
17th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

September 20, 2026 
 

WELCOME! We are blessed to worship with you today!  
If you are visiting, we are delighted that you’re here. If you have any 

questions, please ask anyone near you. To find out everything going on at 
St. Paul’s, visit www.stpaulsokc.com.  

 

SERVING TODAY:  
Reader:      Joyce Martin 
Prayer Leader:    Paula Schopflin 
Ushers:    Tony Nutter, Steve Botkin, Micah Moeller, Bill Schopflin & Rex Bross  
Children’s Message:  Kristin Grubb 
Altar Guild:      Diane Dewing 
Communion Assistants: Tom Todd, Alana & Robert Adair, Joyce Martin, Paula Schopflin and 

Abby & Maelee Moeller 
Video assistant:     Rick Ayling 
Acolyte & Crucifer:    Viktor Teske & Jane Green 
 

PRELUDE:   Ron Wallace 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Pause for silent reflection) 
Gracious God,  
Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion, 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 
failed to do. Turn us again to you and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may serve 
you in the newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 

God who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together in 
Christ. By grace we have been saved and in the name of Christ your sins are forgiven. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN:          #576      We All Are One In Mission  
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, 
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single great commission compels us from above 
to plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We all are called for service, to witness in God’s name.  
Our ministries are diff’rent; our purpose is the same: 

to touch the lives of others with God’s surprising grace, 
so ev’ry folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace. 

 
Now let us be united, and let our song be heard. 

Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming Word. 
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, 
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 

 

The Lord be with you.  
And also, with you. 

http://www.stpaulsokc.com/


Kyrie 3 & 4 

 
Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us, your servants. Because 
we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Jonah 3:10-4:11 
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the 
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it. 
 

4But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! 
Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, 
for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and 
relenting from punishment. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die 
than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and 
sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see 
what would become of the city. 
6The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save 
him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, 
God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a 
sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might 
die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough 
to die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which 
you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned 
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who 
do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?” 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 



PSALM 145:1-8 
1I will exalt you, my God and king, 
 and bless your name forever and ever. 
2Every day will I bless you 
 and praise your name forever and ever. 
3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 
 There is no end to your greatness. 
4One generation shall praise your works to another 
 and shall declare your power. 
5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
 and all your marvelous works. 
6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
 and I will recount your greatness. 
7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
 they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

SECOND READING  Philippians 3:4b-14 
4…If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a 
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold of that 
for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, 
but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I 
press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION- (Please stand)   Alleluia! 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord  
 

GOSPEL READING   Matthew 20:1-16 
20“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for 
his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and he said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went 
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and 
found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to 
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with 
the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a 
denarius. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received 
a denarius. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked 
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with 
me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 
15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and he first will be last.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Kristin Grubb 
SPECIAL MUSIC   Here I Am Lord   SPLC Adult Choir 
MESSAGE     Pastor Stefanie Rowinski  
 

HYMN  #712  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  vs 1, 3 & 4 
Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 

who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose ev’ry gift which you impart. 
 

As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light 
in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 
making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 

stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 
 

Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 

hope and health, good-will and comfort, counsel, aid and peace we give, 
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to 
judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Father, we pray for your holy Christian Church; 

That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, 
illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be 
known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you.  And also, with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to the glory of your Name:     

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to all of them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

…By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. AMEN 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS 
 

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you 
have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To 
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 

May the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE   Ron Wallace 
 

SENDING - Go in Peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Please note there is no offertory during service, our offering plates are located at the back of the 
sanctuary, or you can give online using the link on our website, www.stpaulsokc.com. 

 
Music reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright (c) 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 14205-LIT. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS BEGIN! 
Join us Wednesday nights with the meal beginning at 5:45 and choir rehearsal, adult reading group 
and classes for all school ages beginning at 6:30. Reading group is reading “In His Steps” by Charles 

M. Sheldon. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSISTANCE 
Our younger Sunday school classes need a loving adult to aid the Teacher during class. The Teacher 

will prepare the lesson, you would aid them as they teach and encourage our children in their lesson. 
Would you be interested in serving once or twice a month? Let Pastor Stefanie or Sarah Baker know! 

 
FOOD PANTRY HELP 

There is a constant need for food/monetary donations to keep the food stocked! Please consider 
writing a check or bringing non-perishable, non-expired food! We also need a few people to help 

stock the food pantry 10/15 – 10/18. If you can help, contact Alana Adair at 405-312-9476 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING DATES 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

 
9/20 – 9:30 – Worship & Education 

4 pm – Adult Choir Pool Party @ Todd’s 
9/21 – Canticle Ringers 
9/22 – Twilight Tones Resume 
9/23 – Wednesday Night Activities 
 5:45 – Meal – Walking tacos 
 6:30 – Education & Choir Rehearsal 

 
9/27 – 9:30 – Worship & Education 
9/28 – Canticle Ringers 
9/29 – Twilight Tones 
9/30 – Wednesday Night Activities 
 5:45 – Meal - TBA 
 6:30 – Education & Choir Rehearsal 

 


