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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

INTRODUCTION 

Because of the complexity of the petitioner's history it is 

best that we summarize the principal points we intend to make in 

this petition. This approach is necessary because of features 

unique to the Southeast, and in particular, North carolina. These 

fOints are presented below. 

1. North Carolina was a border area between Spanish and 

English1 exploration. 

2. English settlement did not proceed gradually in an east 

to west movement, but rather, moved southward along the 

coast, southwesterly above the fall line, and north from 

Charleston, South Carolina, and north from Wilmington, North 

Carolina, along the Cape Fear River. 

3. Indian communities between the coastal plain and near the 

fall line were affected before sufficient contact had been 

made to permit knowledge of their languages, and social and 

political organizations. 

4. Between 1550 and 1750 there was considerable movement of 

Indian villages, merging and dividing, coalescing into 

historically identified groups. 

S. In this context the traditional definitions and concepts 

ri~e bave little applicable meaning. Thus names like 

aw~•a, waccamaw, Peedee, and a boat of others, do 

socio-political units beyond the 
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recombined i nd i ca tes a 6. The ease wi t h which groups 
· 1 a tt e rns that make labels continuity of social and polit~ca P 

of minimal value. 

before they were named: the socio-7. Groups were autonomous 

political groups were kin-based towns. 

B. Although the ancestors of the present-day Lumbee were 

pervasively affected by these factors, the data show that the 

present-day Lumbee population derives from diverse origins, 

the core of which is Cheraw. They were priaarily of Siouan 

origins with, in all likelihood, additions from other 

linguistic stocks. 

9. The Lumbee tribe has maintained a continuous social and 

political existence in Robeson County since at least the 

early part of the eighteenth century. The Lumbees are, and 

have always been, a clearly bounded, distinctive community 

with its own political leadership. 

10. The Lumbees have a long and continuous history and 

identification as Indians by the federal government, the 

atate of North Carolina, the county, historians and 

·-~~~opologists, public media and other Aaerican Indians. 



EURO.PEAN CONTACT 

At the time of contact between the native populations and 

European explorers, there were three linguistic stocks 

represented in what is now the state of North carolina (Map 2). 

Algonkian-speaking tribes extended along the coastline as far 

south as the Neuse River . Inland from them were the Iroquoian 

tribes, the Tuscarora, Nottoway, and Meherrin, east of the fall 

line, and the Cherokee along the ridge of the Appalachians. At 
l 

the southern end of the state was a number of groups identified 
' by Swanton as Siouan-speaking including the Waccamaw , Cheraw, 

cape Fear, Winyaw, Catawba, to name but a few (See table facing 

page 10 of swanton 1946). There was also a number of 

Siouan-speaking tribes in the southern Virginia area. Most 

prominent among these were the Saponi, Tutelo, and Ocaneechi 

(Ibid.). 

The first known European contact with the Indian tribes in 

North Carolina occurred in 1524 . In that year Giovanni da 

Verrazzano, acting on behalf of Francis I of France, sailed along 

the Outer Banks of Cape Hatteras, thus laying claim to the area 

for his sovereign. But France was unable to exploit its claim 

because of problems at home. 

There were no such limitations on the explorers from Spain 

who, for the first two decades of the century, had made repeated 

along the Gulf Coast and the east coast of Plorida. 

'SPtS 9e Allyon led an expedition from santo 

~a~ w~lcb is probably the Cape Pear 



-
and t he few members remain1ng abandoned the expedition and 

returned to Hispanola (Swanton 194 6:37). Thirteen years l a ter 

aernando de Soto l anded on the coast and marched his party to t he 

mounta i ns of southwestern North carolina in search of gold . Among 

the Indians he visited were the Cheraw, who at that time were 

located in the northwestern corner of South Carolina {Ibid.: 46 ) . 

In 1561 , another Spanish explorer, Angel de Vil l afane, 

reached Cape Hatteras, only to be forced to re tur n to Santo 

Domingo (Lefler and Newsome 1954: 4). In 1566 , J uan Pardo 
I 

marched with a force of 125 to claim t he interior fo r Spain. 

Traveling in a nort herly direction" . . . he came to ' Juada,' or 

' Joara,' the Xuala of DeSoto , taking about the same length of 

time, and perhaps following the same trail" (Ibid.: 64) . He 

built a fort, which he called Fort San Juan, and after leaving a 

small garrison, continued his explora tions . Pardo stayed in the 

area for another year, returning to the Cheraw settlement in 1567 

(Swanton 1946: 65). 

It was the English who would have the greatest long range 

impact on the Carolinas. Queen Elizabeth granted a charter in 

1583 to Sir Humphrey Gilbert and, after his death a year later, 

to his half-brother walter Raleigh, to explore and settle lands 

•not actually possessed of any Christian prince, nor inhabited by 

Christian people.• (Lefler 1934:3). Philip Amadas and Arthur 

Barlowe were sent to explore the Carolina coast for this purpose. 

After six weeks of natural history investigation and trade with 

IndiaDa, tbey returned to Bngland in August 1584. Reports of 

~~ trip and newa of two Indiao ••n wbo came with tbe• froa the 

a.ootbed the way for fund-raieing efforta (Quinn 1985: 

13 7 D PAGI 4 



28- 44 ). 

A party left England on April 9, 1585, landed at Hatteras on 

Jul y 21, and by August 17 , reached Roanoke Island. After building 

cottages and fortifications the colonists set about exploring as 

far as 130 miles wes t and northwest of their base of operations. 

The exped ition i ncluded Ralph Lane, directly representing the 

oueen, John white, a skilled artist, and Thomas Bariot, an Oxford 

don and noted scientist. White' s paintings and Bariot's written 

accounts provide excellent information about the region's people 
I 

and natural history (Ibid .). 

The following June most of the party left for England with 

Sir Francis Drake when he briefly visited Roanoke Island. The 

settlers had been anxiously waiting for supplies that arrived 

only a few days after the colonists departed. A few men were 

left with the supplies, but they were apparently killed by the 

time members of the newly chartered colony arrived on the Outer 

Banks in July, 1587. The colony was started with 110 settlers, 

including seventeen women and nine children. Food was in short 

supply so Governor John White returned to England, at the urging 

of the other colonists, to secure provisions. Because of the 

activity of the Spanish Navy, he did not return until August, 

1590. He found the houses in ruin, the word "Croatoan" carved on 

one tree, and "Cro" on another, but no cross, the sign of 

distress, as previously agreed upon (Lefler and Newsome 195~: 

5-12). 

In the face of such difficulties English efforts to colonize 

lortb ~erica were halted, not to be renewed until 1606. In that 

Y••r J,..• I granted a charter to the Virginia company, and tbe 

83.7 BN PAGI 5 



following year Jamestown was established on Chesapeake Bay. 

seginning with Sir Robert Heath in October, 1629, a series of 
proprietary land grants were issued as a means of stimulating the 

colonization of the areas adjacent to the Jamestown settlement. 

The next two decades saw repeated efforts to explore the 

Albemarle area and push back the occupying Indians by force, or 

negotiate land agreements with them (McPherson 1966). 

BY the middle of the seventeenth century England was 

embroiled in a civil war from which Oliver cromwell emerged 
I victoriou~. Charles I was beheaded in 1649, and cromwell rul ed 

until his d~ath in 1658. Two years later Charles II claimed the 

crown after more than a decade in exile. Shortly after his 

return he granted a tract of land that extended from the southern 

shore of Albemarle sound to what is now the Georgia-Florida state 

line, bounded on the east and west by the sea, to eight of his 

supporters. In 1665 the grant was expanded to include the area 

below the current Virginia-North carolina boundary as far soUth 

as the Spanish territory in Florida (Lefler and Newsome 1954~ 

33). Between 1662 and 1667 the proprietors made a number of 

attempts to establish a permanent settlement on the Cape Fear 

River in Clarendon. As many as 800 men, women, and children 

lived there during this period. Convinced that the land was 

unproductive and the Indians hostile, and torn by internal 

dissension, they soon left. By contrast, Charleston, which was 

in 1670, quickly became the hub for the development of 

of the century, settlers began to establish 

By 1690-91, Prench families bad 



,. ______ __ 
Others came to the Neuse and Trent settled on the Pam1ico River. 

th as incorporated in 1706 . Rivers around 1707 . The town of Ba w 
i t h von Gr affenr ied , and rn 1710 New Bern was founded by Chr s op 

included over 200 Swiss and German co lonists. This southern 

· · · h ds inlets and r i vers expans1on of Buroamer1cans 11ned t e soun , ' 

with their permanent settlements (Map 3). These were not 

explorers who would be gone in a few weeks or months, but a 

growing wave of immigrants looking for new homes and a new way of 

life. As such, they posed a serious t hreat to the neighboring 
1 

Indian communities. 

The settlement of other parts of eastern Carolina was first 

delayed, and then made possible, by the devastat ing wars between 

Indians and whites from 1711 to 1716. These wars accelerated the 

depopulation of the Indian that had earlier taken place in the 

northern coastal area. By 1724 the lower Cape Fear River 

received its first permanent Anglo-American settlers. Most came 

from South Carolina. The town of Brunswick was established in 

1725 to be replaced by Wilmington a decade later as the area's 

center for trade, culture, and government. 

By the l730s there were 30,000 whites, 6,000 blacks and an 

esti•ated l,OOO Indians in North Carolina (Merrens 1964: 20). Of 

this total population just over a thousand were in the cape Pear 

area, wbile tbe otbers were located in the older, more 

eatabliahed parts of tbe colony to the north and northeast. North 

bebind ita neighbors in new population growth. 

~lJ, .. ~ter area, tbe Buroaaerican population was 

by -.n wbo were llplorera, tra4era, 



In general, the settlement of North Carolina was influenced 

h . 1 f t First, the lack of good harbors bY two geograp 1ca ac ors. 

diverted European immigration to the north (Virginia and 

h C l ·na) The coastal area, Maryland) and to the south (Sout aro 1 • 

consisting of a chain of islands or banks, was separated from the 

mainland by five sounds. These sounds, which represent the 

largest inland waters of any state, are shallow, as are the 

inlets, making navigation dangerous. It is not without reason 

that the area has been named the "Graveyard of the Atlantic." The 
A 

principal ~ivers of North carolina-- the Tar, Neuse, and Cape 

Fear-- flo~ into this inland basin (see map 1 and Map 3). 

second, the rivers which offered access to deep-water ports 

flowed into neighboring south Carolina. These rivers are the 

Yadkin, Catawba, Pee Dee, Broad, and Saluda. Thus, those who 

settled above the fall line found no easy access by water to the 

markets (Ibid.: 19; see map 1). The movement of people and goods 

was along a northwest-southeast axis, and settlement was limited 

to areas near the overland routes. 

Until the 1730s Euroamerican settlement of the Carolinas 

spread from two centers: the Albemarle region of North Carolina 

and Charleston, South carolina. The development of the Albemarle 

settlements was hindered by a lack of good ports and the policies 

of the proprietors, who restricted the right of land ownership, 

and were, in general, corrupt and oppressive. By contrast, 

Charleston had a good harbor, and a more pleasant year-round 

climate. 

early 1730s families had begun moving into the back 

everal decades a sexual imbalance existed. 



Euroamerican men for every woman 
There were on the average three 

who moved i nto the back country 
(Bridenbaugh 1952: 172) . Those 

) a mi xture of 
(the western piedmont and mountain regions were 

Of old country immigrants and some 
children or grandchildren 

generally non-English in nationalitY 
recent arrivals. They were 

. t Most were scotch-Irish, 
and typically anti-English in sent1men · 
presbyterian dissenters, or persecuted German Protestant (e.g., 

Moravians) groups. The majority traveled down the great valleY of 

f 1 . settlements 1' n Pennsylvania looking for a yirginia rom ear 1er 
· f d d sperl·ty Others moved into tbe new front~er, ree om an pro . 

backcountry north from Charleston along the drainages of the 

wateree, Yadkin, and catawba rivers. During this same period 

thousands of Highland Scots landed on the cape Fear River and 

moved inland to the vicinity of what was to become cross Creek 

(now Fayetteville). Map 5 shows the pattern of early eighteenth 

century settlement. 

several points should be made about the way North Carolina 

was populated during this period. First, in spite of early 

attempts to colonize the area, North Carolina lagged behind her 

neighbors in Euroamerican population growth and thus, was 

available as a convenient frontier for later expansion. Second, 

those who came to North carolina in the eighteenth century were 

an ethnically diverse population. This diversity in language and 

culture prevented the development of a cohesive social structure. 

Tbese ethnic communities, which included the scotch-Irish, 

llraana, Welch, Swiss and French Huguenots (Ibid.: 21), found 

isolated from each other, their principal, if not only 

being in coamerce. Third, moveaent into the 
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regi on along old , well established t ransportation rout es le. g . 

t he Great Valley of Vi rgi ni a, and various dra i nages from 

vi rgi nia, South Carol i na, and t he coastal mouths of North 

carolina rivers) and t he swamps of t he coastal pla i n resulted in 

several areas left vir t ual l y unpopulated by the newcomers unt il 

the middle or t he late 1700s . 

sy 1750 the population of the colony had r eached 

approximately 75,000 and consisted primar i ly of individual s of 

Fnglish descent who came from neighboring colonies , particularly 

pennsylvania. In addition, t here was a l arge inf lux of Scot tish 
' Highlanders who moved into the interior through the Cape Fear 

River system. Map 6 shows the patterns of movement after 1750, 

while maps 7 - 9 show the locations of the var ious e t hnic groups 

in the third quarter of the eighteenth cent ury. Map 10 provides 

a summary of the distribution of the sett lers . 

It is clear that none of these groups occupied the area in 

which the ancestors of the present-day Lumbee l i ved, although the 

scottish Highlanders were in the vicinity. The remoteness of the 

area is further illustrated by map 11-12; there was not a single 

road that traversed the Drowning Creek area in 1775, and the 

nearest town was Cross Creek {now Fayetteville), some forty miles 

distant. Geographical factors contributed to the lack of 

settlement in the area of Drowning Creek. But just as important 

was the fact that the area was occupied by an Indian group 

willing to contest for the land when European settlers arrived. 

Given the availablity of cheap and better land elsewhere in North 

surprising that few whites sought land in the 



INDIANS OF SOUTHERN NORTH CAROLI NA 150 0 - 1775 

The area occupied by t he present-day Lumbee Indians was home 

to a number of autonomous groups during the sixteenth through t he 
eighteenth cent uries . The cape Fear Indians occupied the coastal 

area to t he east , along the cape Fear River. According to 

swant on ( 1946: 1 03) , t his group aay have been par t of t he 

waccamaw t r i be, who, i n 1670, " · · · were living along the river 
I 

wh ich beats t heir name and on t he lowe r course of the Pee Dee , in 

cl os e association wi th t he Winyaw and Pedee tribes" (Ibi d.: 203) . 

some joined t he Cat awba, other s "the so-called croatan Indians of 

North caroli na, " wh i le others rema ined i n t hei r traditional 

terr i tory (Swanton 1952 : 1 01). The Winyaw were a lso l ocated on 

the Pee Dee Ri ver near i t s mout h (Ibi d . 1946 : 207), and many of 

them also j oined the Catawba in t he e i ghteenth century , whi l e 

some remained in the vicinity of the wh i te settlement s, at least 

up through the 1750s (Ibid. 1952: 97). 

While English settlement did not reach the area unt i l the 

latter part of the seventeenth century, there were Spanish 

contacts from the early part of the sixteenth century which 

profoundly influenced these tribes, particularly the Cheraw. 

Mooney (1928) has shown that the Cheraw are identical 
with the xuala province which De Soto entered in 1s•o, 
remaining about 4 days. They were visited by Pardo at a 
later date, and almost a hundred years afterward Lederer 
heard of them in the saae region. Before 1700 they left 
their old country and moved to the Dan River near the 
aoutbern line of Virginia, where they seem to have had 
two dietinct settle•enta about 30 miles apart. About 
t be year 1710, on account of constant Iroquois attacks, 
t~ aoved aoutbeast and joined the leyauwee. !be 

!!l:'li.!llr ... vw..ilill'-aiat • of lortb carolina, being diaaatisfied at tbe 
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proximity of these and other tribes, Governor Ede~ 
0 0 declared war against the cheraw, and applied to V1rg1n1a 

for assistance. This governor Spotswood refused, as he 
believed the Carolinians were the aggressors, but the 
contest was prosecuted by the latter until after the 
Yamasee War. During this period complaint was made that 
the Cheraw were responsible for most of the depredations 
committed north of santee River and they were accused of 
trying to draw the coast tribes into an alliance with 
them. It was asserted also that arms were being supplied 
them from Virginia. The Cheraw were then living upon 
the upper course of the Great Pee Dee, near the line 
between the two colonies and in the later Cheraw 
district of South carolina. Being still subject to 
attack by the Iroquois, they finally - between 1726 and 
1739 - became incorporated with the Catawba, with whom 
at an earlier date they had been at enmity. In 1759 a 
party joined the English in their expedition against 
F~rt Dusquesne, but the last notice of them is in 1768 
wh~n the remnant was still living with the Catawba 
(Swanton 1952: 76). 

swanton placed the Cheraw population at 510 in 1715, and between 

fifty and sixty in 1768 (Ibid.: 77). They were presumably living 

with the Catawba. These statements, while accurate as far as 

they go, do not presume that all Cheraw joined the Catawba. What 

swanton is saying is that sometime between 1726 and 1739 a number 

of Cheraw joined with the Catawba, but maintained a separate 

identity. It is possible that this was a single village, but 

there is no evidence that it was the only Cheraw village. 

The earliest documentary evidence of Indian communities in 

the area of Drowning Creek is a map prepared by John Herbert in 

1725. Herbert was the commissioner of Indian trade for the Wineau 

Factory on the Black River, which was the closest European 

outpost to Drowning creek. This position allowed him to have an 

inti•ate knowledge of the location of the tribes in the area. The 

tbe Pee Dee River and Drowning Creek, a region 

of either North carolina or south carolina, 

Sioqap-speaking communities. Herbert 
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1 dentifies four; the Saraws , Pedee, Scavanos, and wacomas , wi t h 

the catabaws, Surarees, Tausequas, and Sugaws located to the west 

on the wateree River (Map 13) . There is no evidence of white 

settlement in the region at this time. 

south Carolina began settlement i n the upper reaches of the 

pee oee River in 1736. In that year the colony authorized a 

group of Welsh and Pennsylvania settlers to establish a 

community. The new settlers moved further up the river than 

intended and located on land owned by the Peedee and Cheraw 
I 

(Meriwether 1940: 92) . In 1737 , one John Thompson, acting as 

agent, purchased all the lands belonging to the two tribes along 

the Pee Dee River, except for two old fields. The welsh 

settlement was located some distance southwest of Drowning CreeK. 

Apparently the purchase did not result in the removal of the 

Indians from the area or establish a clear title, for in 1739 the 

welsh residents petitioned the South carolina council for 

assistance. 

Mr. John Thompson of Pee Dee attended to answer to the 
petition of the 16th March past from the welsh people 
against him (setting forth the apprehensions they are 
under, from the Pee Dee and Charraw Indians running 
amongst their settlements under pretense of hunting ; and 
several other complaints against the said Thompson; and 
so forth) (BPRO June 8, 1739). 

OD tbe fifteenth of June, Thompson appeared before the council, 

surrendered two conveyances from the Charraw Indiana of 

on Pee Dee River,w one for the northeast aide, and 

tbe southwest side of the said river for the 

tbree hundred heavy buckskins. The inatru .. nts 

and fourteen of theit bea4 

1731 (Ibid. ~une lS, 1139). 
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AS to the two old fi elds res erved by the Che r a w, one was held by 

an i nd ividual named Laroche, and the other by Th omas Gr ooms 

(Ibid.). 

The fi rst land grant in the area of Drow~ing creek was to 

senrY O' Berry in 1748 (NCSA October 8, 1748: 298). A second 

grant was made to John Davis in 1750. His land was loca ted near 

the present community of Barper's Ferry, while a third grant was 

.ade to William Pugh in the same general area. However, there 

was already a settlement on Drowning creek. 
I 

In 1754, Governor Arthur Dobbs of North carolina, intending 
\ 

to assist Virginia's war against the Indians along her western 

frontier, issued a request for information on t he condition of 

the militia in the various counties (Dial and Eliades 1975: 30). 

The report for Bladen County (which included what is now Robeson 

county) stated: 

Col. Rutherford's Regmt of Foot in Bladen county 441 a 
Troop of horse --- a new company necessary to be made at 
waggamaw James Kerr recommended for Capt. -
Drowning Creek on the head of Little Pedee 50 families a 
mixt Crew [or breed] a lawless people filled the lands 
without patent or paying quit rents shot a surveyor for 
coming to view vacant lands being enclosed by great 
swamps - Quakers to attend or pay as in the Northern 
counties fines not high enough to oblige the militia to 
attend musters no arms stores or Indians in the county -
(NCSA 1754: TR.1-16) 

It is clear that there was a community of 300 or more 

individuals on Drowning creek that held land in common. The most 

reasonable explanation for its existence, given the lack of white 

llttle .. nt in the area, is tbat the community consists of 

tribal •••bers. There ia confiraation of the incident 

tbe •urveyor and support for tbe contention that thia 

ea..unity e1isting on tbe frontier. 



1,.1 ••• .. , ~ ,\ North Carolina 
. I ~~m!:~d:on~urab~e Ma tthew Rowan, Esq: President and ' of North: cln Chlef, i n and over his Majesty ' s Province 

aroli na. 

PROCLAMATION 
WHEREAS Info t ' h rma 1on ha t h been made unto me upon Oa th 
t at s~ndry Persons, under Colour and Pret~nce of 
A~thorlty from his Majesty's Officers in the Province 
0 South Carolina, have come there into the County of 
Anson with~n this Province, and have there surveyed 
r~~ds ~y Vlrtue . of the said Authority: And whereas, such 

ega Proceed1ngs tend manifestly to disturb the 
Peace, raise Doubts ~bout the Property, and retard the 
Settl~ment of the sa1d County of Anson, which is a 
Front1er to the I~dians; I have thought fit, by and with 
the u~animous Adv1ce and Assent of his Majesty's 
Coun71~, to Issue this my Proclamation, hereby strictly 
requ1~1~9 and commanding his Majesty's Officers, civil 
and m1l1tary, with in the Province who shall be informed 
of any Offence in the Premisses (~ic), to apprehend or 
ca~se to be apprehended; every such offender, and to 
br1ng them, with due Proof of their Offence, before h is 
Maje~ty's Chief Justice, or any one of his Associate 
Just1ces, to be dealt with according to Law. Herein 
they are not to fail. 

GIVEN under my Hand and the Great seal of the said 
Province, at Wilmington, the lOth Day of May, in the 
XXVI Year of his Majesty's Reign, Anno Domini 1753. 

Matt Rowan. 
By his Honour's Command. 

Ja. Murray, Sec. 
(New Bern North Carolina Gazette July 7, 1753) 

The proclamation offers an explanation for the reference to 

tbere being no Indians in Bladen County. At this time Drowning 

Creek formed the boundary between Bladen and Anson Counties. 

Apparently the Indian community was on the Anson side of the 

river. Tbe reference to the surveyor makes it clear that it is 

tbt aa .. co .. unity referred to by Rutherford. Finally, there is 

reference to Anaon county being on the "Frontier to the 

!be inescapable conclusion is that the co .. unity on 

wa• an Indian co .. unity. such an explanation is 

~1 a aubeequent newapaper account. 



The uppe r region of t he Li t tle Pee Dee Rlver was outside t he 

control of either North or Sou t h Ca rolina. Dur i ng one of the 

~anY incidents that occu rred in the area, a conv icted felon , 

winsler Driggers, sentenced to be hanged, was captured"··. near 

orowning Creek, in the Charraw Settlement" (South carol i na 

Gazette October 3, 1771). The reference is clear as to the 

location of the community; that it was a Cheraw settlement 

denotes its tribal composition. This is most certainly the same 

f 0 amunitY identified in 1754. 

The next reference to this community occurred two years 

later, in 1773, when an unnamed person compiled "A List of the 

Mob Rai!ously Assembled together in Bladen county" (NCSA October 

13, 1773). The list identifies twenty-one individuals and 

contains eleven surnames including two Iveys, four sweats, five 

Grooms, three Locklears, one Chavours (Clark) , one Dees, one 

Grant, one Pace, one Vaun, one Stapbleton, and one Carsey. With 

the exception of Grant , Pace, and vaun, these are names 

associated with the ancestors of present-day Lumbees. No other 

docu•ents have been found that can shed light on this list; 

nonetheless, it is fair to assume that it refers to some 

confrontation between the inhabitants and the colonial 

government, probably over land. The choice of the term 

•railously• is interesting, since it indicates a strong protest 

tgainat ao•e condition or action of government, rather than 

derly behavior. Three individuals were accused of harboring 

Major Locklear, Recber Groom, and Bater Carsey. 

beads of bousebolda and were evidently co .. unity 

fair to asau .. that this is tbe saae comaunity aa 
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that identified in 1754 because Major Locklear , who with his 

brother John are ancestors of substantially all of the 

present-day Lock lears in the Lumbee tribe, was living on Drowni ng 

creek as evidenced by a January 23, 1754 deed that contains t he 

following legal description; " ... on the north s i de of Drowning 

creek and on White Oak Swamp being the place where Major Locklear 

now lives" (NCSA 1754). Another individual identified as a 

member of the community was Thomas Groom who was at one time the 

qolder of the one of the old fields t hat the Cheraw had reserved 

in 1737. 

In summary, the present-day Lumbee tribe is descended from an 

Indian community composed largely of Cheraw Indians and related 

siouan-speaking people who were known to have inhabited the area 

of what is now Robeson County since the eighteenth century. 

support for this comes from the anthropologist-historian John 

Reed swanton. Called upon in the early 1930s to provide his 

expert opinion as to the origins of the Lumbee tribe he wrote: 

The evidence available thus seems to indicate that the 
Indians of Robeson County who have been called croatan 
and Cherokee are descended mainly from certain Siouan 
tribes of which the most prominent were the Cheraw and 
Keyauwee, but they probably included as well remnants of 
the Eno, and Shakori, and very likely some of the 
coastal groups such as the waccamaw and Cape Fears. It 
is not improbable that a few families or small groups of 
Algonquian or Iroquoian may have cast their lot with 
this body of people, but contributions from such sources 
•ust bave been relatively insignificant. Although there 
is ao•e reason to think that the Keyawee tribe actually 
eo~r.ibuted •ore blood to the Robeson County Indians 
tbaD aay otber, tbeir naae is not widely known, whereas 

e Cberaw baa been fa•iliar to biatoriana, 
and ethnologists in one fora or another 

pf pe soto and bas a fira position in the 
tbe region. Tbe Cberawa, too, •••• to 

t. ~It o~aing tbe coloniat• 
after the Iuane upriaing. 

t -.. et in 



connection with t hi s body of six or eight thousand 
peopl e, that of the Che r aw would, in my opinion, be most 
appropria te (Swanton 1934) . 

In 1 936 Swant on published an article in which he traced the 

movements of t he Che r aw from the northwestern corner of south 

carolina to the Dan River around 1700, and fr om there southeast 

to the Pee Dee River in 1710. According to swanton: 

In 1710 they moved southeast and joined the Keyauwee, 
but late r the two tribes seemed to have separated, t he 
Cheraw moving l ower down the Pedee to the Cheraw 
dist r ict i n South Carolina, where they proved a thorn in 
the flesh t o t he South carolina colonists. In 17 33 t he 
~eyauw~e, probably accompanied by the Eno and Shakori, 
are sa1d t o ha ve gone south to join the Cheraw . Anothe r 
tri be which must have united with them at this period 
was the Siss i phaw, whose fields were on Haw river . 
Barnwel l s ays , indeed , that the Sis siphaw were the s ame 
t r i be as t he Shakori, but apparently t his means that 
t hey were a branch of that tribe. Before 1739 the 
un i t ed tribes r emoved to the Catawba country , and Eno 
and Cheraw are mentioned by Adair as dialects spoken in 
the Ca t awba confederation about 1743. The Cheraw 
constitu t ed a distinct body as late as 1768 (193 6: 
375-376 ). 

In 1938 Swanton publ i shed a s hor t description of the Lumbee t r i be 

under the name "The Croatan Indians" reaffi rmi ng hi s opin i on that 

the original members of the tribe were drawn fr om a number of 

Siouan tribes (1938: 323) . 

As swanton points out, this does not prec lude the possibility 

that other Indian individuals and groups might have joined the 

tribe at various times. In fact, the origins of the Lumbee tribe 

has been a matter of discussion for the better par t of 100 years. 

1888, Hamilton McMillan concluded that the Lumbees were 

the lost colony of Roanoke, who had inter-married 

ln~ians (McPherson 1915:38). Be described the 

Lumbee River as follows: 



"""-"'-r 

' ~~ .. 
..... 

located on the t 
Indians, speak·wa ers ~f Lum~er.River a large tr~be of 
slaves and ~ng.E~gl~sh, t~ll~ng the soil , own1ng 
They o~cupiear~~t~c~ng many arts of civilized life. 
but their . .e country as far west as the Pee Dee, 
along the P7~nc 1pal seat was on the Lumber, extending 
common an~ 1rerdfo~ 20 mi les. They held their lands in 

' a~ t1tles only became known on the 
appro~ch 0~ Wh1te men. The f irst grant of land to any 
of .th1s tr1be of which there is written evidence in 
ex1stence was ~ade by George II in 1732 to Henry Berry 
and James Lowr1e, two leading men of the t ribe and was 
located on the Lowrie Swamp, east of Lumber Ri~er in 
present county of Robeson, North carolina. A subsequent 
gran~ ~as made to James Lowrie in 1738. According to 
trad1~ 1on, th;re were deeds of land of older date, 
descr1bed as White" deeds and "Smith" deeds but no 
t r ace of thei r existence can be found (Ibid.~ 48-49). 
' 

O. M. McFher s on, Spec i al Indian Agent appointed to investigate 

"·· · the cond ition and tribal rights of the Indians of Robeson 

and ad joining counties .. . " (Ibid . : 7), endorsed McMillan's 

argument that the Lumbee Ind i ans" .. . were an amalgamation of the 

Hatteras Ind i ans wi t h Gov. White ' s lost colony: the present 
' ; 
-~ Indians are t heir descendants with a further amalgamation with 
1 J i 

~ t he early Scot ch and Scot ch- I r ish settlers , such ama lgamation 

continuing down to t he pres ent time , togethe r with a small degree 

of amalgamat i on with other races" (Ibid.: 17) . Whi l e questoning 

whether the tumbees were descended f r om t he Che rokee , McPher s on 

was willing to acknowledge the possib i l i t y"·· · that there was 

some degree of amalgamation between the Indians residing on the 

Luaber River and the Cheraws, who wer e their nea rest neighbors" 

Ibid.: 23). 

Swanton classifies the Eastern Siouan speakers into two 

~ivisions: the Tutelo (pr i nc i pally Virginia) , and 

and south carolina) . The Tutelo included the 

Moneton, Nahyssan, Occaneechi, Saponi, and 

tpwba division were the Catawba, Cheraw, and 



conqaree, as well as the Eno , Keyauwee, Shakor i , Sissipahaw, 

S~qeree (classified as the Eno Branch), and the Cape Fear , pedee, 

~accaaaw, Winyaw, Santee, Sewee, Wateree , waxhaw, woccon, and 

yadkin (Swanton 1946 = 10). During the turmoil of the eighteenth 

century, the tribes in the Catawba division ma i nt ai ned relatively 

close contact with each other, often sharing the same territory 

and villages (Swanton 1946; 1963) . Dr. Prank Siebert, who 

conducted linguistic and ethnological research among the catawba 

(O' over twenty years, maintains that the Cheraw spoke a dialect 

of catawba (Brasser 1964: 279; Personal communication, Siebert to 

campisi, November 21, 1985). 

It must be pointed out that Swanton's classification is based 

as •uch on conjecture as on linguistic data. Hudson has argued 

that with the exception of Catawba, Tutelo, and woccon, there is 

no linguistic evidence to support including the remaining groups 

within the Siouan classification (1970: 6-8) . Swanton based his 

analysis upon Mooney, whose w ••• classification is not 

linguistic; it is one of those 'theories' that are often 

encountered in early studies of prehistory which seem to simplify 

but actually distort" (Ibid.: 7). Hudson puts the issue of 

liaguiatic and political correspondence in a suitable 

general rule, it is hazardous to extrapolate froa 
·~~yiatic classifications, with rare exceptions, one 

expect to find a siaple coincidence of 
·~~autetic, cultural, and racial boundaries. Indeed, 

MWJD~=.t~•~• ia already ao confused we would do well to 
ndon tbe •saatern Siouan• claaaification, 

~~the biatua in our knowledge of the Southeast 
in anew (Ibid.: 9). 

war tbe population of lortb Carolina vaa 



. ided in its allegiance d 
dlv ' an t here were fr equent battles 

tween those loyal to the c 1 . 
be 0 onles and those who supported t he 

n The Lumbees appar tl . crow · en Y S1ded with the coloni es, quite 

PossiblY serving with Franci 8 Marion , "the swamp Fox," who, on 
0 ccasion, took refuge in the Red Banks area, an area of Lumbee 

settlement (Dial and Eliades 1975 : 36) . A.W . McLean described 
the part played by the Lumbees : 

During the Revolut· the continental 10n some of these Indians served in 
. . ranks, as well as in the more l ocal 

organ1zat1?ns raised by the State of North carolina . 
. T~e te~r1tory.embraced in Robeson county was much 

d1v1ded.1n ~ent1ment, and toward the close of the 
Reyolut1on 1t was the scene of murderous civil warfare 
of unparalled atrocity. 

The tradition of these people that some of their 
leaders fought on the side of the Colonies seems to be 
corroborated ~y certain c i rcumstances. Giles Lietch 
says that dur1ng the Revolution some of these families 
acqu~red a considerable number of slaves. Bad they 
acqu1red them from North carolina, these slaves would 
have been recovered on the return of peace. such slaves 
as the British captured, they sent either to Florida or 
Nova Scotia. It is therefore probable that these slaves 
held by these Robeson County Indians were acquired from 
South Carolina . Marion raised his celebrated band 
largely in that part of North carolina, and as an 
inducement for serving with him he offered as pay to his 
North Carolina troopers slaves taken from the south 
Carolina Loyalists. So many of these were thus taken 
and held by his North Carolina troopers that after the 
war the question of their return became a matter of 
State Legislation. 

After the war, feeling against the local Tories ran so 
high that they were discriminated against and severe 
tests of loyalty were applied. There seems to have been 
no feeling against these Indians, for although not white 
they were allowed to vote as "freemen," without any 
change being made in the law to include them, although 
only whites had earlier been allowed to vote •••• 

Bad they been of the Tory element probably they would 
not have been allowed the right of suffrage, because the 
feeling against Tories was very bitter, especially in 
t t region where they lived (U.S. Bouse of 

ntatives 1913). 

identify from pension records eleven Lumbees 

They are John Brooks, Jacob 



I 

~ocklear, Sa~uel Bell, James Brooks , Be r ry Hunt , Thomas Jacobs , 
1 Revels, Richard B 11 ~ichae e ' Primus Jacobs, Thomas cummi ngs, and 

John aammond <1975 : 35 , fn 3} . Lumbees also served in t he war of 

1812 (u.s. Bouse of Representatives 1913: 14-15) . The names of a 

00moer of ancestors of present-day Lumbees appear on the 1790 

census, as well as subsequent censuses . The data indicate the 

presence of a well established community whose heads of 

households are directly related to the contemporary tribal 

fOpulation. 

Although generally classified as free non-whites or mulattoes 
\ 

during the post-Revolutionary War years, the Lumbees appear to 

have been treated more generously than free blacks, being allowed 

to vote without challenge (U.S. House of Representatives 1913: 

14-15). The county tax returns show Lumbees owning property in 

various communities in the county, but concentrated in the more 

centrally located townships around present-day Prospect and Red 

unks. However, this liberal treatment was limited as is 

illustrated by the case of Mary Cumbo who was prosecuted as a 

•tree person of color" in the 1820s for allegedly trading with 

slaves (NCSA 1838). 

In the 1830s, two seemingly unrelated actions -- one by the 

government and the other by the state of North Carolina 

·-~·-, their synergism having a disastrous impact on the 

state. In 1830 the United States Congress passed 

for the removal of all Indian tribes east 

aiYtr to land set aside in the "Indian 

such as the Cherokees and the 

p~~pose of tbe act was to cleat 



l •nd tor white settlement, and t r ibes 'th 1 ' d 
p Wl high vi sibi 1ty an 

valuable land were prime candidates. 

The final assault · 
came in the 1 830 agalnst .the Southeastern Indians 
eo le's a ~· Seldom 1n moder n history bas one 

P P 1 tlggresslon agai nst another been so unforgiving, 
so f~ e~ ess, and marked by such terrible results. The 
wor 0 Southeastern Ind i ans changed great ly before 
1830, bu~ what happened af t er 1830 virtually brought it 
to an en . · In one great pol itical and economi c crunch 
the Ame:lcans g~ined a large por tion of a continent, 
along Wlth all 1ts natural resources. At little cost 
they forced . the Indians out of their homeland, for all 
but. the Sem1noles were already too beaten to offer much 
res1sta~ce. The impetus for removal came not from the 
poor wh1tes on the frontier but from the Southern 
pla~ters, politicians, and land speculators. Many of 
the1r countrymen opposed removal, but those who were in 
fafOr of the policy prevailed in the end, although it 
was at the cost of a deep sectional division in the 
country which eventually ended i n civi l war . It was 
with Indian removal that the s eemingly perpetual 
availability of free land became a dom i nant factor in 
American history (Hudson 1976: 451). 

In the climate of removal, it did not benef it a tribe of 

Indians to manifest its identity overtly. Lumbees, like other 

Indians in the state held their land in severalty, but often 

without patents. Thus, they were in a precarious position. 

Along with removal, there was an increasingly strident debate 

over slavery. As Dial and Eliades describe it: 

••• the question of slavery also appeared in national 
politics, partly as an aspect of what would be a 

tinuing dispute over state's rights, but mainly as an 
ndent issue. on January 1, 1831, William Lloyd 

issued the first edition of his abolitionist 
·~~-~~·r The Liberator. The slavery issue would not 

into tbe dark recesses of the national mind. 
•ontbs later, the visionary Nat Turner 

ction in southbampton county, 
days all southern eyes and thoughts 

what this developaent 
known that fifty-seven whites 

n ul e~ock. A~ways 
~ainga, the 



1and for white settlement, and tribes with high visibility and 

valuable land were prime candidates. 

The final assault against the southeastern Indians 
came 1 ~ the 1830s. Seldom in modern history has one 
people s aggression against another been so unforgiving, 
so relentless, and marked by such terrible results. The 
world of Southeastern Indians changed greatly before 
1830, but what happened after 1830 virtually brought it 
to an en~. In one great political and economic crunch 
the Amer1cans gained a large portion of a continent, 
along with all its natural resources. At little cost 
they forced the Indians out of their homeland, for all 
but .the Seminoles were already too beaten to offer much 
res1sta~ce. The impetus for removal came not from the 
poor wh1tes on the frontier but from the southern 
pla~ters, politicians, and land speculators. Many of 
thelr countrymen opposed removal but those who were in 
faYor of the policy prevailed in

1
the end, although it 

was at the cost of a deep sectional division in the 
country which eventually ended in civil war. It was 
wit~ In~i~n removal that the seemingly perpetual 
ava1lab1l1ty of free land became a dominant factor in 
American history (Hudson 1976: 451). 

In the climate of removal, it did not benefit a tribe of 

Indians to manifest its identity overtly. Lumbees, like other 

Indians in the state held their land in severalty, but often 

without patents. Thus, they were in a precarious position. 

Along with removal, there was an increasingly strident debate 

~er slavery. As Dial and Eliades describe it: 

••• the question of slavery also appeared in national 
politics, partly as an aspect of what would be a 
continuing dispute over state's rights, but mainly as an 
independent issue. On January 1, 1831, William Lloyd 
Garrison issued the first edition of his abolitionist 
newspaper The Liberator. The slavery issue would not 
again slip into the dark recesses of tbe national aind. 
!ien, eight •ontha later, the viaionary Nat Turner 
ataged his inaurrection in Southbaapton County, 
Virginia. ror ten days all aoutbern eyea and tboughta 
were focuaed on Virginia and what thia developaent 
portended. When it becaae known that fifty-aeven whites 
were dead, tbe soutb recoiled in aournful abock. Alvaya 
frlgbtened at tbe proapect of alave upriainga, the 
Wbitea of tbe Old south would not ataln aleep eaay. 
lever aind tbat few alav•• joined turner'• upriaing, or 
tb•t approxi•atelY one hundred letroea were killed in 

83 1 81 P Gl 23 



the manhunt t hat captured h ' d nineteen oth 1m , or that Turner an 
Turner tr er~ were tried and executed. Garrison and 
al l non-w~~~a tl zed the ante-bellum south and henceforth 
(Dial and Eleisdwould pay for the fears they had fir ed a es 1975: 39). 

Relations i n North Carolina between whites and ~people of 

color" steadily worsened after the Turner uprising, and in 1834 

tbe paranoia was given legislative status. As the population of 

tbe western counties grew so did tbe controversy over the 

allocation of power. In 1834 tbe state's electorate voted to 

hold a constitutional convention to resolve the di spute over 
I 

represent~tion. After agreeing that representation i n the upper 

bouse would' be based on wealth and property, and that 

representation in the lower house would be based on population, 

the convention turned its attention to" ... the abrogation or 

restriction of the right of free Negroes or mulattoes to vote for 

members of the Senate or Bouse of Commons" (NCSA 1836). After a 

lengthy debate, the convention adopted the following 

constitutional provision: 

No free negro, free mulattoe, or free person of mixed 
blood, descended from negro ancestors to the fourth 
generation inclusive shall vote for members of the 
Senate or House of Commons (Ibid.: 421) . 

fbe constitution was subsequently adopted by a vote of 26,771 to 

21,606 (Dial and !liades 1975: 41). 

!be two actions trapped the Lumbees; a vocal assertion of 

tb•tr IDdianness could have resulted in efforts to reaove them, 

oapliance with the constitutional change in their status 

bad tbe effect of imposing on thea the restrictions 

aowever, aa Dial and Bliadea point out: 

Indiana watched the develop•enta of tbe 
year• witb aa.e uneaaineaa, and yet tbey 



could not bring the 1 all , t hey were no ms~ ves to . be unduly alarmed. ~fter 
They had lon .t trlbal Ind1ans subject to removal. 
r espons i bil i fi :~J~ied . t~e p r e~ogatives and me t the 
cons ti tu tion s a i d Cl~lzenshlp , and the new 
r i ghts they poss no~hlng about depr iving Indians of any 
s i gns; the fu tur:s::s· But ~he Lumbees mis read t he 
The authoritie not go1ng to be l i ke the past. 

h ' t 8 were pour i ng a cup of misery for all 
~~~-;a~te:~u~~a~ever disti~ctions. tha t had ex i s t ed i n 

e eras ed Wlth a s1ng l e mi ndedness of 
purpose th~t was awesome i n its i mplica t ions for t he 
Lumbee Ind1ans (Ibid. ). 

The Lumbees soon found that the i r unique s t atus as Indians 

~~ threatened by the application of new laws regard i ng the 

~ightS f non-whites. In a series of cases bet ween 1837 and 1860 

tribal emhers were charged under t he prov isions of these laws 

persons of co lor" carryi ng firearms, serving 

on jurie , voting, and the like. In most i nstances , of f end i ng 

were freed on a technical i ty, but the implication 

vas clea1; • 

One 

Indians. 

•a free 

tbt flit 

however, went far to recognize the Lumbees as 

a William Chavers was arrested and charged as 

color" with carrying a shotgun. During the 

lleged that he was white, and therefore not subject to 

Nonetheless, he was convicted. Be promptly 

a number of grounds, including one that argued that 

not apply to him since it did not make it criminal 

to carry a gun, only a free Negro. The 

reversed the lower court, making a distinction 

and free persons of color. The for•er is 

descended fro• negro ancestors, to tbe 
usive, though one ancestor of each 

a wbi te person, shall be dee .. d 
of atxed blood (lortb Carolina 



General Statutes, Act of 1855 Chap. 107 , section 79) . 

itS op~nion o n t his defini tion the cou rt fou nd that "Free 
,,$ir'l9 

6ons of color may be, then, f o r all we c an see , persons 
~( 

ed bY Indian blood, or P r o na deac nded from negro 
col"' 

c•stocs beyond the fourth d gr. " ( St a t v. W1111a• Chavers ,, 
1
,

57 
so N. C.: 25) • For all intents and pucpoaea, the free 

}ation of the state had three categories of race, white , 
pOf'U 

,~ persons with no known Black or Indian ancestry, free 
~il•':l' 

C~s, individuals with at least one-si xteenth Black ancestry, 
fll 

1~ tree persons of color , who either were of Indian ancestry or 

~15 than one-sixteenth Black. Presumably, an individual who was 

~~ian, but with a Black ancestor beyond the fourth generat ion , 

~ld be classified also as a free person of color. The 

tolloving year, in another case involving a Lumbee, the appeals 

~rt beld that forcing an individual to display himself before a 

jurY was tantamount to compelling him to furnish evidence against 
.,..• I 

~~ M.self (State v. Asa Jacobs 1858 50 N.C.: 256). Thus, the 

~rden shifted to the state to prove that an individual was a 

fiH Negro through the introduction of genealogical data. 

THE CIVIL WAR 

During the Civil war the Indians of Robeson County were 

pr~ibited from serving in the Confederate Army and were, 

~tead, conscripted into labor gangs and assigned to build 

~rtitications at the mouth of the Cape Pear River to protect the 

city ot lfil•ington. The conditions were harsh and the treatment 

brutal, To add to the peril, a yellow fever epidemic struck 
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t~e ~anhunt that captured him, or that Turner and 
nlne een others were tried and executed Garrison and 
T~Iner tr~~matized the ante-bellum south and henceforth 
a(Diaro~~~ Eieisdwoul d pay for the fears they had fired 

a es 1975: 39). 

Relations in North Carol i na between whites and •people of 

color" steadily worsened after the Turner uprising , and in 1834 

the paranoia was given legislative status. As t he population of 

the western counties grew so did the controversy over the 

allocation of power. In 1834 the state's electorate voted to 

hold a constitutional convention to resolve the dispute over 
I 
represent~tion. After agreeing that representation in the upper 

house would ' be based on wealth and property, and that 

representation in the lower house would be based on population, 

tbe convention turned its attention to" ... the abrogation or 

restriction of the right of free Negroes or mulattoes to vote for 

.eabers of the Senate or House of commons" (NCSA 1836). After a 

lengthy debate, the convention adopted the following 

~nstitutional provision: 

No free negro, free mulattoe, or free person of mixed 
blood, descended from negro ancestors to the fourth 
generation inclusive shall vote for members of the 
Senate or House of commons (Ibid.: 421). 

rhe constitution was subsequently adopted by a vote of 26,771 to 

21,606 (Dial and Eliades 1975: 41). 

!he two actions trapped the Lumbees; a vocal assertion of 

tb,tr !ndianness could bave resulted in efforts to remove them, 

.~~~·~.-c~iance with tbe constitutional change in their status 

tbe effect of imposing on the• the restrictions 

However, as Dial and Bliades point out: 

ndiana watched tbe developaents of the 
y•ars witb some uneaaineasr and yet they 



"

1
. 1•in9ton in 1862-63 d .. , rlvlng out many of the inhabltants and 

d.ci•atin9 the slaves and co . nscrlpted l b a orers brough t i n to do 
th• vork (Evans 1971: 3 4_ 35 ). 

tor the Lumbee Indians th 
e forced labor was the final insult , 

their treatment being no bet ter t han that accorded the slaves . 
-bose who could do so escaped d 
~ an returned home where they hid 
out in the swamps of Robeson County. 

In 1860 Robeson county consist d f e o three distinct 
oopulations: a landed slave-owning 
f gentry of Scotish ancestry, 
~o owned ·much of the best land in the county; Gaelic-speaking 

scots called "Buckskins," who kept l argely to themselves and who 

lived along the western perimeter of the county; and the Indians, 

vbo occupied small plots among the swamps that bordered the 

Lu~er River. These swamps presented an almost impenetrable 

barrier. 

Before the development of transportation, however, t he 
valley of the Lumber was relatively backward and 
sparsely populated. This was because the productive l and 
was cut up and crisscrossed by pocosins, or "bays," the 
curiously oval-shaped swamps characteristic of the 
eastern Carolinas. These have no particular significance 
now that good roads have been constructed, but in early 
historic and prehistoric times they may well have acted 
as a sort of filter determining the kind of people who 
settled the region. This was because in primitive days 
the chief mode of transportation was the dugout canoe; 
and in the Lumber River region the navigable 
.-tercourses were separated from the farm lands by 
tangled almost impenetrable swamps. This difficulty 

eno~gb to discourage men . from settling in the 
on. aut not all men (Ibld.: 21). 

ians, the swamps provided refuge for Union 

88
caped from the nearby Confederate caaps. 

the confederacy, and aore 

Guard, the Luabees gave assistance and 
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otection to t hese sold iers . As t he number of Lumbees and Union 
P' . 

l diers "lay1 ng out" incr eased, so d i d t he burden of feeding 
so 
e~e•· wi th so many men i n hi di ng or conscr ipted, there were few 

dO the farm work. The attitude of the Lumbeea changed from a 
tO 

~ssive one to one ma r ked by belligerence. In short order , a 

~nd emerged, led by the sons of Allen Lowrie (Ibid. : 3S- 38). 

Matters came to a head in 1864 when the Lowries s l aughtered 

~vera1 pigs belonging to a planter named James P . Barnes. unable 

tO get satisfaction for his loss , Barnes resor ted to directing 
l 

~nscripti~n officers to the Lowries' house. The Lowries' 

retalia t ed by killing Barnes (Ibid.: 38-39). Following this they 

-nt after the conscription officer, James Brantley Barris. 

~rent1Y warned, Harris set up an ambush and killed an innocent 

~r of the tribe, whose name was Jarman Lowrie, a cousin of 

senrY Berry Lowrie. Harris next killed two of Jarman's brothers 

•o bad just returned from conscripted service. on January 15, 

1865, the Lowrie Band caught up with Barris and killed him 

{Ibid.: 40-41). 

%be Lowrie Band continued raiding plantations throughout the 

noter of 1865, taking what food and material they needed. In 

8Uch1 1865, the reinforced Home Guard captured Willia• Lowrie, 

probably the band's leader, and his father, Allen, 

_.4fter holding them for a short time, executed thea. This was 

by a virtual reign of terror during wblcb tbe Boae Guard 

.. abers of the Lowrie fa•ily and tbelr kin .. en in order 

ere tbe otber aeabers of tbe 

ht Civil war did no 
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· ng The band, now 
{iglltl • 

local constabulary. 
tile 

idable band that was 
to rtf! 

·•nitY and style. 
i_P .. 

led by Henry Berry Lowrie , struck back at 

By 1870, Henry Berry had put together a 

able to d f.y lhe local authorities with 

The Lowrr Band was thus r constituted, and although he 
was not qu1te twenty, Henry Berry was now its 
unquest1oned leader. It would seem that such a group 
could not escape the Police Guard , strengthened by the 
return of Confederate veterans. But six years later 
some ~embers of t he band would still be free and even 
offer1ng rewa r ds for the capture of their pursuers. 
Yet, except for when the militia was around these men 
did not vanish into the s wamps. on t he contrary Henry 
Berry "as well as his followers were often on the public 
highways or at work for the citizens. They ventured to 
attend church occasionally at New Hope [Chapel] •.• in 
scuffletown, but it was observed that they always went 
armed." 
It seems clear that the arms of less than a dozen men 

were no match for the militia. They survived because of 
a one-way flow of information in Robeson county. The 
Lowrys were usually well informed as to the whereabouts 
of the militia: the authorities were usually misinformed 
as to the whereabouts of the Lowrys (Ibid.: 75-76). 

Henry Berry continued his raids and other exploits until the 

rinter of 1872 when he disappeared. The details of that 

disappearance are not known (Ibid.: 243-253). The turmoil did 

n~ end until the death of the last member of the band, Steven 

~rie, in 1874 (Dial and Eliades 1975: 82). 

Perhaps Evans sums up best the importance of Henry Berry 

~rie to the subsequent history of the tribe. 

What in fact did happen to Henry Berry Lowry? so far 
as verified, uncontradicted historical facts are 
concerned, in February, 1872, he might as well have been 
swallowed up by the winter mist that rises fro• the 
quag•ires of Back swamp. There the marked trail ends and 
Henry Berry enters the twilight world of hearsay and 
legend. But perhaps this is the moat important part of 
the story - because legends are more indestructible than 
•en, even men like Henry Berry. So long as he appeared 
from time to time in the flesh, there was always the 
possibility that he would be seized, humiliated, and 
used to prove once again that if you are poor, have dark 
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skin, or lack stat 
rebell ion ... . us , you will certa1nly pay dearly for 

It is not possib l 
has accumulated aro~ ~0 summar ize here all the lore that 
may be sa id that onen ~he ~ame of Henry Berry. aut it 
difference in Robes thlng 1s certain: he made a 
all their diverse 0~~ iounty. He gave the Indians, wi th 
people. Prom just g ns, the sense of being one 
sure, whether Lumb what tribal origin one was not quite 
from the survivorsee, Cherokee, Croatan, or descended 
on Roanoke Island d 0 f the unsuccessful Engl ish colony 
they certain! a ur ng the 1580's. But one people 
friendship, a~d r~ - united by ancient bonds of kinship, 
Berry who livia ove all the towering image of Henry 

rso~al ~ali ng or dead, imparted some of his 
~ople li~ing ties to the thousands of brown-skinned 

The Indi a ong the banks of the Lumber. 
1

ans have drawn s t rength from a mighty legend. 
As airesu t their subsequent history has been somewhat 
bapp e~ than that of the Negroes, during the years 
followlng the failure of the Reconstruction experiment 
in democracy, ~hen there emerged a new, one-party south, 
based on restr1?ted suffrage and repression. No one 
ever succ~eded 1n putting Indians in what the 
Conservat1ves called their place that is the half-free 
status that Indians and non-slav~ Negroes'had held 
before the war (Ibid.: 250-253). 

NINETEENTH CENTURY -- POST CIVIL WAR 

In 1868 the Republican controlled legislature amended the 

~~ constitution, restoring male suffrage and providing for a 

of free public education. The following year the 

ure passed a school law that provided for separate white 

schools to be funded by township or county taxes 

Rewsome 1954: 500). After establishing a bi-racial 

~~·~ation, the white leadership denied the tumbees 

wbite school systea. The Lumbees, for their part, 

~eir cbildren to black schools. Thus, whatever 

cbildren received came froa subscription 

religioua organization•. 
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~or t he £irst two decades follow 1·ng 
~ t he establishment of 

gregated schools, the Lumbees continued their refusal to se 
ticipate. Slowly, the Democratt' c county leaders became aware pat 

of the tribe's voting potential. 

Thoughtful . D~mocrats were slow to see the significance 
of ~he pol7ttca1 power of the Indians The Indians were 
votlng ~gatn~t them and were demanding separate schools 
for thelr Chlldren. It took ten years for the Democrats 
in the county to see that in order to win the Indians' 
suppor~ they would have to do something for them 
(Oxend1ne 1945: 24) . 

In 1885, the North Carolina General Assembly passed an act 

;ecognizing the Lumbee tribe, and naming it croatan, at the same 
' 

time establishing a separate school system for the benefit of 

tribal members (N.C. Laws 1885, Ch. 51: 92-94). The bill was 

sponsored by Hamilton McMillan, an influential legislator from 

Red springs, on the northwestern end of Robeson county . McMillan 

bad spent several years investigating the tribe's history, and 

s~n became a champion of their cause for a separate educational 

Writing of this time, Dial and Eliades observe: 

The Indians, fortunately, had an advocate for their 
cause in the North Carolina General Assembly in the 
person of the Honorable Hamilton McMillan of Red 
Springs, representative from Robeson county •••• 

illan investigated the origins of the Robeson Indians 
concluded that they were descendants of the "Lost 

ony" and a tribe of coastal Indians he mislabeled the 
oatans." consequently, he sponsored and successfully 

ted legislation giving the Indians of Robeson 
y a legal designation and the privelege of having 

public schools, under their own direction. The 
ficant provisions of the law were: Section 1. 

id Indians and their descendants shall 
designated and known as the Croatan 

d section 2. "That said Indians and their 
ll have separate schools for their 

committees of their own race and color 
to select teachers of their own 
Bliades 1975: 90). 

t the North carolina 



islature to recognize them 
~eg · as Croa t ans and give them separate 
d''hliC schools" (McPherson 1 915 : 39_

40
). 

ryv After the passage of 
act, the Democratic party 

tbe received the Indian vote at the 
nest election (Oxendine 1934: 49_50 ). 

The principal features of the 1885 law were: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

recognition as Croatan Indians · 
separate Indian schools· , 
separate school committ~es· 
select · f ' r lon o teachers of their own choice: 
P.o rata.share of the county's school funds: 
f1sca1 d1sbursement through the county; 
development or expansion of schools initially 
c~ntrolled by the county board of education: 
r1ght of !~dian children in Robeson County to 
attend Ind1an schools outside their resident 
districts; 
eligibility to attend Indian schools limited 
to Croatans "now living in Robeson County and 
their descendants; and 
application of general school laws to the 
Indian school system unless inconsistent with 
the 1885 act (North carolina Laws 1885, Ch. 51: 
92-94). 

the Indian school system was intended to co-exist 

the existing county board of education's non-Indian 

·--~~.~tive jurisdiction, but with two exceptions. Implicitly, 

were empowered to determine the 

students to attend, and explicitly, they were 

~p~ .... re their own teachers. 

~~~~ation of a school system did not automatically 

rogram. Besides buildings and teaching 

needed teachers. Porty years without 

levels of illiteracy in the 

tribal leaders requested 

lecaislation to 
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on Febr uary 2 , 1887 , th 
e North Caroli na House of esentatives received t h 

,eP' e followi ng petition: 
To the Honorable 
Carolina·. ' t he General ~ 

~ssembly of North 
we the undersigned c 

in North Carolina , do ~oa tan Indians of Robeson county 
establ i sh for us a N espectfully ask , that you 

a d ' orJUal School i our r ce, an we do fur t h n Robeson county , for 
general law upon marr ia er ask that you do aJUend the 
for any Croatan and negges , a s to JUake it a misdeJUeanor 
marriages hereaf t er co ro to mar ry , and declare such 
February 2, 1887). ntracted , utte r ly void (NCSA 

-b• petition was signed by 67 c roat ans 
~· and s i x "White Citizens ." 
tb• croat~n signers were: 

James ·Oxendine 
Alamander Locklear 
Isham Locklear 
J.B. Barris 
James Braboy 
s.J. Chavis 
James Bullard 
Robert Collins 
Machire Locklear 
Bvander Blue 
Malakiah Locklear 
Melson Locklear 
Alexander Locklear 
J.P. Locklear 
Neill Oxendine 
Solomon Oxendine 
Jordan Oxendine 

..-.Jllo Pur vie Jacobs 
Chavis 

• Lowrie 
ter Dial 

De as 
Sanderson. 

Hector Lock l ea r 
J .w . Oxend i ne 
Magilbra Br ayboy 
Wi l liam L. Locklear 
Harr ison Ransome 
J ames Di al 
Sol i man Lock l ea r 
Wi nslow Locklear 
Isham Locklear 
Peter Bullard 
I saac Brayboy 
Turner Lower i e 
W.L. Moore 
Zion Lowrie 
Hugh Oxendine 
J.L. Monroe 
Asbury Oxendine 
N.A. Locklear 
Henry Brayboy 
A.J. Revels 
Nelson Chavis 
A. Bullard 

Will iam Goins 
Archi e Oxendine 
G. W. Lowrie 
!sac Braboy 
John E. Oxendine 
wesley Bullard 
Thomas Locklear 
James I. Lowrie 
J . J. Oxendine 
Preston Locklear 
J . C. McEachin , Jr . 
Wi lley J acobs 
Joseph Locklear 
Brown Lowerie 
Alva Oxendine 
J.W . Willis 
Jack Oxendine 
wm. Jacobs 
Hector Sanderson 
Israel Rodgers 
Paisly Sanderson 

every traditional tumbee name is represented in this 

10, 1887, &a•ilton McMillan introduced the 

under the title a •aill to establish a 

county• (MCSA February 10, 1887), and 

1887 (MC Pub Laws, 1887 Ch. ~00: 
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On the same day th 
. e General Assembl 

iage laW to 1nclude the . Y amended the 
t Prohlbition 

d bl k against marriages between s an ac s (NC Publi 
c Laws, 1887 Ch 2 

act contains el • · 54: 499). 
fbe even sections 

· The first provided: 
That W.L. Moore Ja 

L Cklear d ' mes Oxendi o . ' an Others who m ne, James Dial, Preston 
and the1r successors ay be associated with them 
politic and corporat~ a~e hereby constituted a body ' 
county of Robeson, undero~heducational purposes, in the 
trustees of the croatan N e name and style of the 
may have perpetual succeso:mal School, and by that name 
plead and be impleaded Slon, may sue and be sued, 
to have and to hold su~hcontract an~ be c~ntracted with, 
lands, and all appurtena property, 1nclud1ng buildings, 
qounty of Robeson, at an~ce~ the~eto,.situated in the 
selected by the trustees hp a~e 1n sa1d county to be 
pl~ce shall be located b tereln named, provided such 
River in said county• t e wee~ Bear Swamp and Lumber 
or otherwise, real a'd 0 acqulre by purchase, donation, 
of establishing and n .Per~o~al property for the purpose 
for teachers of th cmalntalnlng a.school of hig~ grade 

e roatan race 1n North carol1na. 

act empowered the named trustees to select one of their 

to serve as president and to select three additional 

the Croatan race in such manner as they may 

hire teachers according to their own rules, and to 

on the board of trustees by a majority vote 

the act provided $500 for each of the first two 

teachers' salaries . It guaranteed that the property 

free so long as it was used for educational 

required of every student who attended that they 

teach the youth of the Croatan race for a 

The act did not provide funds for the 

construction of a building, and the two 

suggests that the General Asseably was 

~.~~'··~be did with the opportunity before it 

pespite these limitations it is 



, that t he l egislature h d cl'' a vested in th . e tr1be cons1derable 
boritY to manage its own d . ,.at e ucatlonal aff a irs , and that it 
ognized that the t r i be had ,,c a number of wel l established 
dtCSr some of whom i t named i 1'' n t he act . 
In 1889 the General Assembly amended t he 1885 act by 

1udin9 in section two of t he l a t h iJIC w e followi ng wor ds , "and 

•r• shall be excluded from such tb separate schools fo r t he sa i d 

Ct
A•tan Indians all children of the v- negro r ace to t he fourth 

-~·ration" (Laws of North carolina 1889 Ch r , apter 60; as quoted 

iD acPberson 1915 = 228 >· It fell to the school commi ttees to 

deter•ine student eligibility. The i r power was soon t ested . In 

1
stO a school committee den i ed adm i ssion to the ch i ldr en of a 

Mdillan family. They appealed the decis ion to the Nor th 

~rolina supreme Court, which upheld the action of t he school 

~ittee on the basis of Negro descent within the f ourth 

,_.ration. The decision virtually assured Ind i an cont r ol of 

~r acbool system. It also provided a means for determining 

t~l aeabership. 

political context for passage of these acts is 

In 1885 the Democrats had sought a rapprochement 

county•s Indians through the establishment of the 

This proved unsatisfactory due to the 

educational oppression and the absence of qualified 

conservative Deaocrats had controlled the 

and the governorship for about a decade (with 

the General AssemblY since 1870), and the 

was under increasing criticisa (Woodward 
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BY 1887 the growing dissa t isfaction 
t the Democratic Part of t he agrarian-refo rm 

Jit1'1 o Y' both at th 
p e stat e a d th 1 

15 led to the formation f n e nat i ona 
le"e , o a national 

er's Alliance organization called yarm · In 1891 th ' 
t!l6 

lS segment of t he Democratic 
tY captured the General Assembl 

pa! . y, gi Vi ng the State Rthe 
r's Legislature," with it 

tarlfle s reform program. One of the 
iance's chief aims was a com 

~ll mon school system for the rural 
In the elections of 1894 d 

poot• an 1896, the small-farmer 

Democrats joined with Republicans, and captured 
control of the 

~sse"'blY, ; thus giving the state th 
p '" e so-called "Fusion Rule" 
(terguson 1969: 130-133). 

Robeson County in the l880s was predominantly rural and 

agr icultural, with a sizable Republican vote. Consequently, the 

Democratic hold on the county was fragile, dependent in large 

~rt on the fear that blacks and Republicans would take over as 

theY had during the Reconstruction period. Given these electoral 

dynamics the Lumbee leadership appears to have taken advantage of 

the Democrats' predicament in 1887 by emphasizing that normal 

school legislation would help the Indian community to separate 

itself from the county's black population, thus strengthening the 

Democrats' hold on the county. In light of the critical role of 

Robeson County in statewide politics in 1875, an appropriation of 

h,OOD over two years was a small price for the legislature's 

tic majority to pay in exchange for the opportunity to 

weaken the county's Republican strength and drive a 

the blacks and the Lumbees. 

of the legislation establishing the normal school 

universal acceptance within the Lumbee 
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,., ~~nitY· some considered it 
cO~ a trap rather 

others conceived that than an opportunity, 

had sold out to the 
~iJe the leadership 

rats for personal polit· 
.v~,.oc lcal gain 1 ,- . ' a though the record is 

More compelling is the 
that thls was untrue 

~~' . 
by Dial and Eliades· explanantion 

~n . 
Since neither the b f state n ever e ore assumed an or the federal 

wel~are, .most of the I~d~esponsibility forg~~:~~ment had 
le~ls~at1on establishin lans were wary about the 
m~Jor7t¥ sh~red suspic ·g the Normal School. The 
dlSCr1m1nat1on. It wa~o~~fb~rne of fifty years of 
that the whites would d flcult for them to believe 
advancement. As a res ~tsomething for their 
meeting to implement t~e ' wh~n . W.L. Moore called a 
fe~ attended. Only with irov 1 s7ons of this law, very 
arouse interest in the 9 ~at dlfficulty could Moore 
acquisition and constru~~?Ject and raise funds for land 
he found it necessary to lOntof a building. Even then, 
funds and to devote his con : bute $200 of his own 
school, so that it couldenergle(s full time to the open 19 7 5: 91) • 

school, consisting of one two-story building, opened in 

with fifteen pupils. It f. s 1rst principal and 

r was W.L. Moore, who had himself completed four years of 

l school before moving to Prospect (Ibid.: 91,93). The 

struggled through the early years with inadequate staff, 

, and materials. In 1889 the legislature increased the 

$1000, but this fell far short of the 

W.L. Moore served as teacher-principal, without 

the first three years. The difficulties faced by the 

~~u-rs in raising funds, finding teachers, and recruiting 

the developing school system were compounded by the 

fferences in the community, rivalries among community 

miserly support given by the state. In the face 

~~~···-r problems, a number of tumbee leaders decided 

ess for assistance. 
In December, 1888, 

83 • 7 BN PAGE 37 



a Petition i n wh i ch they ested an appropr ia tion for t h 
t,qu e t r i be' s use . 

State of Nor t h Caroli 
To the Honorable the ga, coun t y of Robeson 

The undersigned yo ongresa of the United states: 
croatan . Indians , ii v i~r l~titioners , a part of t he 
afo r esa1d , the ir reaidg t he County and state 
respectful l y petit i on ~~~~ for a hundred years or more , 
as you may s ee f i t to ext honorable body for such a i d 
appr opriated to be us d f~nd to them, the amount to be 
pu r pose of assisti ng you r or th sole and exclusive 
i n s a id county and stat tpetitloners and other croa t ans 
fit t hem for the du t ies fo educate th ir children and 

Your peti t ione rs wouldo American Citizenship. 
county, of legal school show that there are in said 
hundred and sixty-f ive (~g~ 6 of the Croatan race, eleven 
children. That t he c r ' ? in December , 1887) 
indus trious citizens oatans ln said county and State ara 
agricul tura l pursuit ' engaged for the most part in 
chi ldr en t he benet ' s , and a r e unable to give their 
and would a s a fo lts . of pr oper educational training, 
honorable'body t r esa~ d, most respectfully petition your 

. . o ass1st t hem. 
~o~r ~etl~hloners are a r emnant of Whi t e's lost colony 

a~ Urlng e l ong .years that have passed s ince the 
d1s~ppearance of sa1d colony have been strugg ling 
una1ded and alone t o fi t t hemse lves and their children 
f or t he exalted privileges and dut i es of Ame r i can 
f reemen, and now f o r the fir st time ask you r honorab l e 
body to come to their assistance. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound , etc . 
James Oxendine, Ashbury Oxendine, zackrious Oxendine , 
J.J . Oxendine, Billy Locklear , Malakiah Locklear , 
Preston Locklear, John Bullard , Cr ol ly Locklear, G. W. 
LOcklear, Patrick Locklear , Luther Dees, John A. 
~cklear, Solemon Locklear, Anqu i s h A. Locklear , Silas 
Deas, Olline Oxendine, Isaac Br ayboy , James Lowrie , John 

Lockler, Marcus Dial, Josep Locklea=r , El i ach 
ler, Frank Locklar, w.w. Lockler , J. E. Lovit, Buey 
l er, John Lockler, Marcus Dial, Joseph Locklear , 

Locklear, Frank Locklear , w.w. Loc klear, J .E. 
Suie Locklear, John Locklea r , Joseph Locklear, 
lmon Oxendine, A.J. Lowrie, Gorge Brayboy , Pink 

1 
John E. Oxendine, Wil liam s ampson, Steven 

Bve rt sampson, wues sampson , John sampson , 
t er Quen Godwin, Jordan Oxendine, J ames R. 

~~-- Pe~ter oyall, Willey Jacobs, Murdock Chavo~s. 
itioners above named respect fully .ask tha~ 1f 
able body a dmits a n educational ald that lt ~e 

t d f o r t he t rustees of the no r ma l school tn 8 s o muc h thereof as may be necessary 
to use - school building, and that the 
the nor~al the purpose of training teachers 

lied or who may attend said school oatan race 
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_four members of the tribe . 
tortY s1.gned a Petition in wh ich t hey 

ested an appropriation for t h 
,,qu e t r i be ' a u a e . 

State of North carolina 
TO the Honorable the co' county of Robeson. 

The undersigned yourngr 88 of th Unit d states: 
croatan . Indians, living f~titioners, a part of the 
aforesatd, their residen th County and state 
respectfully petition yo~e ~or a hundred years or more , 
as you may see fit to extr donorable body for such aid 
appropriated to be used fen ~0 them, the amount to be 
purpose of assistin 

0 
or t e sole and exclusive 

in said county and §t~turtpetitioners and other croatans 
fit them for the dutie e fo educate their children and 

Your petitioners w s 0 American Citizenship. 
county, of legal sch~~id s how that there are in sa id 
hundred and sixty-f · age, o~ the Croatan race, e leven 
children. That t lVe (l,l6? ln ?ecember, 1887} 
industrious citihe Croatans ln sald county and State ara 
a ricultural ze~s, engaged for the most par t in 
9. pursu1ts, and are unab le to give their 

ch1ldren the benefits of prope r educational training 
and would, as aforesaid, most respectfully petition ~our 
honorable body to assist them 

Your ~titioners are a remn~nt of White's lost colony 
a~d dur1ng the long . years that have passed s ince the 
d1sappearance of sa1d colony have been struggling 
unaided and alone to fit themselves and their children 
for the exalted privileges and duties of American 
freemen, and now for the first time ask your honor able 
body to come to their assistance. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound, etc. 
Jaaes Oxendine, Ashbury Oxendine, zackrious Oxendine, 
J.J. Oxendine, Billy Locklear, Malakiah Locklear , 
pzeston Locklear, John Bullard, crolly Locklear, G.w. 
LOcklear , Patrick Locklear, Luther Dees, John A. 

, Solemon Locklear, Anquish A. Locklear, Silas 
Olline Oxendine, Isaac Brayboy, James Lowrie, John 

~Q~:Kler, Marcus Dial, Josep Locklea~r, Eliach 
~·~~·J~, Prank Locklar, w.w. Lockler, J.E. Lovit, Buey 

John Lockler, Marcus Dial, Joseph Locklear, 
~·····'' Prank Locklear, w.w. Locklear, J.E. 

LOcklear, John Locklear, Joseph Locklear, 
,n1ran1aine, A.J. Lowrie, Gorge Brayboy , Pink 

1. Oxendine, William Sampson, Steven 
Ja•pson wues sampson, John sampson, 

G~dwin, Jordan Oxendine, James R. 
Dyall, Willey Jacobs, Murdock Chavo~s. 
above named respectfully . ask tha~ 1f 
admits an educational a1d that 1t ~e 
the trustees of the normal school 1n 

10 
aucb thereof as may be necessary 

l-lcbool building, and that the 
the purpose of training teachers 
bo may attend said school 
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( Pet.i t ion 1888) . 

Petitioners included all 
~"• of the norm 1 ~ a school trustee s , with 

exception of W. L. Moore a d 
en• n James Di al, as well as t he names 

0
& .. a nY of those who had sign d th 
~ 1887 P tition to the North 

Olina souse of Repr e s en t a tiv car s. 
The petition was r e f e rr ed to t 

he House Commi ttee on Indian 

f
tairs, which, on Dec ember 29 1888 ,. ' , refer red it to the 
ftArt .. nt of the Interior for it 

~r- a consideration. Commissioner 

t zndian Affairs John H . Oberly i f ' n turn , sent a copy , on 
JanuarY 7 r 1889' t o J. W. Powell of th e Bureau of Ethnology, with 

1 request fo r information (McPherson 1915: 37) . Powell wrote 

~ck four days later, giving a general history of the group and 

referring the commissioner to Hami l ton McMi l lan (Ibid.: 37-38). 

~January 29, Oberly wrote to McMillan reques ting what 

i~or•at ion he could furnish concerning t he tr ibe (Ibid.: 38 ). 

1ore than a year passed before there was any additional 

~rrespondence, by which time Oberly had left and T.J . Mo rgan had 

~~ co .. issioner. Apparently an individual i n the bureau had 

nitten t o W.L. Moore regarding the tribe's request, fo r on July 

2, 1890, Moore addressed an answer to a Mr. T. w. Be 1 t : 

Dear Sir: Answering your letter of 7th ultimo will say 
tbe people in whose behalf we wrote are not the 

~•~•~n Cberokees, but the Croatan Indians. Therefore 
,l'eC.l ve nothing appropriated for the Cherokees . 

for which I am officially interested have as 
bing grown up without so much as the 

-·~·· eaucation, yet the youth who ha~e had (to 
better opportunities fo r educat 1ng . 

tbat the aoral, intel lectua~ , and soc1a l 
are real. can not someth1ng be 

t tbe• in a normal school f or them? I f 
to proceed. 
cbildren between the ages of 6 and 21 
tinual instruction. . 
tbe earliest convenience (Ibld.: 38-39) . 
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ThiS exchange of correspo d n ence prompted commissioner Morgan 
~rite another l etter to McMill 

tO an, dat.ed July 1 4, 1890. 

,.c,.illan repl i ed i mmediately, saying t.h•t h 
n had not received the 

lier let ter and its encloeur .ar a. "Had hey been received I 

~··ld have responded with pleaeur " 
~-~ {tbid,: 39). He then went on 

describe the t r ibe's history and 
tO his role in pro•1iding t.be 

111iatance they had rece i ved from t he etat.e. "If you can aid 

tb,.," he wrote, "in the way desired we would be glad. They are 

t 1tisens of the United States and ent itled to the educational . 
privileges ~njoyed by other citizens, but t hose advantages are 

DOt auch" (Ibid. : 40) • 

On August 11, 1890 Commissioner Morgan sent his decision to 

r.L. JIC)Ore. 

Sir: Referring to your letter of July 2 and off i ce 
response thereto of the 16th, r have rece i ved a 
communication from Hamilton McMillan, of Red Spr ings, 
R.C., setting forth the situation of the croatan Ind i ans 
very fully. It appears from his statement that this 
band is recognized by the State of North carolina, has 
been admitted to citizenship, and the state has 
undertaken the work of their education. 

Wbile I regret exceedingly that the provisions made by 
the State of North Carolina seem t o be entirely 
inadequate, I find it quite impractical to render any 
.. •i•tance at this time. The Government is r esponsible 
for tbe education of something like 36,000 Indian 

r._t~l~~--~ldren and has provision for less than half this 
so long as the immediate wards of the 

~~•n.•nt are so insufficiently provided for, I do not 
I can consistently render any assistance to the 

ua. or any other civilized tribes. 
liged to you for calling my attention to the 
~m~ bave been very much interested i~ the . 

furnished by Mr. McMillan regard1ng th1s 
-••ring tribe (Ibid. : •o). 

solely on economic 

implying that if there were 

services would be provided to tribes 
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eerred to as c~vilized. 
e'e In 189s tr ·b 
~ d the Congre 1 a1 members ·one ss for a again 

titl n appropr iat . pe · t lon n t ma1n enance, and imp ···to aid in the ,,npor ' roveroent 
s~r Of the N 

n Indians in the said C ormal School for 
Ct08 ta ounty of R 

obeson (N 
The matter was referred t CSA January 14, 

1895)· o committee 
ibe's petition the North Carolina · In support of the 

tr . General Assembly passed a 
solution urging 1 ts congressional del . 

~ egatlon to support the 
pet it ion (Ibid. ) . 

CHURCHES 

There is evidence that churches existed in the Lumbee 

~punity as far back as the eighteenth century. According to c. 

nanklin Grill, historian of the North Carolina Conference of the 

United Methodist Church, " [ t ]he earliest Nati ve American church 

in the county [Robeson] was Saddletree Meeting House or Hammonds 

l~ated five miles north of Lumberton on the Stage Road dated in 

1792" (Grill March 27, 1984). But it was not until the 1870s that 

~he churches united to form their own associations, or joined 

ODes already in operation. 

By the 1870s there were at least four other Methodist 

tions located at Union Chapel, see Branch Church, 

or Saddletree, and Pleasant Hill. There were probably 

a marginal note indicates that the 

homes (Circuit Register for the ions met in private 

The united Methodist Church of 
it, 1870-1877). 

although the church was in in 1874, 
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. tence as .early as 1871 
~Js . A. local new 

e . rs be ing stationed spaPer 
ldJ.e near th mentions u 

gO e church . s . 
september 7' 1871) . Add . in t hat Year { ... . 

st'' l t ional ev. d nllmi ngt on 
,,cei ved f r om the Rever end J . Cl l ence comes f rom a l etter 
• aude Chaffin 

g 
.. andfather ' who was a Method i st m· Wr iting about hi s 
• lnister . 

er iod f r om 1865 through l n Robeson c 
tbe P 1884 th ounty . In 

e Reverend d Me t hodi st churches in W.s . Chaffin 
~,ve the Moss Neck 

and Saddle tree' as Well as area - Union, New 
gope' Bopewe 11 

df , Boreb, a d Gran a t he r s eems to h n Asbury. 
churches pr ior t o th ave had a good mi . . 
a two- day meetin ate last months of 18~lstry l n the 
congrega tion Wasgpres~OieWell at Wh i ch a7i Be refe rs to 
t h'e meeting. He refer~ t and a deep, power~~Ie feel · . 
Union ~t which he bapt i ze~ ~~eac~ing t o a l arge cr~~a ~~ 
preach1ng at New Hope and ba t ?h ~ ldr en. He refers to 
of these churches are in thep l Zl ng 31 children . None 
a t pres ent (Chaffin Novembe N2o5r th Carol i na Conference 

r , 1983 ) . 
Dur i ng the f our t h quar t e r of 

the nineteenth century most 

Lumbees we re e ither Me t hodist or Bapt · t 
lS • Method i sm among the 

Lumbee da t es as ear ly as t he Civil war. F or example , during the 

post-Civil War period Pa t r i ck Lowr ie , brother of Henry Berry 

Lowrie, was a Methodist (Evans 1971: 68) . In 1844 t he Met hodi s t 

churches in the north and the sout h spl it ove r the ques tion of 

~avery, and those in the south formed the Methodist Episcopal 

Church, South. Those in the north retained the name Methodist 

Bpiscopal Church . In a letter to Adolph Dial, J. Claude Chaffin, 

"t •!nister and his tor ian of the Methodist Church in Nor th 

' describes the relationship between the split i n the 

f M thodism among the Lumbee. development o e 
h in Robeson county were 

In 1865, the Methodist cburc es isco al church, south. 
iliated with the Methodi~; =~thodlst Episcopal Chur~h 
the years 1868 or 1869 t the southern states, and ln 

sending preachers int~ Robeson in the late 
ion and difficultY n 



186o ' s the churches I h 
hurches of Union Ne ave ment · 

c oreb' and Asbury J m w Hope I Sa~oneo l t he . 
~ethodist . Episcopal ~~u~ave beco~;etree, H~~~~an 
hurches ~n Robeson t Ch, Seve affiliat e~l , 

C ffi 1 ia ted with the N~d~y ' as Yo~ a; United :~t~1 t~ t he 
:ethodist Episcopal Ch~r h h Carolina ~o., I actuau~d~st 
church ' south ' reunited ci and the M Onference "'hen ectahme 

n 1939 ethodist Rp · e 
k [ h · 1scopa1 you r boo T e Only Land I 

chu rches I have mentioned ~noo,] made 
churches a ffi l iated With may have bee~e ao,are that the 
~hich withdrew from that the Methodist among the 
aol i ness Me t hodist Chur chChurch in l900Episcopal Church 
confe rence (Chaffin Novembof the Lumber ;~d became the 

er 25 , 1983) ver Annual 
, 5 qrand f a ther ha d been a c· · 

tt tn l rcuit minister 
~ in Robeson i n 'the Recons truction per iod a 
~tY , nd had served a number of 

5 in t he a r ea occupied by the L 
.. llrcbe umbees l. n 1868 
P and 1869. It 

~ the writ i ngs of his gra ndfather th 
il tro a t Chaffin draws the 
..NiclUSi on about the " t ens i on and difficulty . 
~ ln Robeson," and the 

of the northern ch urch coincidenta l w· th th 
tilt 1 e ascendancy of 
.. ~' cal Republicanism. Under Republ i can 1· fl 
~~ n uence, t he Indian 

Jtbodi sts broke with the solid fr ont of wh ite Methodists i n the 

soath and joined the Northern Conference. Th is move ref l ected 

• • tban the Indian-white polarization dur i ng t he height of t he 

an affirmative, political defiance of 

tional dominance by white, conservative Democrats i n the 

contributed to the insularity of their church 

exhibited by the Lumbees of their white 

ighbors manifested itself in the 1880s when a 

of tbe United Methodist decided that the tiae 

to fora an entirely Indian Methodist 

or~~~~.~.,., ... t Methodists opposed ....... __ 

Lube• 



d·st conference was f 
flO l ormed ,.,t 
tiers Henry H. , Calvin c 

by the Hopewe ll ,,ot · , 
rY Lowrie. Aft 

and p rench R. 
Lowrys - the 

Lowry, all nephews of 
the Ind i an 

'/ se r e r the f s•"' ormation 

O
,terence, the Methodist Episcopal Ch of 

c urch 
expelled Lowry and hi s f ' on September 20, 

lg02' o llo.,e r s 
iaqe and bapt ism by minist , and revoked the right of 

'''' ers Of the new 
y deterred the Lowrys Wh conference . This in 

tJD tla , o continued 

l uence for the next sixty-t to exercise a dominant 

(Dial and Eliadea: 109). 

the following description of the 

itJf wo Yea rs 

Ji' 1 and Eliades have provided 

tact 10nalism of the time: 

The second largest d 
h M th d . enominatio t e e o 1St Church. The Me n .among the Lumbees is 

groups~ the North Carolina C thodlsts are split into two 
Methodlst Church and t he H ~nference of the United 
the Lumbee River Annual c 0 ~ 1ness Methodist Church of 
commonly known as the Lum~n erence. The latter is 
Though the division occurr:e ~ethodist Conference. 
factionalism go back into t~ 1n . l900, the roots of the 
leaders of Lumbee Methodism :tn~~ete7nth century. The 
were Rev. Henry H. Lowry and R v e ~ 1m7 of the split 
Lowry led the segment th t b e · Wlll1am Luther Moore. 

h d . . a roke away from the existing 
Met o 1st organ1zati~n, whereas Moore remained as the 
leader of the 7s~a~l1shed conference. It would be easy 
t~ blame the d1V1s1o~ on personalty differences or 
r1valry for leadersh1p; however, this does not appear to 
be the case. Lowry and Moore remained life-long friends 
until Moore's death in 1931. The reason for the 
formation of the Lumbee Methodist conference was to 
bring self-determination to the Lumbee people, to create 
an organization in which the Lumbees made the decisions 
from top to bottom. At their organizational meeting on 
October 26, 1900, they stated that their purpose was to 
organize a •conference for the Indian descent" (Ibid.: 
1975: 108). 

Preston Cburcb, which follows the teachings of the 

...-· .. ····--etbren, for•ed around 1915. It is unclear what led to 

it .. y bave been a result of a tragedy that 

i ft tbe one to leave tbe United 
a•:~ .. .z••111es caul n':f 

bat• ~ten t~• ttoauct of 



TABLE 1 

cHURCHES 

1899 
LIST OF THE !901, 

OCIATION, 1881 - 1886 
ASS 1881 
church 

surnt swamp 

Magnolia 

dy sranch Ree 

Mt. Pleasant 
j 

sear swamp; 

Deep Branch 

Mt. Olive 

Seven Bridge 

Oak Grove 

Mt. Elam 

Harper's Ferry 

Piney Grove 

Mt. Moriah 

Spring Hill 

Piney Hill 

Antioch 

Cheerful Hope 

Pleasant View 

70 

21 

20 

23 

61 

104 

124 

45 

47 

37 

22 

25 

76 

~ ------------
83 

51 

109 

93 

98 

---
49 

46 

52 

92 

43 

43 

91 

sa 
96 91 

not 1 is ted -------

56 54 

51 56 

68 53 

not listed -------

76 83 

44 dropped 

54 47 

50 51 

41 48 

32 85 

22 not listed 

20 not 1 is ted 

22 40 

12 dropped 

37 

28 

1881-1901 S~amp Baptist Association 



i 0 a 1 di v i s i on 5 . 
aoct.! l.ffi il a r 

1 ..:~ · st conference 5 to t he 
.. oul ome f . one 

et'' l.f t ee that 
~ ermined, the chur h n Years haq 
.A oet. C 9aineo eaq · Split the 
v- ·ooar ieS from a nei h its . l.er. P 
.
55

1 9 bor in l. mPet tom ..,h 'J h 9 co Us f r at can 
dnoteS). T e Plymouth mmunit om 'tlhi te 

tiel Brethr Y (Campi 
·nated in England in 18 en is a Prot st 1985-1987 

o!igJ. 30, ana estant 
t distinctions are a b 'Was lea b sect that 

ctJie elief in t "i J . N n 
criptures, and a beli he strict i . arby. Its 

•be s ef that b nt er ~ Otb ~ Pretatio 
·strieS are unnecessary ~enolll· n of 

401 • Everu lnat i on 
r ~ adult s and regular 
1 hesY ( sar ton 19 67: 9 4_ 95 ) male m 
proP · • ay Preach and 

The saptist organized the ' 
lr associat· 

esentati ves of three churches lon in January 
,ep! -- Burnt , 1881 when 

dY aranch met at Burnt s Swamp, Magnolia, and 
~e wamp Baptist Church 
~nd approved a constitution and a ' chose officer s 
.. name: "The 

t
. t Burnt Swamp 

"l·ssionarY sap lS Association of 
1'1 the Mixed R " ace (BSBA 1881) . 
"'he three churches had a total • membership of lll (Ib'd . 

l • • see 
table 1). Burnt Swamp was the oldest h . ' avlng been formed in 

!871. In November of 1881, the associat1· 0 n held its second 

.eeting and accepted Mt. Pleasant Church as a member (Ibid . ). 

over the course of the next twenty years the association included 

a total of eighteen churches. In 1898 there were fifteen 

active in the association. In 1901 Ashpo1e and Pleasant 

e added, while Mt. Elam and Cheerful Hope were dropped 

• • • they have 

unorthodox in 

table 1). 

departed from the Baptist Rules of faith 

. i 1 until they reformed" lBSBA 
pr1nc p e ·•• 

three themes were 
inception, 

l·gious orthodoxy, 

esed: the need for re l 

the 



1'1e.-s of al.cohol 
':1 .. , and t 

cJBtl he need 
association reserved for ed 

tile the r · uc<ltio 
er churches, and th . l.ght t o n The 

eiJII:> el.r . revie'ti members of 
-

111 lni st the ssarY. Concerning ers, and Pr<ictices of thA 
(Ieee educatio remove "' 

119 in expressing a n the comm · them When 
gttO community lttee report 

Education im . Value: Was equally 
moulding Of thPltes a dra 
of books, and ~ mind . · It'fii~g out, or 
Unless we have ~w . to teduc!lterally ill shaping, or 
pUrJ?OS7s helples~l.s knowledg;heir cont~~~es a knowledge 

Vl.eWlng the sub •. ' We are to s t o practice 
the avocations ofJect of gen all intents a~d 
success. Educat . 1 ~fe we no~7a1 education 
cornfield 1 in t~~n ls needed ~~e that it t~r~~rough a~l 
conducting the aff d<;>mestic busin the bar, in th~ates 'filth 

a'use f Ch a1.rs of ess of th h c . o r ist; and . government . e ousehold , in 
bus1ness avocation of 1~ fact, it is' n ln carrying on the 

All the real infl hfe. eeded in every 
t uence that . crea ures of this world . 1s possessed 

of education. Ther . ' 1s possessed b by the 
reach the zenith o~ ~su no possible chan~e m~~r and wtomen 
· d r greatnes . us o 
1n our . omest ic I unt i 1 we are s t n church matters , nor 
of Bapt1sts 1 need a school ed~cated. we, as a body 
benefit of our children T~:ga~1Zed among us for the 
can be brought from the· 011

1 s 18 the only way our race 
the summit of intelligen~e uted valley of ignorance to 

Education is really nece~sary on th 
1 h e part of the 

c. e:gy • ~ erefore 'lfe cannot insist too strongly on 
M1n1s t er1a l Educat1on, that the man of God may be 
thoroughly furnished to every good word and work - a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, but rightly 
dividing the Word of Life, may not only save themselves 
from the blood of all men , but those that hear them from 
eternal punishment . we have ministers among us who are 
deficient in education. What shall we do for them~ . 
Shall we suffer if we help them? we will not. for 1t 1s 
our duty. Let us help them by concert of actlOI_l,. and by 

so doing we will attakin ~~l o~~~~~~~s m~r:o~~l~~f~~1~~~· 5 
ministry, and the wor Wl 

glory. Respectfully submit~ed, 
J. s. Wil\nns, 
E.A . Bell, 

committee. 
(Ibid.: 7) • 

·ation urged that 
d the assoc1 

above attitu e 
schools and • ••• that 

intain sundaY and ma 



t s take their 
P''en Children 

t each church and en1 · 
8fld tha member l.st them . 

d 
) In 1885 the enlist l.n th · 

( 
.. ,i . . assoc l· . and l.s great ~ at attend wo r k, 

h l.on Punct 
111ember c urches to apProved ua11y" 

~;lie raise fu nd a mot. 
hool among the Croata - s to l.on call' C'' n r d establ· lng upon s n ians l.sh " 

'!'here were other ch · • ·" ( Bs sA 188 · · · a high 
. anges occu . . s : 9 ) . 

untY occupl.ed by the L r rlng t n t co Umbees . he Part 
d h 

, tn ad of Rob 
hools an c urches. Bet dition eson 

gC Ween 189 to t he d 
s established at the . 0 and 19oo t h evelopment of 

t/B lntersect . e town of 
1 ton of Pembroke 
~ilrnington:, Char lotte and two rail li Rutherford nes, the 

n~·l ton 
and the nl son Short Cut" of ' running the Seab east and west, 

ru
nning north and south Th oard Coast L' • e 1 lne Rail Road, 

atter line w 
tO that time the rail stat . a s buil t i n 1892 . 

lOn was located Up 

l Ped as 1 
at Moss N 

deVe o a sma 1 turpent . eck, which had 
lne and t 

of present-day Pembroke. I rading communi ty just east 
n 1895 Pembroke 

b 1982 was incorporated 
l'l om as : l 7 7 ) ' and bY the f o 11 . 

OWlng year had a population of 
fifty (Oxendine 1945: 26). Pembroke quickly became a commercial 
center. 

SUMMARY 

the turn of the century the Lumbees were recognized as an 

t Indian community, by the local populations, the 

and by federal officials. Further, they had 

autonomy over the two principal tribal 

9.':1lf!t.on. and religion. Beyond these concerns, 

he~r- was the universally-held belief 

one xhat neither sought to be 

that 



·dered wh i te nor Wou l d 
~5l accept 

eO .,ere a people 1 inked being 
'fie'/ together by c:ate 

9°tized t though they lived i 
.a al n a numb 

~~~ . er theY mal.ntained a ,,.ps, Close 
5~ a no 

t he early 
·ncidence that many o f 

eOl 

e~ as b l ack. t endect t . les 
Of Settl 

ernents 
cant· 1nua1 

of kinsh· lp , 
separat ed by 

h and cemetery, for 
Jlll,c 

e 't and identl y. 

contact . It i s no Schools 
thes e t hree were built next t o 

Were t he f t he 
Jif' 

fhe Lumbees had learned to 
ocus of Lumbee 

Use th . 
. elr Vot i n 

Cessions from wh1te POlit1. . 9 strength to ga1.·n 
On Clans. ~h 

c " i tes, in t 
1 t it wa.s less dangerous to urn, had learned 
tb& , accornmondate th 

' Al th h e Lumbees than to anger them • ' oug Henry Berry Lowr i e had 
passed from the scene some thirty years before, hi s name 

was enough t 0 cause concer n 
tor example, the Robeson ian, the count y · 

news paper, publ i shed a 
"ote to the effect that Henry Berry L . 
~ owr l e had asked a resident 

Of scotland County to request a pardon fo r h
1
· m 

(Robeson i an 

tebruary 3, 1905: 5). This concern translated int o gr udg i ng 

the Lumbees as a separate Indian people, and 

that they were a cohesive community with leaders 

e of marshalling support for issues and candidates. They 

lso a people capable of direct action when threatened, a 

t lost upon groups like the Red Shirts and the Ku Klux 

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

to 
f · s in the early . Lumbee af alr dom1nate 

Bellamy introduced a 
John D. 

assistanqe for the 



rnd i ans (U.s. Hou ,ean se Of R 
ceo epresent . on January 31 , 1900 attves 0 
l
sff) • ' Bel lamv ecernber 13 

I nd l· a ~ appeared b ' tee on n Affa i r f -~it s Whe re h e ore the House 
~ e desc 

Y of the Croatan Ind · r i bed 
.,i,eor lans . The 
., k following 

same remar s to the full 80 

the or igins and 

day he present ed 
~~ use. Bel lam 

nY origin of the tribe th y recount ed the Lost 
colO ' e t r i be' s hi 

bellUID and Ci vi 1 War per 1 d s tory t hrough t he 
,..ee o , through t he B 

s and the founding of the enry Berry Lowrie 1''' normal school. 
hi t Be praised the 

i be's ac evemen s and charact tr er, and made 
, a Plea for their 
~ucation4l assistance (Bellamy February 2 

, 1900: 1457-1458) . 
~~aspite his efforts there is no 
r record of the bill' s passage. 

sellamy's support for the tribe highlights 
an i mpor t ant f acet 

ol Robeson county race relations at the time. The years 
1898·1900 was a period 

~~~attes towards blacks. 

of intense racial animosity on the part of 

The Democrats, chafing at the cont i nu i ng 

Mld by blacks and Republicans in local politics, returned to 

~ctics designed to terrorize blacks and dissuade them from 

~litical participation. The disenfranchisement of blacks by the 

il of the Grandfather Clause dates from this period. Bellamy 

deal of support from the white supremacists without 

in the least for his support of the Lumbees . As an 

a.ia~ bis acceptance, Bella.y stopped to visit the •White 

ub- of Robeson county wbile on his way to give tbe 

t Noraal school (Robesonian tbe croa an 
Red Sbirts did not direct 

911eral tbe 

••r"'..-.t.AerlPCJ thea distinct fro• tbe 

~b.Uottler 



9anizational abilit 
.:~ or Y t o def 

~~ e nd themselves ·si fieldnotes 1985-19 c,111P 1 87 > • from night r i ders 
( the fall of 

tn 1905 the t . 
rlbe made a 

41 assistance for the. t hi rd effort 
1
,c:tet 1 r School to secure 

ducational rally" was system . On Oct b 
,., "' Called 0 er 19 1905, • at the , 

stated purpose of the rall Normal School at Pates . 
~e y was to secure w ' d 

ional government for [the c · · · a1 from the 
~t roatan) schools 

effort to secure a census f · · · preliminary to 
~e o the Indians 

g
us [Lumberton, N . C.] Septe b of this section" 

(~t m e r 2 2, 19 0 5 •• 3: Robesonian 

S
leptember 22, 1905: 1). Nothing c . arne of this effort. 

~n 1901 the normal school trust ees found another friend among 
tbe whites in the per son of Colonel N A · · McLean . McLean was able 
to increase the normal school's appropr i at1· on to $1,250 a year 

(Robeson ian August 6' 1908) • The trustees expressed their 

appreciation for his efforts in a letter to the editor signed by 

trustee A.N. Locklear (Ibid.). 

With no support coming from the state for the development of 

the trustees of the normal school had to depend upon 

community. Funds were raised through picnics and 

In August, 1907, for example, $800 was subscribed for 

building (Ibid. August s, 1907: 5). In 1909 the 

h t the school be moved from 
a suggestion t a 

(Dial and Eliades 1975: 94). They undertook a 

included subscriptions and a rally •at 

There were to be speakers and music 

1909). 
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·gn r ais·ing sso 
.... JIIpal. o fo .... r l and 

augmented by an and $Go "'s appropr i a ti o for a b . 
JJ'IblY (Bar ton 1984: on Of $ 3ooo Utloing. This 

JSse 54 ) • So from sum 
e a ten acre ltle Of t h the General 

,,,chas Site · e f 
f~ . f tn t he town unds We re used to 
constructlOn 0 the main bUild . Of Pembroke (lb. d 

in9 and completed in t . tng was commenced . t . ) . 
sf' line f or the f tn t he l ate 
..-" 13, 1909; May 24, 1909). all semest er ,.-.s (Robesonian 

~he period from 1900 
.~. to 1909 

was one 
kening in the state. In th of a general educatt' onal 

e t en Year 
white, nine black Per i od the county built 

, and fou r I . 
1 ndtan 

In 900 there wer 1 schools (Barnes 

I ndian ch i ldren 
e , 680 

in the county, with 8G? of school 
enrol l ed and 

per term. By 1910 the number 
attendi ng an average of 

of eligi ble Ind i an 
declined slightly to 1,594, with 936 enrol led. The 

term had increased to 4 .1 months (Ibid . : 74 ) . 

normal school showed comparabl e growth. In 1909 it had a 

enrollment of 166, sixty-six of h w om were tak i ng normal 

s. In addition, fourteen of the Indian school teachers were 

ing the normal school (NCSA May 21, 1909). Clearly, by the 

the decade the normal school had gained broad community 

pe and had stabilized politically by incorporating within 

.of trustees representatives of the diverse interests 

community (see Criteria (b) and (c) for a 

h hool relocated in 
of this point). When t e sc 

bl l
eadershiP of oscar sampson, 

capa e 

an
d the General Assembly. 

communitY 
legislature - croatans -

' tnQ use as a ric a 



tive i mpugning thei 
j ora r lnd i 

,e · <ln i d r 5 peti t1 oned the leg· enqt.., 
111pee lsl<lt .z • Con 

~LI "'he legisla t ure ure for <l sequently , the 
Jlle. .~. a cconun Ch<lnge . 

tJI • Odated the l. n the tribe's 
to "rnd1ans of Robeson tribe b 

aJIIe County" ( N 'i ch<lnging its 
t1 chapter 21 5 ) . The .c. Public 
lgll ' same act ch L<lws , M<lrch 8 

1 t o the " Ind i an Normal <lnged the n<lme f , 
scboo School Of R o the normal 

S 
. .. e daY, in an unrelated act obeson County " o 
- 1 t he leg· · n the 

f th I d · lslature s t ees o e n lan Norma l s authorized the 
trLI chool to d 

eed the the State Boa r d Of Educat ion SChool property 
tO (N . c. PUbl' 
1 pt er 168), wh i ch they did t .., lc Laws, March a, 1911, 
~a · "o Years 1 

ater (Dial and Eliades 1975: 94). '. 

The name selected by the General 
Assembly did not please the 

LLilllbees so, in 191 3, t he y pe titioned for another name . The 

General Assembly responded , over the protests of 
the Easte rn Band 

of Cherokee, by changing their name from the "Indians of Robeson 

county" to the "Cherokee I nd i ans of Robeson county" and t he name 

of the normal school to the " Cher okee I nd i an Norma l School of 

Robeson County" (N.c. Publ i c Laws 1913 Chapter 123 : 215-216 ). 

1'bis name was to remain the school's name for the next t wenty-

t years (Dial and Eliades 1975 : 94) . 

tribe also attempted to get Cong r ess t o adopt a name 

Representati ve Godwin introduced legislation to 

I d ' ans · " it did not pass (U.S. to the "Cherokee n l I 

senator Simmons The following year 

. " school for the Indians 
establ1sh ••• a 

. (U s sena caro11na • · 
te August 16, 1911) . 

iation of $50,000 for 
appropr d i 

congressman Go w n 
maintenance. 



. ed with Sen a tor Sim 
j0,n mons i . n 

to speak to the tr·b 
c'tlle 1 e 

,, 1911: 5). 

The senate bill was 
sent to 

. f conuni t te ... 
quested ln ormation from th ""'' Which 

tl e Depart apparently 
JJ&t information' the Indian ment Of Inter. 

t Offico lor To 
'f;; sent · secure 

supervisor of Indian Schools, to '0 Chanes F. Pierce I 
~obeson the 

studY· Pierce reported his find. County to conduct a 
l ngs to th 

1912 (o.s. Senate April 4, 1912) e Senate on March 2, 

I . " ' and summarized 
article ent1 tled The North c . them i n an 

, arollna Tribe 
1. h d in 1913 D Of Croatan Indians , n ~b lS e · escribing the . 

trlbe he wrote· 
There are but few full bl . 

al ~hough one would readily ~~ds among the Croatans, 
belng at least three- fourth ass. a large majority as 
as good citizens, are quite s. I~dlan: They are classed 
and, to repeat an expression ln u~tnous, law abiding, 
superintendent of schools "A use by the county 
education. ' re crazy on the subject of 

They do ~ot associate with the Negro race , lookin 
up?n them 1n ~bout t he same way as to [sic 1 do the g 
wh1tes of the1r community". 

The Croatans are fine physical specimens; better than 
those of the western tribes. They are increasing in 
number, large families being the rule . one Joseph 
Locklear is the father of twenty-five children, one wife 
being the mother of all. Another woman, Missouri 
Locklear, is thirty years old and th~ moth~r of twelve 
children, there being two sets of tw1ns (Plerce 1913: 
305). 

i reported that there were 1,976 S9hool situation, P erce 

and that the state and county were ran of school age, 

f teachers' salaries and the 
xtmately $5,000 or 

~di~~oo: o :an LUnspecif iecl uount 



•Jork • . There is howev . 
0 1 .. er, ln ~o connect · ,c a summer term of two lon With the regular ,, .. se, months ru 

~~· n as a 
t itute tor the teachers Of th d sort of teachers' 

ills e is t r i c t " ( I b . d 
doubt that the Lumbees 1 ·: 306) • Pierce 

d no Were Indian 
~ ' or for that matter, theY were a tribe. Nor did he 
tbat . . . doubt that federal f 1 assistance d be bene 1c1a . H1s objecti 
~~~1 on Was based purely on policy 'derations. consl 

The matter of securing F d . 
institution has been discu:seral a1d for this 
state , more or less and w~~ bY.the citizens of the 
much benefit, tempor~rily'at ~le lt would no doubt be of 
appears that it would be tak· east, at the same time it 
Indian school policy, lng a step backward in our 

At the present t~me it is the avowed policy of the 
governm~nt to requ1re the states having an Indian 
pop~lat1on t~ assume the burden and respons ibil ity for 
the1r educat1on, so far as possible. North carolina, 
like the state.of New York, has a well organized plan 
for the educat1on of the Indians within her borders, and 
there does not appear to be any justification for any 
interference or aid on the part of the government in 
either case, especially in a prosperous community like 
Robeson County, North Carolina (Ibid.) . 

passed the Senate and was sent to the Bouse of 

tatives for its consideration (Robesonian April 15, 1912: 

the bill had passed the Senate, the Indian leadership 

planning and lobbying efforts. 

t ( Ibid May 23 ' 19121 June 13, suppor • 

forme d to coordinate tbe tribal 



J · J · · Bell ( L 
J Umbe ames A. Lockl rton) 
c.a. Sampson ear (Lumb 
S.A~ Hammond ~~U~berton~tton) 
rrw1n Hammond (:1 ~mont} 
steven Hunt (H a lrmont) 
J.O. Brooks ( amer, s c 
Henderson LowRowland) . . ) 
J.W. McGirt (~y (Maxton) 
C.F. Lowry (Bu~Xton} 
(Ibid. June l3le) , 1912). 

The Bouse committee was not 
· 1 th scheduled 

bill untl e winter of 1913 to hold hea . ' but tlngs on the 

steering commit tee increased its a~ the date approached the 
1 actlvity. 
1913, it qalled for meetings Beginning in January, 

to support the 
JanuarY 27, \ 1913: 1). At the legislation (Ibid. 

February meeting 
attendance formed a cornrni t tee to go those in 

.11 h to Washington to lobby for 
~e bl • T e committee was headed by D.F. Lowry ( b 
3

1 
1913), and consisted of A 8 L 

1 
id. February 

· · ocklear, p reston Locklear, A 
~cklear, James A. Locklear, W.R . L .N. ocklear, and B.F. Loud . A.W. 

accompanied the commit t eee and presented a statement and 

the tribe (U . S. House of Representatives 

ry 14, 1913). 

ter the hearings the house committee decided against 

the chairman feeling that the eligibility of the Lumbees 

the federal Indian boarding schools, such as carlisle, 

ent, and that the expenditure of some $50,000 for a 

Indian school was not warranted l Ibid.). Undaunted, 

IPJljll illtroduced le9islatton in April, 1913, to change 

k e Indians of Robeson coqn~y. 
Cbero e 

~ol qtet\~9 th~ 



bill to prov i de for 
lle an ! nd · 

t l an 
}913 : l) · 

~ tr ibal del egat i on 
consisti 

. ng Of W 
d ~ chaVl S retur ned to c .~ . Lockl 

,, . ongress i ear, W.M . Lowry, 
. r educa tional system (R. n 1914 seeki 

t~el Obesonian ng support for 
1914, t he Sena te Passed R April 30 , 1914: 1) . 

28' eso1ut · On April . . lOn 344 Wh ' ... estigatlon lnto the stat , lch called 
1fl Y us and 

conditions of 
beson and adjoi ning count · 

J{O les ( o s 

for an 
the Indians of 

. . · · Senate A obeson1an Apr 11 30, 1914 : 1) Pril 28, 1914 ; 
J{ • The resolut . 
r h 1on pr 

Locklear, !-· C avi s, and w M ompted w.R. 
• · Lowrie 

, . to cau a mass meeting to discuss t he ' lmplica tions (Robesonian M 
ay 7, 1914: 3) A second 

resolu t i on , l a ter that summer , called · 
for an invest igation of the 

~erokee I ndi a ns of Robeson county, 
perhaps an effort to reflec t 

the name adopted by the sta t e (U.s. 

response, the Ind i an Off i ce s e t s 
Senate June 30, 1914) . In 

n pec ial I ndian Agent O.M. 

McPherson to Robeson County to conduct t he study and to report 
bis findings (Robeson i an J uly 30 , 1914: 1). 

McPherson visited Robeson County in the summer of 1914, 

~eceding his visit with le t ter s designed t o establish contact s 

and gather information. On his arrival McPherson was greeted at 

meeting of the tribe called by Stephen A. Hammond, among 

(Robesonian July 30, 1914 : 5). Dur i ng the visit the 

1 d f t he r l. ght to send their children to eadership presse or 

Thl·s was a particular concern at the 
ral Indian schools. 

dl.d not offer advanced courses and 
normal school 

mb es McPherson reported 
~.,..·aavvlS were not open to LU e • 

attend carlisle, 
Were eligible to Lumbees 

would find the federal 
to and most 



unsuited to their 
. . needs ( Mcph 

wr1t1ng to erson 
Commiss · 1915: 30). 

h . loner 
1s field Sells 

research. 

Hon. Cato Sells 
D.C. Commissioner Of 

, gave the f ollowing 

LUmberton N 
' .c Au I ·' gust 6, 1914 

ndian Affai My .Dear Mr. Sells· rs, Washington, 
rece1pt of your lett 1 have the h 
investi<;1ation of the er Of. August ~nor to acknowled e the 
the Ind1ans of Robe condl tion t ~ b 1914, concerni~g 
carolina. son and adj~in~~ al rig~ts, etc ., ~i 

I beg to say in re 1 9 countles in North 
your letter I had m P Y that prior t 
meeting of the so-c!~~ ~rrangements ~0 t~~t receipt of 
August 11 I and had so :d ~roatan Indians a~n~ t~e 
band . Vlsed the leadi ~m roke, on 

bn Monday A ng I nd1ans of the 
1 ugust 3 1 v. . 

number of Indians livin lSlted the homes of a lar e 
are known as the sampso~ so~thwest of Lumberton in ~hat 
notes of their condition an Hunt settlements. r took 
concerning their his tory a~d.~onfe~red freely with them 
conditions, and as to wh~t r 1 al r1ghts, needs , 
them. Tuesday 

1 
August 4 !Congress cou~d best do for 

b f I d . . , conferred Wlth a large 
n~m ~r d 0 n ~ans 1n Lumberton, along the same lines, 
w o a come 1n by arrangement to meet me for such a 
conferenc7 . Ye~t7rday I spent the entire day at 
Pembroke 1n. a s1m1lar conference with the Indians of the 
Pembroke ne1ghborhood1 and conferred with a very large 
number. I had made arrangements to visit the homes of 
the Indians in the Pembr oke district to-day, but had to 
postpone the trip on account of rainy weather. I shall 
go to-morrow if the weather permits, and shall spend 
Monday in a similar visit to a different part of the 
Indian settlement; and as I have said, I shall attend 
the Indian meeting at Pembroke on Au~ust 11 ~ . . 

I wish to assure you that I am mak1ng my 1nvest1gat1on 
as thorough as possible, and shall put forth my best 
efforts to get at the "bottom facts.~ s 

with kindest regards' I am' very Slncerely your , 
.., o.M. McPherson, 

Special Indian Agent. 
(Ibid.: 245-246). 

d to by McPhereon was called by 
referre 

b aunt Avenet Chavis and 
st~P en "' ' 



eference to schools, the 
lt'itfl r change Of 

. ess which may be nee name 
Llsln essary" (R ana any other 

~ · ce signed Obesonia 
,econd notl ' by A. Chavi n July 30, 1914: 5) " s, was . A 

1) On August 13 PUblished 
(!bid ·: . , the Robesonian on August 6 

effect that some 3, 000 L ran a short article to 
tbe Umbee Ind. 1ans h d 

tin<J on the 11th' and that a attended the 
IDee A.w. Mctean and o M 
addr

essed the gathering (Ib'd ·· McPherson had 
l . August 13 19 

P
ublished on August 20, refer r. ' 14 

> • Another article 
lng to the meet· 

ovides details as to the or . lng on the 11th, 
~ ganlzation of th e tribe . 

Committees Appoint~~M~~T~EE ON INDIANS 
Interests of Indians in Ven7ra1 Committee to Look After 

arlous Parts of County. 
At the mass meeting of I d' 

Tuesday of last week a Gen~r lans he~d at Pembroke 
to have oversight of the wel~l Commlttee was appointed 
Robeson county. The General ~~: ~f the Indians.of 
subcommittees as follows: mlttee has appo1nted 

For the district composed of st Pauls Lumberton 
Raft S~amp, Saddle Tree, Howellsville and Rennert ' 
townsh1ps: A. Ch~vis, E.D. Smith, St. Pauls; Gilbert 
Locklear, J.E. D1al, J.A. Locklear, J.N . Lowrie, Floyd 
Locklear, Lumberton; E.M. Clarke, Rennert. 

Of this sub-committee J . E. Dial is chairman and E.D. 
Smith is secretary . 

Of that part of the county included in Fairmont, 
Alfordsville, Rowland, White House, Thompson and Gaddys 
townships, the following were appointed as members of 
the general committee : E.J. Hunt, Daniel Locklear, 
Rowland. Paul J. Chavis, Fairmont, Alfred Hunt, Hamer, 
S.C.; Stephen Hunt, Rowland; S.B. Bunt, W.M. Locklear, 
Fairmont; Lonnie Oxendine, Rowland· . . 

Of this sub-committee stephen Bunt 1s cha1rman, and 
Daniel Locklear is secretary • . 1 d din Pembroke, Red 

Of that part of the county 1~c ~0~ Alfordsville and 
Springs, Smith•s, ~ack swamplsoa~oke' county, the ' 
Burnt swamp townsh1ps, and a rs of the General 
following were appointe? me~~=es cummings, Pembroke; 
•¥VIIWiittee: wm. M. Lowerl~, wm R Locklear, Pembroke; 

T. Strickland, Red.Sprln~s~ sampson, Lumberton, 
Brewer' Red spr lngs; I ~cklear, Buie. . . 

vis Maxton; D.W. Lwm M Lowrie 1s cha1rman 
abov~ sub-committee • • 

ings is secretarY· 8 elected chairman of 
r of Lumberton, w: cummings secretary 

:cc~mittee, and Jame 



(Robesonian August 
20, 1914· 

Pecial agent's visit g 3
). 

1~e s ener a ted a 
·thin th L great deal of 

Wl e Umbee com . interest and mun1ty, 
W.R. Locklear, and 

as Witness t 
he letters from 

A. Chavis (McPh 
erson 1915: 

Mcpherson submitted his report 0 n September 19, 1914. 
t itself is thirty-one The ,epor Pages long d . 

' an lncludes another 230 
Pa9es of exhibits. Most of the 

report is concerned with a 
~rscussion of the origin of the tr. b . 
T
1 1 e, Wlth McPherson accepting 

the possibility of the tribe descending f n 

rom .. . an amalgamation 
of the Hatteras Indians with gov. White's lost 

colony" (Ibid.: 
l7) . He emphatically rejected the argument put forward by A. w. 

McLean that the tribe was of Cherokee origins, but was willing to 

accept the possibility " ... that there was some degree of 

araalgamation between the Indians residing on the Lumber River and 

the Cheraws, who were their nearest neighbors" (Ibid.: 23). 

Considering that one of the purposes of the study was to 

~ovide information on the educational system of the Lumbees, 

McPherson devoted little space to this subject, less than three 

P.ages in all (Ibid.: 24 _ 26). He finished the report with 

dl· scussion entitled "THEIR NEEDS." more than a page of 
many viewpoints concerning 

that while there were 

1 . there was universal 
to help the individual fami les, 

"·· · some higher institution 
there was a need for 

d that the tumbees were 
Be note 

but doubted that these 
schools, 

His onlY recommendation 



While these Ind· 
people, I believelans are es 
mechanical trade them to b sentially fore~oin~ facts~ as the av:ras capabl:n agricultural 
inst1tut1on that ufigest the c~ge White of learning the 
congress sees fitstould be estara7ter oio~~h . The 
namely, the establ'o make the abltshed fo e educational 
mechanical school 1 ~hment of necessary ar them~ in case 
be taught (Ibid . ,3ln Which daon agricultu~~rloprtation, 

· • 1) mestic sc . and tence sh 11 

•rom the tribe ' s pe a also ' rspective the report been most 
disappointing. J.A. Locklear called 

must have 

another meeting 

1914, presumably 

of the 
General commit tee for November 27, 

tbe efforts to get the legislation 
to discuss 

regarding f d 
the Lumb e eral aid to 

1 
education :for ees and federal approval of th 

· \ N b e name change 
{Robeson1an ovem er 19, 1914: 4 ). It . lS not known when h 

tribal leaders found out the contents of the t e report, but it was 

~t submitted to the senate until January 4, 1915. The efforts 

to establish the school continued well into 

sa1e year (Robeson ian May 20, 1915 ), but in 

took no action. 

SUMMARY 

the spring of the 

the end, Congress 

the Lumbees these efforts had considerable value. First, 

no doubt that the federal officials in congress and the 

Interior recognized the Lumbees as Indians who 

limited number of local tribes, mostly Siouan in 

efforts of the tumbees to improve their 

their name provides important insights into 

LtadershiP derived from local 

l(lJ~~!ft '!~·:ffS an 1ssue of co,J~PPon 



were ~ble to get mass t der:s urn-out s f 
~a or meet · . interest in the face of t ngs , and could 
gllstaln repeated failure. 

that the Lumbees were acti Fourth, it is 
Cl 

.. ,s! ng OUt Of 
~ a sense of common and 

d values that held that they 
• 11•re were diff ~~ erent from other 

lations in the county and state. 
~pu These values included a 

f l·n a common and un1'que ie ancestry, an ~1 overwhelming sense of 

be
longing to a particular kin network, and 

through that belonging 

ip 
a particular settlement, and therefore, being a member of the 

conununitY. For this reason, education provided not just a means 
I 
of improvement, but more importantly, a mechanism for determining 

co111munitY m'embership. Fifth, throughout the period the tumbees 

acted in concert with white politicians who recognized them as 

Indians to achieve the tribe's goals. While Lumbees who went to 

-aces like Lumberton were subjected to virulent racism, within 

tumbee community Lumbee leaders were able to ameliorate some 

s through their political influence. Sixth, while the 

community was able on occasion to act in concert, Lumbee 

with its diverse pulls from family, religion, and 

resulted in a highly decentralized and individualistic 

leadership. This accounts for the lack of a single 

~pokesman; Lumbee politics tolerated a good deal of 

opinion within well defined (although not always 

limits. 

POST-WAR PERIOD 



terms of of f ice f rom 
ttle one Year t 

o two 
Oi nt men t of the town ma h I and provi di ng 

aPP rs a11 by th for the 
Popular e l ection (N c P . e town counc · 1 · r 1 

1 i nstead of '()'/ . l va te Laws 1905 

1917, t he l eg i sla ture took 1 Ch , 49 : 169 ) . In 
a more drast · 

Lumbees. Acting on a p . . lc step aimed directly at 
the et1t1on f 

rom leadin 
e legislature e limina t ed th 9 White residents , 

th e e l ection 
d . of all Pembroke town 

Officers, an provided lnst 
ead , for four 

h commissioner s to be cbosen by t e governor (N.c . P 
riva t e Laws 1917 , 

f Ch . 6 3 : 126-127 ). ••ong the our commiss i oners 
~ appointed was w M L . 
1 • • owr 1e (Pembroke 
Town Min u ~ e s May 1 0 , 1 91 7 ). 

governance 

within the 

The change in th , e system of 
was t he di rect outcome of t he 

Lumbee popula tion growth 
t own l imits , whi ch r esult d . 

e 10 the political cont rol 
of t he town shi f ting fr om whites to I d ' 

n lans . I t i s anothe r 

i ndication of the unique legal and political s tat us of the Lumbee 

During the period of World war I, the tr i be t ook l ittle 

press its objectives in Wash i ngton; however with t he 

's end the leaders renewed their efforts. on March 26, 1913, 

state's Attorney General Thomas Bickett had i ssued an opinion 

the county board of education had authority to overrule an 

school comittee's decision to exclude a child because he 

black ancestry to the fourth degree (Bickett 1915: 

This opinion was in opposition to the finding in the 

-~~--•• illan v. Locklear, and thus presented a potential 

t IDY The state legislature resolved ttibe'a au ono • 

r-~t~t¥9~~· ot tbe tribe bY passi ng legislation that 

)••~~~~,.,~- ..... -w!~n eacl ttaive 



d conce rn ing the ·se action ,aJ. of the 

O

llntY school board had to be r school committe 
C eferred es before 

lll
ittee whose decision c by the board 

the 

~~ OUld be to this 
(N·C· public Laws , 191 appealed t onlY 9 Chapter o the superior court 

l
nh LowerY, James 8. Oxend. 

21
1: 416) . ~a " 1.ne, J. E. The law named 

l 
.. i n Locklear t o the com . Woodell, W.M. ~ v m1ttee. Wilkins, and 

Orn
ey general's opinl.· on It effectively s t att • e aside the 

The tribe continued its struggle 

its autonomy. 
d 

to maintain 
an 

to irnpr . ove lts school system 

In 1921 the state 

~pproved a bi 11 proposed by 
legislature 

L.R. Varser that provided $75 ,000 for 

Cherokee Indian Normal capital imp'rovements at the 

-mbers were troubled by one part of the bill that 

School. Tribal 

expanded the 

power of the State Board of Education to appoint the trustees of 

the normal school. However, within two years the tribe was able 

to get this legislation removed . wh th · en e1.r good friend A. w. 

McLean became governor, he supported and signed legislation 

vesting the power of appointment in the governor (N.C. Public 

taws 1925, Chapter 306). 

By far the most significant issue for the tribe was the 

tion of federal acceptance of their name. Early in 1921, 

wrote the Department of Interior requesting the 

the Cherokee bill (A.B. Locklear March 9, 1921). 

legislative action had been taken, A.B. Locklear 
no 

ar 
effort to get a new bill 

headed a three ye 

the tribe succeeded in getting a bill 

t 
tives that would have 

of Represen a 

I
ndians of Robeson and 

"Cherokee 
and permitted tribal 



pers to attend the federal Ind' 
~eJ11 1an 
FeP'esentatives March 1924). To help 

.51ation, Locklear enlist d 

Schools ( U. s . House of 
With the draf ting of the 

le9l e the assistance 
attorneY named Ell wood P. Morey. of a Washington 

It is not clear ce · why the 
P'ovl·sion con rnlng attendance at I 

ndian 
. ce members of the tribe had 

schools was included 
sln previously been d a mitted. Among 
those who advised the tribe 

on the legislation and lent his 

S
uppor t was Congressman L.R . va 

rser {JWBC April 12 , 1932 , Letter 
L.R. varse r to J . w. Bai l ey) . 

Al though the Secreta ry of t he Inter· 1or recommended passage of 

B.R. 8083 (McNickle 1 9 3 6 : 9} ' Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

charles H. Burke opposed the legislation. 0 n December 23 , 1924, 

senator Simmons wrote to Burke to ask the basis of his 

opposition. Burke made t h ree arguments: the Robeson county 

Indians were self-supporting , they no longer lived in a tribal 

state , and they had never been recognized by the department (JWBC 

~nuary 2, 1925, Memo C. H. Burke to t he Secreta ry of the 

Inter ior ). Burke was s ucces sful in convinc ing the secretary to 

drop his support of the legi slation. 

There matte rs stood until 1932 when a de legat ion from the 

t ribe, along wi t h thei r pro bono a t torney El lwood P. Morey 

With John Col l ier, then Executive secretary of the American 

met 

Ind' ( b'd March 26, 1932, Letter, J. 1an Defense Ass ociation I 1 • 

~--~~ier to J . w. Bailey). collier received a legal br i ef drafted 

'tt d Wl' th his recommendation for 
which he transm1 e 

Indians appears to be that 
th~:!ng which will recognize 

~:tu11•v ~re Indians. Being myself froa 



Georgia, I am abl 
Indians for some :tto apprec iat 
in their own thinkiatus by Whic~ the des i re of th 
negroes ng' clearly <U they w~uld be·, a~s~east 

And as a matter Of stingulshed from 
who came here waa tb fact, my im 
characteristics (Ibidat tbey had ;~eaaion of the group 

. ). rong Indian 
e days afte~ Collier's lett 

fbre er to Bail 
i signed by 60 ey' the senator received 

'petit on 4 tribal members 
asking him to introduce "Cherokee bill" prepared b 

tb' Y Morey. The 
group, calling itself -southeastern Cherokee India 

the ns Of North Carolina," requested 
bat the tribe be designated by that 

~ . name and that Congress 
d'rect that another investigation b 
1 , e conducted to update the 1914 

HcPherson report. The group's officers were B. G. Graham, 

~esident, A.B Locklear, vice president, F.L. Locklear, 

secretary-treasurer' and C • B • Brayboy, cor responding-secretary 

(Ibid. March 29, 1932, Peti tion to Senator Josiah w. Bailey). A 

~ek after receiving the petition Bailey wrote to va rser asking 

wether the petition represented the consensus of the tribe, and 

acknowledging that recognition would be of benefit (Ibid. April 

1932, Letter, J.W. Bailey to L.R. varser). Varser replied: 

I feel that this legislation ought to be acceptable to 
all the Indians in this county . The State has 
recognized them as Cherokees and if the fe?eral 
government will so recognize them, preservl~g, . however, 

their status a~ ci~iz=~~i ~= ~~e~o~~~d:~!~1!tv~~u! 1~0 
respects, I th1nk 1t f 1 that they have the 
them • It will make them ~=te and the Federal 
recognition from both the .sspire a spirit, and ambition, 
Government, and ought to 1~itizens. of course, I know 
to accomplish the best as limitations result to them 
you will see to it that n~hat I saw seems to .e to take 
from this, and tbe draft 
care of this ••• • ested in their status, for I 

I am glad you are inter ld tend to give thea the 
.,.'-_....... tbat anything that wo~ncrease their efforts towards 
•or'nn,ar recognition and t~tion of other qualities of good 

19n and the acquis lue (Ibid. April 12, 1932, 
ip will be of va Bailey, April 12, 1932). 

~p .. ,~,'!..~··,.· • R. var se r to J. w. 
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" nator Bailey drafted a bill that 
se reflected the objectives 

.. tJe petitioners, and, as an added preca ti 
t ~ u on, eent a copy to 

o oc~lear for his approval. Th 
~ 11 e bill deaignated the tribe as 

~· ~ee Indians," to b recogni.z d and enrolle ... aa 
Cllet'0 u SUCh 1 but 
' denied h 
,pecificallY t em any r ighta or i ntereet in the lands and 

of the Eastern Band of Cherok 
,oni•8 . eea or the Weetern Cherokee 

_ (Ibid. Aprll 29, 1932, Letter J w 8 11 triv- ' • • a ey to A .1. 

~klear). Locklear apparently expressed approval because the 

~ill' s.4S95, was introduced on May 9, 1932 (o.s. senate May 9, 
' 

1932) • \ 

The bill was referred to committee and from there to the 

~~rtment of the Interior for comment. Commissioner of Indian 

~fairs C.J. Rhoads gave an unfavorable report citing Jaaes 

~ney' s assessment that the claim of descent froa the lost 

~lony was baseless (JWBC May 24, 1932, Memo, C.J. Rhoads to the 

~cretary of the Interior). Furthermore, he argued that the 

~ited states had not previously recognized the tribe and 

therefore should take no action on designating it aa Cherokee 

Ubid.). Rhoads • s memo which was transmitted to the seaate on 

July 12, 1932, was instrumental in killing tbe ....... 

!he tribe planned a major effort to get 

~reaa the following year. On Januarr 

beld a apecial aeeting to diacuaa It 

Z3, 1933: 5) , and in March tbe pet 

"rltiag cupaign urging senator 
1~11lltion. Typical wa• tbe 

le to our Bill in 



~ euses to gi.ve you our su ,e PPort i n th 
oless you work in our behalf e next General 

~ in regard 
Jl(SC March 7, 1933, Letter 

8 

Election 
of our Bi 11 in Congress11 

( ' N.S. LOCkl 
ilar vein' but this ti ear to J. w. Bailey). In a 

silll me Offering the car 
gtiCk' D. J. Brooks wrote' "I h rot rather than the 

aven't voted 1 
support you if you represent [the) ately but I will 

bill we 
pbid· March 6, 1933, Letter are Cherokee Indians• 

' D.J. Brooks to J .w. Bailey). In 
, 11 , sailey received in excess of 

100 lette 
for t

he legislation a d rs urging his support 
n Promising , to support him in the next 

election. ; 

one of· 'the letters was from J oseph .Brooks, writing as 
spokesman for Chief B. G. Graham: 

We have received quite 
assuring us that you willa f7w letter[s) from you 
4595 . May I assure 

0 
relntroduce Senate Bill No. s 

Roberson [sic] co a~du t~a~ ~he Indian People of 
fact, and we will ·remem~~i0~~1 ~9 ~~u~ties appreciate the 

Now Mr. Bailey, I Have not g~~ ali th f 
that I wish to present to the Committee~ act[s) yet 

Bow ever I expect to have all the information in the 
very Near future. Then I expect to come to washington 
with the Same. 
M~y I ask you to wait until then to introduce the Bill 

(Ibld. March 13, 1933 J. Brooks to J .W. Bailey). 

On May l, 1933, Representative Clark and Senator Bailey 

introduced companion bills on behalf of the tribe. However, the 

bills contained one significant difference from the version 

reviewed by the tribe. Instead of recognizing them as Cherokee, 

tbe bill identified the tribe as the "Cheraw Indians" (U.S. Bouse 

Of Representatives, May 1, 1933; o.s. senate, 1933). The name 

Cbange was the result of a report written by the anthropolocaist 

swanton, entitled •probable IdentitY of tbe •croatan' 

'' 



M~ first encounter with 
the office of Mr. Mooney aafRobeson County Indian was in 
Be called me in on this occ ew Years before his death. 
swarthy individual standin asion, pointed to a tall 
not clearly recognize the f ~ear and asked ae if I did 

Recently my interest was n ian features. 
sent to me by the commissi reawakened by a delegation 
answer certain questions roner of Indian Affairs to 
which he thought I aight hegar~ing their history about 
quest fell in line with so:ve nformation. As their 
been engaged upon, I spent e ~esearches I had already 
matter. This inforaation a 

1
ew days looking into the 

certain quarters I am cose~~ ~g to be of interest in 
paper. ' am t ng the aain facta to 

When whites aade their appearance on the southeastern 
coast of the present United States, the piedaont region 
of vi:ginia and North Carolina and aost of that of south 
carol1na, ~as occupied by tribes belonging to the great 
,siouan fam1ly, a great linguistic group named after the 
wel-known [~ic] Sioux or Dakota Indians. In fact, the 
~ly except1ons were in the southernmost parts of south 
carolina where Muskhogean tribes had intruded and a 
narrow strip of country along the fall line, between the 
Nottaway and Neuse Rivers where lived three Iroquoian 
tribes, the Nottaway, Meherrin, and Tuscarora. TWo 
small tribes on the lower course of Neuse River, the 
Neusick and Corsa, were also perhaps of Iroquoian 
lineage, and between Cape Fear River and Winyaw Bay the 
Siouans had pushed as far as the coast. The rest of the 
tide water country of North Carolina and Virginia was 
occupied by Algonquian peoples. In the mountains to the 
west were the powerful Cherokee, related somewhat 
remotely to the Iroquois. 

•The Siouan Tribes of the East• were the subject of a 
special bulletin by Mr. Mooney which is the standard 
work on the subject. one point, however, is not brought 
out clearly in his treatment, and that is the linguistic 
differences which existed between the Siouan tribes of 
Virginia and those of the carolinas. The tongue or 

as shown by tbe fragaentary 
tongues of the for•er, to us was rather closely 
evidence which bas come down nd other well-known Siouan 
related to Dakota, Bidats~, •This group co•prised the 
languages to the nortbw~s ·utelo and occaneecbi. Tbe 
Manboac, Monacan, sa~n1 'v!r se~• to have been closely 
tribes to tbe south, ow:a ~nd catawba is the aoat 
connected with tbe cataw , ea 
aberrant of all Siouan ~agng~:ga i;~gtbY dilcu11ion of 

fbia evidence [referr n spanish contact) sbowa, 
tbe aove•ent of tribeS af~!; part of tbe lltb century a 
tbe~fore, tbat in tb~ ::.11 siouan tribe• coDverged 

aa8btr o~ • livid foe a conataerable 
.~u11o.,r-. wber Cberav, 

..aaotur, tbe 
-.,~1:.'-of.WM~~!I' ~-



Smi~r.sonta.r. 
Indian t/18.11 , ",.,1, · '~-
BY G. ll 'n 

· y·oa ~an" 
' 



and Sissiphaw clos 
accompanied them ely related trib 
village of their· The leyauwee hes, may have 
is made of an own on the Ped~e owever, occupied a 

On the othe~ ::~~ei~ent reaoval :~v~~ ~nd no mention 
of the Indians who ere are indicatio: r part. 
returned. In th had gone to the c a that certain 

i 
e course of hi atawba subsequently 

men~ oned Mr. McPherson s investigation above 
Indlan named Wash Lowrie interviewed an old •croatan• 
old man informed him thatc:aimed to be alaost 80. The 
then 100 years old, and Da he was told by Aaron Revels, 
73 years old, and Joe Ch niel Lowrie, his father, then 
in Robeson County came favia, age 80, that these Indians 
after remaining in Robea~oa Roanoke in Virginia. That 
went to the mountains wit: ~~unty for soae tiae they 
number returned on accou e other Cherokees, but a 
Robeson county, where th:; ~fdle~ving their relatives in 
tribes and probably with a • xed vith the other 
statement has been misundsev~ra~ of the whites.• This 
oasession that th ers oo on account of an 
~ . e Robeson County Indians were Cherokee 

and confus1on between Roanoke River and the City of 
R?anoke . When we understand the facts regarding Cheraw 
h1stor~, thes~ statements begin to have meaning and the 
story lS con~1stent. Previous to 1700 they bad settled 
?n ~he Dan R1ver near the southern line of Virginia, and 
1t 1s to be remembered that the Dan and staunton unite 
to form the Roanoke . They moved south about 1710 on 
account of Iroquois attacks and established themselves 
on the upper Pedee near the present settlements of the 
•croatans", some Occaneechi, Saponi and Tutelo who had 
been living near the junction of the two rivers perhaps 
accompanying them. Later we know that some Cheraw moved 
to the Catawba country and this accounts for tbe 
tradition that •they went to the mountain with the other 
Cherokee.• The return of part of thea at a later date 
is not recorded in any history of the section known to 
me but it is highly probable •••• 

The claim that these Indiana were Cherokee is based 
partly on the assumption that they were descended from 
Cherokee auxillaries who bad accompanied Colonel 
Barnwell in his campaign against the Tuscarora in 
1711-12. Rivers, the south carolina historian, does, 
indeed, say that there was a body of Cherokee as well as 
a body of creeks with Barnwell, but be is wrong, because 
Barnwell hiaself, in a letter dated February 4, 1712, 
gives a detailed statement of all the Indian tribes 
iepresented in his aray, and this includes a very 

e resentation fro• all of the Siouan tribes in 
Pbesides contingents froa the Muskbogean, 

' and cusabo and fro• •a09 LOgeea• 
were plainlY witbdrawn at the end 
e 



t housand ( i l leg i b 
bu t 180 of these l e ) the takin 
no evidence that ~~!urned to S~u~f Port No-ho-ru-co al 

Confusion of the 180 re~a ine h Ca rolina and t her ~ 
probably due in pa se Indiana Wi t~ Permanently e 

1 5 

been their nearestr t t o the fact t~he Cheroke~ vas 
period and in part ~eighbors of conat the Cherokee have 
the names Cheraw andecause of the ,sequence for a long 

Evidence that thea Cherokee. eaemblance between 
croatan is still 1 e people were 
i sland and an Al 0~sa Valid . croa~~~nected with the 
Hatteras, to whi~h £~ian Indian t ovn j::~ the naae of an 
are supposed to h e survivors of th north of 
the site of the c~r~ gone since, when ~~~leigh colony 
found no trace of itn!

1
°n Roanoke Island 1~ ~;;~ai~ed 

upon a tree. But, ass~~~t the name •croatan• c~rv:d 
remove to Croatan there 1 g that the colonists did 
suppose that either the s not a bit of reason to 
went farther inland. Y or the Croatan Indians ever 
~he evidence available th 

!ndians of Robeson County w~s ~eems to indi cate that the 
and Cherokee are descended m~ · ~ve been called Croatan 
tribes of which the most pro ~n Y from certain Siouan 
Keyauwee, but they probably ~ n~n~ were the Cheraw and 
the Eno, and Shakori and ve~nycl~kedl as well remnants of 
coastal gr , e Y some of the . oup~ such as the Waccamaw and cape Pear. It 
is not 1mposs1ble that a few families or small groups of 
Algoquian or Iroquoian may have cast their lot with this 
body of people, but contributions from such sources must 
have been relatively insignificant . Although there is 
some reason to think that the Keyauwee tribe actually 
contributed more blood to the Robeson County Indians 
than any other, their naae is not widely known, whereas 
that of the Cheraw has been familiar to historians, 
geographers, and anthropologists in one fora or another 
since the time of De Soto and has a fira position in the 
cartography of the region. The Cheraw, too, seea to 
have taken a leading part in [illegible] the colonists 
during and immediately after the Yamasee uprising. 
Therefore, if the naae of any tribe is to used in 
connection with this bOdy of six or eight thousand 
people that of tbe Cberav vould, in ay opinion, be aoat 
approp~iate (o.s. senate January 24, 1934: 3-6). 

~'•• tbe ••inent position beld by swanton as a scholar and 

-3Lollliat oa aoutbeaatern Indiana, it ia no wonder tbat tbe 

••• ·, to reflect bia r~nc1a,loa. ~ o-~ed tbe bill 
aUmP~iOt~~D.l~~~~ 



okS traveled to Washi 
gro ngton on 

cure some additional behalf Of "the 
se research mate . Cheraw Tribe," to 

bavis wrote the senate c r lals. A 
C ommi t te PParently James 
,ookS to represent the t e questioning 

8 ribe . A.A . the authority of 
itt Grorud tbe comm ee, wrote back , a staff member 

saying that for 
that he was to be in Washin t Brooks had informed him 

9 on to continue 
cheraw. Be issued a not too research on the 

Veiled warni 
abide by the will of the 

cannot see much hope for 
I 

j 
. ng that Chavis should 

ma or1ty " 
' • • . if you do not do this I 

your future welfare . " 
Be went on to 

say: 

·Mr. Brooks also tells 
council decided that m~ ihat a majority vote of your 
~end to Washington. ~~e h7 egate would be sufficient to 
JUdgement wisely. So lo~ lS the council acted in my 
represents the council hg ~s one delegate honestly 
number of delegates r't e lS as effect i ve as a large 
by the majority. Ho~everru~~ th~t the council will stand 
to Washington is found n~t lt a elegate who may be sent 
council he should be repudia~e~e1~::~n~uihe will of the 
Letter' A.A. Grorud to J. Chavis). Y 28, 1933, 

It is not clear what counc1'l G d roru was referring to; it may have 

~en the Siouan Lodge. 

The Senate Committee on Indian Affairs held hearings in 

January the following year, and Joe Brooks and B.G. Graham 

appeared with senator Bailey in support of the bill (Charlotte 

~server Pebruary 4, 1934). secretary of the Interior Harold L. 

recommended that tbe bill be amended to provide for the 

ion of tbe "Siouan Indians of Lumber River,• and further 

f d 1 wardshiP for the tribe by adding a 
against a e era 

•tbat notbing contained herein shall be 

rederal wardshiP or any other 
tndianf' 



rY 24, 1~34). Ickes went 
Janoa on to warn 

should the bill as it that 
estimated that the now reads b 
reasury, to provideeventual char: enacted, it is 
2,000 children of sc~chool facillti:;ain~t the Pederal 
the first year, and a~ol age, would apan educate some 
(Ibid.). out $Soo,ooo Proximate $70o,ooo 

annually thereafter 
senate Committee accepted the 

1he changes proposed by 
recoJillllended that the bill be passed (Ibid. ). 

Ickes and 

The Lumbee tribe split sh 1 arp Y over the -siouan- bill. The 
Mverend o.F. Lowry and Clifton Oxendine, 

who had worked since at 
11east 1909 to secure rec09nition of the t ib 
1 . r e as Cherokee, in the 
face of f~~rce opposition from the Eastern '\ Band of Cherokee, were 

taken by surprise when their Cherokee bill of 1932 surfaced first 

as the "Cheraw" bill, and then as the "Siouan" bill. They 

iuediately set about the task of defeating the bill. 

Clifton Oxendine wrote Senator Bailey shortly after the 

Senate report became available and told him, "The majority of the 

Indians of Robeson county are absolutely opposed to the passing 

of such a bill by congress" (JWBC, February 1, 1934, Letter, c. 

~endine to J.W. Bailey). Oxendine challenged the leadership 

status of Brooks and Graham, claiming they "are not leaders of 

1\1• h t be 11· eves that the 
v .. r race" but are "of that class t a 

g d) Oxendine reviewed the 
overnaent owes us something" < Ibi • 
~ as set forth by McMillan, and 

tory of the origin of the tribe 
lllp McLean and special Indian Agent 

Ported by former Governor A.W. 
on senator Bailey to "··· use your 

Oxendine called tbat this bill 
d understand 

others to see an 

Wbole but onlY by a 
race as a 

us" (Ibid.)· 

few wbo do not 



r others joined in VOicin . 
9 the1r opp Ositio 

·11, a prominent white P 1 n, among them T.A . 
~c~el o 1 tic ian f 

t i ro~ Lumberton. 
t a cable o Ba ley advisi Pirst he 

sen ng hill that th " 
dian leaders" were opposed e Robeson county 

rn to the bill and that 
coming to see him (JWBC a delegation 

~s , February 11, 193~, 
i 

~ Letter, A.W • 
.,c~eill to J. W. Ba ley). Be f ~ ~ ollowed this with a lengthy letter 
that explained the strong opposit . 

lon manifested by the Luabee 
leader sip, one that provides cons . d 1 erable insight into the 
tribe's politics and values. McNeill wrote: 

; A delegation of about th' 
tiQ.em came down to see me F~~~y of. the leading ones of 
requested me to advise 1 ay n1ght, and they 
the Indian race in the ~ou that all of the leaders of 
the bill referred to ando~nt¥ are very much opposed to 
effort to kill the same. eslre that you use every 

These leaders, and others among them now dead have 
for for~y years labored faithfully to get some ~tatus 
for th~1r peopl~, and have succeeded in having the state 
recogn1ze them 1n a creditable manner as a race. The 
state has given them separate schools, separate quarters 
in penal institutions and in corrective schools 
belonging to the state, etc. 

They have had considerable trouble keeping the mulatto 
people from adjoining counties, and particularly from 
South Carolina, from moving into Robeson county and 
entering their schools under false claim of Indian 
blood. That have had many law suits about this, and it 
is now generally understood that none but Robeson county 
Indians, or Indians of that descent can enter these 
schools, and they have not had much trouble for the last 
three or four years. 

The feel and I think rightly so, that this 
conne~tion ~ith this supposed tribe of Indians (Cheraw) 
'll 

1 
the flood gates to south carolina and 

wd1 . a~a nope~. s and their schools will be crowded 
a JOinlng coun 1e ' ut u on the state, and 
?ut and great expense b~ll res~lt. They told ae that 
1nnumerable law suits ~ a delegation of three or four to 
they were going to sen This delegation was to be 
Washington to see youho were in conference with ae 
selected fro• those w se ou that you aay rely upon 
Priday night, and I adv!bour the situation, for they are 
Anything tbeY tell you ers of their race, and are 

.. ong the real leadi unhesitatingly advise that you 
and upright. kill tbis bill. It seeas 

r suggestion
1

•eptoon the job, and did not know 
;~"'~!.._~.- e j)een as • 



of the petitions 
support of this ~irculated a 
that most of tho c ange of nam:ong their people in 
the unin for med p~e Who signed f and they stated to me 
proportion, as thrtion of theirrom Robeson County are of 
thousand of thea ~re are from eir~ce, and only a aaall 

I suggest that n this county g teen to twenty 
this matter. 1 tYou confer With 
those Indians wboh~nk he is avareco~gressaan Clark on 
building up thei ave been for Y 0 the facta that 
among them ar r race, and who ears engaged in 
1934, Lett~r : ~ppoaed to this :~~1 the educated ones 

' ·" · McNeill to J (Ibid. Pebruary 12, .w. Bailey). 
The letter is interesting 

in that it attributes the 
oppasition to the Siouan naae to the 

probleaa that the tribe vas 
~tavinq, and had been having, keepin . 
1 , 9 the Smllings, a saall group 
that bad 1110ved to North carolina f \\ rom South carolina, and others 

out of its school system. It also demonstrates the polarity that 

had developed within the tribe. The first group used its 

contacts with the local political leaders to bring pressure to 

bear on the congressmen. Although the numbers may well have been 

inflated, there is no doubt that the tribal leaders• ability to 

control a large bloc of votes made local white politicians 

nnsitive to the tribe's interests. 

Added to those in opposition was another proainent lawyer 

fro• Lumberton, B.J. Britt, who wrote to Bailey urging the bill 

~ killed. Be, too, had been visited by a delegation of Luabeea 

tbt day after McNeill (Ibid. February 12, 1934, Letter, I.J. 

lritt to J.w. Bailey). Bailey also received a letter froa D.P. 

~ry inforaing the senator tbat tbe Luabeel vbo aupported tbe 

1ioaa1 bill were al•led by tbe oppo•itioD aDd urging tbe cJefeat ., 



respective pos itions (Ib ' d 
t
o.elr l . Feb ,, ruary 1 4 , 1 y tO D.F . Lowry; Robeso . 93 4, Letter , J. W. 

9~ll e . d . nlan February 15 , 1934: 1) . In the 
of thlS 1ssension Bail 

!~ce , ey indicated that he would wi t hdraw upport for S.1632 (JWsc F b 
niS s , e ruary 12 19 

,. M N · ' 34, Letter, J.W. 
· leY to T .~ . c ell1; Ibid. F b 

~~ e ruary 14 1934 
J B . , , Letter , J .W. 

l eY to E. • rltt; Ibid. Feb 
~~ ruary 14 , 1934, Let t er J.W . Bailey 

" t. Lowry). The cont roversy . 
tO • contlnued through March, and 

letters from both sides were 
-ce sent to Washington. In late 

ch, delegat ions from the Brooks-G h 
~c ra am Siouan group and the 

ery-oxendine Cherokee group met t 
~~ · ogether with the Senate 

·ttee on Indian Affairs for coJml several days to iron out t heir 

dl·tterences. A.A. Grorud of the comm · tt l ee staff reported on the 

tenor of the mee tings to J ames E • Chavis, secretary of the Siouan 

Lodge, the organization formed by Brooks and Graham. 

The delegates representing the Indians of Robeson 
county, North Carolina, have been here for at least two 
or three days endeavoring to come to some agreement with 
reference to the spending legislation with which it is 
sou~ht to e~t~bli~h a name and designation of the 
Ind1ans res1d1ng 1n Robeson and adjoining counties. I 
had the pleasure of meeting all the delegates and 
members of the tribe while here, also sat in the 
informal hearing which was held with both Congressman 
Clark and Governor McLean present. The delegation and 
people who favor the name "Siouan" claim that at least 
90 per cent of the Indian population of Robeson and 
adjoining counties favor the Senate bill. At no tiae 
have I heard anyone challenge such stateaent, therefore 
it is assumed such a statement is correct. Messers 
Brooks and Graham believe that in as •uch as such a 
large aajority favor such provisions as are in the 
Senate bill that they are duty bound to stand for the 
senate bill and feel tbat they abould not yield to tbe 

ainority. ... t " 1 t'"' Pe 11 I bave no interest otber t ... D 0 .... p ue 
Indt!::n:utylt 18888 to ae tbat tbe •siouaa• na.e la tbe 
--~·-r naM in •• auc:b u tbe 

•~•·DaaartMnt have foud ••cb n.., 



minority, seemed t 
Basing my opinio~ me, WOUld not . 

smithsonian Instit on the report Yleld, 
designation is tha~te, I WOUld s of Dr. Swanton of the 
March 28, 1934 Lett set forth ina~hthat the proper 

' er A.A. Grorud ~ Senate bill ( Ibid. 
~he struggle returned t 0 J. Chavis). 
~ o Robeson 

11 . d th County as supporters and ents ra le eir forces . 
oPPon The o 

d a meeting on April 14 at 
PPonents led by D.F. Lowry 

~el ' Pembroke (t> 
~obesonian April 12, 

1934: 1; Robesonian April 1 6 , 1934 : S). 
Supporters countered 

.. 
1
·th a meeting on April 16, at 

~ St. Annab Church just north of 
~mbroke. The speaker at th is m t· 
r ee lng was R.T. Bonnin, a Sioux 

!Indian an4 president of the National c 
ouncil of Indians, who 

urged the L'umbees to press the fight for the 
legislation. The 

group voted to join t he council (Ibid . April 
23, 1934: 1,8). 

on May 23, 1934, the House c · omm1ttee on Indian Affairs 

reported fa vorably on the bill (U.S. House f o Representatives May 

23 1 1934)' but the action was meani ngless; Senator Bailey had 

vithdrawn his support and the bill died in the senate. 

THE WHEELER-HOWARD ACT 

The defeat of the "Siouan" bill did not bring to an end the 

~forts by Brooks and his followers to gain recognition. On June 

18, 1934, Congress passed the Wheeler-Howard Act, also known as 

tbe Indian Reorganization Act, which permitted tribes to 

reorganize under a federally granted charter· 

initially opposed the legislation 



to J. Collier). 
ooi<S 

~' Collier 
. stant 

~ssl 
solicitor Felix Coh , in tllrn, sent 

en request. a memorandum to 
an op· 00ded: 

,esP 
Your memorand 

. th Urn Of 
Wl regard to th .Februar 

tng 
lnion. Cohen 

whether this ro e S1ouan 1 Y .18 raises 
Act to receiv~ a up can or a n~tans of No the question, 

Clearly I this constitufi~lze Under t~th Carolina, 
now ~nder Feder air~up. is not\ a~d charte~. Wheeler-Howard 
Sect 10n 19 of the JUrlsdiction" re~ognizea Ind. . 
members of th · Wheeler-a ' Wlthin th 

1 
lan tr1be 

( f ls group . oward Act . e anguage of 
as o June 1, 1934) resldents of a~ Ne~ther are the 

many other Eastern . These India Indtan reservation 
benefits of the Wh gfoups, can Par~~ ' 

1 
therefore, like 

i nd ividual members ee er-Boward Act 0~1 Pa~e in the 
blood. Such member may be of one-half ~ ln so far as 
education benefits ~ ~ay not Only parti~. mo~e ~ndian 
Wheeler-Howard Act a nde~ section 11 of t~~a e ln the 
f r th I d · n ln the I d · o e n 1.an Service 1 n lan preference right 
of the Wheeler-Howard A~~p. ~Yment granted by section ~2 Int~r ior sees fit to estab~. the Secretary ~f the 
Ind1ans a reservation s lsh for these ellgible 
established e ither th~ou uch a rese:vation might be 
by the Secretary of the f~t th~ outnght purchase of land 
Wheeler-Howard Act b enor'. und~r section 5 of the 

. , or Y the rel1nqu1shment to the 
Un1 ted States of land purchased by the Indians 
themselves 1 under the same section of the Wheeler­
Howard Act, or by a combination of these two methods of 
acqu isition. A reservation having been established , 
those residi ng the reon will be entitled to adopt a 
constitution and bylaws and to receive a charter of 
incorporation. Onder section 19 of the Wheeler-Howard 
Act the "Indians residing on one reservation" may be 
recognized as a "tribe" for the purposes of the 
Wheeler-Howard Act regardless of the ir previous status. 

In order to attain these benefits some such plan as 
the following would, I think, be necessary: A group of 

. d ' 5 of one-half blood or more, 
landless S1ouan In 1an . 1 for their agricultural 
recommended by the Siouan coun~~ed b the commissioner 
ability and industry, and app~ase a ;uitable tract of 
of Indian Affairs, w?uld pur~he Uni ted states to be held 
land and surrender t1tle to land would, of course, 
in trust for the group. The eeded for such purchase 
become tax-exempt. T~e mon~Yt~rough the.generosity of 
might be contributed 1 n par Tribe and 1n part by the 

f the Siouan ject The 
several members o b efit from the pro dopt a 
Indians who are to en roject would th~:i:e a charter . 
Indians chosen for thea~d bylaws and ;;iouan Indian 
eqitable constituti~:signated as th!d participate, along 

group might be River." It w~~nefits of the Tribal 
~011mun ty of Lumber ps in the 

Indian grou ' 



credi t Fund, establ ' 
Wheeler - Howard Act l Shed Under sec . 
tun~ could be used.to In . the case o~lon 10 of the 
agr1cultura1 machine f1nance t he these Indians t he 
Furthermore, coopera~l and t he imp~u rchase of seed and 
a cooperat i ve store ve ma r ke ti n ovement of t he l and . 
might be fi nanced by and POsa iblyg~ t he establishment of 
activities would mak means of such c~o~le rative dairy , 
educational, to the : ~~e Project uae~ults. Such 

such a proje ct b n re Siouan Tr i b ' as well as 
t 11 t ' egun i n a f i e . na ura ~ end to expand in a rly smal l scal e , would 

cooperatlve endeavors u d membersh i p and area i f t h 
successful. Provision fn er taken should prove e 
and the acquisition of ~r t he adoption of new members 
in the constitution of t~rther lands should be included 

In general, I think th ~ group. 
sketched, resting entir ~ some such plan as that above 
requiring no initial 

0 
e Y on a volun t ar y basis and 

prove suitable for man~tl~~ by the Un ited Stat es , would 
!ndians, and possible fo~ er nonreserv~tion groups of 
are "reservation" · some reserva t 1on groups that 

1n name only (Cohen Apr il 8, 1935). 

~n's memorandum went well beyond the ques tion asked by Brooks: 

t outlined an ambitious social and economi c pl an fo r the tribe 

other tribes. 

receipt of Cohen's memorandum, Brooks i mmed i at ely 

a proposal that mirrored the recommendations. Be 

tribe acquire unimproved land, transfer it to 

to be held in trust for the tribe, borrow money 

Public works Administration or the Tr i bal Credit 

the land, and place on this land Siouan members 

Indian blood (JWBC April 11, 1935, Letter , J . 

of a growing land- loss among the Lumbee i n 

~ • bat land we st i ll have is nearly obaervew, w 
leaves the Indiana only one choice to 

or 1/3 crop ayat••'" (Ibid.). He 

the tribe waa prepared to purchase 

land, but that the tribe would 



ire additional funds t 
,equ o improve the l d 

d · v1' dual fam1·1 an to make it su1· table r in l Y farms ( Ib · ~ ld.). The d 
110wed led eventually to th iscussions that 

to e establishment 
11' ooo acre resettlement Project for 

organize as a tribe under the 

After meeting with Brooks 

about 15 families leasing 

and a Prolonged attempt to 
Wheeler-Howard A ct. 

6ent Indian Agent Fred 

tor land teset t ·lement. 
\ 

on a number of occasions, Cc•llier 

Baker to Robeson County to work out a plan 

Baker was in the county from June 16 

through June 2 7, 19 3 5 (Robeson ian July 4, 19 35: 
1 

J, discussing 

the plans with a wide range of individuals from the tribe (Brooks 

June 16-271 19 35) • He met with 700 Lumbees from the Indian 

districts of Hollywood 1 Sycamore Hi 11
1 

and White Bill at t.he 

White Hill Church on June 17. The next day he met 

1,000 Indians at Piney Grove School in Saddletree. Later 

~y he met with another 1,500 at Barker Ten Mile School. 

~ird day was spent visiting three tracts of land that mi 

~rchased; on one the Lumbees had constructed a cabin to 

4eJDonstrate the low cost derived from Indian labor. Thurs 

with 800 Lumbees from Robeson, 

Counties at Cherokee Chapel Church. In 

Another large group at Mt. Airy Church & 

the 

same 

be 



""" 
on sunday Baker Visited 

resettlement . 
in Elizabethtown . ProJects for whi t es and 

.. 1ackS ' 1n ne · h · 
v lg boring Bladen 

he looked Ov County and on 
.,00daY' er more 1 
~" and as Possible 

evening he met Wl'th purchase sites. 
'l'uesdaY about 2 ,ooo Indians at 

h He ended his v1· Sl' t Mt. Airy 
Cburc · with d a iscussion 

f 1 . With R.D. Caldwell, tor o Re 1ef. At th pirec ese meetings 
the Lumbees expressed 

their support for the project, Which 
Offered them a chance to 

escape the share-cropping and c d. 
re 1t system. 

saker filed his report on J 1 u Y 9 ' 1935, describing his 
i 
attendanc~ at seven community meetings where he met with 
approxima te'1y 

numbers given 

4,000 Indians (Baker 1935: 

in the log kept by Brooks, 

1) . Based 

it appears 

with over 8,000 Lumbees (Ibid.). Baker reported: 

on the 

that he met 

It may be said without exaggerat ion that the plan of 
the gove rnment meets with practically the unanimous 
support of all of the Indians. I do not recall having 
heard a dissenting voice. They seemed to regard the 
advent of the United States government into their 
affairs as the dawn of a new day; a new hope and a new 
vision. They hailed with joy the offer of the 
government; many of the old people could not restrain 
their feelings, -- tears filled many eyes and flowed 
down furrowed cheeks. We must confess to the fact that 
our own feelings were deeply touched as the old people 
expressed so deep a longing to h~ve a piece of l~nd on 
which they could live in peace w1thout fear of eJectment 
by a landlord (Ibid.). 

Baker went on to remark upon the tribal cohesion and 

that was maintained and increasingly expressed among 

people of Robeson. Despite the deplorable conditions 

growing 



·ce· prl 

name. of justice and 
humanity to 

opposition to ai d them (Ibid.: 3). 
the Propo 

he said were sed Project from the white 
Willing to sell th · saker concluded his elr land at a fair 
report With 

a recommendation that the t be supported. 
projec 

rn the fall of 1935, Brooks sent Coll · 
ler an agreement to take 

PertY (September 9, 1935 L 
Pro ' etter' Joseph Brooks to John 
Coll ier). on September 12, 1935 Brook . 

s was lnterviewed b John . w h . y armain 1n as 1ngton on a variety f . 
pe 0 SUbJects, including the 

O' rganizat~on of the Siouan tribe B 
· rooks reported that there 

~ere ten Si~uan communities centered around Pembroke, each with 

J at least one Indian public school. Th t · b @ e r1 al council consisted 

@ 
~ eighteen elected representatives, each from a separate 

electoral district. In addition, there was an eighteen member 

~ advisory council called the Tribal Business Committee. The tribe 

~~ bad no writ t en constitution. Brooks reported the total number of 

Siouans in Robeson County to be 11,000 , with another 2,000 

resident elsewhere (Pearmain 1935 : 41). 

Pearmain conducted an independent survey at which time he 

interviewed 44 tribal members. He reported that there were 

seventeen Indian communi ties in Robeson county. In his preface 

he spoke most favorably of the project and its leadership saying 

[Brooks] leadership and the backing of the 

the Tribal council, together with 



settlement Administrat · 
~e lon of the D 
satisfactory explanation of th epartment of Agr lculru re. 

e change was . 
th

iS move came the appo . prov1ded. Following 
lntment of 

. an employee f 
I
nvestments of Laur 1 nburg t o McNair 

o serve 
as federal civil service 

~·nager for the project. 8 ,.... rooks and th 
e other leaders were 

~rticularly incensed by th 

No 

r-- is action . 
. Slnce McNair was one of 

Princlpal reasons for the mas i . 
the 

s ve Indlan land loss through 

(July 6 , 1936, Letter Groome to 
foreclosures in Robeson county 

stewart). 

Up to this point there had been no 
opposition fr om the white 

population, but this changed in 19JS. In February, Senator 

~iley and Representative J. Bayard Clark received a pe ti tion 

signed by the white members of the Mount Moriah Church, located 

near Pembroke Farms, complaining in the baldest racial terms of 

the placement of Indian families near their church. The thrust 

of their complaint was that the 125 year old church and cemetery 

were about to be abandoned by its members because of the 

settlement of Indian families in the area (Petition 1938). Bailey 

and Clark transmitted the petition to the Farm Securities 

Adainistration, endorsing its insistence that Pembroke Paras be 

opened to settlement by whites, and that Indian families be 

barred from tracts near the church (Ibid.). 

Tbe b bites could occupy the land 
controversy over wbet er w 

._tinued for several •ontbs and was finally resolved by a 

allOWed tbe tracts adjacent to tbe cburcb to be 

tr"• ••• to be 
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ring th~ efforts to establ ' h 
DU lS Pembr oke Farms and the Red 

Association, Brooks was als b 
pnkS 0 usy With his efforts to have 

Siouan tribe federally recogn· d 
~e lZe under the "one-half or more 

blood," provision of th h 
rndian e W eeler-Howard Act (section 19). 

· 9 his receipt of Cohen• 
~JJOWln s memorandum, Brooks sought and 

,eceived confirmation from the Secretary of Interior (McNickle 

1936: 13) · On June ll, l93S Assistant Commissioner of Indian 

~fairs William Zimmerman wrote Brooks requesting "a list of 

11embers of the [ Siouan l group who are one-half or more degree 
1 

d'an blood" as well as information as to how this quantum could In 1 • 

be established (June 11, 1935, Letter, Zimmerman to Brooks). A 

~nth later the Siouan Council submitted its approved roll 

(Ibid .)· 

Table 2 Enrollment of Siouan Indians of the Lumber River 

District 
1. Piney Grove 
2. St. Annah 
3. New Bethel 
4. Deep Branch 
5. Leland Grove 
6. Macedonia 
7. Prospect 
8. Barker Ten Mile 
9. Sycamore Hill 

10. Mt. Elam 
11. Burnt swamp 
12. Bethel Hill 
13. White Bill 
4. Saddletree 

Philadelphus 
Cherokee Chapel 

lley wood 

council 

Heads/Hshlds 
7 

81 
36 
18 
22 

7 
45 
33 
23 
54 
85 
47 
80 
90 
62 
36 

6 
35 

1935) 

Councilman 
T.H. Locklear 
A.C. Locklear 
A.A. Oxendine 
J.T. Hunt 
Johnie cummings 
Arch Locklear 
Shelton Bullard 
Henry McGirt 
Charlie Locklear 
Charlie Oxendine 
Cloyd Chavis 
o.L. Lowery 
Josiah Locklear 
Riley Locklear 
Hezzie Deese 
Elwood Oxendine 
Hector Locklear 
Eddie Locklear 

dated MaY 18, 1935, listed 
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dist~icts with the n en Umber 
nte Of head 

eig of the tribal councilmen in each s Of households and the 
~es district 111 had a total of fifty . . The p · 'l. ct -nl.ne l.ney Grove 

r members 
Jj5" • ' or · ~ lY The roll lists 767 fam · . )Ust over eight 

eaml . lll.es, ~h icb 
pet collment of around 6 000 ~OUld suggest a 

l en ' ' OUt Of 
cot' of 12,404 (U.s. a total Indian 

}ation Department of c 
~p~ ommerce 1937 r- c some discussion with A . : 21 ,175) . 

,.tte sslstant Commissi . 
. uan council accepted, in June oner Zuumerman, 

~e 510 Of 1935, With Slight 
·cation, the blood- quantum form 

,odifl devised by the Bureau of 
, . Affairs (June 3 , 1 935, Letter r"dlan . Zimmerman to Brooks). 

the criteria to be used in 
. ed a serious problem of relllaln 

There 

deter mining blood-quantum, as 

validati ng the applicants. Assistant Solicitor Cohen addressed 

tbese questions in a memorandum in April , 
1936 

• 

Well as the procedure for 

. On the basis of.Mr. McN~ckle's report dated April 7, 
1t seems to . me qu1te feas1ble and entirely desirable to 
prepa re a l1st of t hose Indians who can fairly establish 
t hat they are of more than one-half Indian blood. The 
st ringency of pr oof to be required is largely a question 
of administr a t i ve policy that should be determined by 
t he Commi s sione r . One of the factors to be borne in 
mi nd i s the s cal e on which this project is to be 
a t tempted . 

I shou l d t hink t hat Mr . McNickle's estimate t hat of 
the 12,404 l isted in t he census of 1930 the re ?u~ht to 
be at least several hund r ed entitled t o recogn1~1on as 
of one half or more Ind i an blood is probably qu1te 

conservati ve. f 'dence on blood t hat we 
With respect to t he t ype ~ ev~ choice i s 

are to require , I do no~ t~lnku~g:sts , bet ween depending 
necessarily, as M~ • . Mc~lck e sde r taking "a l ong and 
"entirely on trad1t1on a~d u~ach applicant back through 
tedious procedure of trac!ngi t hink that we have to rely 
state and county records. t also on ,vidence from 
not only on oral evidence , bu d other special Indian 

rollment in Indian schools a nstate . 
t i tutions maintained bklet~:at the best way of •!f~ing 

ree wi th Mr. McNi c wh 
nc;e rough a 
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thin}<, to have 0 commission and ne or more India . 
Indians to d . to utilize a sp ~s s~tting on this 

ec1de disput d ec1a1 Jury of local 
b79~~e~ented by the comm~ssfuestions of fact which might 
ml e selected by the . 0 n: Such a special jury 

My own feeling is that exlstlng council. 
attempt the task of re s~ch a commission should not 
should pass only on ih parlng an exhaustive roll but 
land or.edu?ational pr~v~~ses of persons applying for 
Reorgan1zat1on Act that 1 eges under the Indian 
of land to be acquired ~he group selected for occupancy 
could make additions f s ou~d serve as a nucleus which 
with the approval of trom tlme to time to its own body, 
considered necessary b~~ secretary if that approval be 
independent investigat· upon the basis of its own 
point in this pro ram ~ons. Of course the critical 
nucleus group (co6en A1 s. 1the selection of the original 

pr1 8, 1936). 

Clohen 's memorandum makes cle th ar ree important points: 1) 

acceptable evidence will consist of oral statements, school 

records, and other state documents, 2) the final determination of 

facts where disputes exist will be made by a jury of tribal 

members, and 3) the records to be reviewed will be limited ·to 

those persons who are applying for federal Indian assistance. In 

addition, the core of people will represent a nucleus group for 

the purposes of recognition and will be able to admit others who 

meet the criteria. 

The Bureau had never faced the problem of determining blood 

quantum for such a large group in the absence of a solid base of 

tribal records. consequently, several methodologies were 

considered before the final plan was accepted. This plan 

tribal and family tradition with documentary research. 

criterion was included; the use of anthropometric 

of 1936, Dr. carl c. Seltzer, an anthropologist 

siouan Indian commission,• visi 
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concerning sk.in pigm_entation . , ha1r, ears 

t
eeth, and head, as Well ' eyes , nose, lips, 

as blood t ype and general body 
measurements, in accordance with "th 

e International Agreement and 
as recorded by Dr. Ales Hrdlicka 

in his 'Anthropometry" 

P
ublished in 1920" (Seltzer J 1 u y 30, 1936). 

For each applicant Dr s 1 • e tzer pr epared a "Racial Diagnoses," 
~ith the following categories: one-half or more I ndian blood, 
borderline; probably more than one-half I ndian blood; probably 

1ess than one-half Indian bl 
1 

ood; more than one-half Indian blood; 

less than one-half Indian bl 1 ood; and doubtful (Ibid.). Of the 108 

applicants;\ only three - Lawrence M aynor, Vestia Locklear, and 

Jesse Brooks - were diagnosed as one h lf . - a or more Ind1an blood 

(Ibid.). Table 3 summarizes Sel tzer 's fl"nd1·ngs according to 

category. 

Table 3 Results of Dr. Seltzer's Study of 108 Indians. 

category 
Borderline 
Probably < 1/2 
Probably > 1/2 
Less than 1/2 
1/2 or More 
Doubtful 
Total 

No. of Applicants 
2 
4 
1 

97 
3 
1 

108 

At a later date seltzer returned to Robeson county and 

examined another 101 applicants. Of the 209 applicants, the 

Secretary of Interior eventually certified twenty-two as having 

one-half or more Indian blood (February 24, 1938, tetter to 

Brooks; December 12, 1938, Letter, zimmerman to Brooks). 

What had started out as a reasonable plan of Cohen's quickly 

u~icrous exercise in pseudo-science. The disreputable 
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thropometri~ data were W'th an 1 out merit a d . 
h n meanlngless. (In 

accepting t ese as the pr · lncipal d eterminants , the federal 
government ignored the more than 

150 Years of endogamous marriage 
in the community .) If twenty-t 

wo met t he criteria, surely so 
ould their siblings, and fo th 

w r at matter, most of the rest of 
their families. Yet there wer i e nstances where one sibling 
appeared on the accepted list while 

I 

another was rejected. How 
cohen's proposal could have been 9 o corrupted, and in such a 

I short length of time, is beyond co h mpre ension. 
Despite the failure of th · ' e recognit1on process and the less 

than satisf~ctory establishment of Pembroke Farms and the Red 

aanks Mutual Association, the decade ended with some positive 

results for the tribe. The federal government repeatedly 

acknowledged the Indian ancestry of the Lumbee. Throughout the 

period it continually referred to the tribe as Siouan, to the 

displeasure of some important tribal leaders, but to the 

satisfaction of others . Furthermore, through its actions it 

acknowledged the existence of a tribal structure with whom it 

negotiated and communicated on a regular basis. The Siouan 

Tribal Council and their opposing group -- those who sought the 

Cherokee name ably demonstrated their ability to marshall 

large numbers of tribal members to support their respective 

positions. Both were able to bring their influence to bear on 

the national government, although in different ways. The Siouan 

group operated most successfullY when dealing with the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs, while the cherokee group showed •ore influence 

With local white politicians It ie l 
-~~1'-ll.a 

to prevent their 
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acrifice the. opportunity to rece · 
s lVe federal approval of the 
cherokee name . 

Although there was a sharp spl"t b 
l etween the Siouan and 

cherokee segments of the tribe, it is incorrect to assume fro• 

this t hat the two sets of lead ers di d not share similar aims for 

tbe t ribe or were unwilling to cooperate for common goals. One 

example of this was the Indian Pageant, organized and staged in 

1940 and 1941 • and sponsored initially by the Red Banks Mutual 

~ssociation . Inspired by the success of the 1936 •Lost Colony• 

outdoor drama at Manteo by Paul Green, community leaders 

' contacted the Bureau seeking assistance in staging a similar 

drama in Pembroke. Walter Smith, Joe Brooks, o.F. Lowry, w.R . 

Maynor, C.E. Locklear, S.A. Hammonds, and c.o. Brewington worked 

through George Mitchell in washington to have the Bureau hire 

Ella Deloria as an "Indian specialist in cultural history" to 

work with the Indian committee in Pembroke to put on an 

agricultural fair and pageant to celebrate "the history and 

progress of the Indian people around Pembroke" (July 15, 19•0, 

Letter, Mitchell to Smith). Apparently the leadership went 

directly to Collier who coordinated the project through 

Mitchell's office. 

Tbe Office of Indian Affairs arranged for $1,200 to hire a 

person for five •onths to perfora tbe following duties: 

The person chosen is to be 
to coDittees of citizens, pr .... ,., .... l"llilll!lilll'•.~r · ~u"'•• 

DOI••··~~~ot develop a Pe.,ro•k .. ,•,:O,t·~'*M 
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pROGRAM 

second Annual Presentation 0t 

"The Life Story Of A Peoole'' 

spONSORED BY 

PEMBROKE STATE COLLEGE 

FOR INDIANS 

December 5, 8 and 10, 1941 

At 8 P. M. 

College Gymnasium 

PEXBROD. M. c. 

Wrtttea aad Directed bJ 

)IJSS mu c. DELriiUA 
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would be 
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cool r 

Algon~ 

Colon~ 

being 

slur 

been 

Nor 

she 

asp 
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) 
I 

pastimes (Ibid 
co l lier) . July 11 , 194 

fhe l e t t er wen t on to O, Letter Mitchell to 
not e t hat the P 

Admi nist ration, wh ich w arm Securities 
as ultimate l y f 

that the t r i be's s ens e of " und i ng the pro j ect, felt 
• .• cultural 

~ould be enhanced by th and racial pr i de ... • 
e project. 

The I nd i an Office hi red Blla Delor i 

d 
a, a Dakota Indian who had 

~orke as an anthropologist at Columbi a University vi th Dr. Franz 

80as for eleven years . Her contract ran from the aiddle of July 

to the end of November, 194 0 (July ll, l940, Letter, Mitchell to 

dordon). Deloria began her work imm di e ately and by August had 
I 

sketched out her ideas for an Indian P ageant. Her first item of 

business, a trip to see the "Lost Colony" pageant , met with a 

lsavowed descent f rom the cool reception. The Siouan group d ' 

Algonkian tribes of the coast, and those who believed in the Lost 

Colony origins were afraid to assert their bel i efs out of fear of 

being ridiculed by doubters and of reviving the loathed "Croatan" 

slur (August 21, 1940, Letter, Deloria to Faris). She had also 

been warned against relying on the Lost Colony legend by the 

North Carolina historian Dr. Crittenden (Ibid.). Nevertheless, 

she decided to see the drama, if only to understand its technical 

aspects. 
Deloria's idea for the pageant vas to show the evolution of 

tbe tribe froa white contact to the present, highlighting the 

Change froa confrontation, to •utual assistance between the 

racea. Sbe planned to •il tbe general history of Indian-white 

relatione vltb apeclflc pointe of Lu~e biatory, aucb aa tbe 

Orltinal .. ttl ... nt of Indiana in aobeaon county, aubacription 

.tlitacY .. ,vicar tbl LOVCY war, and endint vltb tbe 



~!'lf,Jri8tri! t'lluroll-fte Cfrcufc Bider 

t:J!Iol)i~·r· .ladueat 'oa-'J'IIe Bu...,rlpUoa School 

~..J"Jn;•••tt•· Ju•Uo.--11.-melr,. •nd tlae Outlawe. 

.UIUiftio11- ~,.._ •face JUl. 

T.lle l :JIIurcll ot~~~ay. 

.a. 'B4ucatloa ol CCJda¥. 
J. OllmP8• ol tile pnNat .c.ae. 
a. Pembroke CoJI .. e. 
b. PubJic Healtla Pr'-ram• 

e. Tile Boy Beouu; tbe Olrl Scouu. 
d. India ... In National DefenM. 

4. Earth'• Reward•-A Tableau and Dance. 

PART Ill. 

'P\aa\.-Tbe ludla.a ExpreeMe Loyalty-

'1.. 'To b\• 'R_._ 
~- 'To "'• c.ou-.,_, . 

... _ -co- "'- ~-

Cast 

LAST IN1~~~~ QUEBTOI\ : P&\a\ 8&m'l)&o•: lO-'Pb 8&m--., \&\\an>o.\• 

MOTHER EARTH, In lbe Vlalon: 'Bertie Tbom-... Re• .. la 

THI': l"OUI\ WlNDB: Mabe\ LoWT7, Anna Osent\\ue, ~UOll ~"-~-~ . 
Teealo Hun~ 

INT'F.RPRF:TINO CHORUS : Reba Lowry, '1-'raueet1 8\\ue'br\ns. 1"-a\e 
Ma.:ynor, Mary Sbarpe, E \\ta'b<!\b Mayuor, Mary l,.eobe, 1..\U:>t 

\ .havla, Al yce Maynor. · 

C'IVll . l'llll•W: 1\oy Maynor T\\\DA\, Q\l'~-~"~N·. 1\u"'r D\a·. 
IllS ATTI•:NilANT: Juhn l.ow ry . 

UATTiol-: t :0\IIU Nl\: Tumm)' Ose•CII'Ae, 

WAR t:nn•:l••s ATT\'lNl>ANT : 'IC•r\ Ollentl\l\<> 

f'ORN lt1T\TA1, DANc:\lll\8 : W\\m• 8•ml)""n M•\' \b• &.11\'0M>'A ,,. ... 
TbOft\1)41U'A, 1 .\\\\•n T\\t>ft\1)-\\, 'M•uCI W\\"'\n" (\e<w~\• \ ~"''••~ M••·•••·•t Loe\1.\e•r. I'•~r•• \~b .. 'f\&. ' • 

IIOY BINONI\8 1"01\ ('.01\N 'DANC111. 

GIRl. BlNOl-mS 1"01\ \~01\N 'DAN(~\1l. 

WlliTtol ll1oH•'U0\1l~: l ne Sm\l\\, Ann• \ '""'"''n"-"· v.\\\•\\" '.6.,.,..,, 
Alln\o Nua\ l<llll\l\ear, ancl otl\ere. 

MOUl!lUN Q\ll!lSTOl\: 1..-4aer l.ooll.\-r. 

( ' IRC \IIT Rll>l!ll\: Anson Locll.\os.r. 

CllAlUMAN Ol~ SeHOO\, ME\!.'"1'\NO: James 1\\l\e'fl Ss.mt~so'l\. 

ME·MEKm:• Ear\ l.owry. 
VOil'E lN Tlll!l DARK: Man\a Ho'tl\n&\on . 

THE l.OWRY OANO: Joe 8am1)aoa, \ra Pa"- \..o'tlrt, ('.&t\ss l...o""ty, 
Burney Locklear, Plummer. Loc'deat, Oas\on \\e'fs's, ls.m~• 
Albert Samt~•on, Elmer Lo•TY· 't'heodots 'Ms.ynot, Ds\\on 
Lowry, Erne•t 8am1)son. 

MOTHERS: Rose Cart e1·; LUCJ Locklear. 

lJAUGHTERS : Cynthla Brook a, Ruth 8am1)aon. 

BOY SCOUT LEADER: Walter Plncbbeelt, Nel&bborbood ('omm\s• oner 

GIRL SCOUT LEADER: Lola Sampaon. Foaale May no,·, aaa\a\an\. 

NATIONAl, DEFENSE: Rueeell Oxendlne, John H. l.owry, 

INDIAN FAMILY: Anaon I..ocklear, Enlyn Stone, Sammy Locklear, 
Loulae Carter. 

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE: Velma Maynor, R. N. 

INDIAN J•'ARMER : Richard Jones. 
COTTON DANCERS: Anna VIctoria Bmfth, Alyce Maynor, Martfllt 

Sampson, Wllm~ Sampson. Parr- C:ba'frls. M.ar••r•t Lockl•ar. 
Oeorsla Loclrlf?ar~Rcba C:bavla. ADD& Ox•Dd "D•· LUCT Loelrl-r. 
MAry W'l "l clne. Maud Wilkin•. LJIIIan Thornp•on~ In•• Tbo~np­
.,~n. < •Jellbr Ood-1''· 11:11• Jo~n• . 



~ssistance gi~en by th ~ e Farm s ecurit 
The pro ject wa s a Y Administration massive u d (Ibid.) . 

. n ertaking 

Of 
the Ind1an communit invol i Y in p v ng all segments 

rop const 
cboreography , costuming 1 ruction , music and 

, ighting, adverti i 
tbB like. Indian s chool 8 ng, fundraising , and 

teachers 
ff 

rehearsed th 
-•ass e ects or chorus es 

0 
eir classes for 

f movement of 
11 

song " a d h 
genera Y were ver y enthu 1 • n t e people 

s astic (Ib i d . ) . 
october 1940 , t he communit Between August and 

Y was fully 
tbe pageant . The script engaged in preparations for 
' was completed by late October , and 

rehearsals s t ar t ed almos t i , mmediately at the newly cons tructed 

college gym. Delor ia reported: 

The 

some white women f ~geant] but the p~~mlRed Spr~ng~ as ked to be i n it (the 
f trst chance to do s~ e f7e1 ~t 1s t he ir pageant , the ir 
have enough blonds tomeihlng ~nteres t ing and that they 
stage a show calling fp ay W~lte parts . (When white men 
after real Indians · thor Indlans, they don't go out 
we [make up as h', ey ~ake up as Indians: why can't 
Letter Deloria ~0 1~~~~h:~~~ . one man) (October 22 , 1940, 

pageant, entitled "The Life Story of a People," was 

presented on three successive nights, December s, 6, and 7, 1940 

3, 1940). It attracted much local and 

attention, and was well supported by local businesses 

ton Voice November 30, 1940: 1-5; Raleigh News and 

aoveaber 28, 19407 Robesonian December 6, 1940). George 

t waa a grand job. Bveryone is agreed that the whole 
i D888 aid aore to draw the Indians together as a 

and to get tbe• known as a people with special 
tban anything tbat bas occurred at all (oeceaber 11, 
Letter, Mitchell to Deloria). 

be wrote to collier: 
kDOWD tbe Indian group there and who were 

tbe occaaion agreea that i t bas done aore 
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I 

I 

r ·end:· · · 
[)ear n r R belon County. are glVlng a pageant on !) 

We. the Jndia~~t~t C:velopment of our p~ple and their ac~lt~~· 
h. h will pr~n 1 ·n ha.ve an all-lnd1an cast, and will ~\ 

7, W IC •'J ow. t WI C 1 b' 0Ptn 'nt 
J'est tim~ un•l n onialt of the pre- o urn Jon lndians t -,.., 

en' . thenllc cerm h' d . "114' 
ry •trikiu~. au . h h1',.hlighls of our 1story as envtd frorn 1. ••• ~~ 

ve nd will ~ne I e e U\1\ll '\ ancestors. a 
and written record. 

. b .. ood entertainment as well as informuioM\. It 
Jt bid• flur to e e f I d . f . t\ 

· f n1• nue "'roup o n 1an~: or we are Unlflue in '"'·! I icture 0 a u "I e """' ~ 
a comp ett P. h' . What we have attained has come not throu~h idlt w. 
articularh· rn 1 15 

• d b · · ""l 
p . r--~ 1 h Jp but through industry an so nety and a cons1.~ ~ .... pos~Jble c:uera e . 1 . -..q 
. .· furthtrmore. although we have a ways p11d lilxes and carr~ uon to sunne. . . . .. 

,harP of C'inr and national duty, "e obtatned our pubhc school &Hltn! 0.~ 
four ye11n a~o. Yet in that short period, our people have mode remarhblt ~ 
u the dosing scenes will show. 

Tht ~ge1u1t them~ is bued on this obvious truth: That those peoi!1 
lh·e in clo~ partner!'hip " ith God' a ~arth, and in a harmonious rdalion Vltl~ 
find for them~lves a "ll~·-of·lire that ia sati~fying to the spirit. Our P~i1'' 
tfone this o~nd ha'~ learned thereby to live in serenity and simplicity; loJ~ \ 
lilnd of thtoir barth ""'I to it' ~o,·ernment, and true to the God "ho madt fre. 

. '!fte production is in the capable hand. of one who has had con~idtnbk ' 
leiK'P wuh I d · iD»f 
~lh 1 n 

110 P•~eantry, aa an &\'CK·ation. The fact that her INI01 

~ ropoll a,~ only frh·ea added lllurance that the Indian scenes will bt r!Cf)t..,. 
· -e·

0
nt Y correct &c. · iDCd" 

would tpp-· uae "e feel we hne ~mething that ~enoUJ-ID ·• ~ 
·-•ate, we are send· th 011 WI' ' 

1o ,_ it on t h ang you this "ord with the hope at l rl 
.......... o sue of your frienda and acquain&Anca u you (ce\ 

Silacerely 70111'.1, 

THE P\JBUCln' C~ 
I ... P , ... -··· -···----------· 

oel< 

pre. 
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t 

t han. a nything i 
onf 1 ' ti n recent ye c. ~~ ng groups to et ars to draw all the 

Sl tuat~on of the Indi~ her and to get the spec i a l 
(December 11, 1940, Le~~ known throughout the sta t e 

er, Mitchell to Collier) . 
50 successful was the pa 9 ant that tribal leaders requested 

10r i a's services the followi 
pe ng Y ar to organize anothe r 

P
resentation. The leaders or the n d 

~ Banke Mutual Association 

(N8MA) decided to r un an Indian fair in conjunction with t he 

~neant (Ibid. Letter, Mitchell 
r-~ to Gordon, MayS , 1941). The f a ir 

~as a tremendous s uccess as was t he second Indi an pageant. The 

&air , which was held i n october , had many ~ displays of crafts , 
tarming t ebhniques , farm machi nery i \ , cann ng, ar t and fashion, 

animals, and mus ic t o draw large crowds. The RBMA recei ved 

assi s t ance f rom the col lege and the high school, the National 

youth Admi nistration, and the Indian soy scout troops. Delor i a 

especially noted that the fair brought together the eighty-five 

per cent of the people who lived in the isolated farm areas with 

the so-called "progressives" of Pembroke, and that for the first 

time the progressives seemed genuinely impressed with and 

respectful of what the RBMA farmers had accomplished (Ibid.). At 

the height of their success war broke out and the fair and 

pageant were discontinued. 

During this period the Siouan council continued to f uactlon 

•intai ni ng c l ose ties with the RBMA. The council vaa 

increas i ngly concerned with the management of RIMA 

Para affairs, and lodged complaints about •i•~aftl~"•'~'~ 

racial discrimination wi th senator Bailey (May 

~avis to Bailey) . Bailey virtuallY ignored t b 

relying on the assurances of the local white 
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theY were g roundl ess • H~ 

0
vertures of Geor went so 

ge Mitchell 
fa r 

from t he 
as to re)'e ct the personal 

1941, Memo, Albert Maverick, 
At the conclu . Jr.) . 

Slon of World 
A9r icul ture adopted War !I t he D the POlic epartment of 

Indian Of fice lJune 19 , 

holdings to returning Y of disposing of veterans t surplus property 

the economy. As part ' 
0 

ease their rei ntegrati on i nto 

t he Dep Of th ' ls pol · 
the National Youth Admini ley, stration c 
f" surplus property and ommunity center at Red Banks 

. scheduled it f 

ar t ment identified 

The Indlans immediatel or sale at public auction . 
. y protested and . 

to prevent ~he sale Al enllsted the aid of Collier 
• though con · 

were too late d ler supported the tribe, they 
an the building was 

group of Indians then sol d t o a l ocal whi te man. 
pooled the · f lr unds and purchased the 

A 

center . The farm cooperative cont inued in operation until 1968 

operat ing gover and was the longest 

the nation (Raleigh 

nment-sponsored cooperat i ve i n 

News and Observer July 7, 1968) . 

Since its incorporation, Pembroke had been operating as an 

exception to the general laws of the state . 
Instead of electing 

its officials, as was the case with other towns in the state, the 

public officials were appointed by the governor. This was 

because Pembroke was the onlY non-reservation town in the state 

that was controlled bY an Indian majority . However, in 1945, 

under pressure from returning tumbee war veterans, the General 

Asseably was persuaded to return the franchise to the citizens of 

the town, thus ending tbe 1egal anacbroni&a· Notwithstanding 

tbis cbange in tbe law, tbe Indian leadershiP agreed to conti 

~nfor .. l tradition shortlY after J'
17

• 'be sett• 



candidates in. alternat 
e elections h (Robeso . gowever' t e arrangement 

1 
nlan February 22, 194~). 

asted but a f ew Years. 

POST-WAR PERIOD 

rn the early 1950s 0 .P. Lowry reopened 
tribe's name the campaign to have 

tbe changed, this time to the 
Luabee Indians. The 

name was derived from the Lumber Ri 
ver, which got its name froa 

tbe poetry of 
I 

(Thomas 1982: 

John Charles McNeill, a native of Scotland county 
11). The Lumber River was originally known as 

orowning Cr~ek until its name was changed in 1809 by the 
legislature (N.C. Public Laws Ch ' apter 32, 1809). The first 

reference to the tribe as the Lumbee Indians appeared in 1926 

(Raleigh News and Observer February 21, 1926). In 1948 Lowry 

organized a group of Indian ministers to advance a broad spectrum 

of social and political programs, including changing the tribe's 

name. The group, which called itself the Lumbee Brotherhood, 

chose Lowry as its first president (Raleigh News and Observer May 

12, 1953; Robesonian october 31, 1950, Pembroke Progress January 

26, 1950). 

In justifying Lumbee as the name of preference, Lowry argued 

because the tribe was originally composed of members fro• 

tribes, no one historical name was appropriate. Rataer~ 

should take its name from 

Lowry cited 



"special rights" (Rob . esonlan Apr'! 
quick to disassociate it self 

l 22, 1949). 

from thi 
Lowry's group was 

what appears to be a replay s group 
of the battles 

tribe over the Siouan bill, fought within the 
the Lo wry group 

itS proposed name. Nonethel met opposition over 

and its methods. In 

ess, the Lumb 
and was able to get . ee Brotherhood persisted 

a blll introduced 

L
egislature in 1951 in the North Carolina 

by State Senator 
Watts (Charlotte Observer 

April 2, 1951; Robesonian April 5 , 
1951). When it became clear 

rhat there was no consensus among th . 
e trlbal members, the 

Assembly ~efused to act and . 
' ' ' lnstead, passed a resolution 

calling for a vote of the India . 
n people ln Robeson County on the 

name change (N.C. General A b ssem ly Joint Resolution No. 36, 

1951). Late that summer the Lumbee Brotherhood began circulating 

a petition in favor of the name change (Robesonian August 17, 

1951). After some problems regarding the financing of the 

referendum, it was scheduled for February 2, 1952 (Robesonian 

January 8, 1952). 

During January the entire Indian community was involved in 

the debate over the issue (Robesonian January 15, 1952, January 

21, 1952, January 23, 1952, January 31, 1952, February 1, 1952: 

Raleigh News and Observer January 10, 1952). The choice 

Presented on the ballot was either to adopt the name Lumbee or 

stay with the name cherokee of Robeson County (Raleigh News and 

Observer January 10, 1952). The schools were to be used as 

pOlling places. 

Voting took place on February 2, at tbe fourteen polling 

Placta in tbe county. Tbt results were: 2,109 in favor of tbe 

._. cbange and 35 opposed (aaleigb leva and Obaerver rebruary 4, 



T 1952; Robesonian Februar 
y 5, 1952). 

~ote the Indian leadersh· Immediately f . lp called a ollowing . the 
This meetlng was attended b mass meeting y the local for February 14. 

AssemblY (Robesonian F b delegation to the General 
e ruary 13, 1952 

secause the next session f , February 15, 1952) • 
o the legislature 

convene until January of the was not due to 
following Y 

plentY of time to organize 

The same opposition to the 

ear, tribal leaders had 
a campaign to get the change accepted. 
1951 legisl 

b 
ative effort surfaced when 

the Lum ees took the results of 
1 

the referendum to the legislature 
in Februa~y, 1953 (Raleigh News and Observer February 21 

h t 
~h I 1953) • 

Throug ou ,.. e winter and early spring the two sides waged battle 
in the halls of the General A b ssem ly. Those supporting the 

legislation were led by D.P . Lowry. Judge L.R. Varser, long time 

friend of the tribe, spok · e agalnst the bill arguing that the 

change would open the schools to "every mulatto in Boke and 

Cumberland" counties, who would claim to be Lumbees in order to 

get into the Robeson County schools (Raleigh News and Observer 

February 26, 1953). 

After losing at the committee level, the opponents next 

challenged the validity of the referendum, claiming that the 

Mjority of the adult Indians had preferred to retain the 

Cherokee name, but had boycotted the vote. The opponents called 

for another referendum, however, this was not accepted by the 

Aaaeably committee (Ibid. April 2, 1953). Finally, on April 20, 

1953 tbe General AssemblY enacted senate Bill No. 114 into law 

~~~•hlic Laws Chapter 874, 1953). Shortly thereafter, the 

called co .. unitY meetings to celebrate 

rver MaY 12, 19Sl). 



The trib~ followed . 
lts 1953 success with 

Years ~ater. Congre a federal bill two 
ssman Carlyle 

introduced legislation to 
recognize the Lumbee Indians f o North Carolina (U.S. Bouse of 

From the standpoint 
Representatives July 1955 ). 

the bill could not have b of the Lumbees 
. een introduced at a worse time. Onder 

pres1dents Truman and Eis h en ower the United States had embarked 
on a policy of terminating it s relationship with the federally 
recognized tribes. As describ d e by Laurence M. Hauptman, a noted 

of the twentieth century: ~istorian of federal Indian policy 

•These "termination law " ad~inistrations ended fsd of the Truman and Eisenhower 
109 Indian rou s e . erally recognized status for 
1,365,801 a~respof iot~llng 13,263 individuals owning 
trust lands to allo a~ ; rem?ved restrictions on Indian 
shifted I d ' w or easler leasing and sale; 
the Depar~m~~~ ~~a~thlresponsibi~ities from the BIA to 

. ea th, Educat1on and Welfare· and 
esta~l1sh~d relocation programs to encourage Indian 
outm1grat~ons from reservations to urban areas. Even 
the crea~lon . of ~he Indian Claims commission in 1946 
became .t led 1n w1th congressional efforts at "getting 
the Un1ted States out of the Indian business" (Hauptman 
1986: 31). 

Because of the prevailing federal policy the bill as proposed 

attracted the opposition of the Department of Interior. On 

August 3, 1955, Assistant Interior Secretary orme Lewis wrote the 

Chairman of the House committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 

Clair Engle, that H.R. 4656 should be amended "to indicate 

clearly that it does not make these persons eligible for services 

Provided through the sureau of Indian Affairs to other Indians 

(U.s. Bouse of Representatives January 18, 1956). The department 

opposed placing"··· additional persons of Indian blood under the 

-~~~vu~ction of this Department" (Ibid.). In spite of the 

ittee recommended enactaent of the bill 



The bill passed the H ouse without ch 
senate (Raleigh News and Ob ange and was sent to the 

server Februar 
st February 23, 19

56
. Y 22 , 1956 ; Lumberton 

po , Robesonian F b e ruary 21 1956) wh th 
ll e111erged from the ' . en e bi Senate Committee it contained the 

li•itations proposed by th 0 e epartment f o Interior (U.S. Senate 
MIY 16, 1956). The amended bill was passed by the Senate on May 

21, 1956 and by the Bouse three days later and signed by the 

President on June 7, 1956 (70 Stat. 254-255). 

AN ACT 

Relating to the Lumbee Indl'ans of North Carolina 

Wh•reas many Indians 1 . . . counties are descend n~w lVlng 1n Robeson and ad joining 
. an s of that once large and 

r~~~~=r~~~e;r~~etwhhic~ occupied the ~ands along the 
. e t1me of the earl1est white 

settlements 1n that section; and 

Where~s at the time of their contacts with the 
colo~1st~, these Indians were a well-established and 
dist1nct1ve people living in European-type houses in 
s~ttled town~ a~d communities, owning slaves and 
l1vestock, t1ll1ng the soil, and practicing many of the 
arts and crafts of European civilization; and 

Whereas by reason of tribal legend, coupled with a 
distinctive appearance and manner of speech and the 
frequent recurrence among them of family names such as 
Oxendine, Locklear, Chavis, Drinkwater, Bullard, Lowery, 
Sampson, and others, also found on the roster of the 
earliest English settlements, these Indians may, with 
considerable show of reason, trace their origin to an 
adaixture of colonial blood with certain coastal tribes 
of Indians, and 

Whereas these people are naturally and understandably 
proud of their heritage, and desirous of establishing 
their social status and preserving their racial history: 
low, therefore, 

ae it enacted by tbe senate an4 Bouae of Representatives 
'be oaited stat•• of a.erica in congreaa aaHIIble4, 

Jadiaaa DOW realding in lobeaon and a4joiniDg 
.... .,..IIIli. •C)J.tlll carollaa, .o:!Z!aally fCMlDCJ by tbe 

tbe L r aiver la lobeaoa 
iA.Ii.--•~r~rc• .c~---:• et.. 

MM!ill . ... ro ... UIII•• of ~laU 



originally · . 
Caroiiri lnhablting the c 
Act bea, shall, from and a~as tal regions of North 
car~li known and designatedter the ratification of this 
privilna and shall continue tas L~mbee Indians of North 

eges, and immunities ~ en)oy all rights, 
of the State of North c enJoyed by them as citizens 
as they enjoyed bef arolina and of the United States 
shall continue to b~r:u~~e enactment of this Act, and 
duties of such citi )ect to all the obligations and 
North Carolina and ~~nsuunder the laws of the state of 
Act shall make such Ied . nited States. Nothing in this 
performed by the Unit~dl;ns eligible for any services 
their status as Indi tates for Indians because of 
United States which :~~, ~nd n?ne of the statutes of the 
status as Indians sh 11 e~ Ind1ans because of their 
Indians. a e applicable to the Lumbee 

1 The tribe had finally received some degree of federal 

acceptanc~ ~fter fifty years of trying. 

There can be no doubt that for the period covered by this 

section of the report the Lumbee have been continuously and 

repeatedly recognized as American Indians . This was made 

explicit by the state in the 1880s and by the federal government 

from the beginning of the twentieth century on. Federal and 

state officials have, on numerous occasions, detailed in this 

report, reviewed the evidence, and at no time did they question 

the fact that the tribe consisted of people of Indian descent. 

Federal reluctance with respect to acknowledging the tribe 

centered more on questions involving the extension of services 

and the attendant costs. 

RECENT LUMBEE HISTORY 



came when the United Stat 
es Supreme c 

f ourt issued its decision in the case o Brown v. Board 
of Education of Topeka Kansas, 

holding that separate faciliti , 
es were inherently unequal. The 

case was decided in 1954, but . 

county for ten years. 
lts effect was not felt in Robeson 

More immediate was the impact of the 
Ku Klux Klan. Klan 

activities increased in the early 1950s, but 
were suppressed by 

a series of arrests and convictions, only to 
reoccur by 1957. In 

January, l958, the Klan carried out two cross-burnings directed 
i 

at Lumbee~ and announced that it would hold a rally at Maxton 

(Raleigh News and Observer January 18, 1958; Robesonian January 

17, 1958). Tribal members made it eminently clear that they would 

not permit a rally, the local paper warned the Klan of the 

danger, and the sheriff told the Klan leaders that his department 

would not protect the Klan members should they proceed with the 

rally (Robesonian January 17, 1958; Raleigh News and Observer 

January 17, 1958; Charlotte Observer January 17, 1958). In spite 

of the warnings the Klan decided to hold the rally. 

On the evening of January 18, the Klansmen gathered in a 

field outside of the town of Maxton. They were quickly 

surrounded by several hundred Lumbee who, in short order, drove 

the Klan from the field. The sheriff arrived just after tbe rout 

arrested the Klan leaders, charging them with disorderly 

inciting a riot. Tbey were later convicted and 

in prison. Blu sums up tbe i•pact of tb' 

,;-u:11111,.,.;p.~,~~·· •• follows: 



1~ 11958 · Many Indians threatened that they would never 
a ow a Klan rally to take place in Robeson. And 
~ecause some Indians feared that it would be iapossible 

0 prevent serious bloodshed a second time, they 
pe~suaded authorities in the state capital to issue an 
inJunction against the llan, preventing them from 
ho~ding.the rally. Although the legality of the 
inJunctlon was questionable (the American Civil 
Liberties Union later took the case for the llan), it 
was effective. No rally was held. 

Many of the Indian participants in these events were 
veterans of World War II, and no one today is given 
credit for leading the Indians . once again Indians had 
resorted flamboyantly to defensive violence as a 
political tactic, but this time there was no one heroic 
leader, and "the Indian people" have become the hero in 
the retelling of the story. 

With the return to defensive violence, the Lumbee 
~tory seems to have come full circle back to Henry Berry 
Lo~ry days. But new possibilities emerged in the 1960s 
ana new tactics began to be used. The net result of the 
brief and relatively unbloody return to defensive 
violence was, apparently, increased wariness and respect 
on the part of many Whites, and amplifide pride on the 
part of Indians. This new situation helped Indians to 
take advantage of the possibilities opening before them 
and helped Whites to accept such Indian behavior, 
however reluctantly (1980: 89-90). 

Even before the Klan incident Lumbees were showing a 

restiveness in their relations with the white power structure in 

the county. By 1950, they were electing tribal members to all of 

the offices in Pembroke (Dial and Eliades 1975: 143). Beginning 

in the early part of the 1950s, a group of tribal members took 

the first steps to challenge the white control of the political 

apparatus. They formed an informal, loosely organized group, 

initially called "The organization," began in the Maxton 

'-istrict, which was comprised of the townships of Peabroke, 

(Sider 1971: 122). 



the political partys• p 
· ower. It is through the county that funds 

are raised, candidates chosen, 

relies upon political 
and votes garnered. The process 

discipline and rewards local leaders who 
can successfully turn out the vote. 

Thus, the county leader with 
a strong organization can exert 

a powerful influence on those who 
hold or seek state-wide office . The system is one that thrives, 
unabashadly, on reward and punishment. 

Until the end of World War II, Lumbee political leaders 
practiced a strategy of accomodat 1· 0 n w1'th 
1 respect to the white 

political :leaders in the county. Local Lumbee leaders got out 

the vote fot the Democratic candidates and received, in return, 

some influence over local affairs . But this strategy, while 

reasonably successful before World war II, offered diminishing 

returns for the post-war Lumbees. Sider provides the following 

insights: 

The patterns and the purpose of political accomodation 
is clearest during the early years of the 
re-enfranchisement of the Lumbee. Indians acting in the 
context of their Indian identity allied with the 
Democratic party, and by so doing obtained both concrete 
communal benefits (schools, laws, etc.) and freedom to 
institutionalize their identity as Indians. They thus, 
through accomodation, secured their separate position 
and brought prestige and benefits to this position. 
Later, when increases in real benefits, and when 
developments in Black political assertiveness came to be 
felt as a pressure to "do likewise," accomodation lost 
its effectiveness and its central position in the 
strategic orientations of the Lumbee (Sider 1971: 100). 

While there was general agreement as to goals (i.e. Indian 

access to political power and jobs, and an end to 

tbere was no consensus 



. alone, • or making pol "t· 1 1 · 
1t · 1 lCa a l1ances with the Blacks" (Ibid .: 

02-103). Complica ting t h bl 1 e pro em of exerting independence was 

the fact that, in 1960, blacks and Indians in the county were 

equal in number and compr ised 58\ of the population , while whites 

made up the remaining 42\ . I n terms of individuals of voting age 

(twenty-one or older) t he t wo categories were almost evenly 

diVided: Indians and blacks 51\, whi tes 49\ (Ibid .: 109). 

aowever, since these populations were not evenly distributed 

tbrouqhout the county, there were townships and precincts where 
I 

Indians w~re a majority, others where wh ites were in the 
\ 

aajority, and still others where the combined Indian-black 

population outnumbered the whites (Ibid.: 121-122 ). 

Tbe Maxton district was one place where the Lumbees held a 

.. jority, and it was here, in 1956, that the organization was 

successful in electing a Lumbee as judge. In 1958, they 

sqpported another Lumbee who was elected as county commissioner 

(Ibid.: 124). 

!be civil rights laws passed in the 1960s led to voter 

m.~ation drives throughout the south. In 1967, the American 

committee (AFSC) began an intensive effort in 

Tbis followed a drive directed by Dr. Martin 

pbysician, in 1962. Using a $7,000 grant from 

Project of the Southern Regional council, the 

coabat the increased use by whites of the 

Luabee and black registration . This 

5,000 new registrants, including about 

ion on Civil Rights 1974: 8). Like 

tocu1ed on registering Indiana and 

102 



blackS , a nd on i ncreasi ng min i or t y political involveme nt i n al l 

leve ls of county po l itics (Lumbee Ma r c h 30 , 1967: 3 ) . The drive 

~nan i n March, and by June Lumb r g ist t i h d 1 d 
v-~ r a on a ncrease 

tro~ 4,618 to 5 ,84 2 ( I b i d . Jun 1S , 1967 •. l ) . By octobe r , 

Indians had i nc reased to 6 , 97 4 , a ne t ga i n of 2 , 356 Ind i an vot ers 

in a six aonth period ( Ibi d . Octobers, 1967 : 1). Dur i ng this 

period an ef fort was made to establish a coalition bet ween bl acks 

and Lu•bees. These efforts, t heir resul t s, and the insights they 

,llOW into Lumbee poli t i ca l organization , as wel l as the labrynth 

partY polttics i n Robeson County, have been careful l y described 
\ 

and analysed by Blu (1980). 

In coordination with the registrat i on ef fort , t he Indian 

leade r ship began a campaign of political education and grassroot s 

organization in an effort to consolidat e the tribe's political 

clout . Between 750 and 800 Lumbees attended a fish fry or ganized 

bf car nell Locklear and Thadis Oxendine and held at Clark' s 

Landing, near Maxton, in october, 1967 (Lumbee October 12, 1967: 

lJ . Encouraged by the large turn-out, Thadis Oxendine and othe rs 

~D orgaaisiQg other Lumbee settlements (Ibid. october 19 , 

1 
1967: 1; November 2, 1967: 1). These 

with political education meetings 

December 7, 1967: lJ December 14, 

e ffort was made to br ing the 

bl acks i nto a coal ition i n Robeson 

bite-controlled status quo (Ibid. 

•••ting wi th aoae lia ited 

~ion , tbey were faced with a 



number of severe challenges t . 0 

among these was desegregation . 
t 

autonomy came in 1954 with the 

their autonomy and identity. First 

The most serious threat to Lumbee 

erown v. 

manifest 

u.s. Supreme court decision in 
Board of Education, although 

the effect was slow to 
itself. It was not until the 1964-1965 school year that 

the Robeson County school system made any effort to integrate. By 

1969 most schools in the state had been forced to integrateJ 

however, the Lumbee schools were still in tribal control. Tribal 

leaders saw integration as a means by which blacks were allowed 
i 

access to :white schools, not as a mechanism to force Lumbees, who 

were satisfled with the school system they had constructed 

through eighty years of struggle and sacrifice, to attend 

predominantly white and black schools. 

In the summer of 1970, some tribal members formed a political 

action group called Independent Americans for Progress, whose 

principal purpose was the preservation of the Lumbee school 

system (Winston-Salem Journal Sentinel Julys, 1970). Shortly 

after its formation, the leaders called a rally at Pembroke to 

discuss Indian grievances. Billed as a "Red Power" rally, it was 

att~nded by around 1,000 Lumbees (Sider 1971: 156). The speakers 

called for boycotts of white stores that refused to hire Lumbees, 

organization of an Indian bank (which was started in 

, .1971) and the development of an Indian-owned shopping 

The Lumbees were warned "··· · against patience, distrust 

, and neutrality" (Ibid.). There were addi 

pride and independence. Ip ~~ 



Tribal leaders announced thel· r intention to fight the loss of 
tbe schools (Robesonian August 26, 1970). That fall, as the 
county attempted to integrate th h e sc ools (mostly by integrating 
black and Indian schools), the Lumbees defied the county, staged 

a sit-in, and filed a law suit (Raleigh News and Observer 

september 10, 1970: 3 Septembe 11 197 ' r , 0; Winston-salem Journal 

september 11, 1970; New York Times September 13, 1970). Lumbee 

leaders protested the change and asked the Department of Health, 

~ducation and Welfare to allow them to keep their schools 

separate fRobesonian September 2, 1970). When this failed Lumbee 
I 

parents filed a suit in the u.s. District court for the Eastern 

District of North Carolina, seeking to enjoin the Robeson county 

soard of Education from including the Lumbee schools in its 

desegregation plan, and asking that the United States Department 

of Health, Education and Welfare be prevented from supplying 

funds to the county school system (Raleigh News and Observer 

September 25, 1970). The suit became known as the Prospect Suit. 

The case was heard by Judge Algernon Butler who denied a 

request for an injunction (Ibid.). By that time it was too late 

for the county to carry out its desegregation plan. 

The following fall the county again attempted to integrate 

the Lumbee schools by busing black children in and Lumbee 

children out to black schools. Thirty-five Luabee parents, 

the court delays, blockaded tbe Prospect scboolr 

threaten tbe life of Danford Dial 



r 

resignation . . The Board f . 0 Educatlon passed a resolution banning 
unauthorized persons from school property, and, a week later, 
reopened the school . s even parents were prosecuted and convicted 
in connection with the di d · sor ers (Robesonian september 9, 1971; 
september 23, 1971: 3). I th n e meantime, the suit was stymied in 
the courts, the county school board using it as a means to delay 
integration. This continued until 1978 when, its value gone as a 

device to prevent integration, the suit was dismissed (Carolina 

~ndian Voice September 28, 1978: 1; hereinafter CIV) . 

As a result of this turmoil a group of parents of Prospect 
\ 

High School students, along with other Lumbees concerned about 

the school situation, formed another organization in December, 

1971, called the Eastern Carolina Indian organization (Raleigh 

News and Observer January 9, 1972). Carnell Locklear was one of 

the early leaders of the group, which had as its stated purpose 

to pursue federal recognition of the tribe (Ibid.). 

The members of the Eastern carolina Indian Organization began 

calling themselves Tuscaroras. There were a number of factors 

that precipitated the use of the Tuscarora name for what was and 

is a dissident faction of the Lumbee tribe. First, the Tuscarora 

adherents felt that one reason the Indians of Robeson County were 

repeatedly turned aside in the attempts to gain recognition by 

the federal government was the lack of a historically recognized 

Thf na•e •croatan" was a place na•e, while "Luabee• was 

riverine association~ 



convinced ma~y people . 
ln 'Robeson County th . d at the tribe req~1re 

the name of a historically 
known Indian nation as a precondition 

to full federal recognition. Some 
of these individuals resented 

the 1953 and 1956 change from Cherokee to Lumbee. 

The second basis for their contention related to an assertion 
that one of their ancestors was Tuscarora. According to this 

argument, James Lowrie, one of the primal ancestors of the tribe, 

bad married a "half-breed• Tuscarora woman (Norment 1875: 5). As 

aj result, a large number of f•mill'es ~ thought of themselves as 
descendants of the Tuscaroras. 

\ 

Their third concern related to the 1956 Lumbee Act. According 

to the Tuscarora view, the language of the act was perceived as 

keeping the Lumbees from full recognition. The Tuscaroras not 

only wanted to disassociate themselves from the name Lumbee 

because of the act, they also viewed the Lumbee leadership as, in 

some measure, responsible for problems that resulted from the 

act. Finally, during the hearings in the Prospect suit, Judge 

Butler apparently had suggested to the Prospect parents that if 

they were unhappy with the Lumbee name and desired the name of an 

historical tribe one was available -- Tuscarora. Given the 

frustrations of the members of the Eastern Carolina Indian 

Organization with the school situation, the Lumbee name and act, 

tbe Lumbee leadership, and the tribe•s nebulous status, the BCIO 

proaoted the use of the naae Tuscarora 

october 15, 1972J Rqbesonian 



the earlier controversy. 
In an article 

f 1953 ent i tled "Lumbee Indian -'ct o : Its or · · lgln and Rationale," Lowry described the 
efforts that led to tb e use of the the tribe's name. 

It would appear tb t 
the name of the Indi:nshi~tory ~s repeating itself, and 
County is being consid llving 1n and near Robeson 
purpose of this lettere~ed again for a change. The 
especially the youn s to remind all of you, 
which we and our a g, of the long and arduous road by 
Lumbee Indians. ncestors arrived at the present name: 

Prior to the Revol ti 
ancestors had assem u onary war of 1775 our Indian 
River, in the area ~~=dRa~ong Drowning Creek, now Lumber 
assembly point for . 0 eson County. It was an 
safety . At that tidls~~essed Indians seeking geographic 
multiple groups __ ~~r ere were Indians here from 
T~scarora Batt ees, Cherokees, Red Bones, 
amalgamation wi~~a~ ~nd.other . tribes --the resultant of 
'oined · . . . 0 on1sts s1nce 1587 . our group 

ilways ~~e~1~n~~g ~n~ependence from the British, having 
h ' h th u Cltlzens of the state and nation in 

w lC ey ~ived: Some of our men drew pensions for 
woun~s re?e1ved 1n the Revolutionary war. (William Lowry 
Pens1on F~le No . 6732). Others received bounty land for 
such serv1ce~, (John Brooks, warrant No. 80030). 
Af~er help1ng wih (sic) independence in 1775 we 

cont1nued to be full citizens of the United States and 
in the War of 1812 placed some ten Indian boys in the 
Army, contributing to that victory The father of Henry 
Berry's (Lowry) mother, Stephen cu~bo, was such a 
soldier. By this time the application of a tribal name 
due to our multiple origins was difficult indeed, if not 
impossible. However, we went to church, school, voted 
and fought in the military service, enjoying all the 
rights of full citizenship. 

In 1835 sect. III, Clause 3 of the constitution of 
North carolina was approved withdrawing voting 
privileges from free persons of color. The local 
governemnt of Robeson county declared and iaplemented 
the law to include Indians. The voting privilege was 
denied, we were removed from churches and schools, and 
when tbe Civil war began, 1860, we were denied the 
privilege of serving as soldiers in the Confederate 
Ar•y. . 

The above described events shocked the entire Ind1an 
co .. unity and brought on chaotic conditions which became 

aaively worse until 1880. In 1868 the courts 
u~ ....... .tbat the law of 1835 did not and had never applied 

Robeson county (State v. wolf 145 B.C.; 
64 •· • 641). Before 1835 and 

.............. Q4 we wert without a ,Qtt 



fro~ White's c 1 
51). This was00~~Y of 1587 (Laws of N.C. 1885- Chap. 
or for 26 years name, although unpopular, until 1911, 

The Legislatu~e of 
1911 session to ch North Carolina was persuaded at the 
Robeson County a ange the name again to Indians of 
N.C. 1911 Chap~ 2~5~ccura~e geographic name (P.L. of 
and in 1913 was ch · dThls name was of short duration 
County (P L of N ange Cherokee Indians of Robeson 
Indians n~t.of Ch~;·k l913- Chap. 123). Obviously, those 
name . The name 0 ee descent were unhappy with the 
in effect from 1;~; more durable, however, and remained 

Multiple effo to ~ 953 · 
a tribal reservrts contlnued to change the name, to have 
some reservatio~tio~ . and to seek government pensions as 
without succ n lana. All these efforts were 
among our pe~~~' yet there was.an absence of tranquility 
rou of e on the whole 1ssue. Accordingly, a 

g l leaders among us joined in support of a name 
pr~r ously suggested -- Lumbee -- which would give us a 
we, adapted legal name, geographically proper and 
eq~ally s~p~ort the historical fact of our mul~iple 
tr1bal or1g1ns. 

First, our group of leaders contacted and made 
representation to our state legislators of Robeson 
County . The writer was requested to draft a letter to 
our.three . members of the N.C. Legislature and solicit 
the1r.ass1stance and action in the effort . This letter 
was s1gned by Harry Wess Locklear, C.E. Locklear, L.W. 
Jacobs and D.F. Lowry . 
. A me~ting was then requested with all concerned, 
1nclud1ng area representatives of the Indian community, 
to draft the necessary legislation for a change of name. 
Indians attending the meeting were Early Bullard, ornie 
Bullard, Lindsay Revels, L. W. Jacobs, Burt Locklear, 
Harry Wess Locklear, C.E . Locklear, J.A. Wilkins, Puller 
Locklear, Luther Moore and D.P . Lowry. The result of 
these studies and meetings was the completion and 
eventual approval of a change of name from Cherokee 
Indians of Robeson County to Lumbee Indians of the State 
of North carolina (Laws of N.C. 1953, Chap. 814, page 
747). 
[Lowry then quoted the act in its entirety.] 

Following the draft of the above legislation the 
Commissioners of Robeson County held a duly constituted 
referendum and the bill was approved by a vote of some 
2,000 for and 30 against. The commissioners then 
unanimously concurred in the referendum result, 
following which the legislature enacted it into law. It 
was then subaitted to the Bouse and Senate of the o.s., 
~ssed and signed by the President of the o.s., with 
•inor amendments, as national legislation. 

se~~e, since tbat time we have been Luabee Indians of 
county, North carolina and the United States. 

URJtc;~~~-- leg•lly and geographically known as Lumb, 
•11 concerned, including all Indian tribes 



and groups in N 
believes that o~th and South America. The writer . 
historical thls name has really solved a difficult 
February 22Pr~b971e3~ and should not be changed (Robesonian 

, • 3) • 

RECENT LOMBEE HISTORY 

Although the efforts to change the content of the Lumbee 

legislation failed, there existed a number of issues that 

required the attention of the the Lumbees and other tribes in the 

state. Urged on by common problems, particularly those related 

to schools, the Lumbee leaders in concert with leaders from the 

waccamaw-Sipuan, Coharie, and Haliwa-saponi tribes successfully 

lobbied for the creation of a North Carolina commission of Indian 

Affairs. The commission was created by law on July 20, 1971 

(N.C. Session Laws 1971 Ch. 1013: 1591-1593, codified as G.S. 

71-1 to 20). The initial act was amended several times. The act 

provides for a commission consisting of four members from state 

government, two appointed by the General Assembly, and fifteen 

Indian members selected from six Indian communities, two each 

from six communities (Baliwa-Saponi, Coharie, waccamaw-Siouan, 

Coharie, Guilford county, Cumberland County, and Mecklenburg 

County), and three from the Lumbee community. The executive 

director is required to be of Indian descent. The commission's 

purpose is to assist the state's Indian communities in a wide 

range of social, legal, political, economic, and cultural 

concerns (Ibid.). 

In 1972, the Board of Trustees of Peabroke State University 

the •ain building on the caapus and replace 

very quickly, a group formed to •save 



old Main," led by Janie M 
aynor Locklea r , Danfo rd Dial , Luthe r M. 

Moore, and W.J. Strickland (Robeson i an J•nuary 
Q 21 , 19 7 2 : 1 ) • From 

al l accounts the effort was initi•ted 
u and to a large degree 

directed by Janie Maynor Locklear. 

A number of prominent Lumbees gave the i r support to the 

demolition project pointing out that the building had outlived 

its usefulness, the space was needed for a aore aodern building, 

and the cost of renovation would exceed the cost of new 

construction. Voicing such a view was John L. carter, twice a 
1 

graduate qf Pembroke. 

'I graduated from Pembroke once when it was a two-year 
normal college , • he explained . 'Then they stepped it up 
to a th:ee year school in 1935 and into a four-year 
school 1n 1940 . I went back and graduated again in 
1940 o I 

'Keeping Old Main would just be for sentimental 
reasons,• Carter said . 'And it's just too large to save 
for a monument.• 

'I don't like the idea of standing i n the way of 
progress,' he continued. 'I think Old main has served 
its purpose. • 

Carter said he didn't think Old Main could be feasibly 
renovated. 'When you start renovating one thing, you 
usually upset another. It's usually cheaper to build 
from scratch. ' 

'Maybe they could take the front of it and save that -
for a symbol,' he added. 

Lonnie Oxendine, 69 year old graduate of the class of 
1929, also feels tbat Old Main has served ber purpose. 

'I don't think we should retard progress,' be said. 
•The building needs to coae down. It baa been 
conde ... ed by the state. I've talked with Jones and 
otbers and it's ay understanding that it can't be 
renovated.' 

Bngliab Jones, biaself a Lwabee Indian and president 
of t6e university says that the aatter ia entirely out 
of bia banda. •x•a willing to abide by tbe decision of tbe state,• 
be aa14 •ol4 Min bU conde•e4 bJ tbe atate. 
taada • btea to batld • facility to r~pl~ 



myself With prov ·d · 
student s . • He ad~ ~ng faci l ities for present and future 
cost of r es t ore (ei ~hat an ~noffici a l estimation of the 
of half a mill i o sdc

11
° ld Ma1n was i n t he ne i ghborhood 

n o ars (Ibid.). 

Those opposed to the demolition of Old Main saw t he issue in 

cultural terms, not economi c ones . Danf ord Dial argued t hat the 

building was an intregal part of the tribe's heri tage, a focus of 

its history . Be told the local paper that "It's a symbol. A 

symbol of Indian education and progress in the great state of 

North Carolina -- something that every Indian should treasure" 

(Ibid.). Janie Maynor Locklear, referring to Old Mai n as a 

visual symbol of Indian education, argued that "[i] f the building 

is demolished then the last ties between the Ind i ans and the 

university will be broken" (Pine Needle January 20, 1972). 

Danford Dial, Janie Maynor Locklear, and Carnell Locklear 

appealed to the Board of Trustees, asking t hem to change their 

mi nds, or at the very least, to allow the committee t ime to 

explore other options such as setting up a non-profit corporation 

to repair the building, and using it for a tribal museum. The 

board, however, refused to delay their decision (Ibid.). 

The save Old Main committee, realizing that the board was 

adamant, took steps to gain public support. Through rallies, 

deaonstrations, news articles, and an almost endless succession 

of aeetings they built a strong public appeal that increasingly 

Placed the Board of Trustees on the defensive. They gained 

support froa organization• like the National Congress of Aaerican 

Indiana, and proainent Indian leaders like Louis R. Bruce, tben 

CQiaiaaioner of Indian Affaire. &or did tbey neglect tbe wbite 

PGllticiaoa. !bey were able to get tbe aupport of gubernatorial 



hopeful Hugh Morton (Ralei h g News and Observer February 12, 

1972). In the middle of February, 1972, the governor of the 

state, Bob Scott, acknowledged r i i ece v ng "··· a letter from the 
White House urging the saving of the Old Main building on the 
campus of Pembroke State Onivers 1·ty" (G b reens oro Daily News 

February l3, l972). The governor did not commit himself to the 

building's restoration. 

The $truggle to save the building continued for a full year, 

and when it seemed that the committee would be victorious, 

tragedy st~uck. On March 18, 1973, Old Main was burned to the 

ground (Winston-Salem Journal March 19, 1973; Winston-Salem 

sentinel March 19, 1973). The tribe overcame this blow and 

pushed hard for reconstruction of Old Main, which they eventually 

accomplished. The building was completed by 1975 and made the 

site of the new Pembroke State University Native American 

Resource Center. 

The problem of Old Main had hardly been settled when the 

Lumbee leadership began its efforts to end the inequitous system 

controlling the Robeson county School Board elections. The 

system, called "double voting," allowed whites in the major 

towns to vote with the whites, who were in the minority in the 

re•ainder of the county, to maintain white control over the 

~~·~unty school system. Robeson county had five school 

trative units for the towns, all controlled by whites and 

a predominantly Indian population. Tbe five towns 

Lumberton, Red Springs, st. Paula~ 



drawing of the boundary lines of the white school systems 

significant numbers of blacks and Indians were excluded; thus 

integration meant the mixing of blacks and Indians. Residents of 

the town administrative units were allowed to vote for both town 

and county school board members. County residents could vote 

onlY in county elections. 

For 1972-1973, the county system consisted of 56.8 percent 

Indian and 22.8 percent black. In terms of staffing 58.7 percent 

of the professional staff were Indian and 17.3 percent were 

black; out of 544 teachers, 314 were Indian and 98 were black 

(Raleigh News and Observer April 20, 1973: 31; Winston-Salem 

Journal April 20, 1973). The county school board consisted of 

twelve members, two of whom were Indian and one of whom was black 

(Winston-Salem Journal May 10, 1973). Thus while the school 

system was predominantly Indian, it was dominated by whites, 

elected by voters who sent their children to different school 

systems. Given the importance of education to the Lumbees, this 

was an intolerable situation. In a few short years they had gone 

from an autonomous educational system to one that forced their 

children to be bused beyond the limits of their respective 

settlements, and that permitted outsiders to dictate their 

educational values. 

The battle to remedy this situation was led by Janie Maynor 

Locklear, Dexter Brooks, Harbert Moore, and Robert Mangua, aaong 

Others. In May, 1973, forty Lumbee leaders took their protest of 

double voting to the General Assembly (Raleigh News and Observer 

, 1973). When no satisfactory response appeared 11 

.,~,rs dec~ to sue in federal cou;t On4• 



voting Rights. Act (U.s. c . 
omm~ssion on Civil Rights 1974: 13). A 

hearing was held before Judge Algernon Butler, who denied relief 

(CIV January 18, 1973· 2) Th • • e case was then appealed to the 

Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, which on April 23, 1975, 

reversed Judge Butler and ordered a halt to town residents voting 

in county school elections (Winston-Salem sentinel March 17, 

1973). Within a year the composition of the Robeson county Board 

of Education changed from a majority of whites to a aajority of 

Indians. The county system at the time was over sixty percent 
i 

Indian (W~nston-Salem Journal April 30, 1973). 

The language of the Lumbee Bill continued to cause some of 

the tribal leaders problems. In 1974, they prevailed upon 

Congressman Charlie Rose and senator Jesse Helms to introduce 

legislation to clarify that the Lumbees were entitled to 

participate in non-Bureau of Indian Affairs federal programs on 

an equal basis with all other tribes. Hearings were held in 

April, 1974 (U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 1974: Winston-Salem 

Sentinel september 17, 1974). Brantley Blue, Linda Oxendine, 

Belen Scheirbeck, Tom Oxendine, Jo Jo Bunt, Purnell SWett, Rod 

Locklear, and others worked with Congressman Rose and Senators 

Erwin, Abourezk, and Helms. The bill drew opposition fro• tbe 

Tuscaroras led by Boward Brooks, the Bastern Band of Cherokee, 

and other reservation tribes (o.s. Bouse of Repr 

1974). Brooks ar-gued tbat what was peededt.Jfas a Olll•M!!L-1Cll 



senator Jesse Helms introduced ' d . 1 ent1ca1 legis lation. 
The House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs made its 

report on October 1, 1974, recommending enactment of B.R. 12216 

(u.s . House of Representatives 1974). John Xyl, Assistant 

secretary of the Interior, expressed his views on the legislation 

and recommended that more explicit language be used to make clear 

that the bill did not accord the Lumbees the status of a 

federally recognized tribe (Ibid.). The Bouse took no action on 

the bill that session; the following year Helms re-introduced the 
i 

bill in t~e Senate. Again the bill died. 

Although the efforts of the tribal leaders were effective in 

gaining the support of their congressmen, they were stopped by 

the mis-information and myopia of the administration, and the 

opposition of Indian groups, particularly the United southeastern 

Tribes and some federally recognized tribes that feared that 

their funding would be jeopardized by the addition of the 

Lumbees. 

Throughout the period the Lumbee tribe was undergoing an 

important organizational change. In 1968 a group of tumbee 

leaders including w.J. Strickland, James B. woods, Horace 

Locklear, Rod Locklear, A. Bruce Jones, Adolph Dial, and Tommy 

Dial, formed an organization to iaprove the econoaic 

conditions of the tribal aembers in Robeson and adjoin 

oounties, was aade necessary by t~e fail r 



80ard of Directors that 
was self-perpetuating. Its day-to-day 

operations were managed by an Executive Director; the first 
individual to hold this i i pos t on was Tommy Dial. 

In 1975 , LRDA's charter was changed to permit the election of 

tbe Board of Directors by members of the Lumbee tribe. Under the 

new charter there are seventeen members on the board; fourteen 

are elected by districts, while three are elected at large to 

represent Hoke County, Raleigh, North Carolina, and Baltimore, 

Maryland. In 1984, LRDA was empowered by the tribal members to 
i 

submit a petition on their behalf for federal recognition. 

SUMMARY 

In the nearly 300 years covered in this Historical Narrative 

we have demonstrated that the present-day Lumbee tribe descended 

from an indigenous Indian population of North carolina, that 

there was a recognized Indian community in existence as early as 

the 1750s, before there was any appreciable white settlement in 

the area, that that community with its leaders continued in the 

same location to the present day, and that that Indian community 

has maintained or exerted political leadership or control over 

its members. we have further argued that in all likelihood that 

coamunity was made up of members from a nuaber of tribes, the 

~at doainant one being tbe Cheraw. Finally, we have aa•~ 

tb• federtl, state and local governaenta ~tVI 



BJ.7 (A) A STATEMENT OF FACTS ESTABLISHING THAT THE PETITIONER 

BAS BEEN IDENTIFIED FROM HISTORICAL TIMES UNTIL THE 

PRESENT ON A SUBSTANTIALLY CONTINUOUS BASIS, AS 

"AMERICAN INDIAN," OR "ABORIGINAL." 

see Volume 2. 



CHART 1 
LUMBEE COMMUNITY 

.. ENT Of' 
DEVELOP'"' 

DATE 

Pre-1700 to 1703 : 

the oan River, Nc: h 
. on or neva:rginia southern lin~·· liVln9 the 1 "" cheraws ts near 

2 sett1emen pee oee' sc the 
Circa 1703-1737: 

172 5: 

1 · vin9 on ) 
cheraws l . wacoma (Waccamaw Trib~ 

P shOWln9 
aerbert'~n~acreek 
on orownl the cheraws do not liv~ 

Prior to 

ll sc that 
17 27 : catawbas . ~~" them 

"along Wl Cheraws gives up Cherq.., 
lc' ng of the Robert theh lpee oee, sc 

1 nds on t e . 1737: 

a . . 9 cheraw land 1n sc 
1739: 1 h People inhabltllnoutlaws and fugitives we s t sever a f . complain tha whom are mullato or o a mlXed 

from NC most of . nt to them are a pest qnd a 
blood, living adJace 
nuisance 

1739: 
Pee Dee River, sc complain 

welsh settledrsc~~raw Indians coming back to of Peedee an 
hunt 

Rowan ' s Proclama. tion saying Drowning 1753: Governor d 
Creek is frontier to In lans 

1754 : John and Major Locklear in Bladen County land 
records on Long swamp (present day Prospect) 

1754: Mixed crew shot a surveyor in Bladen, reportedly 
holding land without patent 

1767: James Lowrie appears in Bladen County land 
records 

1768: Phillip Chavis appears in Bladen land records 

1768: Charles Oxendine appears in Bladen county land records on the Long swamp 

1772: Ish•ael Chavis appears in Bladen county land records 

Cuabos appear in Bladen County land records 

list 



g3. 7 (B) EVIDENCE THAT A SUBSTANTIAL 

GROUP INHABITS A SPECIFIC 
PORTION OF THE PETITIONING 

AREA OR LIVES IN A COMMUNITY 

VIEWED AS AMERICAN INDIAN AND DISTINCT FROM OTHER 

POPULATIONS IN THE AREA, AND THAT ITS MEMBERS ARE 

DESCENDANTS OF AN INDIAN TRIBE WHICH HISTORICALLY 

INHABITED A SPECIFIC AREA. 

THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

The nature of tribal organization in North Carolina in the 

period from first contact to the middle of the eighteenth century 

has been described in the ''Historical Narrative." In summary, 

there were three linguistic stocks represented -- Iroquoian, 

Algonkian, and Siouan -- and these, in turn, are represented in 

the documents and the subsequent anthropological literature by a 

number of tribal units. Due to the disastrous impact of European 

trade, raids and settlement, disease epidemics, and resultant 

population decline, combined with warfare among the tribes which 

included raids from tribes as far away as New York, those tribes 

in North carolina exhibited a wide variety of sociocultural 

adjustments. They moved frequently, and divided and merged to 

form new units. It is fair to assume that only a part of this 

Ptocess has survived in the records. 

As pointed out in the naistorical Narrative,n English 

the area of the Pee Dee River began in the early 

At that time there were a number of Siouan 

--~~ning Creek, including the Cheraw, the 
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Pedee, and the Waccamaw (H 
N: 8-9). 

The locations of these Indian 
settlements, as well as th 0 

ers in the area, are found on John 
Herbert's map of 1725. 

There are at least five historical 
references to the Indian 

community on Drowning Creek. 
In 1753, Governor Rowan of North 

carolina identified the area where the 
present-day Lumbees live 

as"··· a Frontier to the Indians" (New Bern, North Carolina 
Gazette July 7, 1753). The 1754 r eport on Bladen county 

specifically refers to "Drowning Creek on the head of Little 

pedee, 50 families a mixt Crew (or breed] .. . " (NCSA 1754: TR. 

1-16). A 1771 newspaper article reported that an escaped criminal 

was captured " • .• near Drowning Creek, in the Charraw settlement" 

(South Carolina Gazette October 3, 1771). Further evidence of the 

existence of an Ind ian community can be taken from "A List of the 

Mob Railously Assembled together for Bladen County." This list 

contains many traditional Lumbee names such as Sweat, Dees, 

Locklear, Chavours (Chavis), and Carsey. The list helps link the 

community identified in 1754 and 1771 to the present-day Lumbee 

community. There is further evidence that the names connected 

With the Lumbee community were resident during the eighteenth 

century. Pension records from the Revolutionary war period 

include the following surnames: Brooks, Locklear, Bell, Bunt, 

Revels, cummings, and Hammonds (HN: 16). 

The first federal census contains the names of forty-eight 

households who are identified as wall other free 

·~~~-~irty-five of these households were Lumbee. These 

contained a total of 181 persons (U.s. 

addition, there are a number of 
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~individuals listed as free Whites who 
have Lumbee surnames. 

These includ~ Kersey, Hunt, Strick land . . 
s incl d ' Wllklns, and Bullard. 

The name u ed as other free pe rsons are Hammonds, Lockleer, 

Scott, Revil, Lowry, Bunt, 

Kersey. Only two possessed 

Chavers, Brooks, Oxendin e, Braveboy, 
Ransome, Harding, Cumbo c ' arter, and 
slaves: James Lowrie and c ' annon Cumbo. 

There is no question that an Indian community existed on 

first quarter of the eighteenth 

the community was . d 

orowning Creek from at least the 

century, and that 1 entified as a Cheraw 
settlement. This settlement formed the nucleus of the present 

Lumbee tribe. There i 1 s c ear and compelling evidence based on 

the continuity of f amily na mes, as well as other genealogical 

data, that the community was the antecedent of the present- day 

Lumbee Indian community of Robeson county. 

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY - ANTEBELLUM PERIOD 

The federal censuses of 1800 and 1820, while adding little 

about the organization of the community, do indicate that there 

was a growing and stable free population. The same family names 

listed above appear throughout. In 1850 the census bureau 

increased the number of categories surveyed. For the first time 

enumerators recorded the names of every individual in the 

household, along with place of birth, literacy, occupation, and 

Value of personal property. From this it is possible to draw some 

The household numbers suggest that the tumbees 

neighborhoods, separated by white 

-~u~·rw~eion•l whites living among the 



rndians. Most of th e adult male Lumbees either worked their own 
1and or hired out as 1 b a orers, while a few had trades such as 

blacksmith and cooper Total · personal property values were low, 

generally between $50 and $100, compared with whites, whose 

values ran slightly higher, $50 to $250. (O.S . census 1850). 

Using data from the 1850 United States census, as well as 

birth, marriage, death, court and property records, and oral 

traditions we are able to identify 168 households headed by 

ancestors of the present-day tribal members in Robeson county 

circa 1850 . These households were clustered in three general 

areas. The principal settlement extended from Moss Neck on the 

east to Wakulla on the west, and was located between sack swamp 

on the south and Bear Swamp and its tributaries on the north. It 

contained 121 households . Approximately ten miles to the 

northeast was a second settlement along Saddletree swamp, to the 

northeast of Lumberton . This contained twenty-nine households. 

The third settlement area was southeast of the main settlement in 

the area of Fairmont and contained eighteen households (Map 19: 

Chart 2). 
Of the 168 Indian households we were able to identify the kin 

relations of sixty-six. These are portrayed on Chart 2 and Map 

20. It is apparent that by 1850 every principal Lumbee name was 

represented in the community. These included descendants from 

families of Major and John Locklear, James Lowrie, Ishmael 

Charles Oxendine, and cannon Cumbo, who were living in 

in the 1750s (Chart 2). In addition, other 

names are present: Bullard, Dial, Quick, 

carter, Jacobs, Ransom, Hammonds, 

, 



eell, and Goins . 

Because of the paucity of d 
ata on some families it is not 

possible to show the kin linkages 
among all of the households, 

although we are convinced th 
at such linkages exist. Additionally, 

little data exist for the two settlement areas -- Saddletree and 

Fairmont -- making it difficult to show how these Lumbees were 

related to each other and who their kin were in the other 

settlements. In the 8addletree area there are seven households 

for which some data exist. Nathaniel Revells lived in 316S (the 

number refers to the number of the household in the 1850 u.s. 

Census, the letters "8" and "U"' indicate "Southern" and "Opper" 

divisions respectively); his son Jonathon lived in 218S. Jonathon 

was married to Hardy Bell's daughter . Nelson Smith {157S) was 

married to another one of his daughters. Bell (3215) was a 

prominent and prosperous member of the community who owned 

property in the city of Lumberton. Revels had two sons who lived 

in the main settlement. They were owen (9498), married to Dorcas 

Hammond, and Elijah (9515). There was a second family cluster 

living in the 8addletree area, that of William Goins, Sr. (3458). 

Be had a son William (3445) married to Levisa Locklear, and a 

daughter Margaret (3428) married to Malcolm Locklear. Both 

spouses were Indians. 

In addition, there were some thirty-four households occupied 

by Indians in these two settlements, and based solely upon 

surnames, it is likely that many of these were related to one 

another. These households are listed below. 

Saddle tree Fairmont 

J.S.2S Daniel Revells 



153S Mary Hammons 
163S W~lliam Carter 
181S K1nlaw Hunt 
201S Eliza Jacobs 
208S Ollen Hammonds 
216S Orra Hammonds 
220S Alfred Chavis 
226S Hardy Wilkins 
228S David Wilkins 
322S Sally Bell 
331S Jarvis Hammons 
340S Leachy Hammons 
343S Eli Hammons 
346S Jeremiah Revels 
347S Winny Revells 
348S David Revells 

390S sarah Hammons 
760S Samuel Brayboy 
773S John Oxendine 
774S William Locklear 
778S Lewis Hunt 
779S Edward Hunt 
791S James Jacobs 
788S Cade Chavis 
795S James Chavis 
815S John B. Lewis 
858S Kiziah Hunt 
860S Lovett Hunt 
865S Lewis Oxendine 
872S Jordan Chavis 
875S Wilson Chavis 
729S Olivia Hardin 

The data for the main settlement are the more extensive. 

Chart 2 illustrates the extent of intermarriage among the Lumbee 

ancestors. The dominant family lines are Locklears, Lowries, and 

oxendines. Married into these kin lines are the Dials, Deeses, 

Chavises, Sweats, Bullards, Cumbos, and carters. As pointed out 

above, the consistency in family names and the relative proximity 

of the households, clearly establishes that these families were 

acting together and were isolated from the whites and blacks in 

the area. There is no doubt that there was a well-established 

separate Indian community in Robeson County in 1850. 

The main settlement was located in the area of the present 

settlement of Prospect. This is the area where Major and John 

Locklear lived, where the "Mob Railously Assembled." 

property was located where the present Prospect 

United Methodist Church are located. 
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