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Mission

Newspapers Atlantic is a non-profit industry 
association whose core focus is to advocate 
for the relevance and usefulness of local 
journalism. 

Collectively, our members distribute 
400,000 printed newspapers across more 
than 300 Atlantic Canadian communities. 
They receive over 650,000 weekly website 
visitors and connect with one million social 
media followers. 

Local journalism strengthens our 
communities by reflecting the voices, 
concerns and stories of local people back to 
each other in ways that build connection. 

The most important function of journalism is 
to convey information. 
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EXCELLENCE
General

The General Excellence Awards recognize the best all around member newspapers in Atlantic Canada 
based on two circulation classes.  

CLASS ONE FINALISTS: 

Annapolis Valley Register - First Place 

The judge said: We live in a visual age. Stories augmented by compelling photos or graphic elements are 
apt to be read, and remembered, over paragraphs of densely packed text. The Annapolis Valley Register 
has maximized the effects of this trend. Their visual appeal is greater than the sum of expressive 
photography and tidy layout; coupled with stellar content. The newspaper does a lot of things really well, 
not the least of which are consistent coverage of local community news and related content, and a fully-
engaged sports section. 

Valley Journal-Advertiser - Second Place 

The judge said: The stunning photos, airy layouts and compelling features found in the Valley Journal-
Advertiser are a product of award-winning decision making, which succeeds not only in turning judges’ 
heads but in keeping readers turning pages longer than they might have. “Serious news told well” was the 
first note I jotted while examining the Valley Journal-Advertiser. It is the lasting impression as well. Bravo 
on a well-deserved finish.  

The Pictou Advocate - Third Place 

The judge said: In a word: functional. Or useful. Take your pick. In this day of diverse information streams 
and a trend in community journalism toward replacing local news with regional content, this is a high 
compliment to pay an enduring community newspaper. Rooted in tradition but at home in the day, the 
Advocate goes about its business of informing readers and alerting the community to the existence of 
products and services with authority and dignity. It achieves “newsiness” and “community engagement” 
without relying on riots of colour or layout calisthenics to attract attention. There’s a place for a newspaper 
like this: the winner’s circle. 
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EXCELLENCE
General

The General Excellence Awards recognize the best all around member newspapers in Atlantic Canada 
based on two circulation classes.  

CLASS ONE SCORING:

NEWSPAPER FRONT PAGE 15% COMMUNITY NEWS 15% EDITORIAL PAGE AND OP-ED 10% PRESENTATION 10% PHOTOGRAPHY 10% ADVERTISING CONTENT 10% ADVERTISING DESIGN 10% CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 5% LOCAL FEATURES 5% SPORTS 5% PRODUCTION QUALITY 5% TOTAL 100%

Annapolis Valley Register 14% 13% 8% 9% 9% 6% 8% 3% 4% 4% 4% 82%

Valley Journal Advertiser 13% 12% 8% 8% 9% 6% 8% 3% 4% 4% 5% 80%

Pictou Advocate 11% 13% 8% 8% 6% 7% 6% 3% 4% 3% 4% 73%

Carbonear Compass 10% 13% 8% 8% 7% 6% 7% 3% 3% 3% 3% 71%

Clarenville Packet 10% 11% 8% 8% 7% 8% 7% 3% 3% 2% 4% 71%

Victoria Standard 11% 11% 8% 8% 6% 6% 6% 3% 4% 1% 4% 68%

Port Hawkesbury Reporter 9% 11% 8% 7% 6% 6% 6% 3% 2% 2% 3% 63%

Bass River Shoreline Journal 8% 12% 8% 6% 5% 8% 6% 3% 1% 0% 3% 60%

Guysborough Journal 10% 10% 7% 7% 6% 6% 5% 2% 2% 0% 3% 58%

1

Annapolis Valley Register  

First Place

Valley Journal-Advertiser 

Second Place

Pictou Advocate 

Third Place
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EXCELLENCE
General

The General Excellence Awards recognize the best all around member newspapers in Atlantic Canada 
based on two circulation classes.  

CLASS TWO FINALISTS: 

Tri-County Vanguard - First Place 

The judge said: A newspaper willing to devote space to big, bright, bold and beautiful photography will 
command attention every time. But when those visuals consistently direct the eye into the stories they 
were intended to illustrate you know you’re dealing with a purpose-driven newspaper. The Tri-County 
Vanguard presents community news really well, but also delivers intriguing feature choices, yields its 
opinion pages to multiple voices and delivers useful advertising and functional classifieds its readers can 
use.  

Acadie Nouvelle - Second Place 

The judge said: Acadie Nouvelle is an all-around standout newspaper, with its strength being in the 
diversity of news stories, perspectives and features that give the local French community a well-rounded 
picture of the world both at home and at large. Layout decisions that are well-suited to the compact 
tabloid format and generous use of colour add to the attractive presentation. Advertising, diverse and well 
presented, is geared to the local market. 

Tatamagouche Light - Third Place 

The judge said: The Tatamagouche Light had me at the front page, and it didn’t disappoint from there. It, 
too, seems quite comfortable in its tabloid skin. Sensible layout, ordered content in clearly defined 
sections and consumable-at-a-glance advertising content contribute to a tidy over-all package.  



 

 

Tri-County Vanguard 

First Place

Acadie Nouvelle 

Second Place

Tatamagouche Light 

Third Place
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EXCELLENCE
General

The General Excellence Awards recognize the best all around member newspapers in Atlantic Canada 
based on two circulation classes.  

CLASS TWO SCORING:

NEWSPAPER FRONT PAGE 15% COMMUNITY NEWS 15% EDITORIAL PAGE AND OP-ED 10% PRESENTATION 10% PHOTOGRAPHY 10% ADVERTISING CONTENT 10% ADVERTISING DESIGN 10% CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 5% LOCAL FEATURES 5% SPORTS 5% PRODUCTION QUALITY 5% TOTAL 100%

Tri-County Vanguard 12% 13% 9% 9% 9% 8% 8% 4% 5% 4% 5% 87%

Acadie Nouvelle 12% 14% 8% 9% 8% 8% 7% 3% 4% 5% 3% 81%

Tatamagouche Light 14% 12% 8% 8% 8% 9% 8% 3% 4% 0% 5% 79%

Alberton West Prince Graphic 12% 10% 10% 9% 8% 7% 8% 4% 3% 2% 5% 78%

Lighthouse Now Progress Bulletin 10% 11% 8% 7% 7% 7% 7% 5% 4% 4% 3% 73%

Montague Eastern Graphic 10% 9% 9% 7% 7% 7% 8% 4% 4% 3% 4% 72%

Central Voice 11% 11% 7% 7% 6% 7% 7% 4% 4% 3% 4% 71%

Truro Hub Now 7% 12% 7% 8% 7% 9% 8% 3% 4% 2% 4% 71%

Inverness Oran 9% 10% 7% 6% 5% 6% 5% 4% 3% 3% 2% 60%

1
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Jackie Jardine, Editor of  The Pictou Advocate.

Jackie got her start as a reporter photographer in 1989 with the Evening News in New 
Glasgow. Throughout her career Jackie has worked as a lifestyles editor, managing 
editor, news director and beginning in 2010, the editor of the Pictou Advocate. Jackie is 
very involved in volunteer work throughout Pictou County, working with Habitat for 
Humanity, Big Brothers Big Sisters, United Way, Children’s Wish Foundation and the 
Riverfront Music Jubilee. 

WINNERS
Silver Quill

The Silver Quill Award recognizes service of 25 years or more. It is presented to an individual who has 
been actively engaged in the newspaper industry, and has made a substantial contribution to the 
newspaper industry.

Stephen Goodwin of Advocate Media

Stephen started his career in the newspaper industry in 1973 at the Amherst Daily News 
and Citizen. He also worked with the Evening News in New Glasgow and has worked 
with Advocate Media as a reporter since 2000. Stephen has served on the boards of 
Cumberland Mental Health, Windsor Elms and is a former president of the  Rotary Club 
of Pictou. In 1990 Stephen received the Dr. Don MacLean award for outstanding 
contribution to Atlantic University Sports and Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation 
award for support of school sports. Stephen won best national editorial award from the 
Atlantic Community Newspapers Association and in 2014 was inducted into the Pictou 
County Sports Hall of Fame.

Ken Partridge of Advocate Media
Ken graduated from the University of King’s College with a Bachelor of Journalism, 
Honours Degree in 1987. He has worked with TC Media as a Senior Editor managing the 
editorial department of the Western Nova Scotia News Group and since 2014 has been 
the Managing editor at Advocate Media. Ken is a board member and vice chair of the 
Canadian Association of Journalists, a former president of the Dunbrack Soccer Club, a 
recipient of the Media Partner of the Year award from the Nova Scotia SPCA, certificate 
of achievement from the Atlantic Journalism Awards. Ken is also a winner of the Nova 
Scotia Environment award for environmental reporting and has been recognized by the 
City of Halifax for Outstanding Community Service. 
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Judge’s Comments:  

Sara uses her 
photographic skills to 
make her photograph 
tell an interesting and 
unique story which 
draws ones’ attention.  

The perspective of the 
subject looking through 
the window of her 
miniature art room 
increases the interest of 
the photograph and tells 
everything one needs to 

know before reading a 
word of the article.  

The technical use of 
depth-of-field and 
composition helps to 
create this unique 
perspective. The use of 
the subject helps to 
juxtapose the scale of 
the miniature art while 
the eyes and smile 
shows a hint of 
mischievousness. 

Outstanding 
Feature Photo

Winner: Sara Ericsson  

Annapolis Valley Register
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Outstanding Feature Photo

Finalist: Kathy Johnson, Tri-County Vanguard 

Kathy uses patience and timing to make her photograph tell a story of a fun day in cold water. The 
composition of subject’s kayak and paddle fills the frame.  Kathy avoids the temptation to level the 
horizon which adds an extra level of interest and creativity to the photograph.  The technical use of 
fast shutter speed freezes the action and captures a moment in time that allows me to feel the chill of 
the water and the excitement of the rapids.

Outstanding Feature Photo 
Finalist: Sean MacDougall, Victoria Standard 

Sean uses clean lines and a big sky to allow his photograph to tell me a story of long summer 
days on the road.  The technical composition of the RV, level horizon and a big sky to allow 
one’s eyes to follow the hill in the background towards the sunset. Sean avoids the temptation 
to add more to the photograph which allows for pure simplicity. The clean composition brings 
peace and a nostalgic which makes one long to hit the open road.  
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Judge’s 
Comments:  

The judge said… 
Great use of 
artwork, and calls 
to action. The ad 

stands out on the 
page and 
captures the 
reader's attention. 
Well done!

Outstanding  
Ad Class 1

Winner: Helen Dalton 

Enfield Weekly Press
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Outstanding 
Ad Class 1

Finalist: Nicole Fawcett 

Port Hawkesbury Reporter 

Outstanding Ad Class 1
Finalist: Chris Reid 

Guysborough Journal 
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Judge’s 
Comments:  

Great submissions 
in this category. 

Excellent layout, 
tight copy and 
good use of colour 
image.

Outstanding  
Ad Class 2

Winner: Michele White 

Fall River Laker
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Outstanding 
Ad Class 2

Finalist: Vicki Hines 

LighthouseNOW Progress Bulletin 

A great use of colour, very clean layout.   

Outstanding Ad Class 2

Finalist: Diane Savoie 

Acadie Nouvelle 
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Judge’s Comments:  

The judge enjoyed this story 
about a tiny house developed 
out of a historic landmark, first, 
as a unique entry and, second, 
for a concise yet interesting 
presentation of a significant 

amount of information. Photos 
add to the interest. It was a 
pleasure to read about this 
project. 

Outstanding  
Feature Story

Winner: Carla Allen 

Tri-County Vanguard
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Outstanding  
Feature Story

Finalist: Jonathan Parsons 

Clarenville Packet 

First responder suicide is topical 
subject newspapers across Canada 
address, but this feature injects a 
truly human story into the mix. The 
reader begins to understand what 
first responders are exposed to and 
is set up to wonder what can be 
done to help those who are the 
helpers.  

Outstanding Feature Story
Finalist: Kathy Ehman  

Montague Eastern Graphic 

Nice solid lead – not trying too hard. This story makes us wish we had 
journeyed half a country away to catch the show before it closed. When 
people say they want positive stories, this is a perfect example. 
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Judge’s Comments:  

Graphic elements were well 
placed and balanced, creating 
visually stunning ads for 
989XFM. 

Outstanding  
Ad Campaign

Winner: Nicole Fawcett 

Port Hawkesbury Reporter

Judge’s Comments:  

Great flow of text and images. 
The ads in this campaign were 
prominent in delivering a clear 
message for The Tractor Dome. 

Outstanding  
Ad Campaign

Finalist: Michele White 

Enfield Weekly Press
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Outstanding  
Community Engagement

Winner: Acadie Nouvelle 

For Chronique Impact,  which showcases 
entrepreneurial and technology projects 
across schools in New Brunswick. This 
award recognizes a special service to the 
community by the newspaper and shows 
community leadership. Innovative idea, 
and of interest to readers.
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Outstanding  
Community Engagement

Finalist: Inverness Oran 

For Legion Cenotaph Project

Outstanding  
Community Engagement

Finalist: Shoreline Journal 

For Wheels to Meals Christmas Dinner
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Judge’s Comments:  

“Hitmen win championship”. 
What a great victory picture!  
The screaming yelling happy 
faces tells us the outcome of 
this game. The photographer 

was alert to anticipate and 
photograph the jubilant 
reaction of the players.  

Outstanding  
Sports Photo

Winner: Colin Chisholm 

Valley Journal-Advertiser
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Outstanding Sports Photo
Finalist: Heather Brimicombe 

Pictou Advocate 

The photographer captured peak action of this wrestling match for a very dramatic photo. Wrestling is 
always a challenge to shoot with action inside and outside the ring and the photographer rose to the 
challenge!

Outstanding Sports Photo
Finalist: Carole Morris-Underhill  

Valley Journal-Advertiser 

Perfect timing by the photographer to capture a moment of action.  The composition is well balanced 
and frames the central action well.  A great photo achievement in fast moving event. 
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Judge’s Comments:  

An accessible and enjoyable 
explanation of a little-known 
sport, built around a meaty 
personal profile, combining 
the excitement of sports 

journalism with the depth of 
a classic human-interest 
feature. Artfully 
complemented with lively, 
engaging photography that 
tells a story in its own right.

Outstanding  
Sports Story

Winner: Sara Ericsson  

Annapolis Valley Register
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Outstanding 
Sports Story

Finalist: Tina Comeau, Tri-County 
Vanguard 

Few Canadian sports subjects have been 
written about as much as the Humboldt 
crash this year, but Comeau brings a new 
personal angle with warmth and local 
context. 

Outstanding 
Sports Story
Finalist: Stephen Goodwin 

Pictou Advocate 

Goodwin crafts a lively and fast-paced 
description that puts readers in the 
scene, strongly evoking place and 
personalities, while placing the event 
in a larger context. A clean, textbook 
sports photo completes the package. 
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Outstanding Circulation Promotion

Winner: Nicole Fawcett, Port Hawkesbury Reporter 

Wow. What a great idea.  Drives subscriptions, while sharing your award wins with the community. 

Outstanding  
Circulation Promotion

Finalist: Maurice Rees, Shoreline Journal 

Purchase a subscription and support the local 
library.   Shows how much the paper is part of 
and supportive of the community. 
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Judge’s Comments:  

Excellent page design!  
Piece looks professional, 
nicely executed, well 
balanced, interesting 
page.  Well done! 

Outstanding  
Page Design

Winner: Helen Dalton  

LighthouseNOW Progress Bulletin
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Outstanding  
Page Design 

Finalist: Roby Levesque, Acadie Nouvelle 

Outstanding 
Page Design

Finalist: Staff, Tri-County Vanguard 
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Judge’s Comments:  

Great promotion, and a 
great idea.  An opportunity 
to allow advertisers to show 

how they support the 
community as well as 
providing services and 
products.  

Outstanding 
Revenue Idea

Winner: Inverness Oran
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Outstanding 
Revenue Idea

Finalist: Fall River Laker 

Excellent way to support and promote a 
healthy community initiative. Great job! 

Outstanding  
Revenue Idea

Finalist: Port Hawkesbury Reporter 

Well executed, well laid out, colourful. 
Great idea. 
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Judge’s Comments:  

This is an image that 
everyone understands 
with locally and 
internationally 

recognized names 
addressing The #MeToo 
Movement. Nicely done 
artwork. 

Outstanding 
Cartoon

Winner: Josh Kaiser  

Victoria Standard
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Outstanding 
Cartoon
Finalist: Ashley Heukshorst 

Victoria Standard 

The cartoon addresses the 
disparity in rental property 
availability between East and 
West Cape Breton Island. The 
artwork is well rendered and 
whimsical. Well done. 

Outstanding 
Cartoon

Finalist: Ian MacAdam 

Montague Eastern Graphic 

Well done cartoon addressing 
the continuing challenge of out 
migration in PEI. 
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Judge’s Comments:  

For their in-depth 
special feature Then 
and Now, linking the 
past to the present. 

Sharing how much the 
community landscapes 

in Southwest Nova 
Scotia have changed 
over the years through 
photos, stories, and an 
expansive online effort. 
Wonderful idea and 
well executed.

Outstanding 
Online Innovation

Winner: 

Tri-County Vanguard
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Outstanding News Photo
Winner: Keith Corcoran 

LighthouseNOW Progress Bulletin 

Tragedy Strikes. This photo really captured the emotion of the moment, for 
me. Very impactful. The photographer had to be in the right place at the right 
time and chose to focus the photo on the two women rather than what was 
happening in the background. Very well done. 
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Judge’s Comments:  

Marching in memory of 
Cassidy Bernard. The 
photographer knew that 
rather than focusing the 

shot on the people at 
this event, the 
placement of the stark 
white sign would tell it 
all. Great news value.

Outstanding  
News Photo

Finalist: Drake Lowthers  

Port Hawkesbury Reporter

Outstanding 
News Photo

Finalist: Lawerence Powell 

Annapolis Valley Register 

99 Year Old Graduates. The judge 
said: “I love this shot. Good use of 
aperture to narrow the focus on 
Hazel embracing life to the fullest. 
Very colourful and effective. Tells 
the story at a glance.” 
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Judge’s Comments:  

Quite the situation, and funny at times 
in a depressing way. The stories could 
have been messy with all the council 
procedure and legal procedure and 
the yelling from the public. But the 
writers successfully condense and 

organize the information over time and 
make the entire situation readable and 
easy to understand. Who would play 
Frank Butt in the movie?

Outstanding  
News Story

Winner: Andrew Robinson & Chris Lewis  

Carbonear Compass
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Outstanding News Story

Finalist: Carole Morris-Underhill 

Valley Journal-Advertiser 

The situation threatens more than property values, and successfully includes perspectives from a 
number of people involved. Stories are readable, the right length, and make you sympathetic toward 
the little guy. The stories are a good example of the messes that can occur when problems are kicked 
down the road, and two institutions dispute while citizens suffer the consequences. 

Outstanding News Story

Finalist: Sara Ericsson 

Annapolis Valley Register 

Unusual situations. The writer made good follow ups, and made decent stories out of what could 
have been a few photos. Also makes you wonder about all the stuff the DFO has to deal with. 
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Judge’s Comments:  

The connection between a newspaper and 
its community is an essential thing – to the 
paper if it wants to survive, and to the 
community, that deserves to have its stories 
told. Jonathan Parsons of The Packet did 
himself a favour in submitting his entry, 
including a note providing context. His note 
about a battle over clearcutting began when 
“I stumbled upon the story after visiting the 
community to cold call for stories and saw a 
poster on a bulletin board promoting a 
community meeting to combat these plans.” 

A story and photo filling page one above the 
fold on March 1, 2018 resulted. And as 
should happen when reporting is done well, 
Parsons stayed in touch, talked to players on 
both sides, filed an access to information 
request and generally ensured the story 
stayed where it should be, in the news. 

Outstanding 
Resources Story

Winner: Jonathan Parsons 

Clarenville Packet
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Outstanding 
Resources Story

Finalist: Tina Comeau 

Tri-County Vanguard 

If this award was about which story you’ll remember a week after 
reading all the entries, Tina Comeau’s would win hands down. It’s well 
played, filling the front page of C1, the Community section. It’s a 
beautifully written story about the beginning of the lobster fishery in 
December, beginning with the memorable line “Honestly, how does 
the cat know it’s dumping day.” It’s touchingly personal, and funny. “I 
tell my son Jacob to make sure he wears his lifejacket. He tells me this 
is the 135th time I’ve reminded him. He’s exaggerating, of course. I’ve 
probably mentioned it 126 times.” And wonderfully illustrated with her 
photos. Top-notch work. 

Outstanding 
Resources Story

Finalist: Carole Morris-Underhill 

Valley Journal-Advertiser 

Carole Morris-Underhill does what every storyteller is 
supposed to do, she takes us along for the ride as 
she visits Oulton’s Meats and Martock Glen Agri-zoo. 
“Driving up Sheep Farm Lane – a long, dusty dirt 
road located off Highway 14 near Martock – a young 
boy, prod in hand, navigates cattle down the road to 
the pasture. He nods in your direction, seemingly 
appreciative that you slowed down. To the right, 
ducks flap their wings while enjoying a dip in the 
nearby pond. A whiff of manure tingles the senses.” 
I’m there, as I should be. The story, using solid, 
colour photography, filled the Cover Story page, A3.
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Finalist: Valley Journal-Advertiser 

Craft Beer Section 

Finalist: Guysborough Journal 

Chedabucto Lifestyle Centre 

Outstanding 
Special Section

Winner: Tri-County Vanguard 

Lobster Outlook 
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Judge’s Comments:  

First class effort that reflects the quality 
of the newspaper in general.Driving 
home the message that they are 
Pictou County’s favourite community 
newspaper. 

Outstanding  
Brand Builder

Winner: Pictou Advocate
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Brand Builder

Finalist: Acadie Nouvelle 

Outstanding  
Brand Builder

Finalist: Enfield Weekly Press 

Good approach to building a 
newspaper’s brand. 
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Judge’s Comments:  

The Strait Area Transit 
must have been 
pleased with their ad. 

Who felt it necessary 
to include a BOMB in 
the ad? 

Outstanding  
Red Lobster

Winner: Inverness Oran

Judge’s Comments:  

It was SUPPOSED to say 
"Welcome”. After careful 
consultation with an 
Arabic speaking friend 
and a message sent to 
verify I had it right, I 
inadvertently used the 
wrong import function 
and the whole thing 

went in backwards and 
broke up. Fortunately, it 
doesn't say anything like 
"Go Away!", it's more 
like E M O C L E W 
instead of Welcome. 

Outstanding  
Red Lobster

Finalist: Victoria Standard
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Outstanding 
Photo Essay

Winner: Keith Corcoran 

LighthouseNOW Progress Bulletin 

Judge’s Comments:  

Great efforts all-round, but first place goes to Keith Corcoran for his 
behind-the-scenes look at the annual Open Farm Day. 
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Outstanding  
Photo Essay

Finalist: Helen Dalton 

LighthouseNOW Progress Bulletin

Outstanding  
Photo Essay

Finalist: Staff 

Tri-County Vanguard
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Outstanding 
Investigative Story

Winner: John Gillis 

Inverness Oran 

Judge’s Comments:  

For his story: West Mabou Beach 
“Confidential” research conducted on park 
parcel last July and follow up story: West 
Mabou Provincial Park: Not a first for Keiser. 
When the Nova Scotia Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) said it had no official 
proposal from Cabot Links for a new golf 
course in West Mabou, John Gillis filed a FOI 
requesting more information. The resulting 
email exchanges revealed “confidential” 
research and lifted a curtain on backroom 
DNR discussions involving the West Mabou 
Provincial Park and a potential golf course. His 
story also informed readers of private 
meetings between Cabot Links and former NS 
Premier Rodney MacDonald and Warden 
Betty Ann MacQuarrie. Gillis went on to 
investigate the money man behind Cabot 

Links and discovered the company’s past 
efforts to acquire protected areas or 
parklands for new developments. Excellent 
reporting and use of primary documents to 
give residents of Inverness County context 
and detail to help them make informed 
decisions about development in their 
community. Well done! 

Investigative story is always such a 
competitive category. This year was no 
exception, with an abundance of great 
reporting and writing in the submissions.  
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Outstanding Investigative Story

Finalist: Tina Comeau 

Tri-County Vanguard 

Judge’s Comments:  

For her story: Beach hunt leads to interesting find 
and follow up story: Bracelet find in Meteghan 
surprises daughter in Florida. This is not your 
ordinary beach combing story. Tina Comeau takes 
the reader on a hunt worthy of a Sherlock Holmes 
detective story in her search to discover the 

identity of Capt. Chuck Finney and how a bracelet 
with his name and the date 3-17-1969 ended up 
on a beach in Meteghan. Comeau used time-
tested, old fashioned shoe-leather reporting (of 
which more is sorely needed these days). She 
delved into websites and social media to find 
information and locate sources, including the 
daughter of Capt. Finney. She pieces together a 
compelling well-written read that surprises and 
keeps the reader hanging on to the end. 

Outstanding Investigative Story

Finalist: Ashley Thompson  

Annapolis Valley Register 

Judge’s Comments:  

For her story: ‘We shouldn’t have to wonder’ 
Doctor shortage hits home for Annapolis Valley 
patients and supporting stories: Meet the people 
impacted by the family doctor crisis, ‘I stay in it 
because I love it’; ‘Recruitment mode for years to 
come’; A nursing perspective (A4); ‘They’re 
relying more and more on us’. This series 
provides a comprehensive in-depth look at the 
impact of the chronic doctor shortage in 

Annapolis and Kings counties. Ashley Thompson 
puts a human face on how the lack of a family 
doctor affects not only citizens, but also doctors, 
nurses and pharmacists in the counties.  Along 
with detailing the actions of the N.S. Health 
Authority to ease the shortage, her stories look at 
new models of health delivery including 
collaborative clinics. The effective use of data 
puts the problem into a provincial context.  
Thompson’s elegant and detailed storytelling 
clearly illustrates the urgency of the problem and 
the need for continued vigilance. 
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Outstanding 
Editorial

Winner: Carole Morris-Underhill 

Valley Journal-Advertiser 

For Windsor’s arena project far cry from shrine to hockey. 

Comments: We felt the editorial on the Windsor arena 
project was one that hit very close to the readership. It’s an 
editorial with strongly held views that lays out what is at 
stake if the project does not go ahead. 
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Outstanding  
Editorial

Finalist: Bill Dunphy 

Inverness Oran 

For Justice for Aboriginal women will someday 
be justice for us all. Comments: We thought the 
presentation of the information was good and 
compelling. Laid out why the issue of missing 
and murdered Indigenous women is one that 
ought to concern all of us -- and why it’s 
relevant to the local readership. 

Outstanding  
Editorial

Finalist: François Gravel 

Acadie Nouvelle 

For: “Une seule bonne reponse: Non!” 

Strongly held opinion on the People’s 
Alliance, denouncing their potential role in a 
minority government in New Brunswick. 
Highly relevant as the election was the big 
political story in New Brunswick in 2018. 
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Outstanding 
Local Columnist

Winner: Pascal Raiche-Nogue 

Acadie Nouvelle 

Judge’s Comments:  

Thoughtful writing in the tradition of journalism that 
stands up to the powerful, and by doing so serves society. 
A fine example of how journalists make the world better. 
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Outstanding  
Local Columnist

Finalist: Paul MacNeill 

Montague Eastern Graphic 

Forceful arguments are 
anchored in a thorough 
understanding of issues. 
Heard, too, are a deep 
affection for the writer’s 
community, and concern for 
its democracy. 

Outstanding  
Local Columnist

Finalist: Morgan Duchesney 

Victoria Standard 

The writer tackles complex 
subjects, yet finds the words to 
make the complex clear. The 
columns flow along, creating 
both nuance and power. 
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