Blandford Youth Football Club Player Playing Time Policy
Ensuring Opportunity, Development, and Fairness for All Players
Purpose of the Policy
The primary aim of this policy is to promote an inclusive and developmental football environment at Blandford Youth Football Club, where every child has the opportunity to participate meaningfully in matches and improve their skills, regardless of ability or experience. By establishing clear guidelines on playing time, we seek to balance competitive spirit with fairness, ensuring that players, parents, and coaches share a mutual understanding throughout the season.
Playing Time Guidelines by Age Group
Under-7 to Under-10 (U7–U10)
· Fair Playing Time: The club expects that all players will receive balanced playing time during matches.
· Coaches will use their discretion to ensure every child on the team is given the opportunity to participate in games.
· The focus at this level is enjoyment, skill development, and inclusion.
Under-11 to Under-16 (U11–U16)
At these age groups, two possible approaches to playing time are available. The chosen approach must be agreed upon at the beginning of the season, involving the lead coach, parents, and players.
Option 1: Competitive Balance
· Playing time will be performance-related, with coaches making decisions based on effort, attitude, and ability.
· Game time may vary between players; on some occasions, individuals may play more or less than others.
· However, if a player is selected for a match, they will be included for a reasonable amount of time during the game.
Option 2: Fair Player Time
· All players will receive balanced playing time, regardless of performance.
· Coaches will exercise their judgment to ensure every child gets the opportunity to play in matches.
This policy is designed to foster both personal development and team success, giving each player a pathway to contribute and grow within the Blandford Youth Football Club.
