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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

INTRODUCTION

Because of the complexity of the petitioner's history it is
best that we summarize the principal points we intend to make in
this petition. This approach is necessary because of features
unique to the Southeast, and in particular, North Carolina. These
Points are presented below.

1. North Carolina was a border area between Spanish and
English‘exploration.

2. English settlement did not proceed gradually in an east
to west movement, but rather, moved southward along the
coast, southwesterly above the fall line, and north from

‘tf- Charleston, South Carolina, and north from Wilmington, North

- Carolina, along the Cape Fear River.
) I~
3. Indian communities between the coastal plain and near the

= ™

fall line were affected before sufficient contact had been

ade o permit knowledge of their languages, and social and

g, coalescing into

i —
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6. The ease with which groups recombined indicates a

continuity of social and political patterns that make labels
F{\» of minimal value.
\\\ 7. Groups were autonomous before they were named: the socio-
I' political groups were kin-based towns.
f 8. Although the ancestors of the present-day Lumbee were
I

\ pervasively affected by these factors, the data show that the
present-day Lumbee population derives from diverse origins,
the core of which is Cheraw. They were primarily of Siouan
origins with, in all likelihood, additions from other

Iinguislic stocks.

9. The Lumbee tribe has maintained a continuous social and

)litical existence in Robeson County since at least the
part of the eighteenth century. The Lumbees are, and
ays been, a clearly bounded, distinctive community

o a=

* a long and continuous history and




EUROPEAN CONTACT

At the time of contact between the native populations and
European explorers, there were three linguistic stocks
represented in what is now the state of North Carolina (Map 2).
Algonkian-speaking tribes extended along the coastline as far
south as the Neuse River. 1Inland from them were the Irogquoian
tribes, the Tuscarora, Nottoway, and Meherrin, east of the fall

%ine, and the Cherokee along the ridge of the Appalachians. At

the southern end of the state was a number of groups identified
by Swanton as Siouan-speaking including the Waccamaw, Cheraw,
Cape Fear, Winyaw, Catawba, to name but a few (See table facing
page 10 of Swanton 1946). There was also a number of
Siouan-speaking tribes in the southern Virginia area. Most
prominent among these were the Saponi, Tutelo, and Ocaneechi
b(zbida).
~ The first known European contact with the Indian tribes in

~ North Carolina occurred in 1524. 1In that year Giovanni da




and the few members remaining abandoned the expedition and
Thirteen years later

returned to Hispanola (Swanton 1946:37)
Hernando de Soto landed on the coast and marched his party to the

mountains of southwestern North Carolina in search of gold. Among
the Indians he visited were the Cheraw, who at that time were
located in the northwestern corner of South Carolina (Ibid.: 46).

In 1561, another Spanish explorer, Angel de Villafane,
reached Cape Hatteras, only to be forced to return to Santo
pomingo (Lefler and Newsome 1954: 4) In 1566, Juan Pardo

i
marched with a force of 125 to claim the interior for Spain
he came to 'Juada,' or

Traveling in a northerly direction "

'Joara,' the Xuala of DeSoto, taking about the same length of
:1.64). He

time, and perhaps following the same trail" (Ibid
built a fort, which he called Fort San Juan, and after leaving a

small garrison, continued his explorations. Pardo stayed in the
area for another year, returning to the Cheraw settlement in 1567

(Swanton 1946: 65).
- It was the English who would have the greatest long range

Queen Elizabeth granted a charter in

.
ct on the Carolinas.
r Humphrey Gilbert and, after his death a year later,
-brother walter Raleigh, to explore and settle lands
ssed of any Christian prince, nor inhabited by




28-44).
n April 9, 1585, landed at Hatteras on

A party left England o
July 27, and by August 17, reached Roanoke Island. After building
cottages and fortifications the colonists set about exploring as
far as 130 miles west and northwest of their base of operations.
The expedition included Ralph Lane, directly representing the
Queen, John White, a skilled artist, and Thomas Hariot, an Oxford
don and noted scientist. White's paintings and Bariot's written
?ccounts provide excellent information about the region's people

and natural history (Ibid.).

The following June most of the party left for England with
Sir Francis Drake when he briefly visited Roanoke Island. The
settlers had been anxiously waiting for supplies that arrived

only a few days after the colonists departed. A few men were

left with the supplies, but they were apparently killed by the

| time members of the newly chartered colony arrived on the Outer
Banks in July, 1587. The colony was started with 110 settlers,
including seventeen women and nine children. Food was in short
supply so Governor John White returned to England, at the urging

of the other colonists, to secure provisions. Because of the

i pon (Lefler and uwm 1954'
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following year Jamestown was established on Chesapeake Bay.
Beginning with Sir Robert Heath in October, 1629, a series of
means of stimulating the

proprietary land grants were issued as a

colonization of the areas adjacent to the Jamestown settlement.

The next two decades saw repeated efforts to explore the

ce, Or

aAlbemarle area and push back the occupying Indians by for

negotiate land agreements with them (McPherson 1966) .

By the middle of the seventeenth century England was

embroiled in a civil war from which Oliver Cromwell emerged

i
victorious. Charles I was beheaded in 1649, and Cromwell ruled

until his death in 1658. Two years later Charles II claimed the

crown after more than a decade in exile. Shortly after his

return he granted a tract of land that extended from the southern

shore of Albemarle Sound to what is now the Georgia-Florida state

to eight of his

line, bounded on the east and west by the sea,

supporters. In 1665 the grant was expanded to include the area

below the current Virginia-North Carolina boundary as far south

as the Spanish territory in Florida (Lefler and Newsome 1354:

‘Between 1662 and 1667 the proprietors made a number of

to establish a permanent settlement on the Cape Fear
ndon. As many as 800 men, women, and children
}1 ring t:hlspenod Convinced that the land was
| e, and torn by internal

leston, which was
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Trent
settled on the Pamlico River. Others came to the Neuse and

Rivers around 1707. The town of Bath was incorporated in 1706.

In 1710 New Bern was founded by Christoph von Graffenried, and

included over 200 Swiss and German colonists. This southern

expansion of Euroamericans lined the sounds, inlets, and rivers

with their permanent settlements (Map 3). These were not
explorers who would be gone in a few weeks or months, but a
growing wave of immigrants looking for new homes and a new way of
life. As such, they posed a serious threat to the neighboring
;ndian communities.

The settlement of other parts of eastern Carolina was first

delayed, and then made possible, by the devastating wars between

Indians and whites from 1711 to 1716. These wars accelerated the
depopulation of the Indian that had earlier taken place in the

northern coastal area. By 1724 the lower Cape Fear River

received its first permanent Anglo-American settlers. Most came

from South Carolina. The town of Brunswick was established in
1725 to be replaced by Wilmington a decade later as the area's

for trade, culture, and government.







—

There were on the average three Euroamerican men for every woman
172). Those who moved into the back country
ns) were a mixture of

(Bridenbaugh 1952:
he western piedmont and mountain regio

n-English in nationality

(t
children or grandchildren of old country immigrants and some

Most were Scotch-Irish,
(e.g..,
y of

recent arrivals. They were gene:ally no
and typically anti-English in gsentiment.
rian dissenters, or persecuted German Protestant

he majority traveled down the great valle
ments in Pennsylvania looking for a

Others moved into the
g of tEhe

presbyte
Moravians) groups.
Yizginia from earlier settle
new frontier, freedom and prosperity.
backcountry\north from Charleston along the drainage

wateree, Yadkin, and Catawba rivers. puring this same period

thousands of Highland Scots landed on the Cape Fear River and
s Creek

moved inland to the vicinity of what was to become Cros
Map 5 shows the pattern of early eighteenth

(now Fayetteville).
century settlement.
Several points should be made about the way North Carolina
First, in spite of early

uas populated during this period.
~ a&tinpts to colonize the area, North Carolina lagged behind her

-Ta~¢9nvenient frontier for later expanaion. Second,

. Ayt et




region along old, well established transportation routes (e.g.
the Great Valley of Virginia, and various drainages from
virginia, South Carolina, and the coastal mouths of North
carolina rivers) and the swamps of the coastal plain resulted in
several areas left virtually unpopulated by the newcomers until
the middle or the late 1700s.

By 1750 the population of the colony had reached
approximately 75,000 and consisted primarily of individuals of
English descent who came from neighboring colonies, particularly
pennsylvania. In addition, there was a large influx of Scottish
gighlanderg‘who moved into the interior through the Cape Fear

River system. Map 6 shows the patterns of movement after 1750,

while maps 7 - 9 show the locations of the various ethnic groups

in the third quarter of the eighteenth century. Map 10 provides
a summary of the distribution of the settlers.
It is clear that none of these groups occupied the area in
which the ancestors of the present-day Lumbee lived, although the
Scottish Highlanders were in the vicinity. The remoteness of the

ggﬁgwishfu;ther~i1lust:ated by map 11-12; there was not a single

ngucrem. But. just as important

teted i 130
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INDIANS OF SOUTHERN NORTH CAROLINA 1500 - 1775

The area occupied by the present-day Lumbee Indians was home
to a number of autonomous groups during the sixteenth through the
gighteenth centuries. The Cape FPear Indians occupied the coastal

area to the east, along the Cape Fear River. According to

gwanton (1946: 103), this group may have been part of the
waccamaw tribe, who, in 1670, "... were living along the river
Jhich bears their name and on the lower course of the Pee Dee, in
close association with the Winyaw and Pedee tribes" (Ibid.: 203).
some joined the Catawba, others "the so-called Croatan Indians of
North Carolina," while others remained in their traditional
territory (Swanton 1952: 10l1). The Winyaw were also located on
the Pee Dee River near its mouth (Ibid. 1946: 207), and many of
them also joined the Catawba in the eighteenth century, while
some remained in the vicinity of the white settlements, at least
up through the 1750s (Ibid. 1952: 97).

- While English settlement did not reach the area until the

e

i?@i!&:@iﬁﬁ:ﬂf-the seventeenth century, there were Spanish

‘that the Cheraw are identical
ich De Soto entered in 1
v were vi 4 by Pard




proximity of these and other tribes, Governor Eden
declared war against the Cheraw, and applied to Virginia
for assistance. This governor Spotswood refused, as he
believed the Carolinians were the aggressors, but the

contest was prosecuted by the latter until after the
Yamasee War. During this period complaint was made that

the Cheraw were responsible for most of the depredations
committed north of Santee River and they were accused of
trying to draw the coast tribes into an alliance with
them. It was asserted also that arms were being supplied
them from Virginia. The Cheraw were then living upon
the upper course of the Great Pee Dee, near the line
between the two colonies and in the later Cheraw
district of South Carolina. Being still subject to
attack by the Iroquois, they finally - between 1726 and
1739 - became incorporated with the Catawba, with whom
at an earlier date they had been at enmity. 1In 1759 a
party joined the English in their expedition against
Fort Dusquesne, but the last notice of them is in 1768
when the remnant was still living with the Catawba

{ (Swanton 1952: 76).

Swanton placed the Cheraw population at 510 in 1715, and between

fifty and sixty in 1768 (Ibid.: 77). They were presumably living

with the Catawba. These statements, while accurate as far as

they go, do not presume that all Cheraw joined the Catawba. What

Swanton is saying is that sometime between 1726 and 1739 a number

of Cheraw joined with the Catawba, but maintained a separate

3 identity. It is possible that this was a single village, but

-fﬁgngggiiggt documentary evidence of Indian communities in

y

which was the closest European
owed him to have an




jdentifies four; the saraws, pedee, Scavanos, and Wacomas, wWith

S
iy
{ ; the Catabaws, Surarees, Tausequas, and Sugaws located to the west

the Wateree River (Map 13). There is no evidence of white

-

on
gettlement in the region at this time.

2

south Carolina began settlement in the upper reaches of the

-l——:';

pee Dee River in 1736. 1In that year the colony authorized a
l b
; group of Welsh and Pennsylvania settlers to establish a

community. The new settlers moved further up the river than

intended and located on land owned by the Peedee and Cheraw

]
(Meriwether 1940: 92). In 1737, one John Thompson, acting as

agent, purchased all the lands belonging to the two tribes along

e oy n—
e

the Pee Dee River, except for two 0ld fields. The Welsh

gettlement was located some distance southwest of Drowning Creek.

Apparently the purchase did not result in the removal of the

'~ Indians from the area or establish a clear title, for in 1739 the

~ Welsh residents petitioned the South Carolina council for
"&-*a

ssistance.

';f:- Mr. John Thompson of Pee Dee attended to answer to the

~ petition of the 16th March past from the Welsh people

, against him (setting forth the apprehensions they are
ﬂqﬁm 2r, from the Pee Dee and Charraw Indians running

1gst their settlements under pretense of hunting; and
; other complaints against the said Thompson; and

h) (BPRO June 8, 1739).




& As to the two 0ld fields reserved by the Cheraw, one was held by

i an individual named Laroche, and the other by Thomas Grooms
A (Ibid-’-

o The first land grant in the area of Drowning Creek was to
genry O'Berry in 1748 (NCSA October 8, 1748: 298). A second
grant was made to John Davis in 1750. His land was located near
Ki the present community of Harper's Perry, while a third grant was
.

pade to William Pugh in the same general area. However, there

was already a settlement on Drowning Creek.
W

*; In 1754, Governor Arthur Dobbs of North Carolina, intending
le to assist V&rginia's war against the Indians along her western
\ frontier, issued a request for information on the condition of
. B gﬁa militia in the various counties (Dial and Eliades 1975: 30).

rhe report for Bladen County (which included what is now Robeson

county) stated:

 §}ﬁ‘ Col. Rutherford's Regmt of Foot in Bladen County 441 a
. Troop of horse --- a new company necessary to be made at

' Waggamaw James Kerr recommended for Capt. -
Drowning Creek on the head of Little Pedee 50 families a
mixt Crew [or breed] a lawless people filled the lands
without patent or paying quit rents shot a Surveyor for
coming to view vacant lands being enclosed by great
swamps - Quakers to attend or pay as in the Northern
Counties fines not high enough to oblige the militia to
musters no arms stores or Indians in the county -

. 1754: TR.1-16)

L
[
- L

wning Creek that held land in common. The most
its existence, given the lack of white
nity consists of




 proclamation offers an explanation for the reference to

North Carolina

By the Honourable Matthew Rowan, Esq: President and

Commander in Chief, in and ov hi jesty's Province
of North- Carolina. SR

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS Information hath been made unto me, upon Oath
that sundry Persons, under Colour and Pretence of
Authority from his Majesty's Officers, in the Province
of South Carolina, have come there into the County Of
Anson within this Province, and have there surveyed
Lands by Virtue of the said Authority: And whereas, such
illegal Proceedings tend manifestly to disturb the
Peace, raise Doubts about the Property, and retard the
Settlement of the said County of Anson, which is a
Frontier to the Indians; I have thought fit, by and with
the unanimous Advice and Assent of his Majesty's
Council, to Issue this my Proclamation, hereby strictly
requiring and commanding his Majesty's Officers, civil
and military, within the Province, who shall be informed
of any Offence in the Premisses (sic), to apprehend or
cause to be apprehended; every such offender, and to g
bring them, with due Proof of their Offence, before his
Majesty's Chief Justice, or any one of his Associate
Justices, to be dealt with according to Law. Hereiln
they are not to fail. g
GIVEN under my Hand and the Great Seal of the said
Province, at Wilmington, the 10th Day of May, in the
XXVI Year of his Majesty's Reign, Anno Domini 1753.
Matt Rowan.

By his Honour's Command.
' Ja. Murray, Sec.
(New Bern North Carolina Gazette July 7, 1753)

e ﬂ:gnm&: makes it clear that it is
i ._rr. l'_: il ’
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The UPPer region of the Little Pee Dee River was outside the
control Of either North or South Carolina. During one of the
many incidents that occurred in the area, a convicted felon,
winsler Driggers, sentenced to be hanged, was captured "... near
prowning Creek, in the Charraw Settlement"™ (South Carolina

cazette October 3, 1771). The reference is clear as to the

jocation of the community; that it was a Cheraw settlement
genotes its tribal composition. This is most certainly the same
follunity identified in 1754.

The next reference to this community occurred two years
jater, in 1773, when an unnamed person compiled "A List of the
Mob Railously Assembled together in Bladen County" (NCSA October
13, 1773). The list identifies twenty-one individuals and
contains eleven surnames including two Iveys, four Sweats, five
| grooms, three Locklears, one Chavours (Clark), one Dees, one
d:g@nnﬁ,-bne Pace, one Vaun, one Stapbleton, and one Carsey. With
 the exception of Grant, Pace, and Vaun, these are names

ciated with the ancestors of present-day Lumbees. NoO other

have been found that can shed light on this list;

'rhe choice of t:he tem

: it Mdm&tu & suonq pnpmst.
. N4 ba. 7Y%




ehat identified in 1754 pecause Major Locklear, who with his

prother John are ancestors of substantially all of the

present-day Locklears in the Lumbee tribe, was living on Drowning

creek.as evidenced by a January 23, 1754 deed that contains the

following legal description; "... on the north side of Drowning

reek and on White Oak Swamp being the place where Major Locklear

now lives™ (NCSA 1754). Another individual identified as a

member of the community was Thomas Groom who was at one time the

holder of the one of the old fields that the Cheraw had reserved

ine1737% @
In summary, the present-day Lumbee tribe is descended from an

indian community composed largely of Cheraw Indians and related

siouan-speaking people who were known to have inhabited the area

of what is now Robeson County since the eighteenth century.

support for this comes from the anthropologist-historian John
Reed Swanton. Called upon in the early 1930s to provide his

expert opinion as to the origins of the Lumbee tribe he wrote:

The evidence available thus seems to indicate that the

s 3 1 E
~ Indians of Robeson County who have been called Croatan
‘and Cherokee are descended mainly from certain Siouan
tribes of which the most prominent were the Cheraw and
uwee, but they probably included as well remnants of
Eno, and Shakori, and very likely some of the
1l groups such as the Waccamaw and Cape Fears. It
robable that a few families or small groups of

! .@; Iroquoian may have cast their lot with

1t contributions from such sources
y insignificant. Although there
eyawee trib; ;c;tually

2o B

Esi




connection with this body of six o i

r eight thousand
people, that of the Cheraw would, in my opinion, be most
appropriate (Swanton 1934).

In 1936 Swanton published an article in which he traced the
movements Of the Cheraw from the northwestern corner of South
carolina to the Dan River around 1700, and from there southeast
to the Pee Dee River in 1710. According to Swanton:

In 1710 they moved southeast and joined the Keyauwee,
but later the two tribes seemed to have separated, the
Cheraw moving lower down the Pedee to the Cheraw
district in South Carolina, where they proved a thorn in
: the flesh to the South Carolina colonists. In 1733 the
Keyauwee, probably accompanied by the Eno and Shakori,
are said to have gone south to join the Cheraw. Another
tribe which must have united with them at this period
was the Sissiphaw, whose fields were on Haw river.
Barnwell says, indeed, that the Sissiphaw were the same
tribe as the Shakori, but apparently this means that
they were a branch of that tribe. Before 1739 the
united tribes removed to the Catawba country, and Eno
and Cheraw are mentioned by Adair as dialects spoken in
the Catawba confederation about 1743. The Cheraw
constituted a distinct body as late as 1768 (1936:

375-376).
:”hqiiﬁﬁxgwanton published a short description of the Lumbee tribe

1:#2 he name "The Croatan Indians" reaffirming his opinion that




%33?:22 02 ;he_waters of Lumber River a large tribe of

slaves 'ang aKLng English, tilling the soil, owning

They occupi §’a°ti°1n9 many arts of civilized life.

Edt theirp 3_ the country as far west as the Pee Dee,

B ond the f.xncipal Seat was on the Lumber, extending

A dlver for 20 miles. They held their lands in
roaéhanf land titles only became known on the

agpth' t°. white men. The first grant of land to any

3 i 1:1s ribe of which there is written evidence in

exds ence was made by George II in 1732 to Henry Berry

and James Lowrie, two leading men of the tribe, and was

located on the Lowrie Swamp, east of Lumber River in

present county of Robeson, North Carolina. A subsequent

grant was made to James Lowrie in 1738. According to

tradition, there were deeds of land of older date,

described as "White" deeds and "Smith" deeds, but no

trace of their existence can be found (Ibid.: 48-49).

0.M. Mc?herson, Special Indian Agent appointed to investigate

n,,. the condition and tribal rights of the Indians of Robeson

and adjoining counties ..." (Ibid.: 7),

‘argument that the Lumbee Indians

endorsed McMillan's

"... were an amalgamation of the

ﬁiiiefas Indians with Gov. White's lost colony; the present

iﬁaiins.are their descendants with a further amalgamation with

sarly Scotch and Scotch-Irish settlers, such amalgamation

Cheraws, who were their nearest neighbors"

L e LD
LA00%




| _ : as well
tpﬂgaree' @S the Eno, Keyauwee, sShakori, Sissipahaw,
. sif
sugeree (clas ied as the Eno Branch), and the Cape Fear, Pedee,

in
'ggcl"" Winyaw, Santee, sewee, Wateree, waxhaw, Woccon, and

yadkin (Swanton 1946: 10), During the turmoil of the eighteenth

century, the tribes in the Catawba division maintained relatively
close contact with each other, often sharing the same territory
and villages (Swanton 1946; 1963). br. Prank Siebert, who
ap,aucted linguistic and ethnological research among the Catawba
_#bg'ovcr twenty years, maintains that the Cheraw spoke a dialect
ggbcutawba‘(ﬁrasser 1964: 279; personal communication, Siebert to
!h"iii' November 21, 1985).
It must be pointed out that Swanton's classification is based

as much on conjecture as on linguistic data. Hudson has argued

. with the exception of Catawba, Tutelo, and Woccon, there is

tqrt' (Ibid.. 7). Hudson puts the issue of

ca. eotrespondencc in a suitable
;u‘¢4., we

b thene




divided fnfits allegiance, ang there were frequent battles
petween those loyal to the colonjes and those who supported the
crown. The Lumbees apparentiy gjgeg with the colonies, quite
PosSibly serving with Francis Marion, "the Swamp Fox,"™ who, on

occasion, took refuge in the Red Banks area, an area of Lumbee

gettlement (Dial and Eliades 197s: 3¢), A.W. McLean described

the part played by the Lumbees:

; thguééggigggtgfvolution some of these Indians served in
Stganizations raganks' as well as in the more local
: e Mar it oy 13§d by the State of North Carolina.
divided i Y embraced in Robeson County was much
Revoluti;: ?Eniége:;: and toward the close of the
of‘gnparalled atrociiyfcene of murderous civil warfare
The tradition of these people that some of their
leaders fought on the sidg og the Colonies seems to be
corroborated by certain circumstances. Giles Lietch
says that during the Revolution some of these families
acqu%red a considerable number of slaves. BHad they
acquired them from North Carolina, these slaves would
have been‘rgcovered on the return of peace. Such slaves
as the British captured, they sent either to Florida or
Nova Scotia. It is therefore probable that these slaves
held by these Robeson County Indians were acquired from
South Carolina. Marion raised his celebrated band
}argely in that part of North Carolina, and as an
inducement for serving with him he offered as pay to his
North Carolina troopers slaves taken from the South
. Carolina Loyalists. So many of these were thus taken
fd g and held by his North Carolina troopers that after the
war the question of their return became a matter of

- state Legislation.
fter the war, feeling against the local Tories ran so
gh that they were discriminated against and severe

S f loyalty were applied. There seems to have been
feeling against these Indians, for although not white
~allowed to vote as "freemen," without any




Y-

bocklear' Samuel Bell, James Brooks,

Berry Hunt, Thomas Jacobs,

1 Revels, Richard Bell, Primus Jacobs, Thomas Cummings, and

wichae
John gammond (1975: 35, fn 3), Lumbees also served in the War of
1812 (U.S. House of Representatives 1913: 14-15). The names of a
npumber of ancestors of present-day Lumbees appear on the 1790
gensus, as Well as subsequent censuses. The data indicate the
P@esence of a well established community whose heads of
ﬁéuseholds are directly related to the contemporary tribal

: impﬁlation'
” ;ﬁlthOHQP generally classified as free non-whites or mulattoes

| @ygmg the post-Revolutionary War years, the Lumbees appear to

| éﬁ&gﬁbeen treated more generously than free blacks, being allowed

,'. ,._"

&ﬁtﬂ without challenge (U.S. House of Representatives 1913:

- The county tax returns show Lumbees owning property in

- communities in the county, but concentrated in the more

g A e

_1y un:eiateé-actioﬁsz;-Ohe by the

u’!

i?guo;hpg byuthe statehof North Carollna

r - ?:-_h ‘r:

'M&.a:




te
BRICQEOTRILEE Settlement, and tribes yicp high visibility and
q;luable land were prime candidates,

e fi .
cagz in :zi ?§§3ult against the Southeastern Indians
people's aggressg' Seldom in modern history has one
so relentless, a gn against another been so unforgiving,
LB dl0E Soutﬂ Nd marked by such terrible results. The
1830, but what hape.” iPdians changed greatly before
%o aﬁ enat i oappened after 1830 virtually brought it
the Americans aPe great political and economic crunch
along with allg‘lned a large portion of a continent,
they forced th its natural resources., At little cost
B i the Saui ? Indians out of their homeland, for all

e inoles were already too beaten to offer much

A nce. The impetus for removal came not from the

- Eooriiwhites on ‘the frontier, but from the Southern

{ planters, pPoliticians, and land speculators. Many of
their countrymen opposed removal, but those who were in
fayor of the policy prevailed in the end, although it
was at the cost of a deep sectional division in the
country which eventually ended in civil war. It was
with Indian removal that the seemingly perpetual
availability of free land became a dominant factor in
American history (Hudson 1976: 451).

In the climate of removal, it did not benefit a tribe of
Indians to manifest its identity overtly. Lumbees, like other
“’fiﬁgéﬁinfthe state held their land in severalty, but often
| ﬁ?“??ﬁﬁhts; Thus, they were in a precarious position.

L

- Dial and Eliades describe it:

n of slavery also appeared in national

ly as an aspect of what would be a

e over state's rights, but mainly as an
On January 1, 1831, william Lloyd
 first edition of his abolitionist




jand for white settlement, and tribes with high visibility and
jaluable land were prime candidates.,

The final assault against the Southeastern Indians
came i? the 1830s. Seldom in modern history has one
people's aggression against another been so unforgiving,
so relentless, and marked by such terrible results. The
world of Southeastern Indians changed greatly before
1830, but what happened after 1830 virtually brought it
to an end. 1In one great political and economic crunch
the Americans gained a large portion of a continent,
along with all its natural resources, At little cost
they forced the Indians out of their homeland, for all
but the Seminoles were already too beaten to offer much
resistance. The impetus for removal came not from the
poor whites on the frontier, but from the Southern

| planters, politicians, and land speculators. Many of
their countrymen opposed removal, but those who were in
favor of the policy prevailed in the end, although it
was at the cost of a deep sectional division in the
country which eventually ended in civil war. It was
with Indian removal that the seemingly perpetual
availability of free land became a dominant factor in
American history (Hudson 1976: 451).

In the climate of removal, it did not benefit a tribe of
Indians to manifest its identity overtly. Lumbees, like other
Indians in the state held their land in severalty, but often

Thus, they were in a precarious position.

hout patents.
| with removal, there was an increasingly strident debate

'y. As Dial and Eliades describe it:

A8 aaara v kst
:t of what would be a




:?gegggzugthghat captured him, or that Turner and
Turner tralma;? were tried and executed. Garrison and
all non-whites :gglghe ante-bellum South and henceforth
(Dial and Eliades 1975: 35) '° C08rS they had fired

Relations in North Carolina between whites and "people of
col°" steadily worsened after the Turner uprising, and in 1834
the paranoia was given legislative status. As the population of
the western counties grew so did the controversy over the

allocation of power. In 1834 the state's electorate voted to

pold a constitutional convention to resolve the dispute over
iy
;gpreaentqtion- After agreeing that representation in the upper

_hougg'wQuld‘be based on wealth and property, and that

representation in the lower house would be based on population,

R
the convention turned its attention to "... the abrogation or

wabe!
ggﬁtﬂig};on-of the right of free Negroes or mulattoes to vote for

»ers of the Senate or House of Commons" (NCSA 1836). After a
debate, the convention adopted the following

onal provision:

e

- No free negro, free mulattoe, or free person of mixed
descended from negro ancestors to the fourth
on inclusive shall vote for members of the

or House of Commons (Ibid.: 421).
)as subsequently adopted by a vote of 26,771 to

e {2 iras

s to remove them,




d themselves to be unduly alarmed. After
;;:§ ;2§Y1:§re NOt tribal Indians subjzct to removal.
es onsibilig €njoyed the prerogatives and met the
éongtitutiOnt;edeE Citizenship, and the new
Sialits they a nothing about depriving Indians of any
signs; the fpossegsed. But the Lumbees misread the
Thg a;thoritrture Was not going to be like the past.
non-whites wga Were pouring a'cup of misery for all
EER Saat . 3 atever distinctions that had existed in
P :ou d be erased with a single mindedness of
purpose that was awesome in its implications for the
Lumbee Indians (Ibid.).

The Lumbees soon found that their unique status as Indians

,s threatened by the application of new laws regarding the

s of non-whites. 1In a series of cases between 1837 and 1860
qpﬁhgts were charged under the provisions of these laws
limited "free persons of color" carrying firearms, serving
28, voting, and the like. 1In most instances, offending

‘xﬁhﬂlbers were freed on a technicality, but the implication

n 1857, a William Chavers was arrested and charged as
n of color” with carrying a shotgun. During the
that he was white, and therefore not subject to

jonetheless, he was convicted. He promptly

a g!f:onlx fRaCzas Neagro., The




General Statutes, Act of 1855 Chap. 107, Section 79).

("

ging it opinion on this definition the court found that "Free

ns Of color may be, then, for all we can see, persons

"f“ ced by Indian blood, or persons descended from negro

estors beyond the fourth degree” (state v, william Chavers

w;: N.C.t 25). For all intents and purposes, the free
”fi_{xon of the state had three categories of race; white,
persons with no known Black or Indian ancestry; free

| individuals with at least one-sixteenth Black ancestry,
ree persons of color, who either were of Indian ancestry Ot
an ;ou_‘;_e-sixteenth Black. Presumably, an individual who was

, but with a Black ancestor beyond the fourth generation,

S ,
e classified also as a free person of color. The

year, in another case involving a Lumbee, the appeals
that forcing an individual to display himself before 2a
mount to compelling him to furnish evidence against
te v. Asa Jacobs 1858 50 N. C.x 256). Thus, the

| to the state to prove that an individual wés a
AR By T BY
ugh the introduction of ggngalqgic&i dataa
- - 0 tisgy Bay weil Lhave a:
' ' st i fing ..1!!‘ i;ﬁ" of ?‘Wt'«r :
B sla e . wAS_tecause AN primitive Jov
et & ¢ THE CIEI& WAR u‘.“gﬁ' 315&31 . L
e Lo ‘T CegiDR t- Ravigakia ,
A utfu &ept:Jlid'{ the ?:(h"7‘




the manhunt that ca
Ptured him, or that Turner and
;gg:::e?rgshers were tried ané executed., Garrison and
gax non—whigatized the ante-bellum South and henceforth
s would pay for the fears they had fired
(Dial and Eliades 1975: 39).

relations in North Carolina between whites and "people of
color” steadily worsened after the Turner uprising, and in 1834
gpe paranoia was given legislative status. As the population Of
¢he western counties grew so did the controversy over the
allocation Of power. 1In 1834 the state's electorate voted to
pold @ constitutional convention to resolve the dispute over
.:;é‘r:'_“e"“.ti"“' After agreeing that representation in the upper

pouse wquld“ be based on wealth and property, and that

-

DR 10 - €
representation in the lower house would be based on population,

o W T

"ﬂig"‘dt{:‘n?ention turned its attention to "... the abrogation or
“ "t;lzc.tion of the right of free Negroes or mulattoes to vote for
;;:lofthe Senate or House of Commons" (NCSA 1836). After a
:I;;aate-\, the convention adopted the following

e
ional provision:
s

free negro, free mulattoe, or free person of mixed
- descended from negro ancestors to the fourth
.on inclusive shall vote for members of the

ades 1975: 41). o
d the Lumbees; a vocal assertion of

e resulted in efforts to remove them,



k (Evans 1971: 34_3g)
" the Lumbee Ing
ians the forced labor was the final insult,

treatment bein
. g no better than that accorded the slaves.

‘much o

; f the best land in the county; Gaelic-speakin
_r;ﬁ?u&na "Buckskins," :

5 _ S," who kept largely to themselves and who
ng the western perimeter of the county; and the Indians,
ed small plots among the swamps that bordered the

. These swamps presented an almost impenetrable

the development of transportation, however, the
O£1the Lumber was relatigely back&ard and :
populated. This was because the productive land
up and crisscrossed by pocosins, or "bays," the
oval-shaped swamps characteristic of the
rolinas. These have no particular significance
- roads have been constructed, but in early
prehistoric times they may well have acted
filter determining the kind of people who
. This was because in primitive days
transportation was the dugout canoe;
g@xq;'::sipq the navigable

from the farm lands by
swamps. This difficulty

from settling in the

,;gggfﬁiﬁﬁﬁiiu:{:a




. _tection to these soldiers. As the number of Lumbees and Union

giers "1aYing out® increased, 8o did the burden of feeding

A with SO many men in hiding or conscripted, there were few
;a_? the farm work. The attitude of the Lumbees changed from a
_'fiV‘ one to one marked by belligerence. 1In short order, a

; emerged, led by the sons of Allen Lowrie (Ibid.:35-38).
mttotl came to a head in 1864 when the Lowries slaughtered
eral pigs belonging to a planter named James P. Barnes. Unable
t satisfaction for his loss, Barnes resorted to directing
cription officers to the Lowries' house. The Lowries'
iﬁteﬂ-iy killing Barnes (Ibid.: 38-39). FPollowing this they
§i€f the conscription officer, James Brantley Harris.

1 1y warned, Harris set up an ambush and killed an innocent
f the tribe, whose name was Jarman Lowrie, a cousin of
1§y Lowrie. Harris next killed tﬁo'of Jarman's brothers

;hﬁé returned from conscripted sé£v1é62;6n43anuary'15.
ey
"ﬁowrie Band caught up with Harris and killed ‘him

| 3-383)5° A tlreold

‘15 oy :ﬂah t 3
%xginforced ‘Home Gu

1y the band's




ging. The band, now led by Henry Berry Lowrie, struck back at

gigh
jocal constabulary,

ihé By 1870, Henty Berry had put together a
pidable band that was able to defy the local authorities with

for
i,punity and style.
The LOowry Band was thus rec h he
was not quite twenty, Henry ngz;izggeﬂawaqgsalthoug
unquestioned leader. It would geem that such a group
could not escape the Poljce Guard, strengthened by the
return of Confederate veterans, But six years later
some members of the band would still be free and even
offering rewards for the capture of their pursuers.
Yet, except for when the militia was around, these men
On the contrary Henry

did not vanish into the swamps,

‘ Berry "as well as his followers were often on the public
highways or at work for the citizens. They ventured to
attend church Occasionally at New Hope [Chapel] ... in
Scuffletown, but it was observed that they always went
armed."

It seems clear that the arms of less than a dozen men
were no match for the militia, They survived because of

a one-way flow of information in Robeson county. The

» Lowrys were usually well informed as to the whereabouts
of the militia: the authorities were usually misinformed

~ as to the whereabouts of the Lowrys (Ibid.: 75-76).

in fact did happen to Henry
ied, uncontradicted histo

in February, 1872, he
by the winter mist

Back Swamp. There

RSt




1 in, or
-' _::beili_onl?ff.status.p You wilil Certainly pay dearly for
~ It is not possip)e to su ore that
i has ;cc“muéated around themﬁ:;:zgfhgzzr;l;eigs.l But it
’?'agf  ance | hat one thing is certain: he made a
.;ﬂ{l :;e?cedin Robeson County, ge gave the Indians, with
R al 5 e r? iverse Origins, the sense of being one
- people. From just what tripa; origin one was not quite
- sure, whether Lumbee, Cherokee, Croatan, or descended
~ from the survivors of tpe unsuccessful English colony
- on Roanoke Island during the 1580's. But one people
gEasy certainly are - united by ancient bonds of kinship,
friendship, and above all the towering image of Henry
- Berry, who, living or dead, imparted some of his
*rngi°ﬂ¢1 qualities to the thousands of brown-skinned
. p

ople living along the banks of the Lumber.
trength from a mighty legend.

nt history has been somewhat
egroes, during the years
he Reconstruction experiment

merged a new, one-party South,
No one

- The Indians have drawn s
"As a result their subseque
~ happier than that of the N
following the failure of t

'in democracy, when there e
‘based on restricted suffrage and repression.

r succeeded in putting Indians in what the
servatives called their place, that is, the half-free
tus that Indians and non-slave Negroes had held

before the war (Ibid.: 250-253).

- NINETEENTH CENTURY -- POST CIVIL WAR



~or the first two g i

‘!‘0‘. €cades followlng the establishment of
.g’?ﬁg‘fégated schools, the Lumbees continued their refusal to

g _y e. Slowl

rﬁi?ticipat Y, the Democratic county leaders became aware

ggogggtggiigfmf‘ats wWere slow to see the significance
oting agai cal power of the Indians. The Indians were
For ERsts cgffdthem and were demanding separate schools
in the count reén. It took ten years for the Democrats
& Nty to see that in order to win the Indians'
support they would have to do something for them

(Oxendine 1945: 24).
In 1885, the North Carolina General Assembly passed an act

»
_gaoqniZing the Lumbee tribe, and naming it Croatan, at the same

ings, on the northwestern end of Robeson County. McMillan

RiVs

y The:Indians, fortunately, had an advocate for their

. representatlve from Robeson county.
an investigated the origins of the Robeson Indians

1T g
ded that they were descendants of the "Lost

slatlon glVlng the Indians of Robeson

:1f3951gnatxon and the privelege of having
13, under thei: own d1rect10n. The




lature to recoqni
tur gnize them as Croatans ang give them separate

schools" (M
sch (McPherson 1915, 39-40). After the passage of

. act, the Democratijc Party received the Indian vote at the
lection (Oxendine 1934: 49-50)

l. recognition as Cr :
2. separate Indian sgigzgsfndians'
3. separate school committées: \
4. selection of teachers of their own choice;
5. pro rata share of the county's school funds;
RS 6., fiscal disbursement through the county;
7. development or expansion of schools initially
controlled by the county board of education;
8. right of Indian children in Robeson County to
attend Indian schools outside their resident

digtriCtS;
Lo eligibility to attend Indian schools limited
- to Croatans "now living in Robeson County and
s their descendants; and

P10 application of general school laws to the
Indian school system unless inconsistent with
ggegi?as act (North Carolina Laws 1885, Ch. 51:

lg;ﬁhg Indian school system was intended to co-exist

Rhiza
Xxisting county board of education's non-Indian

B, 3
risdiction, but with two exceptions. Implicitly,

tees were empowered to determine the

to attend, and explicitly, they were

own teachers. 58
ARy Mallacs

2 school system did not automatically

4




k3

hi;ro the Honorap
. -caroli:a: o
- We the undersi
- in North Carolingnegoc
establish for :
our race, and
eral law upon mar
"gor any Croatan ang :i‘?ﬁa'
- marriages hereafter . iy
- February 2, 1887),.
s

.gpa was signed by 67 Croatans and six
an signers were:

roatan 1n

us, a Normal

ask that you

"

Hector Locklear
J.W. Oxendine
Magilbra Brayboy
William L. Locklear
Harrison Ransome
James Dial
Soliman Locklear
Winslow Locklear
Isham Locklear
Peter Bullard
Isaac Brayboy
Turner Lowerie
W.L. Moore

Zion Lowrie
Hugh Oxendine
J.L. Monroe
Asbury Oxendine
Henry Brayboy
A.J. Revels

! Nelson Chavis
s 8 Nm Bull‘:d

ot

(Y. 340

‘l" o 3

name is rep

E:
he Genera) Assembly of North

reapecttully ask, that you

do amend the

a:aigyuakedit a2 misdemeanor
+ and declare such
Contracteq, utterly void (NCSA

"White Citizens.”™

William Goins
Archie Oxendine
G.W. Lowrie
Isac Braboy
John E. Oxendine
Wesley Bullard
Thomas Locklear
James 1. Lowrie
J.J. Oxendine
Preston Locklear
J.C. McEachin, Jr.
Willey Jacobs
Joseph Locklear
Brown Lowerie
Alva Oxendine
J.W. Willis
Jack Oxendine
Wm. Jacobs
Hector Sanderson
Israel Rodgers
Paisly Sanderson

resented in this




il on the Same g

L) aY the Genera) ASsembly amended th

e law to include ¢ i :

i he Prohibitjon against marriages between

« Ch. 254: 499).

act contains eleven sectiong. The first provided
Lov ed:

That w'Lo Moore af
Locklear, and othérsaﬂgg g:endine; James Dial, Preston
and their successors, are pe be associated with them,
:Pplztic and corporate, for ;eby constituted a body
county of Robeson, under the uUcational purposes, in the
trustees of the Croatap Nor; ?ame and style of the
may have perpetual succeasio: nouool, and by that name
plead and be impleaded, contra May sue and be sued,
to have and to hold such pror:ct and be contracted with,
lands, and all appurtenancesptgty' including buildings,
~gounty of Robeson, at any placeezet°' situated in the
selected by the trustees herein n said county to be
place shall be locategd between Bgame b
PR 0 said county; to acquire by o NP and Lumber
or otherwise, real and pPersonal rg Egich?se, gonatlon,
of establishing and maintaining z sghoo{ ogrhigg gg;ggse
for teachers of the Croatan race in North Carolina.

empowered the named trustees to select one of their

serve as president and to select three additional
"... from the Croatan race in such manner as they may
to hire teachers according to their own rules, and to
3 on the board of trustees by a majority vote

the act provided $500 for each of the first two

rs' salaries. It guaranteed that the property

o long as it was used for educational

ed of every student who attended that they

. The act did not provide funds for the



ty tO manage its own educationa) affairs d
: zed that the tribe had a number of well 'e;.nblih:tﬂit
- some of whom it namegd in the act, g %5
1889 the General Assembly amendeg the 1885 act by
ng in section two of the law the following words, "and
A all be excluded from such separate schools for the said
i _.,}j_;hd:lanl all children of the negro race to the fourth
on" (Laws of North Carolina 1889, Chapter 60; as quoted
gon 1915: 228). It fell to the school committees to
In

o dEudent eligibility. Their power was soon tested.

ool committee denied admission to the children of a

amily. They appealed the decision to the North

2 Supreme Court, which upheld the action of the school

1

tee on the basis of Negro descent within the fourth

‘The decision virtually assured Indian control of

The
system. It also provided a means for determining

. context for passage of these acts is

's Indians through the establishment of the

tgmhis proved unsatisfactory due to the

ression and the absence of qualified




i £ a na
_fdrmer's Alliance. 1 ;g4 tional organization called
ra . 3 thls se
gment of the pe i
! Sedithe mocratic
, captu General Assembly, 9iving the st
State "the

('s Legislature," ywith its reform Progra
m.

Y
3L One of the

' 's chief aims w
ianS A4S a common School System for the rural

. In the gsections of 1894 ang 1896, the small-farmer

rats joined with Republicans, ang captured control of the

cembly, ;thus giving the state tpe So-called "Fusion Rule"
quson 1969: 130-133),
obeson County in the 1880s was Predominantly rural and

ultural, with a sizable Republican vote. Consequently, the

ic hold on the county was fragile, dependent in large
'~ghe fear that blacks and Republicans would take over as
~during the Reconstruction period. Given these electoral
-he Lumbee leadership appears to have taken advantage of

s' predicament in 1887 by emphasizing that normal

islation would help the Indian community to separate
zhe county's black population, thus strengthening the
on the county. In light of the critical role of

-ﬁﬁﬁiétewide politics in 1875, an appropriation of
] B

was a small price for the legislature's




fare
Y:éislaéiggszsgibigghiﬁ the nore Wary about the
majority shared Suspicignthe Normal School. The

discrimination. 1t 8 borne of fift
that the whites WOulgagodégflcult fo Y years of

advapcement. AS a result mething for their
r

n of a building. Even then
ntribute $200 of his own d

school, so that it coulgd ogéglﬁgg‘;?lg‘i";‘“e to the

§1¢“5°h°°lf consisting of one two-story building, opened in
1 of 1887 with fifteen pupils. Its first principal and
was W.L. Moore, who had himself completed four years of
.r;s:.c'hool before moving to Prospect (Ibid.: 91,93). The
ruggled through the early years with inadequate staff,
and materials. In 1889 the legislature increased the
ropriation to $1000, but this fell far short of the
d. ). W.L. Moore served as teacher-principal, without

e first three years. The difficulties faced by the

ic

‘in raising funds, finding teachers, and recruiting

the developing school system were compounded by the

ces in the community, rivalries among community

support given by the state. 1In the face

a number of Lumbee leaders decided

In December, 1888,




¢ & petition in which they
ibe'sg use,

state of North Caroli

To the Honorable the ggﬁgfgunty ©t Robeson.
The undersigneq, your pet?g of

croatan Indians, 1

_appropriated to pe extend tq

- purpose of assistip 8ed for the 80le and exclusive
‘152 said county ang gtgggrtPEtitionerB and other Croatans
 fit them for the dut{ O educate their children and

county, of legal school age,
bg??é::nanghséXty-five (1,165 in December, 1887)
f;ﬂ' Ee o ai the Croatans in said county and State ara
'ﬁ;_.“s i s ¢ tlzevsf engaged for the most part in
'.“i§§:e:“§:i g:gzgits' znd are unable to give their

e S o roper educational trainin
would, as aforesaid, oar ecksiits ¢

e most respectfull etition your
rable body to assist P A

DOC them,
UL Petitioners are a remnant of White's lost colony
during the long years

that have passed since the
ppearance of said colony have been struggling
ded and alone to fit themselves and their children
exalted privileges and duties of American

and now for the first time ask your honorable
me to their assistance.

I petitioners as in duty bound, etc.

ine, Ashbury Oxendine, Zackrious Oxendine,

iine, Billy Locklear, Malakiah Locklear,

lear, John Bullard, Crolly Locklear, G.W.

rick Locklear, Luther Dees, John A. _

Solemon Locklear, Anquish A. Locklear,_sllas

ne Oxendine, Isaac Brayboy, James Lowrie, John

, Marcus Dial, Josep Locklea=r, Eliach

ocklar, W.W. Lockler, J.E. Lovit, Buey

ckler, Marcus Dial, Joseph Locklear,

rank Locklear, W.W. Locklear, J.E.

r, John Locklear, Joseph Locklear,

e, A.J. Lowrie, Gorge Brayboy, Pink

endine, William Sampson, Steven

n, Wues Sampson, Jogg Samgg:g; .
sodwin, Jordan Oxendine, ~

Gll, Willey Jacobs, Murdock Chavogﬁ.

bove named respectfully ask that 1

; admits an educational aid that it be
J!"!'l"""';z,',-l,;gt-.eles of the normal school in

'thh thereof as may be necessary
chool building, and that the

% urpose of training teachers

Hﬁhg gay attend said school

Of the Croatan race, eleven

7 HN PAGE 38
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ur members of the trip
e signed 3 Petition in which they
state of North Caro)
To the Honorable theig:ﬁg::::ty of Robeson,
roatan Indians, 1ivy Petitioners, a pactt of the
£y _=t.'513i1thﬂié r.sisgnin the County and state
A Y petit
r;§“3°“ may 3,2 fition Your honorable body for such aid
| puEpose Of assisting your periq oL%,2Nd exclusive
vem to educate their children and
em for the duties of American Citizenship.
r -:ﬁalg ;t 8§?°°1 age, of the Croatan race, eleven
g yY-five (1,165 in December, 1887)
Citizens, engaged for the most part in
- pursuits, and are unable to give their
as aforesaid, most respectfully petition your
Y to assist them.
the long years that have passed since the
said colony have been struggling
.vileges and duties of American
)r the first time ask your honorable

ted an appropriation for the tribe's yge
~ The undersigned, your Of the United states:
_ﬂ_iPQQtf“ Ce for a hundred years or more,
Lattilttd to be to extend to them, the amount to be
in said county and Stater Petitioners and other Croatans
.ft'P’titionars would show that there are in said
That the Croatans in said county and State arz
€ benefits of proper educational training,
Ners are a remnant of White's lost colony
to fit themselves and their children
assistance.

tioners as in duty bound, etc.
' Oxendine, Zackrious Oxendine,
cklear, Malakiah Locklear,
n Bullard, Crolly Locklear, G.W.

ear, Luther Dees, John A.

lear, Anquish A. Locklear, Silas

)ac Brayboy, James Lowrie, John
Josep Locklea=r, Eliach
Lockler, J.E. Lovit, Buey
s Dial, Joseph Locklear,

W.W. Locklear, J.E.
klear, Joseph Locklear,
ie, Gorge Brayboy, Pink
liam Sampson, Steven
mpson, John Sampson,
rdan Oxendine, James R.
Jacobs, Murdock Chavous.
spectfully ask that if
cational aid that it be
f the normal school in
f as may be necessary
ilding, and that the

e of training teachers
d said school




(Petition 1888) .

etitioners includeq all o
S B e £
pe. * the norma) 8Cchool trustees, with

~_ exception of w.rL,
e ® P Hoore ana James Dial, as well as the names

ofw of those who haqg Signed the 18
£ ™ | 87 petition to the North
agﬂu” House of Roproaantauv.,_
 ome petition was ref
rthe pe erred to the Houge Committee on Indian

L -
*@gﬂ_.wbich. on December 29, 1888, referred it to the
ment Of the Interior for 4 consideration,

Commissioner

?t,@lﬂaitﬂ John a5 Oberly, in turn' sent a copy, on

3

q " :
_oary 7, 1889, t
janud t'sdl 89, to J.W. Powell Of the Bureau of Ethnology, with

g Coi
fzt information (McpPherson 1915: 37). Powell wrote

- later, giving a general history of the group and
?M‘is.s-ioner to Hamilton McMillan (Ibid.: 37-38).
9, Oberly wrote to McMillan requesting what

1d furnish concerning the tribe (Ibid.: 38).

* passed before there was any additional

1swer to a Mr. T.W. Belt:

g your letter of 7th ultimo will say
2 behalf we wrote are not the
e Croatan Indians. Therefore
appropriated for the Cherokees.

am officially interested have as
without so much as the
et the youth who have had (to
-unities for educating _
al, intellectual, and social
~ Ccan not something be
3 normal school for them? 5 3

tion.
fgﬁveﬂionce'(lbid.: 38-39).



e exchange of corre

!'h SpPondence prompted Commissioner Morgan
July 14, 1890.

received the

n 'rit' another letter o McCMillan, dateqa
“gillan replied immediately, Saying that he had not

etter and its »
g.tli.r A enclosures, Had they been received I
l‘ mvt rosponded 3L Pleasurgﬂ He then went on

‘.'cttbt the tribe's history ana his role in providing the
"I1f you can aid

(1bid.: 39).

“.ngg they had received from the state.
They are

qfk
ﬂﬂﬁt. he wrote, "in the way desired we would be glad.

'5 s of the United States and entitled to the educational
i a.g.; .njOYEd Dy other citizens, but those advantages are

nrl

_,(Ibid.. 40).
st 11, 1890 Commissioner Morgan sent his decision toO

‘, "

-
Referring to your letter of July 2 and office

thereto of the 16th, I have received a

tion from Hamilton McMillan, of Red Springs,

ing forth the situation of the Croatan Indians
It appears from his statement that this

'fnized by the State of North Carolina, has

he work of their education.
3t exceedingly that the provisions made by

'North Carolina seem to be entirely
find it quite impractical to render any
S time. The Government is responsible

on of something like 36,000 Indian
provision for less than half this

as the immediate wards of the
nsufficiently provided for, I do not

stently render any assistance to the

n véry much interested in the
| by Mr. McMillan regarding this

B8 (1bid.: 40).
I;i*iolely on economic

implying that if there were

os would be provided to tribes



as far back as the eighteenth century
8Grill,

- According to C.

historian of the North Carolina Conference of the

ffh_bdiSt Church, "[t]he earliest Native American church

ty [Robeson] was Saddletree Meeting House or Hammonds
miles north of Lumberton on the Stage Road dated in

1 March 27, 1984). But it was not until the 1870s that

pel, Bee Branch Church,
Ey 1. There were probably
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eing stat aew
rs being loned pe, SPape, Mentions y.g
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L the ¢y

A ember 7, 1 urch j

. ar SePt L8710 Additign,, " Ehat yeq (Wilmin
gton

Lecet s 8 C A tda ChARel
_afathers was a Mme s N wri

J*d thodist Ministe *ing about his
oeriod from 1865 through ebi T in Robeggp County
) - In

e P
3 the Rey
o er
'ﬂed Hethodist ChurChes in the . end Wass Chaffin

evide

n

Ce COmesg from a lett
er

088 Neck :
‘and Saddletree, as well as i area - Union, New
well, Hore

b

+ and Asbury.

churches prio M i
fmeetire he last mone,3°0d Rinistry in the

a two-day meetin
' g g at Ho S of 1867
. congregation Pewel] - + He refers
greg Was present and aage:glcgozelgrge to
SB rful feeling in

the meeting. He ref
Union at which he paur;, O Preachi
; aptized "1Ng to a large
reaching a 27 ch S LR
£ I e New HODE and baptizing 3h oplS foerS to
1ildren. None

gFes as early as the Civil war. For example, during the
ivil War period Patrick Lowrie, brother of Henry Berry

'gg;_:_a Methodist (Evans 1971: 68). 1In 1844 the Methodist

ose in _t_he south formed the Methodist Episcopal

A -

d th
B Bt
. Those in the north retained the name Methodist

el Lt -
; -j;In a -.iie!"-t-eff' to Adolph Dial, J. Claude Chaffin,
e ‘_.4 b? Ll o> x - . ...-
tween the split in the
= 2 !F : 3 ’ OT' &
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B s - Tuniohee I have o
B -pur + New jgq LOneg
. ﬁoreb’iagdaAfS“‘YI May haye’ Saddler, N Indian
".c:if-l;ﬂ‘:ted withe:gg ;gdﬂ - veral Unitedtn
af . = r Ow, act
wethodist Episcopa) Chur ac ually became
,gzurchr South, reunjteq (1:2 lgggthe H::ﬁgg::féegglien the
. . 8c°pa1
. k [The on1y p,
. i’-"l?-urcg:: :fgi‘{?a‘::gtiomd may Ka]w:age n anvare that tne
B o witharew £ With the Methoaige paloNg the

ich w SOl that Church i, %gt EPiscopal churcp

o

Holiness Methodist chypqy, 00 and becane the

granfe:ence (Chaffin Novembe, 25e Il‘g:g?r River Annua)
r

g.;-andfather had been 3 Circuijt Minister jp Rob
| obeson

the area occupied by tpe Lumbees ip 1868 4na 1680, ‘10
> writings of his grandfather tpat Chaffin draws the

on about the "tension ang difficulty in Robeson," and the
‘northern church coincidental with the ascendancy of
blicanism. Under Republican influence, the Indian

ke with the solid front Oof white Methodists in the

ined the Northern Conference, This move reflected

e Indian-white Ppolarization during the height of the

represented an affirmative, political defiance of
T‘

to the insularity of their church
IR S A R NPT T
v PSRN Ten, 13



-.‘-odist conference wag formeg by
e th t

Me 5.:’3 Henry H., Calvinp c

: Church
ed Lowr * ON September 20
02, expell LGS his followvers, ’

Tige and baptism by Ministerg of th

nNey conf e
ay deterred the Lowrys, ., continyeg rence. This in

{ tO exercise a g
1 for the next x a dominant
yence Sixty-two Years (pj

A al and Blijag :
and Eliades have Provided the o itons es: 109).

) Ng description of th
jonalism of the time: . g

groups, the North Carolipe Hecnodists are split into two

a Conference of
Methodist Church ang the Holi s theiunited
. ness
the Lumbee River Annua) Conference?etgggiigtgggrgg >

e established conference. It would be easy
blame the division on personalty differences or

ry for leadership; however, this does not appear to
2 case. Lowry and Moore remained life-long friends
Moore's death in 1931. The reason for the

on of the Lumbee Methodist Conference was to
self-determination to the Lumbee people, to create
-ion in which the Lumbees made the decisions




TABLE 1

MBER Bap
cHURCHES WHO e 4 years- T“T
oF THE CHUS : ecte
LIST N _ 1901, sel L 1899 1901
81
ChurCh 18 \
/”'1//:;: 83 91
6
Burnt Swamp 70 0 93 51 58
1
Magnolia 21 o 98 96 91
' ' 1
Reedy Branch 20 --—-— not listed --_____
| Mt. Pleasant 23 o | 56
i : 47 49 54
A i 46 51 56
Deep Branch W
I | 22 52 68 53
L Mt. Olive L
, _ A 25 s==—nothlisted ----___
' Seven Bridge ;
. 76 76 83
54 47
50 51
41 48
32 85

B 220 not listed

not listed




Pinal division Simiya,
. to

£ ifteen

Jainegq
Rbnacies fOM & neigpy,, .
. n

:notesj. The Plymoyty 4

Nt sect that
Y J.N,

D
arhy . Its

etpretation of

1881 when

Magnolia, ang

+ Chose officers

* "The Burnt Swamp

y Baptist Association of the Mixed Racen (BSBA 1881)

churches had a total membership of 11 (Ibid.: s
.1 see

Burnt Swamp was the oldest, having been formed in

L4
x4

vember of 1881, the association held its second

~

é@gpted Mt. Pleasant Church as a member (Ibid.).

of the next twenty years the association included

,ghg association. In 1901 Ashpole and Pleasant

pad Mt. Elam and Cheerful Hope were dropped

: .---‘.' I it g u - Pl “_l‘ =3 :E“-‘;"-‘L“! “ ;
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Education j
moulding of ypPiles 4
of books, an§h§ Ming, 'GR“"-“Q out
Unless we havye 2&"!:0 reducliterali or Shaping, o
purposes helpje his k“Oiileg the
Viewing the sag-. 9e, we
the avocationg gf]: t o ener
£ success. Educatjgp ife we not1§1 Sducation,
¥ cornfield, in the 4.° Needeq ap , P8t it terpinoudh all
conducting the domestic b th L Minates with
cause Of Chrise Tr31rS of qousiDeSs of fpo")ohe
| L avo?:aslti and, in ¢ OVernment, i, Cargl;siihold, in
R R iOIf] of life ¢t 1t ig needed ip e%egn the
creatures of thig iﬂ??ge : : .
of education. There is rrmus. POSsesse
reach tge Zénith of oyr grggts;ilble.chance for us to
;E g:;tigfél:St;c,duntil we are :gﬁc;:eChu:ch Mattersy nor
: r N€ed a school : + We, as a bod
-gzgegétbgf our children, Tgiga?;zigeazgg s they
the summigug?t'fmm the polluted valley of ighorance i
~ Education i “1gchligencs, SRy
Clergy: Tharefors we oot il 20 the BATt of uhe
Suongs 5 18
_-y_,inisterlal Edugation, that the man g% ggfdogg;ybzn
‘thoroughly furnished to every good word and work - a
-k_mgn that needeth not to be ashamed, but rightly
lviding the Word of Life, may not only save themselves
com the blood of all men, but those that hear them from
ernal punishment. We have ministers among us who are
ficient in education. What shall we do for them?
we suffer if we help them? We will not for it is
ity. Let us help them by concert of action, and by
1 attain to ourselves a more efficient
nd the work will redound more fully to God's
MEY, Ly tee RéspethIIllY sdgni.:gieﬁ,

e
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dine 1945: 26). Pembroke quickly became a commercial
e e
t_ﬂM- Ling

BIBRE- Supanie (SUMMARY

U1t '{-gréupa sa 25a 2ad

e ¢ 1ry the Lumbees were recognized as an
' the local populations, the

1
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red white nor Woulg -

Ca t
ere @ PeopPle 1iny . 2 Pt bej,
2 get

though they 1liyegq inka ®Xteng
1p,

pumbees had learned
o
O use thejr voting
Strength tq
gain

sions from white po

: P liticians. Whites

was less dangerous ¢q acco ' 10 turn, nag learned
mm

. ond
nem. ‘Although Henry g ate the Lumbees than to
rry Lowrie had Bassea
€d from the scene

. 2 years before, his page Was enough to cay

iple, the Robesonian, the county newspaper p:lt':ozc:m.
1. A - i

e éffec‘: that Henry Berry Lowrie hag asked a re:ldeit
d County to request a Pardon for him (Robesonian

.

1905: 5). This concern translateg into grudging

che Lumbees as a Seéparate Indian people, and

ling support for issues and candidates. They

%&*‘Gaﬁable of direct action when threatened, a




rory of the Croatan Indiang ™h
% € follo
'r‘._..-'-’al’ remarks to the full House e day he Presented
né + Bellap
in of the trj Y recounte
orig ribe, the triberg e d the Lost
Ory through the

ellum and Civil war
Perioqg, through the Henry g
@rry Lowrie

f
. ptaised the

1g achievements angd Character, and mag
g e a

onal assistance (Bellamy February 2, 1900: 1457-1458)
his efforts there is no fecord of the bill'sg passage

- ' 3
pellamy's support for the tripe highlights an important facet

son County race relations at the tipe, The years

00 was a period of intense racial animosity on the part of

s towards blacks. The Democrats, chafing at the continuing
lacks and Republicans in local politics, returned to
gned to terrorize blacks and dissuade them from
articipation. The disenfranchisement of blacks by the
w‘lﬂ&hﬂr Clause dates from this period. Bellamy

1 of support from the white supremacists without

st for his support of the Lumbees. 'AS an
= + ‘to visit the "White




A On October 19, 1905,
€ Normal School at Pates,

0 s
eCure » . . aid from the

£ to secure *++ Preliminary to
gorr 3 Census of the Indians of thig section"
on

Lumberton, N.C.

At Mme of this effort.
1907 the normal school trustees found another friend among
R ' Dersoniof Colonelul, K. Mctisan, Lielean o
)ase the normal school's appropriation to $1,250 a year
n August 6, 1908). The trustees expressed their
on for his efforts in a letter to the editor signed by
Locklear (Ibid.).
upport coming from the state for the development of
trustees of the normal school had to depend upon
. Funds were raised through picnics and

1907, for example, $800 was subscribed for
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. e impugning Ehas

oratiy hejr Indja, ldeny;
tioned ity
 ees peti the legislature Y

¢ Consequently
islat ot a '
The legislatuyre a°°°mm0dat /

e

i;, to "Indians of Robesgp Coun
pd"

J...:].l-r- chapter 213). the Same 3¢

Property
+Cs Public g
WS, March g, 1911,
er 168), which they qiq ¢, {83Tselatery (pigt Eliades

~ rhe name selected by the Genera) Assembly dig not Please the
,_.;ﬁ_-_:" so, in 1913, ame. The

: * OVer the protests of the Eastern Band
kee, by changing their name from the

' to the

3] Assembly responded

"Indians of Robeson
"Cherokee Indians of Robeson County" and the name

'_ié‘éi.na'i school to the "Cherokee Indian Normal School of

unty" (N.C. Public Laws 1913 Chapter 123: 215-216).

'é:..l.f{é}:;'xemain the school's name for the next twenty-

attempted to get Congress to adopt a name

Plasos geps: tad thar.Chels Ea 3 S04
e Indians;" it did not pass (U.S.

' adiaries Ead Al
g year Senator Simmons




ﬁ with Senator simmons i
Supportin

in
! rt.o speak to the tribe at

the ;
o N Reedy B leglslatiOn

B0 " P llivas e, Lo\ compy
: t
a‘Bted informatlon frOm th tee, "hiCh

nformation, : : 9 Interjq,

an. They are classed

OUS, law abiding,
used by the county
"Are crazy on the subject of
~do not associate ‘Wwith the Negro race, looking
in about the same way as to [sic] do the °
‘their community", ol o adt o NGFEL
-ans are fine physical specimens; better than

ibes. They are increasing in

b he rule., One Jose) :

‘western tr







EREBelle (Lunbe,
James A. LOCklear ik
C.B. SampsOn (Lumbe mberton)
S.A. Hammong
Irwin Hammong
steven Hunt (g,

J.0. Brooks (noaﬁgﬁd).c.}
Hendersop Lowry (Maxto
C.F. Lowry (Buie)

(Ibid. June 13, 1912),

; ty. Beginning in January,
. it called for meetings to Support the

_ legislation (1big,
igﬁy.zy'ﬁ 19332¢1) sonAtithe February Mmeeting those in

idance formed a committee tq 90 to Washington to lobby for
ill. The committee was headegd by D,F. Lowry (Ibid. February
, and consisted of A.B. Locklear, Preston Locklear, A.N.

r, James A. Locklear, W.R. Locklear, and B.F. Loud. A.W.




J$ a_t:ibal delegatjop Consjgt
; n

. chavis returnegq to Cong
¥ Le

On April

call a magg meeting to

.cuss the implicationsg (Robesonian May 7, 19
r 14: 3)-

ution, later that summer, calie A second

d for an investigation of the

ee Indians of
cee Robeson County, Perhaps an effort to reflect

+S. Senate June 30, 1914), 1In

ndings (Robesonian July 30, 1914: 1).
o AN B PR 0 L

rson Visited Robeson County in the summer of 1914,
f;{z;i:s.i.t with letters designed to establish contacts

nf ;--.'ma?t__.i?on_., On his arrival McPherson was greeted at
@) e .

' the tribe called by Stephen A. Hammond, among
. 3%} '1914: 5). During the visit the
30addids ),

for the right to send their children to

. -




McPhergq, 1915

erson, wWritin
ph g to Cctmm:Lssimler 30) .
Sel)g

B gion of his fielg
ip’ Lesearcy, ' 9ave tpe following

Hon. Cato selj)g Lump
Commiss: €rton
D.C. t981ioner of Indiap »¢ " NeCor August 6, 1914
My Dear Mr Sell fairg W
< p S: + Nashington
i:gg;ﬁgggig%r 1Ette§ g?": the honer to ack R
N of the o Ugust 4 °knowledge the
onditjg » 1914, Concerni
/ ng my

. the Indians of Ro on
\ carolina. beson ang adjéiﬁgga}:oﬁlghts' MR Ch
nties in North

I beg to say ip
B - Leply tp
: our letter I at pr
y had mage arranggmégistgotgitregeipt of
: end the

bagd. 1
n Monday, August 3
number of India?xs ligin; ;;3%;96 the homes of a large
are known as the Sampson ang H’dest of Lumberton in what
notes of their conditjop and cunt poLiEments. L TyEook
concerning their history, tribggfer'red frosiy §irbitnen
conditions, and as to what Con reglghts' b
them. Tuesday, August 4 1 cogferi gou]'.d best do for
number of Indians in Lumberton alog g;th 3 laige:
~ who had come in by arrangement to megt mg ??:nrlesu::rﬁei'
~conference. Yesterday I spent the entire day at
' t_)_g-_o}__:e in a similar conference with the Indians of the
broke neighborhood, and conferred with a very large
er. I had made arrangements to visit the homes of
dians in the Pembroke district to-day, but had to
-pone the trip on account of rainy weather. I shall
ow if the weather permits, and shall spend
a similar visit to a different pa e

7]



pus ice, sign (Robeac‘nian
econ e £ 9753 bYIAL chayy ALY S0 N g e
Ibid 1). On August 13

We
'.:fe sffect that some 3

B0 it and ey,

., .ssed the gatherj ;
gﬂd_;essed ) ring (Ibigq, August
:Ef,lished on August 20,

_ ; COMMI
ﬂ’ . Committees Appointeg byngsegglINDIAlﬁs

to have oversight of the welfargogmittee was appointed

Robeson county. The General i
subcommittees as follows: T Ctee has appointed
For the district composed of st. paul
VST . S, Lumberton
Raft Swamp, Saddle.Tree, Howellsville and Rennert
townships: A. Chavis, E.D. Smith, St. Pauls; Gilbert
'_.I.‘{gcklear, J.E. Dial, J.A. Locklear, J.N. Lowrie, Floyd
Locklear, Lumberton; E.M. Clarke, Rennert.
_ Of this sub-committee J.E. Dial is chairman and E.D.
Smith is secretary.
| that part of the county included in Fairmont,
dsville, Rowland, White House, Thompson and Gaddys
hips, the following were appointed as members of
leral committee: E.J. Hunt, Daniel Locklear,
Paul J. Chavis, Fairmont, Alfred Hunt, Hamer,
Hunt, Rowland; S.B. Hunt, W.M. Locklear,
e Oxendine, Rowland. et e
ttee Stephen Hunt is chairman, and
‘secretary.
yunty included

in pembroke, Red
Alfordsville, and
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L e on submi :
McPhers 1tted hisg report op Se

sort itself is thirty-

s of exhibits. Most of the report is concerneq with
y '-I J . . a
scussion Of the origin of tpe tribe, with Mcpherson accepting

ssibility of the tribe ge i
) . Scending from ",,, ap amalgamation

 Hatteras Indians wi :
- With gov. White's 1ost colony" (Ibid.:

emphatically rejected the argument put forward by A.W.
‘-,-."’1'3“' the tribe was of Cherokee origins, but was willing to
i..é"possibility "... that there was some degree of

n between the Indians residing on the Lumber River and

Ws, who were their nearest neighbors" (Ibid.: 23).

little space to this SUbje_C_t! less than three

thuce o

He finished the report with
ﬁ%'ﬁ{;édséfdn entitled "THEIR NEEDS."

» Luatetr ax In=LARE wIW
12 e many viewpoints concerning
i 1 SRR it a b2 o

‘m'_I'




while these Ingjapg are

ople, I believe ¢ €Ssentja) ’

:cganical trades ap M5O be as capan it 29ticultural
?oregoing facts Sug;egktletaverage wﬁ:?ieyof learning the
tution th e Outh. The
| congress, sees H ot e petalll o, 8 aieasonm

; t n case
namely.: tl;e establlghment ofea:}eiesmy appropr;.ation,
mechanical school, jp which domes‘gg_icultural and
pe taught (Ibigd.: C Science shall also

F -:61.!' Epegtribe’s Perspective the feport must hayve been most
inting. J.A. Locklear Called another meeting of the
.¢°mmittee for November 27, 1914, Presumably to discuss
orts to get the legislation regarding federal aid to

tion for the Lumbees and federal approval of the name change
jonian’ November 19, 1914: 4). It is not known when the
aders found out the contents of the report, but it was
tted to the Senate until January 4, 1915. The efforts

plish the school continued well into the spring of the
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gions in the county ang state,

S

These Values included a

in a common and unique ancestry, ap overwhelming sense of

ing to a particular kin network, ang through that belonging
ticular settlement, angd therefore, being a member of the
y. For this reason, education provideg not just a means
__men’t, but more importantly, a mechanism for determining
.:gi‘"embership. Fifth, throughout the period the Lumbees
oncert with white politicians who recognized them as

) achieve the tribe's goals. While Lumbees who went to

ke Lumberton were subjected to virulent racism, within

accounts for the




ol Cho A0 159y Tn
., the legislature took a MOre drage
1

lc step aimeq directly at
es. Acting op 4 Petition from leading white residents,
umbees.
.F islature eliminateg the electiop
leg

of a1l Pembroke town
' and provideg instead, for four commissioners to be
sl ers,

The change in the System of
ance was the direct out

i n owth
come of the Lumbee Populatio gr

1 1
its wh]ch resulted in the pol:i.tlcal contro
(o] im i 1
| 1 r
- the town




- wer James
2 th Lo Yr B. Oxendine, J.E The law named

ar

It eff
-ney general's opinion, SCtively set aside the

- getof
rhe tribe continued i
E Gt ts struggle to improve it
o maintain its auto S
3 nomy. 1In 1921 the state legisl Y
gislature

! r

1 improvements
1 p at the Cherokee Indian Normal School
0ol. Tribal

is legislation removed. When their good friend A. W.
ame governor, he supported and signed legislation

. power of appointment in the governor (N.C. Public
apter 306).

‘;@ost significant issue for the tribe was the
1 ;;i;"q;g:ﬂg-g-ﬁa-nce, of their name. Barly in 1921,

e Department of Interior requesting the

8. Locklear March 9, 1921).
st w0 L J




.' ;;@'gisl

;;;g-tor“ey named Ellwood p, Morey,

F i

r'
~ although the Secretary of the Interior recommended passage of

8083 (McNickle 1936: 9), Commissioner of Indian Affairs

les H. Burke opposed the legislation. On December 23791924%

tor Simmons wrote to Burke to ask the basis of his

ition. Burke made three arguments: the Robeson County

s were self-supporting, they no longer lived in a tribal

and they had never been recognized by the department (JWBC

s -00d until 1932 when a delegation from the

attorney Ellwood P. Morey met
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Georgia, 1 3

m ah)
Indians for ggopa ©, O ap ;
in their own t:f Sta us p;egigte the desi
negroes fking, CIearl;cgitheY wouig gf' s
8 e

¢+ at least

And as a Matter of ti"QUiahed from

who came here
characteristicga?zgggt)they haémgi':“m“ o
<), Ong Indiap

ne "Southeastern Cherokee Indiang of No

-]

&t the tribe be designateg by
ﬂ‘l

Jirect that another investigatj
it \ gation be conducted to update the 1914

- ys.pherson report. The '
i ._-.-:. group's officers were B.G. Graham,

president, A.B Locklear, vice President, F.L. Locklear
. . I

secretary-treasurer, and C.B, Brayboy, corresponding-secretary

March 29, 1932, Petition to Senator Josiah Ww. Bailey). A

I feel that this legislation ought to be acceptable to
all the Indians in this county. The State has
recognized them as Cherokees and if the federal
' ‘nment will so recognize them, preserving, however,
‘status as citizens, as they now have it in all
I think it will be of considerable value to
“will make them feel that they have the

‘rom both the State and the Federal
ind ought to inspire a spirit, and ambition,

est as citizens. Of course, I know
“no limitations result to them
at I saw seems to me to take




Bailey drafted a
genator i bill that refiectes the objectives
ners an
B petit“’ ' + 48 an addeq Precaution, sent a

copy to
of ocklear for his approval. The

bill designated the tribe as

B
M ns," to
okee indians, be recognized ana enrolled as such, but

e’

1:1601” denied them any rights or interest in the lands and

o of the Eastern Band of Cherokees or the Western Cherokee
2 (rbid. April 29, 1932, Letter, J.W. Bailey to A.S.
prd

ckiear) Locklear apparently expressed approval because the

Bl 54595, ves introduced on May 9, 1932 (U.S. Senate May 9,

the bill was referred to committee and from there to the

pepartment of the Interior for comment. cwninimt’gf Indian
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gimilar EQERE RUE this tine Offering
’tickf
ou if you r
,upP°‘t Yy y €Present [the) bi1 ¥ wesarelcr s .
[Okee Indians"

D.J. Brooks wrote, ng haven'

(1pid- SR R 2 T Brooks to J.w. Bail
+N. Bailey). 1In

y
one of' the letters was from Joseph Brooks, writing as

spokesman for Chief B.G. Graham:

We have received quite a few 1
! etter(s] £
assuring us that you will reintroduce[sinai:ma{ﬁ No. S
4595. May I assure you that the Indian People of
Roberson [sic] Co. and adjoining counties appreciate the

fact, and we will remember it in 1937,
Now Mr. Bailey, I Have not got all the fact[s] yet

that I wish to present to the Committee.
How ever I expect to have all the information in the

very Near future. Then I expect to come to Washington

with the Same.
May I ask you to wait until then to introduce the Bill
(Ibid. March 13, 1933 J. Brooks to J.W. Bailey).

~ On May 1, 1933, Representative Clark and Senator Bailey




~ Virginia and those of the

i
ge called me in on thig ocCae“ Years before his death.

e i
quest fell in line with sopme :e§§3§2§§§°?'na38a§2§:§y

matter. This infor few days looking i e
certain quarters, ?35302°seeming to be of 1n§ez:§: ig
paper . mmitting the main facts to
wWhen whites made

coast of the presen:hgiit:gpgtrance PRasIA southeaspesn
of Virginia and North Carolinaatea' the piedmont region
carolina, was occupied by trib and most of that of South
Siouan family, a great linguisggcbelonging to the great
:Si-known [sic] Sioux or Dakota Ingiggg na::df:é:ertgze
- rzlf:cePtxons were in the southernmost parts of'SOuth
a a where Muskhogean tribes had intruded and

narrow strip of country along the fall line b::we:n the
Nottaway and Neuse Rivers where lived th:ee'Ir uoian
tribes, the Nottaway, Meherrin, and Tuscarora howo
small tribes on the lower course of Neuse River, the
Neusick and Corsa, were also perhaps of Iroquoign
lineage, and between Cape Fear River and Winyaw Bay the
Siouans had pushed as far as the coast. The rest of the
tide water country of North Carolina and Virginia was
occupied by Algonquian peoples. In the mountains to the
west were the powerful Cherokee, related somewhat

remotely to the Iroquois.
"The Siouan Tribes of the Bast" were the subject of a
ich is the standard

special bulletin by Mr. Mooney wh

work on the subject. One point, however, is not brought
nt, and that is the linguistic

out clearly in his treatme
differences which existed between the Siouan tribes of
' ' Carolinas. The tongue or

ues of the former, as shown by the fragmentary

\ce which has come down to us, was rather closely

to Dakota, H and obhcr:uellnknoun-géﬁgqn







and Sissiph
accompanigda:hE;OSEIyer:lated tribes, may have
J e

village of their own {eRues; hg:eve:, occupied a

ver and no mention
here ar Oon their part.
of the Indians who had gon ® Indications that certain
returned. In the course ofehto §ne Catavba Subsequent Y

mentioned Mr. McPherson 1nter8 e atigationtabove

€ was told
then 100 years old, and panjel Lowrie, gisagiggegfvitgﬁ

73 years old, and J

in Robeson County c::ec?:g:aﬁ age 80, that these Indians
after remaining in Robeson county for someotiny they
went to the mountains with thent{hfor some pimelihal
number returned on ac other Cherokees, but a
EeBEshnt Connt B count of leaving their relatives in
it ooolaraere, they had mized withithelothsr

ribes and probably with several of the whites." This
statement has been misunderstood on account of an
ohsession that the Robeson County Indians were Cherokee
and confusion between Roanoke River and the City of
Roanoke. When we understand the facts regarding Cheraw
history, these statements begin to have meaning and the
story is consistent. Previous to 1700 they had settled
on the Dan River near the southern line of Virginia, and
it is to be remembered that the Dan and Staunton unite
to form the Roanoke. They moved south about 1710 on
account of Iroquois attacks and established themselves
on the upper Pedee near the present settlements of the
"Croatans", some Occaneechi, Saponi and Tutelo who had
been living near the junction of the two rivers perhaps
accompanying them. Later we know that some Cheraw moved
to the Catawba country and this accounts for the
tradition that "they went to the mountain with the other
Cherokee." The return of part of them at a later date
is not recorded in any history of the section known to

Tt iiin that these Indians were Cherokee is based
; on the assumption that they were descended from
'auxillaries who had accompanied Colonel
X S campaign against the Tuscarora in

rian, do



thousand (illegible) th
but 180 of thege return:dttgigg of Po
no evidence that the 1

Confusion of these
probably due ip

rt No-ho-ru-co all

outh Carolina ang there is
Temajineq gernanently.

he Cherokee was
St at the Cherokee have
riod and in part because NSequence for a long
E;e names Cheraw ang Cherokgz. € resemblance between

gvidenge t:giltheae People ywer
Croatan is s less valiq. Croatan wag the of an
island and an Algonquian Indian town just nort:a::
Hatteras, to which the survivo

Oke Island in 1590, he
found no trace of it except the name "Croatan® carved

upon a tree. But, assuming that the colonists did
remove to Croatan there is not a bit of reason to

suppose that either they or the Croatan Indians ever
’ went farther inland,

Indians of Robeson County who have been called Croatan
and Cherokee are descended mainly from certain Siouan
tribes of which the most prominent were the Cheraw and 2
Keyauwee, but they probably included as well remnants o
the Eno, and Shakori, and very likely some of the 2
1 groups such as the Waccamaw and Cape Fear.
poaschld ies or small groups of
is not impossible that a few families o e
Algoquian B Tat hire e .a¥bh:¥° :agto:h:;Zhlg:u:ces must
ople, but contribution 3
:ovz g:egerglaéively insignificant. Althoggg :2?::1;;
s:le reason to think that the g:g::::ec::nty Toaiass
contributed more blood to t?: RoE WEdelY Kicam Vit ens
FURRJADYsgther, their name iliar to historians,
that of the Cheraw has been ta: o g e R
Bhcgraphers, and ‘“th§°531:33'n:s a firm position ig the
sir f De So seem to
s then“ﬁ% ghe region. The mf;‘fi-ltggi colonists
Ao cartography leading part in [illegi PR |
' g::: ta::g :mnediately after tE:{g:‘:s'tb.uiid 9
Shat of the Cherav would, in By cpin




. .Q,&e'r aw. He issued a not too Veileqd

| «++ if you qo not do this 1
”?nnpt see much hope for your futyre welfare," pge went on t
. (o]

sbide by the will of the majority, w

o
I' ﬁﬂY: i
I Mr. Brooks .
f} co:ncil degidgésghtells meé that a majority vote of your
L : at one delegate would be sufficient to
g send to Washington. 1In this the council acted in my
Judgement wisely. so long as one delegate honestly
represents the council, he is as effective as a large
number of.de.'!.egates. I trust that the council will stand

council he should be repudiated (JWBC July 28, 1933,
Letter, A.A. Grorud to J. Chavis).

‘not clear what council Grorud was referring to; it may have

he Siouan Lodge.




nuary 24, 1934). Ickes went on to

Ja
' Should the bil] ,g
estimated that tphe ::e:g:a{eaga o e SEediB LRy
cha ’ 8

Teasury, to provide rge
2,000 children of sc:gggﬂ facilgu:ga::;tezﬁ: :ede:al
ate some

the first year, , age, woul
(1bid.). » and about gsoo.oooda:ﬁﬂﬁﬁnz? svgo.ooo
eéreafter

ate Committee accept
e SN Pted the Changes
Proposed by Ickes and

. Lr““,,melu‘.!edl that the bill pe Passed (1biq,)

the Lumbee tribe split sharply over tpe "Siouan" bill. The

} geverend D.F. LOWLy and Clifton Oxendine, who had worked since at

qeast 190? to secure recognition of the tribe as Cherokee, in the
face of f'iiﬁ:ce OPposition from the Eastern Band of Cherokee, were
taken by surprise when their Cherokee bill of 1932 surfaced first
s the "Cheraw" bill, and then as the "Siouan" bill. They
innediately set about the task of defeating the bill.

Clifton Oxendine wrote Senator Bailey shortly after the

E

Senate report became available and told him, "The majority of the

ans of Robeson county are absolutely opposed to the passing

such a bill by congress"™ (JWBC, February 1, 1934, Letter, C.
oxendine challenged the leadership

-
&

ndine to J.W. Bailey).
s and Graham, claiming they "are not leaders of
l that class that believes that the

e o

- 33 3 o G




11 and that a delegation

a5 coning to see him (JWBC, Pebruary 11, 1934, Letter, a
'} Qr; .“-

11 to J.W. Bailey’.

A H
yenel e followed thig with a lengthy letter

nat explained the strong opposition Mmanifested by the Lumbee
jeadersip, one that provides considerable insight into the

ribe's politics and values. McNeil) wrote:
|
1 . A delegation of abo
them came down to seeu;etgizgiyoﬁitgt leaging ansees
requested me to advise you that al‘]J. of :2 Ehey
E:e gpflian Fais 3“ the County are very much g;ggZdotf:o
e bi referred to and desi
B rEt o kil the sans, esire that you use every
These leaders, and others among them now dead, have
for for[:y years labored faithfully to get some status
for their people, and have succeeded in having the state
recognize them in a creditable manner as a race. The
state has given them separate schools, separate quarters
in penal institutions and in corrective schools
belonging to the state, etc.
. They have had considerable trouble keeping the mulatto
A people from adjoining counties, and particularly from
South Carolina, from moving into Robeson County and
entering their schools under false claim of Indian
blood. That have had many law suits about this, and it
is now generally understood that none but Robeson County
Indians. or Indians of that descent can enter these
e ot had much trouble for the last
0ols, and they have n
ee or four years. :
- -t 1y so, that this
ey feely and .Iithigkp;iggttgibe'of Indians (Cheraw)
408, Fi-'-t*h f:t'hf sfl-.':'gc:l gates to South Carolina and
in ope LS e s schools will be crowded
,ut upon the state, and
;ult. They told me that
of ~or four to

of three




of the Petition
support of thi ed
that most of t:o:::ange of n am°"g their people in
the uninformeg pon:ho 8igneq fro:dgthey stated to me
ProPOrtion, as thera " Of their paeo. 0t80n County are of
thousand of thep :;.t;? from ugﬁﬁ:;n'gd only a small

I suggest that 8 co y 0 twenty
this matter, tgg:kanter ¥ith Congress
those Indians who have ;0:8 aware of “the ::g'jl:;:ton

n

building up their race, for years engaged in

among them, are OPposed :gdt:l;: BEE e ated opeh

1934, Letter, a. . MCNeil]l to 5 gutaﬁbig' plc g
« W, .y =

the letter is interesting in that it attributes the

tion to the Siouan
- ppoﬂi name to the Problems that the tribe was

ne

ad moved to North ¢
¢hat h : arolina from South Carolina, and others

ying, and had been having, keeping the Smilings, a small group

out of its gchool System. It also demonstrates the polarity that
pad developed within the tribe, The first group used its

contacts with the local political leaders to bring pressure to
pear on the congressmen. Although the numbers may well have been
inflated, there is no doubt that the tribal leaders' ability to

control a large bloc of votes made local white politicians

sensitive to the tribe's interests.
Added to those in opposition was another prominent lawyer

fron Lumberton, E.J. Britt, who wrote to Bailey urging the bill
. He, too, had been visited by a delegation of Lumbees
. = . - : ‘ pae g

l‘l

e




F
LOWEY; Rob : Sbruary 14, 1934, Letter, J.W.

is dissensij i
e of th ion, Bailey indicateg that he would withdraw
for S. o
s support 1632 (Jwsc, February 12, 1934, Lett J.W
er .
.A. McNeill; ' 5l
y to T 1; Ibia. February 14, 1934, Letter, J.W
' ud

paile

E.J. Britt; 1Ibij
5,110.7 to bid, February 14, 1934, petter J.w. Bailey
i oo fs Lowry). The Controversy Continueqd through March, and

ore letters from both sides were Sent to Washington. 1In late

yasch delegations from the Brooks-Grahanm Siouan group and the

I
jonery-oxendine Cherokee group met together with the Senate
conmittee on Indian Affairs for severa] days to iron out their

jifferences. A.A. Grorud of the committee staff reported on the

renor of the meetings to James E, Chavis, secretary of the Siouan

lodge, the organization formed by Brooks and Graham,

The delegates representing the Indians of Robeson
County, North Carolina, have been here for at least two
or three days endeavoring to come to some agreement with
reference to the spending legislation with which it is ‘
sou?ht to establish a name and designation of the
Indians residing in Robeson and adjoining counties. I '
had the pleasure of meeting all the delegates and
members of the tribe while here, also sat in the .
informal hearing which was held with both Congressman
Clark and Governor McLean present. The delegation and
: people who favor the name "Siouan" claim that at least _ |‘
L 90 per cent of the Indian population of Robeson and i
- adjoining counties favor the Senate bill. At no time '
ave I heard anyone challenge such stateme herefore
phatemsnt Ll rrect., -




*_ minority, seemeg to me,
i ’ o}

Basing my Oplnlon

; : on
Sml;hson;an Institute %h Of Dr. Swanton of the
designation is tha¢ se A Say that’

t for the proper
HACED 290 1934, Letier 7 SUEN Iniitngiaay it iRtoNS NG

AR AR OTUd Lty Chavis).

A .
onents rallied their forceg, The opponents jeq by D.F. Lowry
i on i L
,1d a meeting APLil 14, at Pembroke (Robesonian April 12,
034t 1; Robesonian Apri) 16, 1934. 5)
1934 S

sth @ meeting on April 1g,
W

Supporters countered

at St. Annahp Church just north of
_?embroke' SRS iSPeaker atlenis Meeting was R.T. Bonnin, a Sioux

ndia" and president of the National councij of Indians, who

- urged the Lumbees to press the fight for the legislation. The

; group voted to join the council (1biqg, April 23, 1934: 1,8).

i on May 23, 1934, the House Committee on Indian Affairs
reported favorably on the bill (U.S. House of Representatives May
23, 1934), but the action was meaningless; Senator Bailey had

ithdrawn his support and the bill died in the Senate.

-
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Your memorga of p
ebrua ]
with regarqd to ¢ e sj ty'la faiseg .
whether "thisg groy c;guan Indiang the questjop,

ndup

: ; oL Nortp Carolina
Act to receive , constjy,g3Rize unge, e ~He
Clearly, this grouptis“§1° *nd charte, ‘Meeler-Howara
pov Under rederaj MIisdiction, e00gnizeq Indian tripe
Section 19 Of the Wheeler-Howaré Within tpe language of
members of thjg Jroup reg; Act,
dents of an Ing
(as of June 3, 1934), These 1p4i, ndian
many otherfEastern gro NS, therefo
benefits of the Wheeler_gg, rd
individual Memberg may be Act only in 80 far as
blood. Such members May not only Participate in the
education benefijtg under Section 11 of the
Wh‘eeler-Howard Act ang jp the Indian Preference rights
for the Indian Service emp. i
of the Wheeler—goward Act 1f the s of
Interior sees fit tq establish for these eligible
Indians a Leéservation, gycp a reservation m;gl;té 22 T
established either through the outright purcha <
he Secretary of the Interior, under section 5 of the
oy t:ler--Hom.var:d Act, or by the relinquishment to the
gh‘ie:eg States of land purchased by the I“di‘:nsl
n 2 Sl
tion of the Whee
| themselves, under the Sg?sagfgn of these two methods. of
| g Aty or by 4 comtion having been established,
acquisition. a reservawill be entitled to adopt a
' 2" tesiding thereon nd to receive a charter of 2
\ constitution and bgla"gegtion 19 of the Whee%er-ﬂogc‘;r
| i oration. Under s reservation" may
h Scorp "Indians residing on one rposes of the
ized as a "tribe f their prev
| fecognize d Act regardless o some such plan as
"aW.h@-e'lerEHow:; attain these benggi;:ceasary: A group of
In or er_ oA . I think, d or more, _
1e following ‘W.°u_l_dfans of one-half b_lggeir agricultural
andless Siouan India ncil for issioner
‘ ss Sio : n Cou Commi
el ) by the Siouan d by the
d by th rove
1d industry, @

: tract of
e a _Sln-t.ab]_'e ; : held
would P“‘i{,’:\sﬁnma States to be h




e - Fund, CStablisheq :
- wheeler-Howarg Act, 1 the ion 10 of the
rund could be ugeq finance tpo ¢ tNeSe Indians the
agricultural machiner and the iy Purchase of geegq i
Furthermore, Cooperatiye Pro

Market j vement of the land.
~ a cooperative store, ang Ng, the establishment. of

0 .
might be financegq by meang ggig&ghac?gg?:;ati;gcgalty.
~ activities woulg make the Project usefuyl ;s well as

i eaucational..to the entire Siouan Tripe,’
- Such a project, begun in 4 fairly smaiy scale, would
- naturally tend tg expand in membership and area if the
~ cooperative endegvors Undertaken shoylqg prove
successful. Provigjop for the adoption of new members
and the acquisition Oof further 1a

: nds should be included
~ in the constitution of the group,

In general, I thing that some such plan as that above
- sketched, resting entirely on a voluntary basis and
requiring no initial outlay by the United States, would
- pro ?table for many other nonreservation groups of
-ans, and possible for some reservation groups that
"reservation" in name only (Cohen April 8, 1935).

der Sect

.‘

indum went well beyond the question asked by Brooks:
ﬂémbitious social and economic plan for the tribe
e

ther tribes.

:gghébhen?s memorandum, Brooks immediately

,g _;ggi-;;ﬁ_ﬁ_g,ﬁ.on. or the Tribal Credit
ioay 2  on this land Siouan members
BIOR Huon ) 11579035) Rakter, 4.
mh.‘)“‘ B Q. ik h

£ P

- 1 ¥ . ﬂ
o 3 w Je
)




farindividual family farmg (Ibiq,)

The digcyg
go110wed led eventual)y to the e Sions that

Shment of Pemb
Ihooo acre resettlement Project for ¢ mbroke Farms, a

he Indiang
B Ie » the Red Banks
mﬁ“’l Association, ga cooperative of a
1,700 of the Pembroke Farms'g aCres, 3
Led ’

bout 35 families leasing
nd a Prolongeqd attempt to

After meeting with Brogkg On a number of OCcasions, Collier

gent Indian Agent Fred Baker to Robeson County to work out a plan

|

for land t%setblement. Baker was in the county from June 16

through June 27, 1935 (Robesoniap July 4, 1935: 1), discussing
the

$6=27, 1935). He met with 700 Lumbees from the Indian
districts of Hollywood, Sycamore Hill, and White Hill at the
Hill Church on June 17. The next day he met with about

Indians at Piney Grove School in Saddletree.

pjans with a wide range of individualg from the tribe (Brooks

L3




r Which Ooffered them a chance to
escape the share-cropping ang credit systenp

ﬂwif support for the Project

paker filed his report op July 9, 193s, describing his

i )
Eﬁﬁ;endance at seven community Meetings where he met with
approximately 4,000 Indians (Baker 1935. 1). Based on the

! . : 1

 numbers given in the log kept by Brooks, it appears that he met

with over 8,000 Lumbees (Ibid.). Baker reported:

It may be said without exaggeration that the plan of
the government meets with practically the unanimous
support of all of the Indians. I do not recall having
heard a dissenting voice. They seemed to regard the
advent of the United States government into their
affairs as the dawn of a new day; a new hope and a new
vision. They hailed with joy the offer of the
government; many of the old people could not restrain
their feelings, -- tears filled many eyes and flowed
down furrowed cheeks. We must confess to the fact that
our own feelings were deeply touched as the old people
ssed so deep a longing to have a piece of land on
‘they could live in peace without fear of ejectment

andlord (Ibid.).




_ (September 9, 19
property * 2935, Letter, Jogepn Brooks to John
| Sept
colier) DR SEPLember 12, 1936 7 con sty interviewed by John

.?@a-rmain in Washington on a Variety of Subjects, including the

il i :
__.nization of the Siouan
organizatl tribe. Brooks reported that there

' Wi o iouan com iti
yere ten Sio munities centered around Pembroke, each with

f ,ﬁ;; Jeast one Indian public school. The tribal council consisted

éféélghteen elected representatives, each from a separate

oral district. In addition, there was an eighteen member
sory council called the Tribal Business Committee. The tribe

o written constitution. Brooks reported the total number of




a
;atisfactOfY eXplanatiop of the cp R L Agriculrure. No
ang

or the
gpanager f Project. Brogks and the other leag
eaders were

rticularly incensed by tpj
pa S action Since McNair was one of the
pzinC’-P‘l reasons for the massivy
€ Indian land 1loss through

e .
foreclosures in Robeson County (July 6, 1936, Letter Groome to

sggwart).

L
Up to 'this point there had been no opposition from the white

population, but this changed in 1938, 1p February, Senator

gailey and Representative J. Bayard Clark received a petition
signed by the white members of the Mount Moriah -Church, located
near Pembroke Farms, complaining in the baldest racial terms of
the placement of Indian families near their church. The thrust
6,! their complaint was that the 125 year old church and cemetery

iig.“ about to be abandoned by its members because of the

‘transmitted the petition to the Farm Securities S
on, endorsing its insistence that Pembroke Farms be

By =
>

Erl
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the effort
puring S to estabijgy Penb

Brooks sought and

nterior (McNickle

= 3). On June A
5"?'3936’ L 11, 1935 Assistant Commissioner of Indian

. R "a list of
enpers of the [Siouan] group who are one-p

ne -half or mor

A blood" as well i o
pdian blC as information as to how this quantum could

_ pe established (June 11, 1935, Letter, zimmerman to Brooks). A

"Lﬂﬁh later the Siouan Council submitted its approved roll

‘Table 2 Enrollment of Siouan Indians of the Lumber River

Heads/Hshlds Councilman
7 T.H. Locklear
81 A.C. Locklear
36 A.A. Oxendine
18 JeTo sHunt
22 Johnie Cummings
7 Arch Locklear

Shelton Bullard
Henry McGirt
Charlie Locklear
Charlie Oxendine
D . Li' < .




Jimmy Locklear
Seltzer Photo 1936
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The Piney Grove
» Or just Over eight

wh
enrollment of aroung 6,000 ich woulgqg suggest a

" ¢ out of at

0" otal 1ngj

?’,,uion QA 40405 neg L o an
erce 1937,

* e

- On the basis of Mr. McNickle's report g

it seems to me quite feasible and eﬁtirel?rtedgsﬁ;li:ie’{:o
prepare a list of those Indians who can fairly establish
- that they are of more than one-half Indian blood. The
stringency of proof to be required is largely a question
administrative policy that should be determined by
ommissioner. One of the factors to be borne in’

is the scale on which this project is to be
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di
;igggeg:nzzgegzeghe ggut?d Que?tigzzhof fact which might
My own feeling ith e existing °°un:1§pECIal jury
attempt the task of p?at 8uch a commission should not
§hoglg Pags only on th:P2;;2§ 22 exhaustive roll but
R:grga;igaggg:lgggl Privileges under the Indian
that the group selected for occupancy

of land to be acquj
could make additgon;egrghould Serve as a nucleus which

with the approval of ¢ em time to time to its own body,

considered necessary byt gpon  o.Y, .f that approval be
- ; Y but upon the ba -
gavependent investigations, of cour:;stgg é:?tgggl

point in this program is ¢ i par
nucleus group (Cohen Aprilhg,s§;§§§1°n of the original

iﬂmn's mgmorandum makes clear three important points: 1)
acceptable evidence will consist of oral statements, school
records, and other state documents, 2) the final determination of
facts where disputes exist will be made by a jury of tribal
,ﬁ”wers, and 3) the records to be reviewed will be limited to

;ﬁﬂﬁﬂe persons who are applying for federal Indian assistance. In

-
fgﬁition, the core of people will represent a nucleus group for
‘the purposes of recognition and will be able to admit others who

the criteria.
Bureau had never faced the problem of determining blood

Consequently, several methodologies were

such a large group in the absence of a solid base of
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skin
concerning pigmentation, hair, earsg, eyes, nose, lips
[ L 4

reeths andihoad, as well ag blood type ang general body
measu:ementsf in accordance With "the International Agreement and
A recorded by Dr. aAles Hrdlicka in his 'Anthropometry"

published in 1920" (seltgzer July 30, 1936).

For each applicant pr, Seltzer Prepared a "Racial Diagnoses,"
yith the following categories: one-haif or more Indian blood,
porderline; probably more than one-half Indian blood; probably
jess than one-half Indian blood; more than one-half Indian blood;
iess than‘one—half Indian blood; and doubtful (Ibid.). Of the 108
applicants,\ only three - Lawrence Maynor, Vestia Locklear, and

Jesse Brooks - were diagnosed as one-half or more Indian blood

(1bid.). Table 3 summarizes Seltzer's findings according to

category.

Table 3 Results of Dr. Seltzer's Study of 108 Indians.

No. of Applicants

Category
Borderline Z
Probably < 1/2 s
Probably > 1/2 -
~Les !
3
1
8
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anthropometric data were Without merjt and 1
jccepting these as the principa; determinant:an1zzliiz;railn

i r
ent ignored the more than 15 Years of endogamous marriage
in the community.) If twenty-two met the criteria, surely so
would their siblings, and for that matter, most of the rest of
gheir families. Yet there were instances where one sibling

cohen's proposal could have been go corrupted, and in such a

ghort length of time, is beyong comprehension.
Despite the failure of the recognition process and the less

than satisfactory establishment of Pembroke Farms and the Red

ganks Mutual Association, the decade ended with some positive

The federal government repeatedly

results for the tribe,
Throughout the

acknowledged the Indian ancestry of the Lumbee.

period it continually referred to the tribe as Siouan, to the

displeasure of some important tribal leaders, but to the

satisfaction of others. Furthermore, through its actions it

acknowledged the existence of a tribal structure with whom it
‘negotiated and communicated on a regular basis. The Siouan

Tribal Council and their opposing group -- those who sought the
Cherokee name -- ably demonstrated their ability to marshall
.EEQEJHmeera of tribal members to support their respect Ve

1%

i T =
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sacrifice the opportunity to fe€ceive federal approval of the

h th
Althoug ere was a sharp SP1it between the Siodan and

Cherokeeisegments of the ‘tribe; /it 15 incorrectite assume from
¢his that the two sets of leaders did not share similar aims for
the tribeé Of Were unwilling to cooperate for common goals. One
example of this was the Indian Pageant, organized and staged in
1940 and 1941, and sponsored initially by the Red Banks Mutual
&gsociation. Inspired by the success of the 1936 "Lost Colony"
outdoor drhpa at Manteo by Paul Green, community leaders
contacted tge Bureau seeking assistance in staging a similar

dgrama in Pembroke. Walter Smith, Joe Brooks, D.F. Lowry, W.R.
Maynor, C.E. Locklear, S.A. Hammonds, and C.D. Brewington worked
through George Mitchell in Washington to have the Bureau hire

Ella Deloria as an "Indian specialist in cultural history" to

work with the Indian committee in Pembroke to put on an |
agricultural fair and pageant to celebrate "the history and

progress of the Indian people around Pembroke” (July 15, 1940,

Letter, Mitchell to Smith). Apparently the leadership went

‘Affairs arranged fo
’ <l on ot
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pastimes (1Ibj
Collier), bid. July 13, 1940

] ttet wen
! 0n tO note thﬂt th& Pa:m securitiea

Letter Mitchell to

Adniniatration, which was ultimately fy
(pat the tribe's sense of = t‘-ulr_uulnding the project, felt
'ould be enhanced by the Sroiea and racial pride ..."

rhe Indian Office hired Bl1a Deloria, a Dakota Indian who had
yorked as an anthropologist at Columbia University with D
goas for eleven years. Her contract ran from the middle Z; ::an
to the end of November, 1940 (July 11, 1940, Letter, Mitchell t:s

|
Gordon). Deloria began her work immediately and by August had

gxetched out her ideas for an Indian Pageant, Her first item of

pusiness, a trip to see the "Lost Colony" pageant, met with a
cool reception. The Siouan group disavowed descent from the

Algonkian tribes of the coast, and those who believed in the Lost
Colony origins were afraid to assert their beliefs out of fear of

being ridiculed by doubters and of reviving the loathed "Croatan®
slur (August 21, 1940, Letter, peloria to Paris). She had also

t relying on the Lost Colony legend by the

crittenden (Ibid.). Nevertheless,
stand its technical

been warned agains
North Carolina historian Dr.
she decided to see the drama, if only to under

aspects.
™ wﬂ“" idea for the pageant was to show the evolution of
- : to the present, highlighting the

rom white contact
 to mutual assistance b

S




. ‘the Girl Scouts.
in National Defense,

lewards—A Tableau and Dance. -

PART III

Cast
ng). AT RE

LAST INDIAN QUESTOR: Paw 8
MOTHER EARTH. in the Vial

A, (alternal-

1 Bertle Tv Reavels,

THE FOUR WINDS: Mabel Lowry, Anna Oxendine, Lucy Locklear.
‘Teanlo Hunt

INTERPRETING CHORUS: Reba Lowry, Frances Sunebring,

i ; : Foasla
Maynor, Mary Sharpe, Fllzabeth Maynor. Mary Jacobe, lacy
Uhavis, Alyce Maynor,
CIVIL CHIEF: oy Maynor TWDAL QUEEN: Muby Dl
HIS ATTENDANT: Juhn lowry.

DATTLE COURIEIL: Tominy Oxendine,

-_.\_1_.*'1\:_'«_. CHIBIS ATTENDANT: Earl Oxendine

CORN RITUAL. DANCERS: Wilma Bampson, Martha Bampson, lnan
Thompeon, Lilllen Thompeon, Maud Wilkines, Qonvgin Locklsar.
‘Margaret Locklear, Parres UChavis.

BOY BINGERS FVOR CORN DANCE.

GIRI. BINOERS FOR CONMN DANCEH.

WHITE REFUGEER: Jos Bmith, Annn Cuninings, Eawlela 1wy,
Aunnls Noal laclilear, and othera,

MODEIRN QUUSTOR: l.edger l.ocklear,
CIRCULT RIDER: Anson lLockloar.

CHAIRMAN OI* 8CHOOL: MEETING: James Alhert Sampson.
ME-MEK1E:! Earl Lowry.

VOICE IN TIIE DARK: Marvin Howington.

THE LOWRY GANG: Joe Sampson, Ira Pate Lowry, i‘.sr\-, lowry,
Burney Locklear, Plummer Laocklear, Gaston Neve's, Jamca

Albert Bampson, Elmer lLowry, Theodore Maynor, Delton
Lowry, Ernest Bampson.

MOTHERS: Rose Carter; Lucy Locklear.

DAUGHTERS: Cynthia Brooks, Ruth Sampson.

BOY SCOUT LEADER: Walter Pinchbeck, Nelghborhood Commiss oner

GIRL SCOUT LEADER: Lols Sampson., Fossle Maynor, assistant.

NATIONAL DEFENSE: Russell Oxendine, John H. Lowry,

INDIAN FAMILY: Anson Locklear, Evelyn Stone, Sammy Locklear,
Louise Carter.

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE: Velma Maynor, R. N.

INDIAN I"ARMER: Richard Jones.

COTTON DANCERS: Anna Victoria Smith, Alyce Maynor, Martha
Sampson, Wilma Sampson, Parree (havis, Margaret Locklear.

Georgla Locklear) Reba Chavis, Anna Oxend ne. Lucy Locklear.

Mary Wi'kins, Maud Wilkins, Lilllan Thompson. ITnex Thomp-
aor. lollor odwin. ITHa Jonos.




g e Indian commu
Of th nity in prop COnsr_ruCti
on, music and

3 . ~reography, costum
chor g : ing, lighting, advertisi £
ng, fundraising, and

 .pe like. Indian school t
th eachers rehearsed their classes for

 wpass effects or choruses of moy
: ement of song.,"
i

e
, 'cg?“‘rally were very enthusiastic (1big,)

L
- pctober 1940, the communit
ot Y was fully engaged in preparations for

. .ne pageant. The
hé pag SCript was completed by late October, and

and the people

Between August and

|
W

'-. . 5 2 s st
_v&_¢earsa1 arted almost immediately at the newly constructed

_ \
college gym. Deloria reported:

Some i

pagea§E}t§u§°$§“ from Red Springs asked to be in it [the
E S ¥ chance t edPEOPle feel it is their pageant, their
B anouah blo O something interesting and that they

t g onds to play white parts. (When white men
stage a show calling for Indians, they don't go out
after real Indians; they make up as Indians; why can't | |
we [make up as white]? said one man) (October 22, 1940,
Letter Deloria to Mitchell).

pageant, entitled "The Life Story of a People," was

_on three successive nights, December 5, 6, and 7, 1940

) December 3, 1940). It attracted much local and

*';ntion, and was well supported by local businesses

:ﬁéipﬂovenber 30,
r 28, 1940; Robesonian Decemb

1940: 1-5; Raleigh News and
er 6, 1940). George

is agreed that the whole

jon . ther as a -
e to draw the Indians toge ﬂ

- a people with special
s 'uggo at all (December 11,




pRODUCTION
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CraimAN

PAUL BAMPSON
SANFORD BAMPSON

AEY. B A. MAMMOND.
CHESLEY LOCKLEAR
BUALKIGH LOWRY
JOMN L CARTER

TLMER T LOWRY
REV. € £ LOCKLEAR

KEAMIT LOWRY

Dear Friend:®
We. the Indians of Robeson County. are giVing a pagean,
7. which will present the development of our people and thei, on D«%&_
,;rliaa times until now. It will have an all-Indian cast, anq wi‘l;hm%‘*
very striking. authentic ccrmonifl- of the pre-Columbian ]ﬁdinnu W
ancestors. and will give the highlights of our history as deriveq fr:m‘hq ‘:._l
and wrilten record. bﬂh‘m
It bid.s fair to be good entertainment as well as informationy| WS
a complete picture of a unique group of Indians; for we are uninee . . WA
particularly in this: What we have attained has come not lhrj::hu? may
gwible Federal help. but through industry and sobriety and a & e iy
tion to survive. Furthermore. although we have always paid OnSistent dpyy
;Iure of civic and national duty, we obtained our puzli::’chu:ﬂ and oy
our years ago. i : 00l svstem p,
years ago. Yet in that short period, our people have made remark;h;m

as the closing scenes will show.

The i based
live in clo!cp]:fl:;::':::em\:n: God’ on this obvious truth: That thuse s
find for themselves a p' e earth, and in a harmonious relation vil:\e
way-of-life that is satisfying to the spirit 0“'?‘"?;‘

done this and h
ave learned thereby to live in serenity and simplicity; ot

land of their b y
r birth and 1o its government, and true 1o the God who mad iz

ience with

ch of your (e s word with the hope that 1

The production js |

with Indian :‘;::: the capable hands of one who has had coniderit?

onv g ‘;7‘;.? an avocation. The fact that her major
urance that the Indian scenes will bt ‘

e we feel we have something that serioﬂ*""“:j'

far
an:
as:
Yo

es

pe

tr

i
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go successful was the Pageant that tribal leaders requested

pglof“'s services the following year to organize another
pesentation. The leaders of the Red Sanks Nutdst ResooiEEIE
(RBNA) decided to run an Indian fajiy in conjunction with the
pageant (Ibid. Letter, Mitchell to Gordon, May 5, 1941). The fair
yas & tremendous success as was the second Indian pageant. The
gair, which was held in October, had many displays of crafts,
farming teicl;miques, farm machinery, canning, art and fashion,
animals, and music to draw large crowds. The RBMA received
assistance from the college and the high school, the National
youth Administration, and the Indian Boy Scout troops. Deloria
especially noted that the fair brought together the eighty-five
per cent of the people who lived in the isolated farm areas with
the so-called "progressives" of Pembroke, and that for the tirst

time the progressives seemed genuinely impressed with and ;;. o 4
respectful of what the RBMA farmers had accomplished ""*2;:,;5_‘

= |
"

the height of their success war broke out and the b"-

pageant were discontinued.
During this period the Siouan Council continuec

I'Tﬂlnuining close ties with the RBMA. The cC
nc ‘easingly concerned with the nna‘gomnt':'ls
~ Parm affairs, and lodged complaints about mism




The Indians of Robeson County

Present

“The Life-Story of a People”

———

TR

Amgmomuedevmmummmanom
County from earliest times until now. Produced under the spon-
sorship of the State Indian Normal College and the kindly aus-
pices of the National Farm Security Administration and the

Office of Indian Affairs. Waskington. D. C.




they were 9r°“nd1ess

He went SO far ag :
(s ]
Chel) £ronst r
1941, Memo, Albert Mavericyk
L J:‘).

ertures of Ge )
oV orge Mit €Ject the personal

he
Indian Office (June 19,

the economy. As part of thig polic
= R s Y, the Department identified
Stration communi
ty center at Red Bank
surplus pro -
as P Property and scheduled it for sale at public auction
Indians i i )
The S‘El‘“mealatﬂy Protested and enlisted the aid of Collier
t
to prevent the sale. Although Collier supported the tribe, they

were too late and the building was sold to a local white man. A

group of Indians then pooled their funds and purchased the

center. The farm cooperative continued in operation until 1968
|

and was the longest operating government-sponsored cooperative in

the nation (Raleigh News and Observer July 7, 1968).

pembroke had been operating as an
Instead of electing
the

Since its incorporation,

exception to the general laws of the state.
its officials, as was the case with other towns in the state,
were appointed by the governor. This was

public officials
:eservationftoﬂnwin the state

non-

because Pembroke was the only

an Indian majority. However, 1in

o . .{ﬁ



POST-WAR PERIOD

A In the early 1950s p

g CF. LOWry re

3 Opened the campai |_
; the tribe's name changeg paign to have -.

t
s derived ' this time to the Lumbee Indians. The
pase o ed from the Lumber River, which got its name from
the jpoetry of .John. Charles MCNeill, a native of Scotland County

i
homas 1982: 11),
(T The Lumber River Was originally known as

' prowning Creek until its name was changed in 1809 by the

legislature (N.C. Public Laws, Chapter 32, 1809). The first

reference to the tribe as the Lumbee Indians appeared in 1926

organized a group of Indian ministers to advance a broad spectrum
of social and political programs, including changing the tribe's

I (Raleigh News and Observer February 21, 1926). In 1948 Lowry
lil name. The group, which called itself the Lumbee Brotherhood,

~ chose Lowry as its first president (Raleigh News and Observer May |.|
- 1953; Robesonian October 31, 1950, Pembroke Progress .J.Fnu;ﬁ!:f I..l

- 1950). . eI, .

|

justifying Lumbee as the name of preference, Lowry argued i

tribes, no one historical n



group and its methods. 1In

Nonethele
88, the Lumbee Brotherhood persisted

april 2, 1351; Robesonian aprij 5/ 1951). When it became clear
;hat there was no consensyg among the tribal members, the

r
ssembly refused to act
A ; + and, instead, Passed a resolution
calling for a vote of the Indian People in Robeson County on the
name change (N.C. General Assembly Joint Resolution No. 36,

1951). Late that summer the Lumbee Brotherhood began circulating

a petition in favor of the name change (Robesonian August 17,
1951). After some problems regarding the financing of the
referendum, it was scheduled for February 2, 1952 (Robesonian
January 8, 1952).
‘ During January the entire Indian community was involved in
the debate over the issue (Robesonian January 15, 1952, January
| 21, 1952, January 23, 1952, January 31, 1952, February 1, 1952; q
Raleigh News and Observer January 10, 1952). The choice
Presented on the ballot was either to adopt the name Lumbee or
the nane Cherokee of Robeson County (Raleigh Nes




Lumbees took t
it:eFebrua:y' i l::a;::::;t:e: the referendum to the legislature
: and Observer February 21, 1953).

throughout the winter and early Spring the two sides waged battle
in the halls of the General Assembly. Those supporting the
legislation were led by D.F. Lowry. Judge L.R. Varser, long time
friend of the tribe, spoke against the bill arguing that the
change would open the schools to "every mulatto in Hoke and

Cumberland" counties, who would claim to be Lumbees in order to

get: into the Robeson County schools (Raleigh News and Observer

~ Pebruary 26, 1953).
h, o

‘the validity of the referendum, claiming that the

he adult Indians had preferred to retain the
5 : The opponents called




.S. House of

F
IOm the standpoint of the Lumbees

ill could
the b not have been introduced i S T Y Ty

presidents Truman and Eisenhower the United States had embarked
on a policy of terminating its relationship with the federally
recognized tribes. As describegd by Laurence M. Hauptman, a noted
Eistorian of federal Indian policy of the twentieth century:

iThese "termi i
e inistrati;::tzog laws" of the Truman and Eisenhower
169 1ras nded federally recognized status for
ndian groups, totaling 13,263 individuals ownin
1,365,801 acres of lang; removed restrictions on Indgan
trust lands.to allow for easier leasing and sale;
shifted Indian health responsibilities from the éIA to
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare; and
established relocation programs to encourage Indian
outmigrations from reservations to urban areas. Even
the creation of the Indian Claims Commission in 1946
became_tied in with congressional efforts at "getting
the United States out of the Indian business" (Hauptman

1986: 31).
Because of the prevailing federal policy the bill as proposed

attracted the opposition of the Department of Interior. On

53 ;J;gss, Assistant Interior Secretary Orme Lewis wrote the
23 -4t

S - =

‘?h&}}gosa cogmittee:on Interior and Insular Affairs,

R. 4656 ‘should be amended "to indicate

t make these persons eligible for services

Lishinc

Aftairs to other Indians

03




e (Raleigh New and o b
senat g9 S bserver February 22, 1956; 1L
4 ; Lumberton

po

February 23
st Y + 1956; Robesonian Pebruary 21, 1956). wWhen the
r - el'l

pill emerged from the Senate Committee it contained
ained the

tions pro
liﬂita proposed bY the Departlent of Interior (U.S. Senate

way 16/ 1956). The amended bil) Was passed by the Senate on May

,1, 1956 and by the House three days later and signed by the

president on June 7, 1956 (70 Stat. 254-255)

at

-

Sampson, and others,
earliest English settlements,
consi trace their origin to an
admixt
- of Indis

AN ACT
Relating to the Lumbee Indians of North Carolina

Whereas many Indians now 1li

ving in ]
counties are descendants of thgt onngizggea:gdAGJOining
prosperous tribe which occupied the lands along the
Lumbee River_at the time of the earliest white
settlements in that section; and

Whereas at the time of their contacts with the
colonists, these Indians were a well-established and
distinctive people living in European-type houses in
settled towns and communities, owning slaves and
livestock, tilling the soil, and practicing many of the

arts and crafts of European civilization; and

Whereas by reason of tribal legend, coupled with a

distinctive appearance and manner of speech and the
them of family names such as

frequent recurrence amo

Oxendine, Locklear, Chavis, Drinkwater, Bullard, Lowery,
also found on the roster of the

these Indians may, with

considerable show of reason,

) » of colonial blood with certain coastal tribes




o in
22201;2a£ Shall, fro% ;23 :gzzgathregions sk
sk Nown and desj € ratification of this
Carolin €Signated :
- a and Shall continue tzseﬁ§§§e§1§“f§;§§s°f Mot
. r
Joyed by them as citizens

United States which affect Indians because of their

status a 1
Indians.s Indians shall be applicable to the Lumbee

i The tribe had finally received some degree of federal
acceptancé \after fifty years of trying.

There can be no doubt that for the period covered by this
section of the report the Lumbee have been continuously and
repeatedly recognized as American Indians. This was made
explicit by the state in the 1880s and by the federal government
from the beginning of the twentieth century on. Federal and
state officials have, on numerous occasions, detailed in this
report, reviewed the evidence, and at no time did they question

the fact that the tribe consisted of people of Indian descent.

Pederal reluctance with respect to acknowledging the tribe



me when the Uniteg
ca States Supreme Court issyeq its decision in

ghe case of Brown vy, o as
e Board of Educatjion Oof Topeka, Rans
’ r

that se
holding Parate facilitjeg Were inherently unequal. The

Eaaeawas idecided in 1954, 1y, 1ts effect was not felt in Robeson
county for ten years,

HReeRiARediate iwas ithe impact of the Ku Klux Klan. Klan
R8s increased in the early 1950s, but were suppressed by
a series of arrests ang convictions, only to reoccur by 1957. In
fanuaryf 1358, the Klan carrieg Out two cross-burnings directed
at Lumbees and announced that it would hold a rally at Maxton
(Raleigh News and Observer January 18, 1958; Robesonian January
17, 1958). Tribal members made it eminently clear that they would
not permit a rally, the local paper warned the Klan of the
danger, and the sheriff told the Klan leaders that his department
would not protect the Klan members should they proceed with the
rally (Robesonian January 17, 1958; Raleigh News and Observer
January 17, 1958; Charlotte Observer January 17, 1958). In spite
of the warnings the Klan decided to hold the rally. '
~ On the evening of January 18, the Klansmen gathered in a
They were quickly

g

e of the town of Maxton.




in 1958. Many Indians th
allow a'Klan rally to take place in Robesen. ARd
because some Indians feared that it would bé impossible
torgsegegt serious bloodshed a second time, they
fe. aded authorities in the state capital to issue an
hgfg?:tig“ against the Klan, preventing them from
injuncgiogewggllﬁégtilthgugh the 1ega1?ty of the
ETbaetiag onl q onable (the American Civil
on later took the case for the Klan), it

was effective, No rally was held

Many of the Indian participants'in these events were
veterans of World war II, and no one today is given
credit for leading the Indians. Once again Indians had
resorted flamboyantly to defensive violence as a
political tactic, but this time there was no one heroic
leader, and "the Indian people" have become the hero in
the retelling of the story.

i With the return to defensive violence, the Lumbee
gtory seems to have come full circle back to Henry Berry
Lowry days. _But new possibilities emerged in the 1960s
anb new tactics began to be used. The net result of the
b§1ef and relatively unbloody return to defensive
violence was, apparently, increased wariness and respect
on the part of many Whites, and amplifide pride on the
part of Indians. This new situation helped Indians to
take advantage of the possibilities opening before them
and helped Whites to accept such Indian behavior,

however reluctantly (1980: 89-90).

Even before the Klan incident Lumbees were showing a
restiveness in their relations with the white power structure in
the county. By 1950, they were electing tribal members to all of
the offices in Pembroke (Dial and Eliades 1975: 143). Beginning

n the early part of the 1950s, a group of tribal members took
o . _

t steps to challenge the white control of the p

L L L)
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Osen, and votes garnered. The process
fakies upo? pPolitical discipline and rewards local leaders who
can successfully turn out the yote, Thus, the county leader with
a strong organization can exert a powerful influence on those who
hold or seek state-wide office, 7he system is one that thrives,
unabashadly, on reward ang Punishment.

Until the end of World War II, Lumbee political leaders
?racticed a strategy of accomodation with respect to the white
political ;leaders in the county. Local Lumbee leaders got out
the vote for the Democratic candidates and received, in return,
some influence over local affairs. But this strategy, while
reasonably successful before World War II, offered diminishing
returns for the post-war Lumbees. Sider provides the following

insights:

The patterns and the purpose of political accomodation
is clearest during the early years of the _
43 re-enfranchisement of the Lumbee. 1Indians acting in the
context of their Indian identity allied with the
Democratic party, and by so doing obtained both concrete

" communal benefits (schools, laws, etc.) and freedom to .
~ institutionalize their identity as Indians. They thus, #
. through accomodation, secured their separate position

d _-.bg:ought prestige and benefits to this posi

ter, when increases in real benefits, and when
opments in Black political assertiveness ca

( e to "do likewise," ol r

of the



R Or i : ;
jt alonée, . Making political alliances with the Blacks" (Ibid.:

102-103). Complicating the Problem of exerting independence was

1 | ¢he fact that, in 1960, blacks ang Indians in the county were

equal in number and comprised 58% of the population, while whites

pade up the remaining 42%. 1In terms of individuals of voting age

(twenty-one Or older) the two categories were almost evenly
givided: Indians and blacks 518, whites 49% (Ibid.: 109).
gowever, since these populations were not evenly distributed
}&Kﬂ“ﬂhout the county, there were townships and precincts where
?ﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬁ were a majority, others where whites were in the

;}$L§§§§ and still others where the combined Indian-black

1 outnumbered the whites (Ibid.: 121-122).
itton district was one place where the Lumbees held a

nd it was here, in 1956, that the Organization was

oughout the south. 1In 1967, the American

 (AFSC) began an intensive effort in

;v sln 1952- Using a sw._ooo grant from



and on i
\\ bingie s tating minority political involvement in all

levels of county politics (Lumbee March 30, 1967: 3). The drive
arc
began 3y fe and by June Lumbee registration had increased

grom 4,618 to 5,842 (Ibid. June 15, 1967: 1) By October
. . r

mndians had increased to 6,974, a net gain of 2,356 Indian voters
in a six month period (Ibid. October 5, 1967: 1). During this

pariod an effort was made to establish a coalition between blacks

and Lumbees. These efforts, their results, and the insights they
' allow into Lumbee political organization, as well as the labrynth
 party politics in Robeson County, have been carefully described
.’ and analyseé by Blu (1980).

In coordination with the registration effort, the Indian

ikiaQﬂghithi;§§V§f9§ﬂpaign of political education and grassroots

effort to consolidate the tribe's political

' _Thadis Oxendine and held at Clark's
Aaptober, 1967 (Lumbee October 12, 1967:

ymber 2, 1967: 1). These

ical education meetings

nde to bring the
alition in Robeson

d status quo (Ibid.




of severe
number Challenges to their autonomy and identity. First

ese wa ¢
among th sldESEQEEQatiOn. The most serious threat to Lumbee

%% manifest itself. It was not until tpe 1964-1965 school year that
%% the Robeson County school system made any effort to integrate. By
;§ 1969 most schools in the state had been forced to integrate;

3-”,.-?;1_- however, the Lumbee schools were still in tribal control. Tribal
if-- %eaders saw integration as a means by which blacks were allowed
g' ' access to white schools, not as a mechanism to force Lumbees, who
%l were satisfied with the school system they had constructed

%- through eighty years of struggle and sacrifice, to attend

? predominantly white and black schools.

In the summer of 1970, some tribal members formed a political
action group called Independent Americans for Progress, whose
principal purpose was the preservation of the Lumbee school

system (Winston-Salem Journal Sentinel July 5, 1970). Shortly




ribal lead
i €rs announced their intention to fight the loss of
the schools (Robesonian August 26, 1970). That fall, as the
tte
county attempted to integrate the Schools (mostly by integrating

plack and Indian schools), the Lumbees defied the county, staged

a sit-in, and filed a law suit (Raleigh News and Observer
september 10, 1970: 3, September 11, 1970; Winston-Salem Journal
september 11, 1970; New York Times September 13, 1970). Lumbee
leaders protested the change and asked the Department of Health,
pducation and Welfare to allow them to keep their schools
separate (Robesonian September 2, 1970). When this failed Lumbee
parents filed a suit in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
pistrict of North Carolina, seeking to enjoin the Robeson County
Board of Education from including the Lumbee schools in its

desegregation plan, and asking that the United States Department
of Health, Education and Welfare be prevented from supplying

funds to the county school system (Raleigh News and Observer

September 25, 1970). The suit became known as the Prospect Suit.

~ The case was heard by Judge Algernon Butler who denied a
request for an injunction (Ibid.). By that time it was too late

%gg'*ﬁgﬁ@au ty to carry out its desegregation plan.
| g fall the county again attempted to integrat

]
L -



resignation. . The Boarg of Education passed a resolution banning
unauthorized persons frop school Property, and, a week later,
reopened the school. seven parents were prosecuted and convicted
in connection with the disorders (Robesonian September 9, 1971;
september 23, 1971: 3), 1In the meantime, the suit was stymied in
the courts, the county school board using it as a means to delay
integration. This continued until 1978 when, its value gone as a
device to prevent integration, the suit was dismissed (Carolina
?ndian Voice September 28, 1978: 1; hereinafter CIV)ie

As a rfsult of this turmoil a group of parents of Prospect
High School students, along with other Lumbees concerned about
the school situation, formed another organization in December,

1971, called the Eastern Carolina Indian Organization (Raleigh

News and Observer January 9, 1972). Carnell Locklear was one of

the early leaders of the group, which had as its stated purpose

to pursue federal recognition of the tribe (Ibid.).
The members of the Eastern Carolina Indian Organization began

calling themselves Tuscaroras. There were a number of factors

that precipitated the use of the Tuscarora name for what was and

-
I

is a dissident faction of the Lumbee tribe. First, the Tuscarora

ere

nts felt that one reason the Indians of Robeson County
hob | T2 s




convinced many People in \Robeson County that the tribe required
EnEgnanctotia historically known Indian nation as a precondition
to full federal recognitjon, Some of these individuals resented
the 1953 and 1956 change from Cherokee to Lumbee.
The second basis for their contention related to an assertion
that one of their ancestors yas Tuscarora. According to this
argument, James Lowrie, one of the primal ancestors of the tribe,
had married a "half-breed" Tuscarora woman (Norment 1875: 5). As

a result, a large number of families thought of themselves as

descendants of the Tuscaroras.
Their fhird concern related to the 1956 Lumbee Act. According

to the Tuscarora view, the language of the act was perceived as

keeping the Lumbees from full recognition. The Tuscaroras not

only wanted to disassociate themselves from the name Lumbee

because of the act, they also viewed the Lumbee leadership as, in
some measure, responsible for problems that resulted from the
act. Finally, during the hearings in the Prospect suit, Judge
Butler apparently had suggested to the Prospect parents that if

&ﬁéY*were*unhappg with the Lumbee name and desired the name of an

3% f"i the membefs °f the Eastern

s 0P
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Locklear, Luther Moore and D.F. Lowry. The result of
these studies and meetings was the completion and
- eventual approval of a change of name from Cherokee
Indians of Robeson County to Lumbee Indians of the State
- of North carolina (Laws of N.C. 1953, Chap. 814, page
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historical
February 22?‘??%3? and should not be changed (Robesonian

RECENT LUMBEE HISTORY

Although the efforts to change the content of the Lumbee
legislation failed, there existed a number of issues that
required the attention of the the Lumbees and other tribes in the
state. Urged on by common problems, particularly those related
to schools, the Lumbee leaders in concert with leaders from the
waccamaw—éiguan, Coharie, and Haliwa-Saponi tribes successfully
lobbied for the creation of a North Carolina Commission of Indian
Affairs. The commission was created by law on July 20, 1971
(N.C. Session Laws 1971 Ch. 1013: 1591-1593, codified as G.S.
71-1 to 20). The initial act was amended several times. The act
provides for a commission consisting of four members from state
government, two appointed by the General Assembly, and fifteen

Indian members selected from six Indian communities, two each

from six communities (Haliwa-Saponi, Coharie, Waccamaw-Siouan,

Coharie, :%u?"_ﬂi?ford_. '-?Co_un'ty'f Cul!ibe't-lané- County, and Mecklenburg
- £ J' - e -
EPree from the Lumbee community. The executive
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Main," led b
o ' Y Janie Maynor Locklear, panford Dial, Luther M.

moore, and W.J. Stricklang (Robesonian January 21, 1972: 1). From
all accounts the effort was initiated and to a large degree

directed by Janie Maynor Locklear.
A number of prominent Lumbees gave their support to the
demolition project pointing out that the building had outlived

its usefulness, the space was needed for a more modern building,

and the cost of renovation would exceed the cost of new

construction. Voicing such a view was John L. Carter, twice a
i

graduate of Pembroke.

'I graduated from Pembroke once when it was a two-year
normal college,' he explained. 'Then they stepped it up
to a three year school in 1935 and into a four-year
23280% in 1940. I went back and graduated again in

'Keeping 0l1d Main would just be for sentimental
reasons,' Carter said. 'And it's just too large to save
for a monument.'

'I don't like the idea of standing in the way of
progress,' he continued. 'I think O0ld main has served
its purpose.'

Carter said he didn't think O0ld Main could be feasibly
renovated. 'when you start renovating one thing, you
usually upset another. It's usually cheaper to build

from scratch.'
'Maybe they could take the front of it and save that -

for a symbol,' he added. Tk _ ¢ e o b
Lonnie Oxendine, 69 year old graduate of the class of
1929, algo feels that Old Main has served her purpose.
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Those opposed to the demolition of 01d Main saw the issue in
cultural terms, not economic ones. Danford Dial argued that the
puilding was an intregal part of the tribe's heritage, a focus of
its history. He told the local paper that "It's a symbol. A
symbol of Indian education and Progress in the great state of
North Carolina -- something that every Indian should treasure”
(Ibid.). Janie Maynor Locklear, referring to 0ld Main as a
visual symbol of Indian education, argued that "[i]f the building
is demolished then the last ties between the Indians and the
university will be broken" (Pine Needle January 20, 1972).

Danford Dial, Janie Maynor Locklear, and Carnell Locklear
appealed to the Board of Trustees, asking them to change their
minds, or at the very least, to allow the committee time to

explore other options such as setting up a non-profit corporation

to repair the building, and using it for a tribal museum. The

board, however, refused to delay their decision (Ibid.).

The Save Ol1d Main committee, realizing that the board was

adamant, took steps to gain public support. Through rallies,

and an almost endless succession

demonstrations, news articles,




hopeful Hugh Morton (Raleigh News ang Observer February 12,
1972). In the middle of February, 1972, the governor of the
state, Bob Scott, acknowledged receiving "... a letter from the
white House urging the saving of the 01d Main building on the
campus of Pembroke State University"™ (Greensboro Daily News

February 13, 1972). The governor did not commit himself to the

puilding's restoration.
The struggle to save the building continued for a full year,

and when it seemed that the committee would be victorious,

i
tragedy struck. On March 18, 1973, 0l1d Main was burned to the

ground (Winston-Salem Journal March 19, 1973; Winston-Salem

Sentinel March 19, 1973). The tribe overcame this blow and

4 pushed hard for reconstruction of 0ld Main, which they eventually
-_gécomplished. The building was completed by 1975 and made the
-u?ite of the new Pembroke State University Native American
fifbhrCe Center. '

The problem of 0ld Main had hardly been settled when the

ee leadership began its efforts to end the inequitouswsysteme |

q the Robeson County School Board elections. ‘The
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drawing Oof the boundary lines of the white school systems

significant numbers of blacks ang Indians were excluded; thus

integration meant the mixing of blacks and Indians. Residents of
the town administrative units were allowed to vote for both town
and county school board members. County residents could vote
only in county elections.

For 1972-1973, the county system consisted of 56.8 percent
Indian and 22.8 percent black. In terms of staffing 58.7 percent
of the professional staff were Indian and 17.3 percent were
Slack: out of 544 teachers, 314 were Indian and 98 were black
(Raleigh News and Observer April 20, 1973: 31; Winston-Salem
Journal April 20, 1973). The county school board consisted of

twelve members, two of whom were Indian and one of whom was black

(Winston-Salem Journal May 10, 1973). Thus while the school

system was predominantly Indian, it was dominated by whites,
elected by voters who sent their children to different school

systems. Given the importance of education to the Lumbees, this

was an intolerable situation. 1In a few short years they had gone

from an autonomous educational system to one that forced their '

fge3 ‘ -'--"."'ﬁ'-'!

o i vallle
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yoting Rights. Act (vu.s. Commission on Civil Rights 1974: 13). A
hearing was held before Judge Algernon Butler, who denied relief
(cIV January 18, 1973: 2), The case was then appealed to the
pourth Circuit Court of Appeals, which on April 23, 1975,
reversed Judge Butler and ordered a halt to town residents voting
in county school elections (Winston-Salem Sentinel March 17,
1973). Within a year the composition of the Robeson County Board
of Education changed from a majority of whites to a majority of
Indians. The county system at the time was over sixty percent
£ndian (Winston-Salem Journal April 30, 1973).
The language of the Lumbee Bill continued to cause some of
the tribal leaders problems. 1In 1974, they prevailed upon
Congressman Charlie Rose and Senator Jesse Helms to introduce
legislation to clarify that the Lumbees were entitled to
participate in non-Bureau of Indian Affairs federal programs on
an equal basis with all other tribes. Hearings were held in k
April, 1974 (U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 1974; Winston-Salem
Sentinel September 17, 1974). Brantley Blue, Linda Oxendine,

i e



gsenator Jesse Helms introduced identical legislation.

The House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs made its
report on October 1, 1974, recommending enactment of H.R. 12216
(U.S. House of Representatives 1974). John Kyl, Assistant
secretary of the Interior, expressed his views on the legislation
and recommended that more explicit language be used to make clear
that the bill did not accord the Lumbees the status of a
federally recognized tribe (Ibid.). The House took no action on
the bill that session; the following year Helms re-introduced the
Qill in the Senate. Again the bill died.

Although the efforts of the tribal leaders were effective in
gaining the support of their congressmen, they were stopped by
the mis-information and myopia of the administration, and the
opposition of Indian groups, particularly the United Southeastern

Tribes and some federally recognized tribes that feared that

their funding would be jeopardized by the addition of the
Lumbees.
Throughout the period the Lumbee tribe was undergoing*an

important organizational change.
ieﬁﬂers 1nc1uding W.J. Strickland, James H




poard of Directors that ywas self-perpetuating. Its day-to-day
operations were managed by an Executive Directo;: the first
individual to hold this posgition was Tommy Dial.

In 1975, LRDA'S charter was changed to permit the election of
the Board of Directors by members of the Lumbee tribe. Under the
new charter there are seventeen members on the board; fourteen
are elected by districts, while three are elected at large to
represent Hoke County, Raleigh, North Carolina, and Baltimore,
In 1984, LRDA was empowered by the tribal members to

Maryland.
i
submit a petition on their behalf for federal recognition.

SUMMARY

In the nearly 300 years covered in this Historical Narrative
we have demonstrated that the present-day Lumbee tribe descended
from an indigenous Indian population of North Carolina, that

there was a recognized Indian community in existence as early as

the 1750s, before there was any appreciable white settlement in d
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PRESENT ON A SUBSTANTIALLY'CONTINUOUS BASIS, AS

"AMERICAN INDIAN," oR "ABORIGINAL."

See Volume 2,




Circa 1703-1737:

CHART 1 -
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'(B) EVIDENCE
g3.7 (B) THAT A suBSTANTIAL PORTION OF THE PETITIONING

GROUP INH
ABITS A SPECIFIC AREA oR LIVES IN A COMMUNITY
VIEWE
WED AS AMERICAN INDIAN anD DISTINCT PROM OTHER

0
POPULATIONS IN THE AREA, AND THAT ITS MEMBERS ARE

DESCENDANTS OF AN INDIAN TRIBE WHICH HISTORICALLY
INHABITED A SPECIFIC AREA,

THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

The nature of tribal organization in North Carolina in the
period from first contact to the middle of the eighteenth century
has been described in the "Historical Narrative." In summary,
there were three linguistic stocks represented -- Iroquoian,
‘ﬁlgonkian, and Siouan -- and these, in turn, are represented in

3;3$é-60cument3 and the subsequent anthropological literature by a
..l- .

number of tribal units. Due to the disastrous impact of European

frequently, and divided and merged to

ro assume that only a part of this
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dee, and the Wacca !
- ' Pl 829} The locations of these Indian

settlements, as well ag Others in the area, are found Joh
und on John

gerbert's map of 1725,

here are at ]
T least fiye historical references to the Indian

community on Drowning Creek, 1p 1753, Governor Rowan of North

carolina identified the area where tpe Present-day Lumbees live
g8 ":.. a Frontier to the Indians" (New Bern, North Carolina
Gazette July 7, 1753). The 1754 report on Bladen County
specifically refers to "Drowning Creek on the head of Little
pedee, 50 families a mixt Crew [or breed]..." (NCSA 1754: TR.
1-16). A 1771 newspaper article reported that an escaped criminal
was captured "... near Drowning Creek, in the Charraw Settlement”
(South Carolina Gazette October 3, 1771). Further evidence of the
gxistence of an Indian community can be taken from "A List of the
”-iﬁb Railously Assembled together for Bladen County." This list

.rpontalns many traditional Lumbee names such as Sweat, Dees,

3; klear, Chavours (Chavis), and Carsey. The list helps link the

"*ﬁmbee-community were resident during the eighteenth

1qn records from the Revolutionary War period
3 1

: fﬁTn' zéurngmga. Brooks, Locklear, Bell, Hunt,




=o=
ABSTRACTS OF THE 1790 ceNnsus

E MALES OF 16 FREE WHITE MALES | FREE WHITE FEMALES, | ALL OTHER | SLAVES
'WARD, INCLUDING | UNDER 16 YEARS INCLUDING HEADS OF FREE
)S_OF FAMILIES ! FAMILIES PERSONS




Strickland
the names included as other free perso

+ Wilkins, and Bullard.

NS are Hammonds, Lockleer,

chavers, Brooks, Oxendine, Braveboy, Scott, Revil, Lowry, Hunt
’ [ r ’

ransome, Harding, Cumbo, Carter, ang Kersey. only two possessed
glaves: James Lowrie, and Cannop Cumbo.

There is no question that an Indian community existed on
prowning Creek from at least the first quarter of the eighteenth
century, and that the community was identified as a Cheraw
settlement. This settlement formed the nucleus of the present
Lumbee tribe. There is clear and compelling evidence based on
the continuity of family names, as well as other genealogical

data, that the community was the antecedent of the present-day

Lumbee Indian community of Robeson County.

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY - ANTEBELLUM PERIOD

i

the organization of the community, do indicate that there

and stable free population. The same family names
)pear throughout. In 1850 the census bureau
Por the first time

categories surveyed.




Indians. .Mos't Of the adult male Lumbees either worked their own |
1and or hired out as laborers, while a few had trades such as
placksmith and cooper. Total personal property values were low,
generally between $50 and $100, compared with whites, whose
values ran slightly higher, $50 to $250. (U.S. Census 1850).
Using data from the 1850 United States Census, as well as
pirth, marriage, death, court and property records, and oral
traditions we are able to identify 168 households headed by
ancestors of the present-day tribal members in Robeson County
circa 1850. These households were clustered in three general
areas. The principal settlement extended from Moss Neck on the

east to Wakulla on the west, and was located between Back Swamp

on the south and Bear Swamp and its tributaries on the north. It

contained 121 households. Approximately ten miles to the

northeast was a second settlement along Saddletree Swamp, to the

northeast of Lumberton. This contained twenty-nine households.

area was southeast of the main settlement in

households (Map 19;

The third settlement

~ the area of Fairmont and contained eighteen

> 168 Indian households we were able to identify the kin

x. These are portrayed on Chart 2 and Map

 principal Lumbee name was

_;ese included descendants from

James Logtig, 13 P@%ih-

n
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pell, and Goins,

Because of th .
€ Paucity of data on Some families it is not

le to ; :
possib show the kinp linkages among all of the households,

although we ar? convinced that such linkages exist. Additionally,
little data exist for the tyo Settlement areas -- saddletree and
FALIWONL =2Making it difficult to show. how these Lumbees were
related to each other and who their kin were in the other
settlements. In the Saddletree area there are seven households
for which some data exist, Nathaniel Revells lived in 316S (the
number refers to the number of the household in the 1850 U.s.
Census, the letters "S" and "U"' indicate "Southern" and "Upper"
divisions respectively); his son Jonathon lived in 218S. Jonathon
was married to Hardy Bell's daughter. Nelson Smith (157S) was
married to another one of his daughters. Bell (321S) was a
prominent and prosperous member of the community who owned

1 property in the city of Lumberton. Revels had two sons who lived

. in the main settlement. They were Owen (949S), married to Dorcas

Hammond, and Elijah (951S). There was a second family cluster

living in the Saddletree area, that of William Goins, Sr. (345S).

He had a son William (344S) married to Levisa Locklear, and a

were Indians. £
1, there were some thirty-four househol




1538 Mary Hanm
163S William gggie: 390S Sarah Hammons

181S K 760S Samuel Brayboy
2018 Ei?;:ngzggs 773S John Oxendine
208S Ollen Hammonds 774S Wwilliam Locklear

216S Orra Hammonds 778S Lewis Hunt

7798 Edward Hunt
220S Alfred Chavis
226S Hardy Wilkins 791S James Jacobs

; S 788S Cade Chavis

322S sally Bell 815S John B. Lewis

331S Jarvis Hammons 858S Kiziah Hunt
340S Legchy Hammons 860S Lovett Hunt
343S Eli Hgmmons 865S Lewis Oxendine
346S Jgremlah Revels 872S Jordan Chavis
347S Wlnpy Revells 875S Wilson Chavis
348S David Revells 729S Olivia Hardin

The data for the main settlement are the more extensive.
Chart 2 illustrates the extent of intermarriage among the Lumbee
ancestors. The dominant family lines are Locklears, Lowries, and
oxendines. Married into these kin lines are the Dials, Deeses,
Chavises, Sweats, Bullards, Cumbos, and Carters. As pointed out

above, the consistency in family names and the relative proximity

of the households, clearly establishes that these families were
acting together and were isolated from the whites and blacks ¥¥‘
the area. There is no doubt that there was a well-est: '

separate Indian community in Robeson County in #&éﬂﬁav
« ' R

el
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