Top 50 Must-Know Jazz Tunes

The 4 Stages of Knowing.

1.
a. Be familiar with at least one to two recorded versions.
b. Be able to play the head.
c. Be able to play a decent solo while reading from the lead sheet.
2.
a. Get rid of the sheet music. Play by ear and from memory.
b. Know the changes so that you can fake the head.
3.
a. Know the head and chord changes precisely without reading.
4,

a. Have researched various versions of the printed and recorded versions.
b. Know different variations of the tune.

c. Know different solo approaches.

d. Know the lyrics if applicable.

*** A general rule of thumb: Listen to the recording to see what the chart missed!



Top 50 Must-Know Jazz Tunes

Peter Spitzer's List Page in The Real Book
1. All Blues 13
2. All of Me 16
3. All the Things You Are 18
4. Autumn Leaves 36
5. Billie's Bounce (Jazz Fake Book 61)
6. Black Orpheus 49
7. Blue Bossa 51
8. Blue Monk 54
9. Bluesette 56
10. Body and Soul 59
11. Bye Bye Blackbird (Jazz Fake Book 75)
12. € Jam Blues (Real Book Two 55)
13. Cantaloupe Island (Colorado Book 47)
14. Corcovado aka quiet Nights of Quiet Stars 94
15. Days of Wine and Roses 105
16. Don't get Around Much Anymore 126
17. Fly Me to the Moon (Real Book Two 106)
18. Footprints 157
19. Four 161
20. Freddie Freeloader 164
21. How How the Moon/Ornithology 335
22. I Got Rhythm (Jazz LTD Book 158)
23. T'll Remember April 218
24. Impressions 220
25. In a Mellow tone 222



26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
3L
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45,
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

Just Friends

Lady Bird

Lester Leaps In

Misty

Mr. PC

Night and Day

Now's the time

On Green Dolphin street

One Note Samba

Out of Nowhere

Recordame (aka No Me Esquega)
Satin Doll

Scrapple From the Apple

S0 What

Solar

Song for My Father

Stella by Starlight

Straight, No chaser
Summertime

Take the A Train

Tenor Madness

There Will Never Be Another You
Tune-Up

Watermelon Man

What is This Thing Called Love

249

259

(Real Book Two 209)
296

305

320

(Real Book Two 265)
179

331

336

359

367

369

399

386

394

408

412

(Real Book Two 323)
421

(Real Book Two 376)
426

437
(Real Book Three 334)
460
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BILLIE'S BOUNCE
(Also Known As BILL'S BOUNCE)

€ 1945 ATLANTIC MUSIC CORP. By Charlie Parker
© Renewed and assigned 1973 ATLANTIC MUSIC CORP.
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER

© Copyright 1958-1964 CRITERION MUSIC CORP. By Gerry Mulligan
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® 1926 [Renewed) WARNER BROS. INC.

BYE BYE BLACKBIRD

Words by Mort Dixon
Music by Ray Henderson

Moderately
F/A Abdim7 Gm7 C7 Gm E>/G
1 I +—1 $ e ——— |
s o =+ e — — e s — — — |
p— T T 1
Pack up all my care and woe, here I go sing - ing low, Bye Bye Black - bird. __ Where some-bod-y
Gmé E/G  Gm7 Cc7 Gm7 Cc7 FM7 Fé F1 AmBbS
4 T ! +— . — — — S e =
- I i 1 Il- I i — i j—LE/.- i_il_ : 1I |l I 1I i T 1
waits for me, sug-ar'ssweet, so is she, Bye Bye Black - bird. __ No one herecan loveand un-der- stand
D7 Gm Gm»S5 c7 F Eb7 D7
A L 1 I L 1 ; L L :
1 1 — : 1 E } i { } i 1! : 1 : 1 = 1 i -+ L 1 | §
— = = { e ; —]
o L B 1 e | T
me, oh what hard luck sto -ries they all  hand me. Make my bed and lightthe Light, Tll ar-rive late to- night,
Gm? 7 1 Lg Dm?7  Gm?  C7 ||2'1= B Bom6  F6 |
’ . =S —— — —— = ]
oJ I I = ‘\"-_._._._._r/
black - bird bye bye. bye
BYE BYE BLUES
Copyright © 1925 Boumne Co. Copyright Renewed. Words and Music by Fred Hamm, Dave Bennet,
Bert Lown and Chauncey Gray
Moderately
C Ab7 C B7B:7 A7 Do D7 G7 G™9 CM9
e
'J 1 p = 1 ) - 1 1 5 - | - : J
Bye Bye Blues, _____ Bye Bye Blues. Bells ring, birds sing, sun i
Exdim7 Dm7 G7 Dm7 GN5 C A 7 C B7 B> 7 A7 D9
A
. i _iao : I : e : : e
: SE=a t = S —— : = e t ]
shin - ing, No more pin- ing, just we two smil - ing thru. Don’t
L 2.
D7 G7 Gh9 C Ab 7 C G7 | | C F7 C
P — e
g:u - o o Tia === I 1
1 1 1 L il 11 i i I 13
sigh, don’t cry Bye Bye Blues. Blues.
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CANTALOUPE ISLAND

JAZZ-ROCK HERBIE HANCOCK
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236 OUT OF NOWWERE
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Medium Rock
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