
Top 50 Must-Know Jazz Tunes

The 4 Stages of Knowing.

1.

a. Be familiar with at least one to two recorded versions.

b. Be able to play the head.

c. Be able to play a decent solo while reading from the lead sheet.

2.

a. Get rid of the sheet music. Play by ear and from memory.

b. Know the changes so that you can fake the head.

3.

a. Know the head and chord changes precisely without reading.

4.

a. Have researched various versions of the printed and recorded versions.

b. Know different variations of the tune.

c. Know different solo approaches.

d. Know the lyrics if applicable.

*** A general rule of thumb: Listen to the recording to see what the chart missed!



Top 50 Must-Know Jazz Tunes

Peter Spitzer’s List Page in The Real Book

1. All Blues 13

2. All of Me 16

3. All the Things You Are 18

4. Autumn Leaves 36

5. Billie’s Bounce (Jazz Fake Book 61)

6. Black Orpheus 49

7. Blue Bossa 51

8. Blue Monk 54

9. Bluesette 56

10. Body and Soul 59

11. Bye Bye Blackbird (Jazz Fake Book 75)

12. C Jam Blues (Real Book Two 55)

13. Cantaloupe Island (Colorado Book 47)

14. Corcovado aka quiet Nights of Quiet Stars 94

15. Days of Wine and Roses 105

16. Don’t get Around Much Anymore 126

17. Fly Me to the Moon (Real Book Two 106)

18. Footprints 157

19. Four 161

20. Freddie Freeloader 164

21. How How the Moon/Ornithology 335

22. I Got Rhythm (Jazz LTD Book 158)

23. I’ll Remember April 218

24. Impressions 220

25. In a Mellow tone 222



26. Just Friends 249

27. Lady Bird 259

28. Lester Leaps In (Real Book Two 209)

29. Misty 296

30. Mr. PC 305

31. Night and Day 320

32. Now’s the time (Real Book Two 265)

33. On Green Dolphin street 179

34. One Note Samba 331

35. Out of Nowhere 336

36. Recordame (aka No Me Esqueça) 359

37. Satin Doll 367

38. Scrapple From the Apple 369

39. So What 399

40. Solar 386

41. Song for My Father 394

42. Stella by Starlight 408

43. Straight, No chaser 412

44. Summertime (Real Book Two 323)

45. Take the A Train 421

46. Tenor Madness (Real Book Two 376)

47. There Will Never Be Another You 426

48. Tune-Up 437

49. Watermelon Man (Real Book Three 334)

50. What is This Thing Called Love 460






































































































