reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright (c) 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 14205-LIT. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 

TOILETRIES FOR THE FOOD PANTRY 
We have a need for toiletries for the food pantry. Full size, travel size and even hotel toiletries are 

welcome. Please consider including these items as you shop for donation for our food pantry. 
Questions: contact Alana Adair. 

 

 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 
JULY 

 
7/2- Office closed – Independence Day (Observed) 

 
7/5- 9:30- Worship 

7/7- Exec. Board Meeting 
7/8-10- MS Mission trip 

 
7/12- 9:30- Worship 

 
7/19- 9:30- Worship 

7/18-25- HS Mission Trip 
 

7/26- 9:30- Worship 
 


