a predominant

area P 1y Lumbee OCcupied, it ywas almost totally owned
Lumbee famili

by €S, who held the land throughout the century.

is had importa
L028 p At implications for the maintenance of the social

whites; 1iving in a homogeneous environment provided security and
freedom. Their ties were strengthened with each generation by
intra-tribal marriages. The pattern of first cousin marriage
prevalent throughout the first three-quarters of the century
enhanced tribal solidarity and preserved the land base of the
major families. As will be demonstrated in Criterion 83.7(c),
most of the tribal leaders of the last quarter of the nineteenth
century came from this area.

In view of what is known about the Lumbee community in the

1880s it is possible to construct a general description of the

community some thirty years earlier. It was a rural Indian

ébmmﬁnify with small farms scattered and strung along the swamps,
The Lumbees made
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gettlement, a systep s
o decision-making that continues among some

families today (Campisij
mpisi 1985-1987 fieldnotes) As described in

the "Historical NarratiVQ,u Fhis
Was a period of intense racism

irected against t
| 4 g he Lumbees, a factor that led to greater group
| solidarity and insularity,

buring the ante-bellum period few Lumbees had access to
schools. Prior to 1850, whites hag established a number of
private academies in the county (Barnes 1931: 31). Two of these,
located at Philadelphus and Raft Swamp, were close to Indian
settlements. The tradition among the Indians is that a few
Indian individuals were allowed to attend these white schools,
primarily on the basis of their light skin color (Mangum
September, 1984). An alternative possibility, that concerning
religious education, may be more plausible. There is at least one
reference to mission schools in the area occupied by the Lumbees.

The Presbyterian minister Hector McLean wrote in his diary that

on Sunday, July 31, 1836.
When I

Preached to the poor mulatoes of Robeson.
reached here, found the Sabbath School going on. This
day three months, I was here before, and I clearly
perceived that the scholars are rapidly progres:
The progress of the school is such as to speak |
the diligence of the scholars, and of the at
the teachers - The congregation was very -
subject the same as last Sabbath. Many =

- The tears were trickling down ful
many - the Lord gai '
th.




gorsconcentiated i) a single location, it is fair to assume that
other Protestant congregations existed. 1t may be that no church
buildings existed, and that the meetings were held under brush

arbors or in private homes.
NINETEENTH CENTURY -- POST CIVIL WAR

The Civil War had a significant impact on the Lumbee
community. As described in the "Historical Narrative," the
community members had tended to support the southern cause at the
beginning of the conflict, but the refusal to allow the Lumbees
to fight in the Confederate Army, combined with brutal
conscription methods caused many Lumbee men to desert and hide
out. As the war's end approached, the hostility between the

Lumbees and the pro-Confederate whites heightened, culminating in

the events that led to the murder of the Lowries. From 1865

through 1874 Robeson County was in a virtual state of civil war.

Although he and his band were hunted continuously, and rewards

were qffeted for his capture, Henry Berry Lowrie was able not

SINTS

?fiy‘ta escape capture, but to move with relative freedom wlthEP
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The Lowrys clearly made an impact, as we have seen, on
the home territory of the Lumber River Indians. They
appeared on the scene at a particularly difficult period
in the history of the Indians. At this time the armed
resistance gf the plains Indians had been smashed, their
numbers decimated, while the Indians of the eastern
seaboard had known little but defeat and increasing
humiliation for a hundred years. With the triumph of a
frankly racist party during Reconstruction, it appeared
that nothing could stop the winners from putting the
Lumber River Indians into the same half-free "place" in
which they generally succeeded in putting blacks. But
the effort failed. It appears to have failed,
furthermore, to a great extent because of the bold deeds
of the Lowrys, which filled the Lumber River Indians
with a new pride of race, and a new confidence that,
despite generations of defeat, revitalized their will to
survive as a people (Evans 1971: 259).

It is not that the ruling white political structure did not

try to force the Lumbees to accept second class citizenship. The

state, in establishing separate school systems, denied them

access to the white schools. The Lumbees refused to send their

children to those established for blacks, and thereby stymied the

state and county. But the price was high. For more than fifty

years Lumbees were without educational facilities for their

children, except for a few private and church related efforts. It

was because of this treatment that education took on such

import
.
able to force local and state officials to establish a separate

ance in the Lumbee community. In the end, the Lumbees were
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. vu" - ‘I‘ ST N . v

lgaderg'tQiCQDCQBttateithe communitng
R rEEh . ATR_ SAS uil ALt 4
-es and party that supported their

RASLoN Lhieegs” tXs saqed S KW
forts was the acts of 1885 and
e R R el LY

- —

|18




T EEE R R R ——

by a three member Indian school committee that had the power to

both hire and fire teachers, and to determine the eligibility of
pupils to attend. By 1900 the county had established schools in
eleven areas. These corresponded to the principal Lumbee
settlements and schools were located in the townships of
Alfordsville, Back Swamp, Burnt Swamp, Lumberton, Raft Swamp,
Saddletree, Smiths, sSt. Pauls, Thompsons, White House, and
Wwisharts (RCHS 1900: 16-17).

In 1887 the legislature approved the establishment of the
Indian Normal School. As previously described, the school had a
difficult beginning, and depended entirely on community support
for the purchase of land and the construction of buildings. The

establishment of elementary and secondary schools was severely

hampered by the lack of Indian teachers; it was the normal

school's responsibility to remedy this. 1Its approach was to

serve as an elementary school and to provide in-service training

for teachers. Ordinarily, those who taught in the one and

two-room schools were themselves the graduates of these schools.

Many dropped out, but some persisted, taking additional training

PR AN . 5
1£ %ecame available. This growing cadre of-teachers“-as A S
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removed recognized boundaries and the construction of a complex

of town, county, and state roads. As Sider has noted:

.+. the central part of the county is almost entirely
Indian. There are not many "deep swamps" in this region
now - a few places where the water stands visible all
year around, and the moss and the cypress are thickly
intertwined. There are many "swamps" which look to the
passerby like damp woods - five to fifteen - miles long,
and_often no more than a few hundred yards, or at their
maximum a half-mile wide. Roads cross these thin swamps
easily, but skirt the deep swamps. Interlacing this area
are the "canals" - drainage canals leading to the Lumbee
River or one of the smaller creeks - which are, despite
their name, little more than ditches, six or eight feet
across, with their banks choked with weeds, brush, and
trees. The canals and thin swamps divide central
Robeson County into a multitude of named areas -
Saddletree, Rennert, Prospect, Mt. Airy, Philadelphus,
Back Swamp, Burnt Swamp, Raft Swamp, Moss Neck, Smiths,
Union, Alfordsville. Road directions to these places are
given in terms of the number of swamps or canals to
cross, and place names change across swamps and some
canals. From the air, the houses and farms would look
uniformly distributed - the locales usually do not have
more densely settled centers. But these minor
geographic features - hardly noticeable driving at forty
miles an hour - mark major communal divisions among the

Lumbee (1971: 66-67).
In many instances, the community name is the same as the

principal church in that area, or the swamp it was bounded by.

Table 5 - Lumbee Settlements and Churches CA 1920

Settlement Churches
Burnt Swamp Burnt Swamp Baptist 187
: ) Magnolia Baptist 1894

Mt Moriah Baptist _ ca 1896
Hammond United Methodist 1792
Bethel Hill Baptist '

Olive-nagt1§t




Antioch

Ashpole Antioch Baptist 1897

Dogwood Baptist 1904
Fairmont Ashpole United Methodist 1880
Sandy Plains Pleasant View 1901
Prospect Sandy Plains United Methodist 1906

Prospect United Methodist pre 1871
Hopewell New Prospect Holiness Methodist 1901
Pembroka Hopewell Holiness Methodist 1906

Oxendine-Cherokee Cherokee Holiness Methodist 1919

Union Chapel Uni -
(Campisi 1985-1987 fieldnot:g)?hapel Holiness Methodist 1860

In some cases the name's origin has long been lost. Since the
Indian settlements predate the municipal subdivisions, some
settlements are within one town or district, while in other cases
the settlements extend beyond these political limits. Pembroke
is the one exception. It developed as a result of the
intersection of two rail lines. Originally, the two railroads
were planned to intersect at Moss Neck, just east of Pembroke,
but the opposition of a prominent citizen prevented it. In 1895
the town of Pembroke was incorporated, and it soon became the

trading center for the area (Thomas 1982: 177). Thus, with the

EXCeption'of Pembroke, the settlement pattern cannot be
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prutally Plain. Indians could not eat in white restaurants, get a
grink of water or lemonade in white drug stores, or sit in the
nwhite only" section of a doctor's waiting room. Two white
communities in particular were noted for their unrelenting racial
attitudes: Red Springs and Lumberton (Campisi 1985-1987,

fieldnotes). One man described his first contact with racism in

the following way.

I have an experience that put a scar in my heart and in
my life. My first nickel that I attempted to spend for
a goodie was in Red Springs, North Carolina. 1 went to
the counter and asked for an ice cream cone and the lady
behind the counter looked at my face and said, "I don't
have any ice cream." Her friend dashed in from an
errand and asked for a cone of cream and she dished her
a nice delicious cone of vanilla ice cream. 1'd been a
young boy and very proud of my nickel and wanted to
spend it for an ice cream cone on that hot day. I
returned to the counter and said "Lady, please give me a
cone of that ice cream." She bent over the counter and
almost spit in my face and yelled for me as a croatan to
"Get out of that st I wasn't getting any ice
cream. From that until this my desire and love for
Red Springs ha changed. I went away as a
thirteen- ' had to go to a shanty where
there was roes and unclad, dirty
: e back window. That's where I
ice cream cone (Dial 1971).
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-- required little direct contact With the white owner. There was
geldom contact with the owner's house .

fEEidtdithe lunbecs accept errant racial designations,
whether accidental or not, mpe Robesonian printed a retraction
for having referred to Amos pe1; Of Ten Mile Swamp as a "darky."
"That was a mistake and if the reporter had not been too busy to
observe when 'Uncle' Amos called he would have known better.
'‘Uncle' AmOS is a highly respected Indian" (Robesonian August 10,
1914: 1). Two years earlier the same paper corrected the
identification of J.B. Sweat as a Negro. "The Robesonian tries
to be accurate about these things but in a county where there are
three separate races [of] people from whom information is gotten
[we] are sometimes mistaken as to the race to which some people

belong and it is impossible to avoid mistakes" (Ibid. March 14,

1912: 4).
There were four types of land arrangements among the Lumbees.

The best of these, from the Lumbee standpoint, was land

ownership. The family operated its own farm as a unit; the
children were expected to work in the fields along with the

adults. Often, boys and girls started working around age eight. |
The rule of thumb was that a family with one mule could farm

L e (
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farmers found themselves in debt and off the land.

Tenancy was a second type of land holding. The individual
rented @ house and land, generally from a white landlord, and
furnished his own equipment and seed. The land owner might
arrange for credit for the tenant, and after the crop was sold,
the tenant would settle up. Since the tenant seldom kept (or was
incapable of keeping) records, there was usually a feeling that
he had been defrauded by the owner (Sider 1971: 74). The third
form was sharecropping. There were two variants. In one the
sharecropper furnished the labor, mule and half the seed, the
crops, generally cotton and tobacco, were divided equally with
the landowner. In the other the sharecropper furnished nothing
but labor, in which case the land owner took two-thirds of the
crop. In the first type the sharecropper could just make it,
providing there was a good crop and price. In the second, there
was little likelihood of getting by without incurring debt. This 4g

had the effect, in some instances of virtually binding-théhman

and his family to the land (Ibid: 75). Finally, many families
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pefore then. The house he lived in was not sealed; one could see

out through the walls ang see the ground through the spaces

petween the floor boards. rThe house had two fireplaces plus a

kitchen stove where his mother cooked; as a small boy he slept in

the kitchen and started the stove in the morning. There was in
the house, in addition to his four siblings, a number of his

father's children from a previous marriage.

His mother died when he was about thirteen, and his father

phired him out to a white farmer for eight dollars a month. "Gave

me plenty of hard work and something to eat."” That lasted a

year, during which his father hired out his brother on the same

terms. He continued to work for others with the money going to

his father until the age twenty when he went on his own and hired

himself out. With a little cash and a credit from another Lumbee

farmer he rented some land, and the following year, he married

(Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes). While descriptions by other

individuals vary in detail, they are consistent in presenting a

a sizeable number of-the'Lumbees;ﬂiﬂmfﬁﬁngéans‘;
ings working the farm as a cooperative
' A i, . 3




1900
1900 Fe?e;gl
Indian , census ! ndaian
dings
zgﬁgegoéflAgres Population i&“ﬁ
Townships 158 | ;wt
Alfordsville 292 387 6‘5
. . l .
Back Swamp 2P0k "
18 0
Blue Springs 0 2
Britts 0 )
Burnt Swamp 9,742.25 A 1,65
Howellsville 89.75 12 1.4
Lumber Bridge 0 9 0
Lumberton 1,214.75 164 1.41
k Maxton 526.75 204 2,58
'hj Red Springs 25 Faiagil

2, 644, 15




' ect (see Tabl ;
prospP e 6). Marriages within the settlements and

amily were co :
the £ mmon and cousin marriage was accepted, at least

ears be
in the Y fore 1900. There were, of course, many who married

outside the settlements. In the cages where family-owned land was

available, the husband commonly brought his wife to his

community. TO be near one's family was paramount concern and
contributed to intra-community marriages as well as marriages
into adjacent settlements.

There was considerably more mobility among those who were

They located wherever land was available to rent or

jandless.
In 1900

gharecrop, and moved as economic conditions warranted.
The Indian

there were 3,877 Lumbees (U.S. Census 1901l: 550-51).
population was concentrated in the central part of the county,
with Burnt Swamp Township having nearly a fifth of the total,
followed by Thompson and Smith townships (Seib 1982: 11; Table
Indian ownership of land followed a similar pattern,

7).
concentrated in the central part of the county and with the same

three townships ranked in the same order (Ibid: 14; Table 7 ).
Despite the concentration of Indian-owned land in certain

townships, the majority of the land in these townships was owned
by whites (Ibid: 6; Table 8), although often farmed by Indians.

mbee communities, but in general they kept in conta
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TABLE 8

TOWNSHIP

Alfordsville
Back Swamp
Blue Springs
Britts
Burnt Swamp

Howellsville

Lumber Bridge
Lumberton

TOTAL ACE
1900

INDIANS

292
2,597.41

0

0
9,742.25

89.75

0
1,214.75

526.75

0

855
25
2,644.15
935.75

RAGE PER THE/RACE

WHITES

37,639
18,713.58
33,499.25
38,503.75
13,558.25
36,584.17
48,203.15
18,838
26,384.05
13,159
8,557
23,906.74
16,047.41
40,835.03

BLAQRS

1,97 S
2,951.* m
22, E
1,393, E
961 ‘ .

1,068, |
2,95,
1,226
1,592,
1,038
152
1,525
663
2,584
2,403

308






successful as 5 ¢
Chavis died pogr -rMef Or railrpag

o €r. Although Rev.
frequently sgldr he always appeared to beoﬂgppy?vand he

the Lorg" + and o bVlously bel " i i
(Dial and Eljades 1975 1%18215)1 am rich with

the minister'
" g8sssnce there were lay ministers from the

congregation to lead the WOrship, and an occasional guest

minister to preach. 1n Mmany houses the family prayed both

morning and night, with a Parent, generally the father, reading
passages from the Bible to family members. While women never
served as ministers, they were, nonetheless, very active in
church affairs. They were, as one elderly man described, "the
prayingest women." Church going was a social event, although
never secular.

Family and church were not the only abiding and consuming
interests of the Lumbee community; there was the need and desire
io: education. Because the Lumbees could not go to white schools

| énd would not attend schools for blacks, this need was manifested

ki
;qn the application of pressure on the state to provide them a

.;gpa:age~system of education. The process by which this was

‘ A &
which obtalns between education and the maintenancea

e L8

.n.‘ ||'-.....

gted on Table 5 had a school.=.._ I
g MRE: waze . inflcaties {Hgy'
ments andl those served by schools




' iculum, with em .
curtl Phasis on reading, Writing, and mathematics
{ ]

___ipline was stri
piscipli trict and corporal Punishment common. One

._aiyvidual recou
1nd1V1du nted how his mother had told his teacher, who was
r

is aunt, ",
h ' to whip me every day and she d4id just about

(LOHP 1982).

also
everyY day"
while the county provided a small amount of funding for the
schools, each settlement had to raise money needed to purchase
pooks and materials. This was done through a variety of
activities. For example, there were "shadow socials." A sheet
was hung Up in a room and a few girls were put behind it. The
poys would bid for the girls and the lunch they had prepared.
rhere were also box lunches sold and "cake cuttings.” Men would

pid on the box lunch and the successful bidder won the lunch,
-5 2it

w

which he shared with the woman or girl who had prepared.iﬁi

often, a girl baked a cake and slices of it were sold. mg_g
‘:r. ey
B

who baked the best cake received a small prize. These same

ide fo@
LR AT !l!_

At this event the children received new clothes,; e
s & nd
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itations, singing and t
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P 1 ]
rellg1°US ines As early as least 1914 the community was

holding annual picnics. 1n that year a picnic was held at Union

chapel. The reporter for the Robesonian wrote a lengthy
gescription of the event, which honoring three deceased friends
of the tribe - Hamilton McMillan, Colonel N.A. McLean, and R.W.
pivermore - and included speeches by a number of white candidates
for public office. The meeting was opened by the Reverend Steve
A. Hammond, and the speakers were introduced by D.F. Lowry, who
the reporter described as "... a bright young Indian teacher and
farmer." He added:

Prof. Lowery was on the programme for a speech, too, and
he made about the best speech of the occasion. He is a
pleasing speaker and his speech was full of wit and
humor. He started out by thanking God he was not a
candidate, though his speech was sandwiched in between
the speeches of candidates and told how to interest
candidates when they come to see you so they will forget
to talk politics. He said it didn't take him but three
minutes to outspeak a candidate; and hanged if he didn't
prove it (Robesonian July 27, 1914: 1).

The picnic was under the direction of Calvin F. Lowrey, H.P.

Lowrey, W. N. Baker, and P. B. Lowrey. The assemblage was j

4

gpggrtained by "... a string band of India“fhoysgf.nigiﬁnﬂ!rﬁﬁﬁjh
fiddle: - is. ba and P.R. Chavis, guitar - [w de
fiddle; B.F. Chavis, banjo; and P.R. Chavis, guitar - [

' music." After the speeches "An ex dinner was
CRAEGERSE- Co SLALe§ .’P_\". ...1; ;..ﬁ';—' I : v8
visitors in the school hc




nearp;g:égoield at the Indian Normal school
the folks b €, Saturday. Early in the morning

e
t?ﬁz Egrg:;her from all parts of the county
SO large that it was de Speaking to begin the crowd was

occasion, Congressman ecided to let the speakers of the

H.L. i
Chadbourn, speak out in theGodwxn and Mr. J.A. Brown of

could hear open where all the people

(Ibid. August 30, 1915: 1),
aps in the example of the Unijon Chapel picnic in 1914, "... the
speakers and several other white persons present, including this
reporter, were invited upstairs by Jim Dial, a prosperous Indian
farmer, where he had prepared a sumptuous dinner, one that was
most highly enjoyed by all who were so fortunate as to partake
thereof" (Ibid.).

These picnics served a number of important purposes in the
Lumbee community. They brought together friends and families
from different settlements. FPamilies would pack food baskets and
leave early in the morning to arrive in time. They would set up
ﬁﬁgi; arbors and tents and spend the day with other family
ﬁéﬁﬁérs. They offered the opportunity for chidren from different |

L LA ; 341 .
'schools and settlements to play together, for young people to |
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yﬂfrﬁmaandzadultsrto visit and gossip. In addition, the¥-9§923é§§4
ST : ' : P TAT  S

an e nt opportunity for the tribal leaders to demonstrate

to white politicians and for the pol
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invited to megée Of the Indian race are hereby cordially

for sacred worshi

¥ 1 153
will worship togeghzgdtﬁha“ksglvlgg. All denominations
citizens will pe Prepar gre and dinner for the aged
the ministers to attgnde g@rst_ A special call to all
by Elder H.H. Lo . lrst sermon to be delivered
succession is t::fY- Other ministers to serve in
Sisters wiil o € expectation of the public. The good
see everybod r;ng well-filled baskets. Our wish is to
Indian race { O Robeson and adjoining counties of the
Thanksgivin :;n out that day, that can come, to
o Ehiatas ?t -fVice. We should give special attention
supreme auth +S appointed a day of thanksgiving by the
Airna? and dO:}ty Of our country. Don't forget to bring
are to be prggegtf°293t Fhii all religious denominations

specia t i y
Come one; come ;11.9 Y the ministers
Rev., Z.R. Chavis.

Pembroke, N.C,.
(Robesonian November 18, 1915: 6)

Since much of the Lumbee community's efforts and energies
were directed toward education, it is not surprising that
education provided an important focus for a number of social
groupings. There were, first of all, local school activities
that involved fundraising, pageants, and school graduations. For
example, to raise funds for a new school in Lumberton township
J.E. Dial sponsored a picnic that netted $800 (Ibid. July 23,

iéﬂiéiﬁﬁ August 5, 1907: 5). Such rallies, with their prominent

, guests, dinners (usually box suppers were sold), and

were a common occurrence in the community (Campisi

school activities there were also annual



Pembroke, N.c 0
_ +L., Oct. 1st
{Robesonlan October 6, lélé?lgi

pumbee community. Like the other activities referred to above,
these reinforced the Lumbee sense of themselves as a distinct and
separate people. It is important to note that in every case the
newspapers referred to them as such.

Teachers were brought together on a reqgular basis for
teachers training at the normal school. These were held for a
week during the school year (Ibid. October 14, 1907: 4; Ibid.
November 7, 1907: 3), or for a two week period during the summer
(Ibid. August 10, 1914: 1; February 8, 1915: 8). The workshops
included topics such as "The importance of libraries in the
public school,” "The importance of Reading ," and "How to
Identify the Teaching of Arithmetic with Life." Very often the

instructors of these sessions were members of the tribe (Ibid.

February 26, 1915: 2). V
< i Y ‘_l'.;_ iy = . X |
Around 1907 the Lumbees formed a teacher's association. The

secretary of this organization was D.F. Lowry; other

ot get a strong res

- e

al meetings did r




were present so they coyilg teach them many things'" (Ibid.
pecember 16, 1907: 3). prom these somewhat inauspicious
peginnings the teacher's association grew rapidly, concentrating
its efforts on teaching methods, Beyond this function,the
association served as a means to indoctrinate new teachers with
the values of the Lumbees, as well as to standardize teaching and
reinforce the tribal members' sense of themselves as a separate
and unique social group. The school committees had a similar

organization that met to discuss common concerns. This group was

closely tied to the trustees of the normal school as witness the

following announcement:

The Indian public school committeemen, of Robeson county |
are hereby notified to meet at the Indian Normal school |
on §a;urday, July 17th, 1915, for the purpose of

advising some plan for the good of our public schools in

the future.
This meeting is real important. The details of this

meeting will be made known on the date of the meeting.
Hope all the public school committeemen will be present

at this meeting.
By order of the board of trustees of the Indian Normal

: ) school.
G.G. Locklear,
Committeeman.

(Robesonian July 12, 1915: 6).
?ih&lly, sometime around the beginning of the twentieth

¥ s x i
tury the Lumbees formed their own agricultural association,

hich survives
l'j; .r't - B - '..
ern of the other organizations in the
. Bysees ¢ 44 30, B2

, it is obvious that the associa




PrgnesLuabe¢ ERmRAOLL Vi They were a vital means for the
community to express its interests and values. Bearing in mind
the poverty in the community, they functioned as a tangible
expression of the community's solidarity. while there existed a
strong sense of pride in family and locality which tended to
isolate some individuals, sharing religious experiences with

others through church associations and inter-denominational

meetings and revivals, offset emerging parochial attitudes. The

same held true for the other more socially and politically
oriented meetings. All of these social networks focused on key

individuals and families, a subject that will be discussed in

83.7 (CJI
There were more informal occasions and activities that

They shared hard times and grief. If

brought Lumbees together.
fire destroyed a house, members from the settlement would gather

to rebuild. They would take up a collection of clothes and

“@ﬁinfturé? a member of the family would provide temporary

'I#@ﬁ@iingm In cases of sickness, when a man could not do household

prepare the fields, or harvest the crops, neighbors would
: People regularly

rk until the individual was able.
i@ﬁﬂ*ﬁﬁﬂ*ﬁfﬁgpingfsblac&,VOné elderly
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jteer 2 period of time the body was Placed in a coffin and placed
in the deceased's hope, Friends ang family would th S have
an all-night "sitting yp, » A ol gather ?n |
coffee, but no food, was serveg i R e
py wagon to the church for a + The next day the body was taken
Service, then to the gravesite. On
some occasions the only service was that given at the gravesite
(1bid.).

Marriages were handled more matter-of-factly. There was no
church service, the individuals just "slipped off" to places such
as Dillon, South Carolina, paid a small fee, and were married.
They returned home, sometimes not announcing their marriage to
the families for days or even weeks. Occasionally, when friends

and family knew of the impending nuptials they would prepare the

"wedding bed," or hold a shivaree. Generally, however, marriages

passed without much notice (Ibid.).

Families produced most of the items they needed, but there

were a number of things that had to be purchased. There were

three types of stores available. The smallest were commissaries,

little more than pantries where an individual could buy or barter

@%&u&gﬁlﬁg:of'tobacco, coffee, sugar, and the like. Most Lumbee




information : .
of ’ brlnglng together members of different

settlements.
peri:::::?::uiot::lia::c:n:t::nter nefghbors gathered
slaughter hogs, raise barns L. Families joined together to
: and buildings, saw wood, and shuck

corn. Sometimes the women of the household would prepare a meal,
put more often the only refreshment offered was coffee, along
with peanuts and candy. while secular music and dancing were
frowned upon, they apparently occurred with some frequency, as
did passing a jug of homemade whiskey. These were occasions
marked by plenty of conversation, joking and laughter, and like
all the other activities within the community, were restricted to
Lumbees.

Women took pride in their houses, spartan as they might be.
The floors were kept clean and the porches scrubbed until they
"showed yellow." Clothes were boiled in homemade soap, then

scrubbed against a wash board, dried, starched, and~irnnéd@;ﬁgimgf

a good cook and baker was rewarded by having one's box lunch,
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she "wasn't hj ;

that " his auntije," Underlying these behaviors was the
ied danger i i

impli ger of being subjected to gossip if your house was not

ou
clean, your children not respectful, and your family's behavior

he churches
T eXerted strong pressures to conform. Individuals

could be censored by the congregation and expelled if they failed

"mend their wa o
to "m ys In matters that were considered serious,

the offending man might be visited by a

such as adultery,
If that didn't work he

delegation of elders from the church.
might be visited again and "given a beating." Until the guilty

parties had mended their ways and begged forgiveness they might

be subjected to ostracism by the congregation. Long after

repentance, there would still be gossip. While most things could
forgiven, marrying black could not ana*youﬁgFQéople were kept

away from any contacts with blacks. Individuals wpg marrzed
. Codwin lonss
ity. The ‘i:e"-g%s no similar

Y.

blacks were forced to leave the commun

..............




in
arched parades, ana conducted funerals, The ceremonies and

m
rituals of the lodges were secret, Members paid dues and some had
yniforms. In addition, there was an "Annual Picnic of the
confederation of Red Men." while no membership lists have

surViVEdr the few published notices available indicate that the
jodges were led by the tribe's more prominent members.

The annual picnic of the Confederation of Red Men will
be held at the Normal school building in the town of
Pembroke on Thursday, July 22.

The Grand High Chief summons all Red Men of the order
to come and bring well-filled baskets.

Programme

10:30 a.m. Address of welcome by Mr. A.S. Locklear.

11 a.m. Parade on horseback.

12 m. Dinner, b
12:30 p.m. Boat Races.

3 p.m. Address by Mr. S.A. Hammonds. (e R
2 p.m. Address by Prof. H.A. Neal.

2:30 p.m. Parade and march.

Music will be furnished by the Indian band.

The public is cordially invited. Y
Committee of Arrangements: J.W. McGirt, J

Clark, H.L. Locklear, J.0. Brooks, L.W. Jaco

Marshalls: R.H. Lowery, J.H. Godwin, Alonzo

\ Locklear, Alex Oxendine. : Al
' Abner Chavis, G.H.C.

W.D. Oxendine, G.H.S.

(Robesonian July 5, 1915: 4).



? ' d socially, and to 3 €sSser extent
isolat L L Nt geographi 11y, from
e ca ro
: ite and Black communities '
. : e » The non- i
| /h N=Indians tended to be

che pumbee community was Organized into a number of settlement
jreas concentrated in the central Portion of the county They
vere linked together by their extensive kinship ties, church

affiliations’ their sense of themselves ag Indians, and their
control of their educational System, all of which served as a

gechanism for defining tribal membership and maintaining tribal

boundaries .

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY - 1900 TO 1970

town oriented, whi € €es € rur
hile the rLumb were rural farming people
E

i .
Beginning in the 1890s, Robeson County underwent significant

changes in its economy which affected the Lumbee community.

}
First, there was the development of a lumbering industry which

"'H‘/ /
. denuded much of the forest area (Sider 1971). At about the same

/
time, tobacco farming began in the county, starting first in the
Fairmont area and spreading gradually throughout the rest of the

county. These developments were aided by the expansion of the
rail system before 1900, and the drainage of the swamps shortly

thereafter, 1In 1910, the U.S. Department of Agriculture

,//{ conducted a survey of Back Swamp and Jacobs Swamp, the major
It found that the Back Swamp

Lumbee settlement area (Map 22).
watershed was some seventeen miles long, with a width of between
one-half to two and one-half miles, and drained some 21,530

Jacob Swamp,

1 aCres, two-thirds of which remained uncultivated.
is nine and one-half miles long

- ¥hich Originates in Back Swamp,

|
83.7(b) PAGE 151




products and the expense of digging connecting draina
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ch encomP
The report concludeqg
that

jts value from $10 tq o

12). As to exiSting o

- jstrict 1s cotton, ;.
corn and hay being used for holﬁa
s grown extensj
2riy cobacco W2 o
rFormerly ade the 1ngus§ry unprofitah),
: Survey was made but a small anoy,
ime the in the district. A fewount
re grown. Irish and sweet
3 t and home consumption,

rly shipmen
S, watermelonsS, and vegetab]_.es do well i
district, as do alsopeaches, pears, figs, apples,

1perries, and rapes. y
mu ’ 9 < being cut and used for lumbe

Much of the timber 1i :
and crossties. Lumbering at the present time is an
important industry in the district, and the t imber

products are valuable (Ibid.).

the d

The draining of the swamps increased the value of the land held

by the Lumbees, but the vagaries of the prices for agriculturl

ge ditches

By the

of cotton was short-lived.




b | L
' rhese changes did not necessarily pry
n

9 about an improvement

g .n the economic conditions of the Lumbeeg
i 3

: Even before 1900 many
families had moved into South Caroling and G

. Ustry. Some returned
e this industry collapsed,

o but others remained dispersed
¢nroughout the southern states. mpej, out-migration had been
Precipitaﬁed by & drop in cotton Prices; in 1898 cotton reached a |

10 WO cents a poung below what a farmer
needed to break even (Dial ang Eliades 1975.

w of five cents a pound,

146). As mentioned
above, during the second decade Oof the twentieth century cotton,

4hich had been the main cash Crop of the county, was devastated

py the boll weevil and boll wOorm. Where Previously an individual

could produce a bale of cotton per acre of land, following the

infestation this dropped to one bale per four acres.

Some

runbees planted their fields, only to see the entire crop

destroyed (Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes). The effect was to

further impoverish the Lumbee farmers, to drive them out of land

ownership, and to make them more dependent on white landlords.

Many switched to the growing of tobacco, a crop, like cotton, ".;I'

which was labor intensive.

‘Tobacco prices were high during the period from 1912 to 1918,

ftgr World War I, 't._.hg_._y.- fell dramatically (North Carolina

of Agriculture 1960: 4). The agricultural regions of

' recovered from the depression of 1921,

A few




v rhe Lumbee population continued to grow faster than either |

che white or black population in the county. In 1920 there were

g,917 Lumbees in Robeson County; in 1930 they had increased to

12,404, This rate of growth was due to an extraordinary rate of

1ive pirths. In 1928 there were 407 births in the Indian

community (Table 9). Nevertheless, at the same time, the Lumbees

had the highest death rate in the county, 11.6 per thousand. They

also had the highest rate of death from tuberculosis, 78.4 per
100,000 (Ibid.). This suggests the dire economic conditions

under which the Lumbees lived during this period.

Table 9 Robeson County Vital Statistics for 1927

Births Rate/1000 Deaths Rate/1000
1,748 2555 721 10.5
ko Deaths
&2 Number Rate
iz ) White 308 9.4
% Indian 104 11.6
2 Colored 309 9.0 |
Births _ e !
: Attended by Physician  Attended by Midwives g
b N, White 706 82 =
Indian 185 222 b

Colored 1591 393
solor 1788 |




. g Pl |

education. Beginning around the first worig War
r

the Lumbees
established their first high school

» Which drew pupils from a
qumber of areas. BY 1940 there were high schools in Prospect,

gaddletree, Pembroke, and Fairmont, 1Inp addition, the number of
elementary schools increased. These developments had somewhat
opposite effects. The expansion of the elementary schools
increased the Lumbee's sense of coming from a particular
settlement, while the development of what might be termed
regional high schools brought children and parents from various
settlements together. Many of the inter-settlement rivalries
were manifested as rivalries between high schools, and were acted
out by competing sports teams. Beginning in the 1920s the
Normal School organized "Indian School Days" that brought
together students and parents from the various areas for a day of
games, recitations, picnics, and the like (Campisi 1985-1987,
fieldnotes).

The second change that served to integrate the Lumbee
- community was the increase and spread of the number of churches.
As the Lumbee population expanded outward to fill the areas

between the existing settlements, both churches and schools were

“Qﬂhk to follow. By 1922 there were at least twenty-six Indian

1n.the\number of churches, but there was a concommitant

in the ni "’r.« of @?ﬂ?mna‘t.ionsa a;:icularly an

N b v A
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ﬂ@ﬂémentsscontinued'after the war, but never seriously affected

the core populatlon in Robeson and the adjoining counties. While 4

particuarly true after World war 17 Thus it is possible to trace

the evolution of churches by eXamining their fission. For

example, the White Hill Baptist Church Split and Baker's Chapel
was formed. Whatever the details of this split and others, the
original nineteenth century settlements remained intact,

incorporating new arrivals through the schools and,

to a lesser
extent, the churches. As one Lumbee noted,

"Where you'd find a
church you'd find a school and a graveyard, and that about sums
us up" (Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes),

During the 1920s there was at least one significant
attitudinal and behavioral change that had an important impact on
the community. As noted previously, marriage between cousins was

relatively common in the nineteenth century. Geographical

proximity seemed to have been the critical variable. By the

twenties, however, there was a shift in values, and first cousin
marriage became less common.

With the advent of World wWar II, many Lumbees entered
military service or moved to cities to work in the war
industries. Of particular importance were the migrations to the

Washi_-ngton--Baltimore and the Detroit, Michigan, areas. These |

While
irom 1945 through 1980 was marked by significant
he i"'f'i“_';_"_'"ee community (see



have existed and continue to exist in tpe Lumbee community.
THE CONTEMPORARY LUMBEE COMMUNITY

This study of the contemporary Lumbee community is based upon
the research of Adolph Dial, Raren Blu, Gerald Sider, Rebecca
seib, John Gregory Peck, and Jack Campisi, and covers the period
from 1960 to 1986.

According to the 1970 census the Lumbee population in Robeson

county was 26,486 (SCHS 1982: Table 1), By 1980 this population

AT A

had risen to 38,528, an increase of 34.1% (Ibid.). It was an
\ essentially rural population concentrated in the settlements that ~
had been traditionally Lumbee. There are approximately thirty of f
these settlements located in the townships of Saddletree, Smiths, \
pembroke, Back Swamp, Raft Swamp, Thompson, Union, Philadelphus,
) and Rowland. Other townships that contain settlements are \
A | Wisharts, Alfordsville, St. Paul's, and Maxton. In 1980 there
| were 9,585 separate Lumbee households in Robeson County, of which
two-thirds were owner-occupied (SCHS 1982: Table.Q).

\
%“ From approximately 1840 until World War II, the members of |
X . ontrol of much of their

- ‘the Lumbee tribe had, through time, lost ¢
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peing @ road or drainage ditch, While some of these settlement

es are still known, they have little contemporary meaning

nam
such, for example, is the case of Black Ankle. 1In other

jnstances one name is used to represent a number of areas. Thus,

today Saddletree includes the Indian settlements of Magnolia, Mt.

olive, and Antioch, although the last is actually in St., Paul's

rownship. The same holds true for the area to the south of n
pembroke; the settlements of Reedy Branch, Greene Grove, Black

Ankle, Ashpole, and Fairmont are generally subsumed under the

name of Fairmont (Maps 23 and 24; Seib 1984 Maps 3 and 4). To

an extent, the name one is given for a particular location is

dependent on the age of the person being asked and the level of

specificity sought. Older residents tend to identify the

locality in more precise and circumscribed terms, while younger

individuals are more willing to generalize. However, if pressed,

most can provide the name of the minimal unit.
Individuals commonly identify their place of residence by one

of three indices. The first is the sub-community, of which there
The

are four: Pembroke, Prospect, Saddletree, and Fairmont.
When individuals refer to Sandy

church is the second identifier.

' Plains, Green Grove, Burnt Swamp, Harper's Ferry, and a host of A

,  others, they are referring to a specific church. The third
ﬁpplied is a school; for example, Union Elementary.
ips in the context df”%esi&f*i%ﬁ




& s

0. -

pembroke appear to have been shared by other settlements (Blu nd:

4). For the most part, these rivalries took the form of jokes
I

put occasionally they resulted in fighting. This usually
occurred when boys from one settlement tried to visit girls in
another, or when groups of males met at "juke joints," the
euphemism for illegal bars.

Individual Lumbees maintain that they can tell the place of
residence of an individual by his or her accent; that people from
saddletree, Pembroke, Prospect, and other settlements have
distinctive speech patterns (Blu nd; Campisi 1985-1987
fieldnotes). '

Despite the community's size, Lumbees are held together by \
the same mechanisms and values that have kept them together for \

the past one hundred years or more. First and foremost is the

sense of kinship. The overwhelming majority of informal social

activities center around the family. There is continual and
widespread visiting among adults, particularly in the homes of
parents and grandparents. Often, children live near their parents
| on land that was part of the family homestead. Members of

families speak and visit each other on an almost daily basis.

-
™
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e their parents'

T genealogies '
£y g back fiye Or more generations.

Not only are individuals able to name grandparents, great
r

andparents,

gr great great grandparents etc., but very often they

can name the siblings of their ancestors, the spouses of their

R
ancestors' siblings, relate where they lived in Robeson County,

the church they attended, and the names of their offspring. Most

jndividuals can trace their lines back to at least one of a

palf-dozen core families described on Chart 2. From an
anthropological perspective, these are examples of "kindreds," a
type of kin organization commonly found among tribes that trace
descent bilaterally. Not only can most individuals describe in
detail their kindreds, they can describe how present-day members
are related to them and to each other.
Charts 3 and 4 illustrate the interconnectedness of the
Lumbee community. These charts represent two large families from
different parts of the Lumbee community. They identify
individual members of the families, their place of residence,
religious affiliation, and spouse'siname, place of natal
residence, and religious afffiliation, if different from spouse.
The data is limited to individuals who reside outside their
parent's home. Individuals, whether children or adults, who live
in someone else's home are not shown. e ite
%é ggmoggtngt,e,, ‘the qverqhelming majority of




communications and social network.
tThe charts also illustrate the degree of religious diversity

(hat exists within the community, por example, the Crawley

Locklear family I has members attending the Shannon Assembly of

god Churchy, Union Methodist Church, Bear Swamp Baptist Church,
pniladelphus Church, Deep Branch Baptist Church, Kingdom Hall of
jehovah witness, and the Church of Latter Day Saints. Other
fanilies show a similar diversity. Some families, such as the |
gammonds, while attending a number of churches, show a more
consistent membership pattern with an emphasis of the Church of
God.

Such diversity, instead of representing a divisive force in
the community, acts to bring together tribal members. These
They are

churches have all Indian congregations and ministries.

linked together not only by membership in associations, but by

| i
| strongly held theological beliefs and the family networks of

L@ﬁ'- |  their memberrs. Since church activities take up a major portion
ﬂ% J of the members' time, there is frequent social interaction among

T
=

family members and between members of different families.
Finally, the charts show a pattern of residential clustering
'-229 mqbllity CQuples appear to have made their homes near 4

Jauite ﬁften Lb is meax ;h&
pod Pre ’ oL

rs of ﬁe or «-t;he othertfami,_ es.
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jt to "two hundred of the immediate family."™ When Mrs. Rockie J.
rocklear turned eighty-nine, she "... was honored with a birthday
celebration at the home of her daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and
Mrs. Bill Buck Locklear after church services at Mt. Airy Church
their families, the pastor of Mt. Airy Baptist Church, and a
number of close friends, who were also members of the church. 1In
July, 1984, Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie B, Locklear were given a sixtieth
wedding anniversary by their children and grandchildren. Over 200
attended the celebration, which was held at the Mt. Airy
Fellowship Hall (Ibid. July 14, 1983: 4). The same issue of the
paper reported the fiftieth wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs.

Foy Cummings, held at the St. Annah Free Will Baptist Church

Fellowship Hall. The paper reported:

t [tlhe following sons and daughters (and spouses) hosted
| the celebration: Mr. and Mrs. Claude (Carolyn) Daniel,
Jr., of Pembroke; Mr. and Mrs. Vernon (Amelia) Taft, Jr.
of Pasco, Washington; Mr. and Mrs. Waltz (Louise) Maynor
of Durham, N.C.; Mr. Jerry Cummings of Pembroke; Mr. and
Mrs. Edvard (Sally) Locklear of pembroke; Mr. and Mrs.
" cum of pembroke; Mr. and Mrs. Henderson
a, Oklahoma; Mr. and Mrs. Timothy
Robert Cu s of




of gamilies hold anniversary ang birthday parties for thei
or their
pare“ts and grandparents to which are invited the children and

dren's childr
¢the chil €n of the couple being honored, as well as a

ew close friends,

£ usually fellow church members, plus a few

other kin with whom they have maintained close ties. 1In
addition, families often holg reunions in the summer, some on an
annual basis, to which all members of the extended family are 1
invited, and in which all share in the Planning and preparation
of the event. An example of this was the Bullard family reunion
held in 1977. It was attended by the descendants of John and
cattie (Graham) Bullard. The newspaper reported that this
reunion was held annually on Father's Day at the family's
homestead (Ibid. June 30, 1977: 4).

To arrange these events requires an intimate, detailed
knowledge of family lines. This kind of knowledge is not

| academic; it reflects an ongoing active participation with the

‘ other members of the family.

| Marriage rules prohibit marriage closer than a fourth cousin;

|  conversely, there is a strong preference for marrying within the
_:.-al.. , . i) S
tribe. Thus, an individual, at the minimum, needs to know his or

.y 4

o8 relatxonshlp to a perspective spouse-as Sbon as:datxng




the girl had discovered that he was distantly related to her, and

cherefore could not date her any longer. Marriage is possible

only if an individuals' kin ties are beyond the collective

qemories of the families,

That appears to be beyond the fourth

Residency 1s largely determined by the availability of land,
one's occupation, and one's income. There is a preference for
married couples to live near one of the two sets of parents, but
there is no hard and fast rule of post-nuptial residence. During
the period since World War II the Lumbee population has increased
dramatically and individuals have been forced to live in other
sub-communities within Robeson and adjoining counties. As a
result, marriages are no longer limited to people within an r
individual's settlement. Thus, there has been a greater degree
of integration of the Lumbee community, which has somewhat

diminished the importance of the particular settlements.

Regardless of the settlement pattern, individuals maintain
E.x't.r-e_m_e-ly close ties to their consanguineous families. They visit
their parents and grandparents on an almost daily basis, and i

their siblings with nearly the same frequency. In addition, o

As parents grow older the
This engrossing
-

.{" -
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Who would you go to for help?" (Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes).

aAffinal ties are not ag strong as consanguineal;
nevertheless, individuals maintain as nearly a complete knowledge
of their spouses' relatives as they do their own. Again, there
is a range of involvement. While individuals may participate in
the other family's social events, they generally do not take an
active part in the family's affairs,

The same close interactions are maintained by those Lumbees
who have moved away. For example, those living in North Carolina
return frequently for visits, while those residing in Washington,
Baltimore and Detroit, although their visits are less frequent,
keep in close contact by letter and telephone. 1In contrast,
there is little interest expressed in the family of non-Indian
spouses, and the effect of marrying out is to limit the
interactional patterns to one's family.

Again, although it is acceptable to marry a white, marriage
to a black will result in social ostracism, particularly if the
couple chooses to live in the Lumbee community. One elderly
Woman put the matter quite bluntly. " Always remember the unborn.

If you married someone who was unacceptable you would be cut off.

CHURCHES
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churches were established to meet the needs of families settling
jn previously unoccupied areas. This does not seem to be the case
preseﬂtly' Churches now become éstablished when portions of a
congregation fission. The causes of these splits are often
disputes within the churches. Usually these manifest themselves
as some form of opposition to the minister, with one group
wanting to fire him, and the other fighting to keep him.
whichever group wins keeps the church, and the other pulls out,
and builds its own church.

The Lumbee Indian churches are grouped into four categories:
The Burnt Swamp Baptist Association, the North Carolina
Cconference of the United Methodist Church, the Lumber River
Holiness Methodist Conference, and non-affiliated. There are
forty-six churches in the Burnt Swamp Baptist Association, with a
total membership of 8,500. The United Methodist Conference
consists of twelve churches, of which nine are located in Robeson

and the adjoining counties. These nine churches have a total

enrollment of 2,000. The Lumber River Holiness Methodist

Conference includes nine Lumbee Indian churches with a total

enrollment of 1,200. There are fifty-five Protestant churches,

generally identified as pentecostal or fundamentalist. The
‘Majority of these are joined together in one of three
ons or conferences: The Church of God, The Assembly of

e

God, The Pente al Holiness. In addition,




jo provides their dates of organization ang their denomination,
Jnere applicable. As can be seen, the majority of the churches
are of recent origin, are located close to each other, but remain
in the areas where the Lumbees are almost exclusively resident.
The congregations vary in size from a few dozen to several
pundred, and the buildings range from rectangular frame
structures to impressive two-story buildings of wood or brick
with attached meeting and assembly rooms. The largest church, in
terms of congregation, is Prospect United Methodist with 684
members. The Baptists have the largest overall membership. Total
church membership among the Lumbees is conservatively estimated
to be around 14,000 (Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes).

Despite the proliferation of churches, and the occasional
acrimony that accompanies a schism, the process is essentially
integrative. Lumbee churches share a belief in a fundamentalist
Christian outlook. With but a very few exceptions, the ministers

are Lumbees. They articulate a relatively consistent theology,

although the emphasis may differ. Ministers share more than a

common set of beliefs; often they share pulpits. It is common

for ministers from different churches and faiths to preach

together or to be guest preachers in other churches. Baptists




Except for an occasional Visitor
r

members. or the white spouse

of a Lumbee, the congregation is entirely Indian.

For the Lumbees, church is more than a religious experience;
it is their most important formal Social activity, It involves
many of them on a nearly daily basis. The churches have Sunday
schools, youth organizations, senior citizen's programs, Bible
study programs, and choir practices, to mention a few. Since
congregations tend to draw members from several different
settlements, these activities serve to integrate. It is not
uncommon for members of the same household to attend different
churches, and this behavior further acts to bring the tribal
membership together.

Most churches have choirs that, in addition to singing on
sunday, occasionally appear at other churches to share in the
religious experience. Churches take great pride in their choirs,
as Lumbees generally take pride in the singing abilities of their
members. In addition to the choirs, there are family groups that
sing gospel music. Nearly every week there is a gospel sing
Somewhere in the community and many churches schedule a sing once
4 month. These family gospel singers attend sings at different

Churches without regard for denomination. Thus, members from

congregations and families are brought together on a
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pumbees . These are generally organized or sponsored by a church

congregation and, like the sings, attended by individuals from

other churches. They are usually held in the evening and may
| continue for as long as a week. Ministers from a number of local
churches join in as well as evangelical ministers from outside
the community. Like other Lumbee religious activities, the
attendance is primarily Indian.

Most Lumbee Indian churches hold a "homecoming" during the
fall. The event is well advertised and individuals come from
great distances to attend. Homecomings are held on Sundays after
church service and are open to all Lumbees. Families and friends
gather in a church's fellowship hall and share a leisurely meal
together. Commonly, several hundred Lumbees attend. Homecoming
is an informal gathering which offers an opportunity for members
of a family from different congregations to join with other
families. 1Individuals repeatedly commented on the importance of

homecoming as an expression of Lumbee identity and fellowship.

SCHOOLS

Uhtil-de3eg:ggation'in_thg-late 1960s, the schools acted as

rincipal means ;o:&efine:tiibal:memberahip:anﬁ to integrate

.,_ttlemeats they*served ngrelgmgntgry
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Thelteachers Wersa appointed and paid by the county, but hired by
pe local school committee. With desegregation the local school
committees were replaced with parent advisory associations, but
there was no dimunition in local interest and concern for
education. As an illustration, the Indian Bducation Act Parent
committee of Prospect School held a meeting on January 22, 1976,

at which time it required every teacher with a class of Lumbee

children to submit plans for field trips, allocated $500 to each
reacher and set the rules for these trips, purchased a copying

machine and a year's supply of paper for the school, allocated

$1,000 "... to the library for the purchase of Indian books,
films, newspapers, and Indian cultural items," authorized the
Board of Education to use Indian Education Act money to buy

tickets for Indian children to attend the Robeson Historical

Drama, and allocated the remaining funds for supplies (CIV
January 22, 1976: 3). Although the schools have been integrated, L

they remain predominantly Indian in many areas, and are still
1

viewed as the special concern of the Lumbees. The schools
I

amuﬂaue to be staffed by Lumbee teachers and administrators.
&% _GAve 2ald sope LR el Aatnual ek
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and a nab" (a small packet of biscuits); women do some
shopping. These stations are segregated by ethnic

group, as are the churches, the pool halls, the
ubgotlgggﬁrT (particularly those bootleggers who
maintain "piccolos"™ - jukeboxes - all the places where
people gather to be with other people. These gathering
places are segregated by locale [settlement] as well as
ethnic group, although a few of the more popular
stations draw Indians from a wide range of locales, who
drive over "to see what's happening" (Sider 1971: 69).

1f anything, the number of "stations" has more than doubled in

the fifteen years since Sider conducted his research, but their

function has not changed. At each station there is a continual

exchange of news, information and gossip, in addition to joking

and kibitzing among the clientele., Being a rural area, there are

many individuals who have the flexibility in their schedules to

stop by for coffee and conversation. 1In the late afternoon,

those whose jobs are outside of the community stop off to pick up

a paper, buy a few groceries, and "catch up on things" on the way

home (Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes). |

' LUMBEE HOMECOMINGS

Since 1940 the Lumbees have held some type of annual event
for the benefit of their members. The form of the event has
ed over the years and at times it has been suspended, but

70 there has been an annual Lumbee Homecoming organized
: o el DS N .P 1ol




Kenneth Maynor, Executive Direct ;
L i or of Lumbee Regional

Development Association (LRDA), the sponsoring ggency

for the annual weekend of fun ang games beginning today.

THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 1977

Activities include an appearance by the Golden Knights
Parachute Team at Pembroke Senior High School today at 5
p.m. and the crowd Pleasing favorite, Little Miss Lumbee
Pageant at 5:30 p.m. at PSU's Moore Hall. Tonight at 8
p.m. the Lumbees honor their own. Awards to be
pFesgnteq are The Henry Berry Lowry Memorial Award, the
Distinguished Service Award ang The Businessman of the
Year Award. Banquet speaker will be Helen Maynor
Schierbeck, a native of Robeson County and the daughter
of the late Lacy Maynor and Mrs. Sallie Revels Maynor of

Pembroke.

FRIDAY, JULY 1, 1977

Friday is the day for the Miss Lumbee Pageant. Eight
lovely Indian ladies are vying for the coveted crown,
Miss Lumbee 1977. Miss Lumbee 1977 will be crowned by
Linda Locklear, Miss Lumbee 1976 .... The Miss Lumbee
Pageant will be held in the spacious and modern PSU

Performing Arts Center.

A coronation ball will follow at the Pembroke Jaycee Hut
beginning at 10:30 p.m.

' SATURDAY JULY 2, 1977

: Saturday is a nice day for a parade and Lumbee
Homecoming will showcase a caravan of floats, pretty
girls, politicians, clowns, etc. at the Homecoming
Parade through downtown Pembroke. The parade begins at
10 a.m. A reception will follow at the LRDA Annex.

Later in the afternoon, beginning at 2 p.m. field day
activities will take place in the Pembroke Town Park.
Also, there will be exhibits of Creative Writing and Art
Exhibits at the LRDA Annex Building all afternoon.

Saturday night is Pow Wow night at Pembroke Senior High
School. Indian dancing, singing, camaradarie and old

fashioned rapping will prevail.

Homecoming winds down Sunday with an Old Fashion Gospel
Sing at tge Lakeside Amphitheatre at the Riverside
Country Club in the Red Banks Community. The Gospel
Sing, held on the site of Strike at the Wind will Begin

at 7 p.m.
id, "Homecoming has a little something
As [Ken] Maynor said, 19775 1).

for everyone" (CIV June 30,
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The parade begins around 10 o'clock in the morning and
continues for two hours. The line of march begins at the
muniCiPal park, near Pembroke State University, and continues

down Main St crossing the railroad tracks, after which the parade
loops through some side streets, eventually returning to Main st
and the park. In its way the parade Captures the diversity and
unity of the Lumbee tribe, 1t includes a procession of vehicles
on whose hoods, roofs or open back seats ride the "king, and
queens™ of a variety of Lumbee elementary schools, volunteer fire
organizations, Indian associations, social clubs and pageants.
There are antique vehicles, horse drawn carriages, groups
representing Lumbee churches, Lumbee politicians, marching bands,
a contingent of young people on mopeds, motorcycles, and the
like, and a large group on horseback. After the parade there is

a fair at the park. The one thing that this diverse collection

share in common is, with rare exceptions, they are Lumbee.

The Lumbee Homecoming is important because it incorporates

the major aspects of Lumbee culture. First, it is a uniquely

Lumbee event. It directs the public's attention to the

Cohesiveness, distinctiveness, and strength of the tribe, and

€Xpresses the tribal member's pride in themselves and their

accomplishments. Second, it requires the efforts of a large

umber of Lumbees to organize the several days of celebration.
Preparations for the next homecoming begin a few months after the
last, committees are formed to handle the parade, Miss Lumbee

Contestg, advertising, etc., The organizers of the event must
draw frop every segment and sector of the Lumbee community, from

Svery Church and family to make the event a success. Thus, a
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significant cross section of the population is involved directly.

Third, the homecoming brings together members of all the
families, many from great distances, for a week of fun. It is a
family-oriented event. As the program shows, it is also a

religious event. Thus it combines the two most important tenets

of Lumbee identity.

STRIKE AT THE WIND

Every summer since 1976 the Lumbees have put on an outdoor
drama entitled "Strike at the Wind." The play tells the story of
the Lumbee people and its culture hero, Henry Berry Lowrie. It is
concerned with the conflicts and problems faced by the Lumbee
people during and after the Civil war.

The drama was written for the Lumbees by Randolph Umberger,
Playwright, with help from Paul Green and the leaders of the
Lumbee community. In 1968, a group of community members formed
the Robeson Historical Drama, Incorporated, with the expressed
goal of developing an historical play. They engaged the services
of Mr. Umberger to write the play, and Willie Lowery, a tribal
member, to compose the music and lyrics. To stage the play, the
company built an open-air theatre adjacent to a lake, near the
Lumbee River., The site is in the center of the area where the
fvents depicted in the play took place. To bring the events to

life requires a staff of seventy-one actors, thirty-four of whom

haye Speaking roles.
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OTHER SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS

while the churches are the Principal formal social
organization among the Lumbees, there are other voluntary
associations which assist in integrating the community. From
time to time there have been Chapters of the Jaycees and
Jaycettes organized in the Sub-communities of Pembroke, Prospect,
wakulla, White Hill, Rex-Rennert, Fairgrove, and Saddletree,
Since the 1960s there has been a Kiwanas chapter in Pembroke
(Campisi 1985-87, fieldnotes), as well as a chapter of the Lions
Club and the Ladies Lions Club (CIV July 28, 1977: 6). In 1972

members of the Lumbee community formed the Lumbee Indian

Businessmen's Association (Ibid. 1972: 1). One of the oldest

organizations in continuous operation is the Locklear Lowery VFW

Post in Pembroke. Beginning in the 1970s a number of settlements

organized volunteer fire departments. In 1982 the Prospect

Volunteer Fire Department celebrated its tenth anniversary with a

banquet , One can gain a sense of the level of community

Interaction that this and other organizations have provided from

the following brief report:

It was a time for friends to reminisce as the Prospect
Volunteer Fire Department and_Prosp?ct Auxillary Club
gathered for the 2nd Annual Firemen's Banquet on Friday,
Nov. 19. Some 75 people converged on Prospect United
Methodist Church's fellowship hall to recognize
individuals whose efforts.have contributed totﬁhe oy
continued growth of the fire department over the pas

i teran of 37
Rev. Nash Locklear, a ve
Yegggsgfsgggzﬁiﬁg and presently Ehg EaSt?rygglzaE:iEBCIe
i delivered a brief but enjoyabl
g:?giztgfﬂgﬁgh&ay to Delton Oxendine and Dennis Moore
who handed out the awards.
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Receiving plaques were: Charles W. "Bill" Moore,
Howard Locklear, Curt Locklear, Sr., James Moore, Dennis
Moore - VFD Chief, L.H. Moore, Andrew Locklear, Vernie
Bullard, Ca;l Locklear, Earl Moore, Bobby Oxendine,
Newton Cummings, Jr., Anthony Moore, Richard Locklear,
Bernard Smith, and the Prospect Auxillary Club.

Receiving certificates were: Daryl Smith - VFD Asst.
Chief, Jerry Moore - VDF Captain, James L. Locklear -
VFD Lieutenant, Luther Moore - VFD Secretary, Rev. Bruce
Locklear - VFD Chaplain, Ander Dial - VFD Asst.
Chaplain, Homer Locklear, Johnny S. Locklear, Mitchell
Locklear, Lawrence Locklear, Jeff Locklear, Lloyd
Barton, Daniel Locklear, Anthony Locklear, John McGirt,
and Vaidosta Locklear.

Members of the Prospect High School Future Homemakers'
Association prepared a meal that consisted of various
meats, and vegetables and beverages. The food was paid
for by the fire department. On hand was the Prospect
Quartet to provide special music (Ibid. December 2,
19822010

The article quoted above illustrates a general feature of
voluntary associations within the Lumbee community. The
organizations are almost without exception, Lumbee Indian in
their membership. Although they may serve a special interest
group, their activities invariably involve and are supported by
other groups and segments of the community. For example, in the
case above, they made use of the Prospect United Methodist
Church's Fellowship Hall to hold the banguet, the minister who
Spoke was Baptist, the meal was prepared by the Prospect High

School Puture Homemakers' Association, and the entertainment was

Provided by a local singing group. This sharing of talents,

facilities and activities by members of the community, as well as
PartiCipating in organizations that transend family, residence,

ang feligious boundaries, is further evidence of the existence of

a .
S€parate, definable Indian community.
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CAROLINA INDIAN VOICE

on January 18, 1973, Bruce Barton, a member of the Lumbee
cribe, published the first edition of The Carolina Indian Voice
(cIv). The paper's aim was to provide a vehicle for "...
articulating the affairs and concerns of the North Carolina
indians -- and all Indians generally" (CIV January 20, 1983).
over the intervening fourteen years the paper has covered every
aspect of news affecting the Lumbee tribe, including the 014 Main
issue, Double Voting, and the desegregation of the Lumbee school
system. In addition, the paper has faithfully reflected the
social life of the Lumbee community, chronicled the relationship

of the community to both black and white communities, offered

commentary on the events that affect the Lumbees, and provided a

forum for community expression.
The CIV has been, and continues to be, an important vehicle

for informing the tribal members of the social and political

activities within their community. Like any good hometown

Néwspaper, it faithfully reports on births, marriages,
' anniversaries and deaths in the community. It provides space for

Churches, schools, and social and professional groups to announce

UPcoming events and report on their activities. Equally

important, the newspaper publishes articles about the two largest
Lumbee communities outside of North Carolina: Baltimore,

HarYland, and Detroit, Michigan. Conversely, individuals living
I0 these and other areas are able to keep up-to-date on the

Svents ip Robeson County and the activities of tribal members
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through the paper. Through its pages Lumbees, though distant, can
remain a part of the tribal community. The CIV serves an
essential function in integrating the Lumbee community,

articulating its values, and delineating the community's

poundaries.

LUMBEE IDENTITY

Lumbees in Robeson County learn about their Indian identity
in two ways. First, they become aware of it, almost
unconsciously, as they are growing up. For many it is not until
they leave high school and Robeson County that they have social
contacts with non-Indians. Until desegregation they grew up and
lived in a universe revolving around family, church, and school,
and isolated from other groups. When asked how they became aware
of their Indian identity individuals responded by saying "I guess
I always knew it." "My family made it clear to me, mostly by who
I was with." "That's (Lumbees) all there was ever around us"
(Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes).

Lumbees also learned about who they were from outsiders,

“. L

Mainly whites. One individual summed it up in the following

by "‘. :'_1# --_ 'u’
.Racial attitudes were




dog stand there was no place for a Lumbee to get a meal until a
member of the tribe opened a restaurant at the edge of the city

in the 1950s. At the local hospital Indians were not allowed to

share rooms with whites. Newly-born babies were not permitted in

the white nursery. Instead, they were placed in the lower drawer

of the dresser in the mother's room. Peck provides the following

description of Lumberton in the late 1960s:

To be an Indian in Lumberton involves learning to walk
easy. It means learning to walk the delicate line
between white and black, between the segregated and the
nonsegregated. Indians learn that there are some barber
shops that will not cut their hair, some where they will
not have their hair cut. Being Indian means that some
restaurants will only serve them take-out orders: and
because they are Indian, they don't go to those
restaurants. For many it is better to drive the 20
miles to Fayetteville to see a movie rather than sit in
a segregated section in Lumberton. Most of all, they
learn to treat any man with respect, to look him in the
eye when he talks, and not to jump when somebody hollers
"Boy" (Peck 1972: 61).

The same attitudes prevailed in the other towns in the area,
Particularly Red Springs. The one town where the Lumbees could
be free from this prejudice was Pembroke. With its overwhelming
Lumbee population, and a majority of its merchants members of the
tribe, the Lumbees had an urban area free from the usual racial

harassment,

T W Y W) 5 . AT -
rlacks in the area.
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of the Lumbee. Indians as an ethnjc group was linked with
education. The educational needs of Lumbee Indian children in
Robeson County were neglected well into this century by federal,
state, and county authorities, as a result, for many years the
Indian community built and maintained with their Oown resources
the school buildings required to educate their children"
(Thompson 1973: 78).

For the Lumbees education has meant improved economic
conditions, and a better way of life. But above all, it has
provided the principal means for tribal identification. This was
demonstrated most clearly by Dexter Brooks, a Lumbee attorney, in
1976. Speaking about the impact of desegregation, he wrote:

en MOSE Indiags feel that they are in a better position
than other racial groups to protest racial integration
because they stand more of a risk of being submerged in
the white-Black society and of losing their cultural
identity. It is contended that separating Indian
children from their traditional schools would constitute
a cultural jolt and destroy their folkways. The problem
for the Lumbee Indians is to reconcile the drives toward
equity in education and economic opportunity with the
need to preserve cultural traditions which are
inseparably related to their sense of identity and
self-esteem. The solution, as seen by most Indians, is
distinctly Lumbee: embrace the more desirable aspects of
modern-day culture, blend them with traditional ways,
but demand the right to be distinctively different, and,
above all, free. . :
Thus, the Indians do not seek equal educational
opportunity by attempting to force their children into :
alien and hostile environments. Instead, they seek
gful the schools which are attended




moved away to earn a living.

a school system to manifest Lumbee values it had to be controlled

by the community and staffed by its members, As described
previously, the Lumbees defined membership by controlling access
toitheiciecnOOlE. Bbesegredation brought this to an end, but it
did not diminish Lumbee interest ang concern. What resulted was
a shift in tactics from a settlement based Strategy to

community-wide politically oriented efforts.
VALUES

Separate schools offered a means of maintaining a separate
identity, the first part of Dexter Brooks' formula. The second
part, that of achieving a quality educational system that would
allow Lumbees to compete for jobs, resulted in a growing cadre of
professionals, many of whom returned to the community to work.
Built into the Lumbee belief in improving oneself through

education is a value that one should serve one's community. It

is not remarkable that many Lumbees have become educated and then

However, what is remarkable is the

- number who have*:eturned*when moving-would have afforded them
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as long as they have kin to call upon they are not poor. Along
with the sense that there are others from whom one can gain
support, there is great importance placeqd on individualism, a
sense that one can take care of oneself (and will not allow
oneself to be insulted.) Finally, for many Lumbees " [t]here is
an action orientation, a preference for the immediacy of a
situation ..." (Ibid.: 70). This is not to say that Lumbees do
not make long range plans or €xpress goals, but rather, that they
share a tolerance and understanding for the individual who takes
time off to fish, or spend it with his kin. Since family
relations are particularly significant in their value system, and
so central to their lifestyle, long range plans reflecting a
commitment to a career goal have little importance (Ibid.:
67-70). These are, of course, idealizations and representations
of general behavioral reality. There are men who do not strike
their wives or children, women who manage a family and hold
responsible positions in the community, and young people who do
not drink or spoil for fights. They are many. But these people,

while they deplore the more negative behaviors of the others, see

them as behaviors uniquely Lumbee. Blu, whose research was

contemporaneous with Peck, found many of the same values,
@Jthnugh she phrased them somewhat differently. First and

foremost, is the sense of pride about being Indian, an attlt“de 0
es

Blu _the Henry Berry Loqrieﬁpgrigﬂ¢,{shg;g1_
E@gﬁsa bag& to 5 hﬁ E& G Slad A e ‘Ll?hﬁﬂh
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1939: 522, as quoted ip Blu 1980: 143)

Blu cites é number of examples of the manifestation of this pride
from her fTeldwork, Statements like "we're a proud people,"” and
1'm an Indian and proud of it" that Suggest the broad acceptance
of this value in the Indian ang non-Indian communities (Ibid.:
143-144).

A second important behavioral characteristic is "meanness."
This is defined as "... a sensitivity to insult coupled with a
tendency to react to insults quickly, violently, and implacably.
It does not signify, for Indians, 'small' or 'base' but rather
'touchiness' and a willingness to 'stand up for oneself' against
others" (Ibid.: 144). It is a particularly admirable quality when
turned against whites, as illustrated by Henry Berry Lowrie, but
considered destructive when turned against other Lumbees (Ibid.).

A third value that Blu identifies -- one not stressed by Peck

-- 1s cohesiveness, "sticking together."

This quality is highly valued, if problematic, and
Indians often enjoin one another to exhibit this
behavior, particularly in political contexts., Such
statements as "I'm for my people first - the Lumbees
have to stick together" and "If you don't go out of your
way to help another Lumbee, you ain't worth nothing"
were common. Once, in a gathering of young Indian men,
one of them explained to an anthropologist, "If an
Indian sees another Indian, they draw together like - to
a magnet. Indians won't stay by themselves; ¥t “siin
their blood not to."

On the other hand, in discussions of "who our real

enemies are," Indians often say "qurgelves.' One Indian
maintained, "Our neighbors are sticking us." These
dency of Indians to mobilize

comments reflect the tend
mutual support in some c1rcumstgnces'and to fragment
into factions in others. The 31tua;10ns in whlcthat
Indians "stick together" best are the same ones

: s - those in which Whites are seen

elicit Indian meannes :
as threatening Indian identity (Ibid.: 147-148).

"I:nf‘iqditiﬂﬂh Blu identifies three other characteristics of
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the Lumbee community. They are: 1) phe importance of dialect
differences in identifying an individual, first as a Lumbee, and
second, as a member of a specific settlement; 2) The importance
of keeping one's word; and 3) The importance of owning land in
Robeson County (Ibid.: 160). a recent study of semantic and
phonological features of Lumbee Speech lends support to the
statement that dialect differences do exist that separate the
community from both the neighboring white and Black communities
(Brewer and Reising 1982). cCertainly, any researcher in the
community is informed of the differences by Lumbees.

Breaking one's word is analagous to lying; it carries with it
a strong moral connotation. 1Individuals are careful about making
a promise because, once made, it must be kept, regardless of the
consequences. Blu provides the following example from McMillan.
"They [Lumbees] never forget a kindness, an injury, nor a debt,"
said an old citizen. "They may not pay you when a debt is due,
but they seldom forget an obligation and are sure to pay you
after a time" (McMillan 1888: 27, as quoted in Blu 1980: 163).

Finally, there is the concept that there is a relationship

ﬁatween land in.RQbesqn County and being Lumbee. "More than a




Lumbee community. There continues to be a stress placed on a
dominant male role, with all its concomitant negative behaviors.
yet there has been a shift in the roles of women, with many of
them holding key political and administrative positions.

while there is undoubtedly an existential component to the
Lumbees' view of themselves, there are equally strong pressures
for success and upward mobility. There is much lauding of the
individual who has made it on his or her own. Lumbees frequently
attribute their entrepreneurial success to the fact that they are

not "reservation Indians," and not encumbered by federal

bureaucracy. The amount of esteem a person receives is dependent
in part, on the degree of success and, also in part, on how that

' success is used. There is a view that individuals should use
their talents to benefit others less fortunate than themselves in

|r. the Indian community. One often hears local leaders criticized

- for being too concerned with their own political success and not

concerned enough with doing what is necessary to advance the

i interests of the community. This holds especially true for those

who are educated. In general, people are expected to conform to

"’ﬁé’fgﬁnéxa‘i societal practices in accumulating resources, but not

AR, .
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. focused first on education apg later on Politics It should be
| pointed out that Indian schools were slow to pe developed and

were never properly funded, and that it Was not until the

t-World War I period that any appreciable number of Lumbees

received high school educations, jet alone college degrees.

Over the intervening Years since Blu and Peck conducted their

research there has been some improvement in the Status of women.

rFor example, there is less stigma from divorce, particularly for

women, and a small shift towarg Professional and managerial

careers, and greater political activity. Yet the basic values

holding the Lumbees together remain vVirtually unchanged; namely,

the strong sense of kin ties, with all of their attendant

obligations, strong religious values, the importance of education

in improving the lot of community members, and the feeling that
Robeson County is home.
| One thing that has changed is the parochialism that existed
q. with regard to the settlement where one grew up. Gradually this

f has shifted to a more generalized attachment to a larger

Sub-community -- Pembroke, Prospect, Saddletree, and Fairmont.

There has been a number of factors that have brought about this

change. First, the centralization of the schools after 1940

eliminated many of the smaller elementary school buildings, and

brought together Lumbee children from a number of settlements.

-
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necessity. Families moved as hO“Sing and jobs were available, A

third factor, one which contribyteq to the mobility mentioned

network within the county. Indiviguais can live in one area,
attend church in another, and have their children in school in a
third. Fourth, there were those People who left the community to
improve their economic conditijong, get an education, or to avoid
some problem, and who, after a fey years, returned. They brought
back with them not only a range of skills and experiences, but
also an increased sense of community. All of these factors
militate against a narrow definition of community. While within
the tribe the differences between the sub-communities are known
and exploited, and the specific settlements are recalled, they
are not as important as the general sense of community and tribe.
To the outsider, and when the outsider is concerned, it is the
Lumbee community that alone has meaning and importance.

The factors of education, mobility, common needs and
experiences, shared names, history, and ancestry, as well as the
pervasive racism, provide the Lumbee community with a set of

generally well accepted set of values. They do not, however,

Hﬁﬁzvidégg generally accepted set of solutions, and it is imﬁ&hﬁg:
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in North Carolina, as well as Washington, Baltimore, and Detroit
where they have gone to seek employment. Whether living in
Robeson County or elsewhere, the Lumbees are linked together by
shared values, and strong ties of kinship. While the overt
manifestations of racism have disappeared, there is still ample
expression that serves to unite the Lumbees. Despite over one
hundred and fifty years of racial Prejudice, it is clear that the
Lumbees have been continuously recognized as a community of
Indians throughout the period by the surrounding white community
and by themselves, and that they are the descendants of Indians
who inhabited the area from at least the early part of the
eighteenth century; they have been continuously viewed as an
Indian community by the local, state, and federal governments,

and have viewed themselves as an Indian community, separate and

distinct from all other groups and communities in the area.
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POLITICAL INFLUENCE OR

An gER=R AUTHORITY (OVERA TraiyEunEns AS AN AUTONOMOUS
1nty ENTITY THROUGHOUT HISTORY UNTIL ThE PRESENT.
LN
} As has been demonstrateg in the Historical Narrative and
by section 83.7 (b) of this petitiop the ancestors of the
f present-day Lumbees had established a community along Drowning
' | Creek before the middle of the eighteenth century. The area was
gd. | known to have been inhabited by a number of Siouan-speaking
Who communities, particularly the Cheraw (Herbert 1725) " IntLI 31t
Choolg, Cheraw chief by the name of Robert, angd fourteen headmen of the
son tribe sold land along the Pee Dee River (BPRO June 15, 1739).
This land extended into the area just south and west of the
present Lumbee community.
| The existence of a separate community along Drowning Creek is
2d confirmed in the report from Bladen County dated 1754. The
1 author of the report states that there were fifty families
' holding their land in common who "... shot a Surveyor for coming

to view vacant lands being enclosed by great swamps" (NCSA 1754:

. 1-16; Saunders 1887: 161). Some seventeen years later this
fied as a "Cherraw setleme .§¢ E— P

awibt e~ some unknown

" -



records show that, ip addition tg
: it € name Locklear, there were
cummings, onds, Jacobs, Bells, gy
' - ’ NtS, and Brooks in the area

(Dlal an es 197s. 35, fn 3) Simi

e e * Similarly, the 1790 and 1800
censu tong evidence

of a stable community consisting

of the ancestors of the Present-day Lumbees

i the d i ;

Given ata summarizeq above it is fair to conclude that
the Lumbee COmmunity along Drowning creek was established in the
first half of the eigtheenth ceéntury, and remained in continuous
operation and relative isolation for the rest of the century. It
is certain that most, if not all, of the Principal family lines
were present 1n the community by the beginning of the nineteenth
century. From these data it is reasonable to assert that the
Lumbee community along Drowning Creek had a stable leadership

based upon the heads of the extended families. This pattern of

leadership most assuredly continued through the first half of the

nineteenth century.

|
From the Civil War on the Lumbee community had leaders who .
|

were able to articulate important tribal issues and who could

draw upon large constituencies for support (See Chart 6).

Foremost among these was Henry Berry Lowrie, whose history has
|

been described in detail by William McKee Evans (1971).

In order to understand Lumbee leadership, several points must
s from

 bemade. As noted above, political influence derive




ndividuals to express their leadership qualities. Both were
centered in the neighborhoods, and both offereqd the opportunities
Bor expression on a Community wide basig,

The development of the Churches ang 8chools has been
gescribed in the "Historjca) Narrative® ang Section 83.7 (b) of
this petition. The establishment of Separate Lumbee churches
preceded the school movement; ip fact, many religious leaders
vere the leaders in the movement to Set up an independent school
system. The churches were controlled by their congregations,
which were primarily drawn from tpe neighborhood in which the
churches were located. The schools, when established, were built
by funds raised from the neighborhood and operated by a school
committee consisting of three persons drawn from the local
settlement. Generally these were the heads of the principal
These leaders appointed the teachers,

families in the area.
and decided who was eligible

raised funds to operate the schools,

to attend.
When issues and concerns transcended the local settlement, as |

in the case of education in general, the organization and support |

of the normal school, and the tribe's official name, individuals

II were chosen to 's_p'e_a_f_t for the -tr-.‘i_'.be'.,_ In some instances,
| individuals saw a need, campaigned for support within the
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where the
ready vehicles for its €Xpression were through the church and the

edusacionalysystem.t irhus, leadership was decentralized and issue

oriented. Each family and settlement recognized its own leaders

who would work in concert with others as issues dictated. As
noted in Section 83.7(b), the antebellum Lumbee community was
organized around a number of interrelated core families,
generally headed by an elder male. The isolation of the area,
together with the legislation following the 1835 constitutional
changes, has resulted in a severely limited record from which to
describe the political structure of the Lumbee tribe during this
period.

The nature of that political structure becomes clearer from {

an analysis of two petitions: the 1887 petition to the North

Carolina legislature requesting the establishment of a normal

school, and the 1888 petition to the United States Congress

asking for assistance in improving the Lumbee tribe's educational

| system. These petitions were signed by ninety-one tribal members

representing every Lumbee family name. The names of the signers

he political structure of the postbellum
BRSO
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from interviews with knowledgeable members of the Lumbee

community, £rom census, court and other government documents, and

grom wills, bibles, correspondence and the like. Despite these

painstaking efforts, gaps in the data exist., The information that
;s presented in the following charts is the best that is
available; where gquestions existed the information was not

included. Thus, although there are ninety-one petitioners, some

were not included because the staff was not certain as to their
genealogical relationships, or because there was a possiblity of

confusion with another person of the same or similar name. With

these caveats in mind, it is possible to describe with some

sihef S
certainty the political structure following the Civil War. It is

reasonable to assume that the system described operated in the

community for at least the nineteenth century and probably the

second half of the eighteenth century.
The efforts to establish an independent school system was

community-based and community wide. It involved family heads from

a number of the Lumbee settlements although the majority of the
signers of the 1887 and 1888 petitions came from the Prospect

settlement. As the data on the 1850 community shows, this was

the principal area of Lumbee settlement, so it not surprising
that it included the largest number of petitioners.

Many of the petitioners can be clustered into a few

intergenerational family units. The family clusters on which
there is sufficient data are described below. The individuals

Marked with astericks signed either or both of the petitions.

Also given is their year of birth and place of residency.

83.7 (c) PAGE 193




Cchart 7. The Preston Locklear Family

Patrick *
1874 Prospect (Long Swamp)

|.....---Pl:est:c:>n *
1839 Prospect

Emmaline Lowry
1840s

Governor Worth *
1868 Prospect

Nelson *
1855 Prospect

Chart 8. Isham Locklear Family

Margaret
| =
' ; Angus
oy 1828
Isham * Pheny
1805 Prospect = Isham *
= Jackson Locklear 1855 Prospect
i 1 Nancy ‘
. Hector *
il 1850 Prospect h
A = -Nancy
3 9, : Roan Jacobs - Ehh 4N
il o r— C:Olly Sab '
B LA | Prospect



chart 9. John Archer Locklear Family

John A.
1837 Prospect

Susan Woods

— Angus *
1865 Prospect

Margaret

L—— Mary McArthur

——— John Daniel *
1866 Prospect

“——= Solomon *
1862 Prospect

Lillie Locklear

John *
1852 Prospect

James *
1818

——— Serena

Malachai
Locklear *

Margaret

1862

John Harris *
1859

Crolly *
(also appears
on Chart #3)
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Chart 10. James

Oxendine, sr, Family

Molly
Locklear
—— Jordan *
1860
New Hope
Delilah Lowerie e Olline *
. 1854
—~—James Jr, * New Hope
1822 New Hope
l— ASbury *
——John J, * 1863
1826 New Hope — Zackarias *
= 1855
James St. Mary Jane Dial New Hope
5 Jesse
Elizabeth 1816
= Alva *
Catherine Lowry 1847
Union
Chapel
.| ' 3 A b—gugh * Winnifred
b il y. Thess geltlosmen: . 1831 g Locklear
Union Chapel
p v ‘m = _ = 1 " my CI
" - ’3?‘-.-— . 'f; . Eliza Chavis = :
3 3 he - 2 17 seities¥.b.Noore *
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These are patterns
at Were COnstant over the! sslrse &g the next one hundred years.

| There complexity is illustrateq by Chart 11, which shows how

those signers of the petition about whom there is reliable data

| were related to each other, It should be borne in mind that this

I is not a genealogical Charting of every kin relationship,

shows only those where there is a signer,

it

Yet, even with this

; limitation the chart shows that every Lumbee family was related

J by marriage to every other Lumbee family depicted.

The chart also shows that a large number of signers came from

‘ Prospect -- the main Lumbee settlement at that time. However,

there was a significant number representing other settlements.

These include New Hope, Burnt Swamp, Union Chapel, and Harper's

Ferry. These settlements were tied to each other and to Prospect

| by marriages.

i As the chart shows, while members of each family married out

of their settlement, the bulk of the family members remained in

their parents settlement. The most common pattern among signers
was for a father and several of his sons and his sons-in-law to

The elder men in each family were the
ctively they represented the tribe. The

A




1902 through 1904 show a pattern of large numbers of people with
the same surname registering at the same time. For example, in
1902 thirty-two individuals With the last name Oxendine
L-.ggist:ered on October 10 (Voter Registration for Burnt Swamp
1902). On October 13, 1902, thirteen Locklears and thirteen
oxendines registered (Ibid.). 1In 1904 thirty-seven Locklears
were recorded on the same day, October 10 (Ibid. 1904). It is
highly unlikely that this pattern of registration could have
occurred without the intervention of family leaders. When read in
the context of the political climate in Robeson County around the
turn of the century and the growing role of Lumbees in the local
political process, this emphasis on registration must be viewed
as a tribal activity designed to further the political aims of
the Lumbees,

The state law establishing the normal school that resulted
from the petitioning effort names four Lumbee leaders who, with
others to be chosen by them, were to form a board of trustees of

the normal school. They were W.L. Moore, James Oxendine, James

Dial, and Preston Locklear (NC Public Laws, 1887 Ch. 400:

699-701). Pursuant to statutory authority, these four

individuals chose three others: J.J. Oxendine, Isaac Brayboy, and

0llin Oxendine (Dial and Eliades 1975: 91). These individuals

held meetings designed to convince the Lumbee community that the

normal school was not a trick played by the white majority, and

to galvanize community support. Led by W.L. Moore, they raised

the necessary funds to buy the land, and to build and equip the

first school. Moore was at the time pastor of the United

Methodist Church of Prospect, a position he held from 1876 to
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1920. In 1888,

a se L
cond petition Was sent, this time to the U.S.

congress, asking for assistan : . )
€€ 1n maintaining the tribe's school

system. It contained the names of individuals from many of the

same families that had petitioned the Previous year, and although

W.L. Moore did not sign this petition, it is clear that he was

involved and in support of the effort (U.S. senate 1915: 38-39).

For the Lumbee the expansion and improvement of their
educational system was the most important concern they faced in
the early twentieth century. This involved a determination of the
tribe's name, since both the Lumbees and the white political
structure sought a means of providing educational opportunities
that were restricted to tribal members only. This had been
accomplished in some degree by the establishment of an Indian
school system by the state. The appeal for federal assistance
went to the heart of the problem since the only way the national
government could provide such services was through funds for
Indian education.

The effort to gain federal assistance was led by D.F. Lowry,
and involved extensive lobbying and mass meetings to inform the
Lumbee tribal members. In these efforts Lowry was assisted by
leaders from various settlements in the community including W.F.
Sampson, A.N. Locklear, W.R. Oxendine, E. Sampson, J.J. Bell,
James A. Locklear, C.B. Sampson, S.A. Hammond, Irwin Hammond,
Steven Hunt, J.0. Brooks, Henderson Lowry, J.W. McGirt, and C.F.

Lowry (see HN: 54). In 1913 D.F. Lowry headed a committee

consisting of some of the most prominent tribal leaders,

including A.B. Locklear, Preston Locklear, A.N. Locklear, James

A. Locklear, W.R. Locklear and B.F. Loud, who went to Washington
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to lobby for assistance. (u.s. House of Representatives, February
14810 LEA yeac later canother delegation consisting of W.R.
rocklear, W.M. Lowry and A. Chavis returned to Washington to
continue the lobbying efforts for educational aid and the
acceptance of the name "Cherokee Indians of Robeson County"
(Robesonian April 30, 1914: 1). That the leadership had the
ability to mass support for their position is illustrated by a
meeting called by Stephen A. Hammond, J.A. Hunt, Stephen Hunt,
avener Chavis and Troy CumminGs, acting as a Committee on
Invitation in 1914 (Ibid. July 30, 1914: 5). In preparing for a
visit by Special Indian Agent O.M. McPherson, the committee

called for a mass meeting on August 11 at which there were some

3,000 Lumbees in attendance (Ibid. August 13, 1914). A report
that appeared in the Robesonian, makes clear that the tribe was
well organized on the issue, that each section was represented by
leaders, and that the entire organization was chaired by J.A.
Locklear, with James Cummings serving as secretary (Ibid. August
17,.1914).,

On the local level, leaders frequently called meetings, or

'sponsored picnics to raise funds. Examples of this include a

nic sponsored by J.E. Dial in 1907 (Ibid. July 29, 1907: 6;
5, 1907: 5), an educational rally called by A.A. Locklear




political matters were involved

section 83.7(b), escribed in

there was a
reqular cycle of picnics and rallies

during the year,

candidates for office were invited to give speeches, and
r

afterwards joined the Lumbee leaders who organized the picnic for
dinner. Names that appear in the record include D.F. Lowry,

RRLYAR T LOMLY, BB LOWEY, MoNi Baker s p.B. Lowcy, and'is Dial

| (see pages 115-116). This was a common practice among the

| Lumbees, one that has continued to the present

| Following World War I the Lumbee leaders renewed their
~3 efforts to improve the funding of their schools and to assure

f tribal control. 1In 1913 a state attorney general's opinion had
held that the county board of education had the final say as to
who was eligible to attend the Indian schools in Robeson County.
- This presented a threat to the tribe's autonomy in education, and
the leaders pressed the legislature for a change, which was

accomplished in 1919. 1In that year the General Assembly passed

legislation establishing a committee consisting of five Lumbee

~ leaders -- Ralph Lowry, James B. Oxendine, J.E. Woodell, W.M.

*f&ikinsrrand-Calvin Locklear -- who would rule on any challenge

f%;fhéudeeisions=of the local school committees (N.C. Public
th the

1919 Chapter 211: 416).




"southeastern Cherokee Indians of North Carolina." Th id
. e president

of the group was B.G. Graham, yice President A.B, Locklear
. . r

secretary-treasurer F.L. Locklear, ang Corresponding secretary

C.B. Brayboy (JSBC March 29, 1932 Petition to Senator Josiah W.
Bailey). As described in the Historical Narrative, this petition

resulted in a major effort to get a bil) through Congress, and as

a result of ‘that effort a significant split over the tribe's name

' developed. TwO dgroups of leaders emerged, one favoring the use

| geFiEtouan Bias a mancjiandithe othex supporting the continued use

of "Cherokee" (HN: 64-85),

The "Siouan" group was led by Joseph Brooks (a Lumbee who had
: spent a part of the 1920s working in Detroit) B.G. Graham, and
James Chavis. They adopted the Siouan name and formed a tribal
E organization complete with a council that represented eighteen
districts within Robeson County. Each district had a councilman
representing from six to ninety families (HN: 83). Opposing this

group was D.F. Lowery and Clifton Oxendine, who argued for the

|
, continuation of the Cherokee name.
|

Both leaderships launched aggressive campaigns to persuade

Congress and their constituencies of the correctness of their

positions. Both held meetings attended by hundreds, at times

thousands, of Lumbees, but in the end the Lowery-Oxendine group

won out and the bill was killed. It was, however, a pyrrhic

victory, because in defeating the bill, the Lowery-Oxendine group

evented the adoption of the name they preferred and had

- M
it




- | .

and economic assistance. Brooks Sought to have the members of

the tribe acknowledged under the Provisions of the Wheeler-Howard
Act (Indian Reorganization Act). He pressed to have land set
aside for the Lumbee Indians as part of a land resettlement plan.
From 1932 through the early 19408, Joe Brooks, along with B.G.
Graham and James Chavis, were not only recognized as leaders by a
sizeable portion of the Lumbee tribe, but also by federal
officials such as John Collier (HN: 65-89). By the same token,
D.F. Lowry continued as the leader of the tribal segment opposed
to the Siouan Lodge movement. He had wide support within the
community, as well as support from the white political leadership
of the county, which in turn influenced the local congressmen and
senators. While in part the dispute between the two related to
the name and its implications for the educational autonomy of the
tribe, there was also a difference between the two over the role
of the national government in tribal affairs. While Joe Brooks
and his followers sought the active involvement of the national
governmment to alleviate the worst of the poverty that burdened
many of the Lumbee families, Lowery looked more to the tradition
of self-help through education.

Following World war II, D.F. Lowry renewed his efforts to get

some federal recognition of the tribe's name. 1In 1948 he

Organized a group called the Lumbee Brotherhood to deal with the

social and economic issues facing the tribe. One of these was

the guestion of the tribe's official name. Although there was
Opposition Lowry and his supporters were able to get the
Neécessary legislation passed by the North Carolina General

Assembly in 1953, and by the United States Congress in 1956. The
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tribe's na
S v ik
tribal leader. He was born i P ek S Gl
n 1881, the son of Calvin Lowry, an
older brother of Henry Berry Lowry. During his life he was a
teacher for twenty years, being the first graduate of the Indian
Normal School, a mailman for thirty years, and a Methodist
minister from 1913 on. He died in 1977 at the age of 96. For
more than fifty years he was an acknowledged tribal leader.
From the foregoing descriptions it is easy to extrapolate
certain generalizations concerning Lumbee leadership at the
tribal level. Successful leaders were those persons who could
articulate a point of view and convince others of the wisdom and
efficacy of their position. The success of a leader depended in
n large measure upon the size of the following he or she could
12 generate; that often depended upon the perception the tribal

members had of the leader; his or her honesty, integrity, and

%'- sense of public commitment. It depended also on the individual's

T
I ability to get things done, and often that meant the degree to
I
which the individual had contacts with the county and state

F non-Indian political leaders. Leadership was not
| mmzﬁ&uﬁtrzwr&ﬁﬂme ‘sense that individuals held elective

ed W’ mas{&%ﬁpﬂsw gmmw m@ of




who took the lead in the O0ld Main and Double Voting issues,
"They've paid their dues.

They're still leaders we can depend on

if something comes up" (Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes).

Leaders are persons who express the sentiments of some

segment of the tribe. On some issues the tribe has no single

point of view, resulting in spokesmen expressing strongly

divergent opinions. This was certainly true of the controversy

over the tribe's name in the 1930's. However, there is a

tendency for the tribe to act in unison when the threat is
perceived to come from the outside. Perhaps the best example is
the Ku Klux Klan rally in Maxton in 1958.

There was a resurgence of Klan activity in the southern
states in the 1950s, particularly in the southeastern part of
North Carolina and the adjoining sections of South Carolina. In
1951 and 1952 there were thirteen incidences of flogging in
neighboring Columbus County that resulted in the prosecution of
sixty-three Klansmen (Raleigh News and Observer April 2, 1952;
Robesonian July 24, 1952). These prosecutions and others
weakened the Klan for a few years, but by 1957 they were again
holding cross-burning rallies in North Carolina. On January 13,

1958, the Klan burned crosses in front of two homes in Robeson

County, both occupied by Lumbees. One was within the city limits
-eﬁs&mm, in an all-white neighborhood, and the other,

de Parkton, was occupied by a Lumbee woman who was

| ’ ‘man. mz&m -‘mdt clear that the burnings were
 Lumbees against 543 al mixing (Raleigh News and

e L : ifﬂ



January 18th (Robesonian January 17, 1958).
Indian outrage was immediate and universal. They were joined

by the Maxton Town Board, which condemned the planned rally and

urged citizens to stay away (Ibid.). The Robesonian speculated

that "the K.K.K. has bitten off a bigger hunk than it can chew,"

and suggested that the Klan "get plenty of police protection if

it decides to burn a fiery cross in Pembroke" (Ibid.; Raleigh

News and Observer January 17, 1958). Two days before the rally

Robeson County Sheriff Malcolm McLeod visited the Klan leader
James Cole and told him no members of his department would be
present at the rally (Raleigh News and Observer January 17, 1958;
Charlotte Observer January 17, 1958); on the day before the
rally, the Maxton Town Board passed a resolution condemning the
rally (Raleigh News and Observer January 18, 1958).

Between thirty-five and fifty Klansmen gathered around 7

P.M.; Sheriff McLeod arrived shortly thereafter with a small

contingent and urged Cole to call off the rally. In the meantime

several hundred Lumbees arrived and surrounded the armed

Klansmen. Suddenly, the Lumbees started shouting and pushing

forward, there was some gun fire and the single light was broken.

e ——

1&9 Klananen fled in panic, Cole so hastily that he 1e£t his

-1 utt-nq L

fxgity in thg ca:. In short order the tribal membors had ronhaﬂ
AN, Bibee, iR EADy reapects, iE tAgresencd & Jiffqieat appfoach
‘the Klan tﬁ&f*iwtﬁoir flags and robes. Shortly thereafter, the
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Oxéﬂggld thf boys‘to take it easy," remarked [Simeon]
ne. "Slap 'em around a little, if you have to, I
told them, but don't hurt 'em,"

t32e Indians hqd begome incensed at the Klan because of
e cross-burnings in the county early last week. When
e much-advertised KKK rally gathered last night, the
Igdlang movedlln concert to break it up.
No, 1t wasn't planned," Oxendine said of the Indians'

action. It just happened that way" (Raleigh News and
Observer January 20, 1958).

Oxendine described his role in the following terms. "Some of 'em
[Lumbees] wanted to kinda designate me as a leader." I just
said, 'let's go fellers.' We just walked on off and started
taking their meeting apart. That's all they wus to it'
(Greensboro Daily News January 17, 1971: 27).

In this incident the Lumbees acted spontaneously. There was
support for the Lumbees' action among the public officials in the
county. The event demonstrated the willingness of the Lumbees to
take direct action when called for; they did not seek court
injunctions or the like. The swiftness and certitude with which
they reacted to the Klan was a vivid reminder that the tribal
members would tolerate no threat from outsiders.

Before proceeding with a review of the other events that took

i place in the 1960s and 1970s, which have been described in the
i Historical Narrative (HN: 101-116), it is appropriate to discuss
- the development of the Lumbee Regional Development Association,

Inc. since, in many respects, it represents a different approach

by the Lumbee tribe to the resolution of its social, economic,

‘and political problems. PRt ot e |
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LUMBEE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.

In 1968 a small group of Lumbees met with Gerald Sider, who
at the time was a part-time consultant with the Mobility Project
of the North Carolina Fund and the North Carolina Manpower
pevelopment Corporation, to discuss ways by which the members of
the Lumbee tribe could benefit from the various poverty programs
then available. The members of the group held the conviction
that although the Lumbees represented a third or more of the
population of the county, they were not receiving their fair
share of the available services and resources. Out of these
informal meetings and conversations came the plan for the
Regional Development Associates, Inc., an organization for
Lumbees.

Regional Development Associates, Inc. was incorporated by the

state of North Carolina early in 1968 to serve the rural

population of Robeson County. Article II of the charter reads as

follows:

Regional Development Associates, Inc., is a non-profit
corporation for the purpose of analyzing and developing
solutions to the health, education, general and economic l

welfare problems of rural and urban poor people.

Section 1. This Corporation will operate primarily in,
but will not be limited to, North Carolina.

‘Section 2. The Corporation will 1) provide technical |
‘_ | R - E & - x [ < 3 f 1
ssist: ;




be undertaken either by the Corporation itself or with
the.COfPQration as sub-contractor or contractor in

) conjunction with other agencies, private or public,
national, state, or local (LRDA January 31, 1968).

Although it is nowhere mentioned in the corporation's charter
it is clear both from interviews with the original incorporators
and the subsequent actions of the organization that RDA was a
Lumbee Indian organization. One of the founders of the
corporation explained that the intent was to help the Lumbees,
particularly those living in the rural areas, but there was a
fear that to say so in the corporate articles might cause them to
be denied funding. 1In 1974, A. Bruce Jones, responding to
| questions at a board meeting, explained that the original idea
' for the organization grew out of meetings with Horace Locklear,

Gerald Sider, and Rod Locklear, who were looking into the
conditions and needs of the Lumbee Indians. After preliminary
’ meetings Horace Locklear drew up a charter, after which a number
of Lumbee community leaders were invited to a meeting at the 0ld

) Foundry Restaurant in Lumberton where the charter was read and

discussed, and given tacit approval (Ibid. February 24, 1974).

e As soon as the charter was completed the four directors chose A.
J Bruce Jones to serve as president.
During its early years the new organization faced three
‘significant problems: developing a community ﬁ&sedﬁdﬁgahiﬁﬂﬁibﬁr |
establishing and funding programs to meet the Lumbee community's

¥
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The firSt_taSk faced by the newly chartered corporation was
to organize an infrastructure that reflected its goals of
improving the conditions of the tribal members within Robeson and
adjoining counties. The corporate charter provided for a board

of directors of not less than four members: however, this offered
little guidance for developing a community-based organization. To
remedy this, the Board of Directors took two steps; it expanded
its size to nine members, and it appointed a steering committee
of fifteen representing every sector of the Lumbee community.

Mr. [A. Bruce] Jones a
. S appointed Rev. Simeon Cummings as
Egaérman of the Steering Committee for RDA and asked

ha he appoint a body of ten (sic) representatives.
The followzng persons were selected to serve as members
of the Steering Committee:

1. Mr. J.W. Thomas (Saddletree)

2. Mr. Dennis Maynor (Rex Rennert)

3. Mr. Welton Locklear (Ashpole)

4. Mr. Harold Deese (Maxton)

5. Mr. Edward Sampson (Lumberton)

6. Mr. Noah Woods (wakulla)

7. Mr. Milton Hall (Parkton)

8. Mr. Howard Oxendine (Back Swamp)

9. Mr. wade Jacobs (Alfordsville)
10. Mrs. Vera Lowry (Rowland)
11. Mr. Carmel Locklear (Prospect)
12. Mr. Lance Hardin (Smyra Allentown)
13. Mr. John Albert Locklear (Union Chapel)
14. Mr. James B. Locklear (Mt. Airy)
15. Mr. W.J. Strickland (Pembroke)

(Ibid. November 7, 1969).
Over the course of the next few months the Steering Committee
gs in their communities.

Fesd

weeks after

the formation of the Steering Committee,




(Ibid. November 28, 1969).
In addition, Chairman Cummings appointed a Housing Committee "...
to study housing Programs and make recommendations to the
membership of RDA for housing projects." This committee consisted
of Carlton Oxendine, chairman, Howard Oxendine, Early Maynor,
Royce Locklear, Curt Locklear, and Grover Oxendine.

RDA continued its efforts to expand its role in the Lumbee

community and to involve larger segments of that community. It
appointed individuals from the various settlements to serve on

committees, urged individuals to join RDA, and held general

membership meetings on a regular basis. Upon the recommendation
of Dr. Ray Tanner, U.S. Department of Commerce (Ibid. October 18,

1970), the group's name was changed to Lumbee Regional

Development Association, Inc. At the same time, Article II of
the corporate charter was amended to reflect the group's specific

b objective of serving the Lumbee Indians. The revised article

F read, in part, "... and the corporation will itself undertake

L4

' demonstration and on going projects to serve the health,
education, general and economic welfare needs of the Lumbee
Indlans, in particular, and rural and urban poor in general"

28, 1970). To broaden its leadershxp base and to

i L T

Tds of an expandiﬂg o;ganization, the Board ofc.‘u& 3{

?Ibid.{necembgr




transiti
The Sition from RDA to LRDA brought about not only an
expansion of positions within the organization, but also a new
organization of these positions, 1In March, 1971, the Board of

pirectors approved the following officers:

President - w.J. Strickland

Chairman - A. Bruce Jones
Secretary - Ruth Roberts
Treasurer - James H. Woods

Assistant Secretary-Treasurer - John R. Jones,

All officers of the corporation were required to be members of
the Board of Directors (Ibid. March 24, 1971).

Under LRDA's plan of organization the Board of Directors was
advised by the Advisory Council headed by W. J. Strickland. There
was an executive director under the authority of the Board; under
him a deputy director. The executive director received guidance
from the Educational Advisory Committee. The remainder of the
operation was divided into two categories: projects, and
administration and planning, all under the control of the

executive director. Although there were subsequent modifications

to this plan of organization, they contained the central
organizational principle of LRDA; a board of directors assisted

by a broad range of community volunteers oriented to resolving a

host of community defined concerns.
In 1975, LRDA's charter was changed to permit the election of

the Board of Directors by members of the Lumbee tribe. Under the

new charter there are seventeen members on the board; fourteen

are elected by districts (Map 26; Table 12), and three are

elected by the board to represent the Lumbee populations in Hoke
County, Raleigh, North Carolina, and Baltimore, Maryland. The

|
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terms of all board members are for three years and they are

‘%‘a elected on a staggered schedule, 5-5-4. pach electoral district
has a minimum population of 2,000 Lumbee Indians. Since its

tibh inception LRDA has had four eéxecutive directors: Tommy Dial,

X " oscar Blanks, Kenneth Maynor, and James Hardin. As can be seen

¢ ' by Chart 12, the continuity of tribal political influence has

continued in that all but two of the current Board members are

lineal descendants of the 1887 and 1889 Croatan petitioners.
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND FUNDING

| RDA received its first grant from the Ford Foundation through

[ the National Congress of American Indians to carry out a literacy
project among tribal members. The grant, a modest $4,300, was
for a term of one year. Within a year RDA had established,
through its directors and steering committee, adult classes in a
number of settlements including Union Chapel, Oxendine, and
Saddletree. They were staffed by Lumbee teachers on a voluntary

basis. To better coordinate the efforts at adult education, the I

board of directors established a separate program called the

Lumbee Outreach Project with Vera M. Lowry as chairperson. A

second project, called the Lumbee Talent Search Project, was

initiated "... to identify potential drop-outs in junior high

‘Jévels and to assist in -identifying exceptionally talented

p—‘pkl ST E 1
2 sel high'levels for assistance in scholarships
. ‘1_ 5..;{14! P AN R o |
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citizen, health Care,

Job training, nutrition, and elementary and
ndary sc
seco Y school programs. a complete list of these is to be

found in the appendices to this petition

In 1981, Ken Maynor, the executive director of LRDA, appeared

at a conference on "Public Policy and Native Americans in North

Carolina: Issues for the 80s.” At that time he presented the

following summary of the role LRDA played in the contemporary
Lumbee tribal community,

ca??mggg Rgglonal Development Association, which I will
A for short, is a private, nonprofit corporation
chartered by the state of North Carolina to improve the
social, economic, educational and general welfare of the
estlmated.do;ooo Lumbees in and around Robeson County.
The organization is headquartered in Pembroke, North
Carolina and has a seventeen member board of directors
who represent the Indian communities in Robeson, Hoke,
Scotland, and Bladen counties. By the way, these
directors are elected by the community. LRDA was formed
in 1968 by local Indian people because of the critical
need for an Indian organization to serve the Indian
people, to be an advocate for their needs and interests,
and to provide services and outreach to the Indian
communities., Presently LRDA receives federal, state,
and private funds to support twelve community service
projects designed to meet the various needs of the
Lumbee people. The total operating budget for the
fiscal year 1980-81 is $4.2 million.

LRDA has directed its efforts toward the areas of
greatest need among the Lumbee communities. Needs
assessments conducted in the Indian communities indicate
that educational disadvantages, lack of employment |
opportunities, and the resulting low income are major
problems causing a high incidence of poverty. Major
health problems, a lack of adeguate housing, compounded
with other problems lead to a high mortality rate for
Indians. The thrust of LRDA programs is to help
alleviate these problems. | : ay

The Lumbees are widely recognized for their farming
* | have ditiona been heavily employed in

obs he economy oi_gheggegion

P 0 years from

i  industry. p-
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only 20 percent of the Lumbees were employed in
agriculture, 1n addition, illiteracy has put the Indian
adult at an extreme disadvantage when competing with
better educated whites ang youths for jobs in the job
market,

Discrimination ang un
also kept the Indian wo
According to the North
Civil Rights in its sty
Robeson County in 1972,
are relegated to operati

fair employment practices have
rker in the least desirable jobs.
Carolina Advisory Committee on
dy of private employment in

"the largest number of Indians
ves, laborers, and service
classifications. These represent the lowest paying jobs
in the blue-collar category." 1In 1970, 33 percent of
all Indian people were employed as operatives, with the
largest number of Indians in any one salary category
earning below $2,000 per capita annually.

Poverty is a stark reality for Indians in Robeson
County. In 1967, the median family income for whites was
$4,656; for Lumbees, it was $1,324 per capita. The 1970
Census data shows (sic) that 72 percent of all Indian
families had annual incomes below $7,000, compared to 20
percent of the white families. The census data \
indicates (sic) that almost 50 percent of the Indian
population lived below the poverty 1eyel, compargd to 19
percent for whites. 1In 1976, the median family income
for Robeson County was $8,200 annually, compared to y
$14,405 in the United States. .Th1s makes the cougty on
of the poorest in the nation with 35 percent of the

i ivi r below the poverty level.
total population living at o the e
For blacks and Indians, the number living at or be
i nt. The unequal
the poverty level is about 45 perce i
earning power is especially hard for Lumbee(Lambees
because of the larger numbEFtof gegindents u
3 blacks 4.4, whites 3.5).
averagedacgéional attainment, illiteracy, profound
h L?:he roblems, and lack of adequate housing are major
p?gblemg that lower the economic status of_thieﬁgTbgis.
From this one can see that the socioeconomic 28VEL 050w
: is far below that of the average !
FlSaiaoees & rder to address some of these
LTt e H a very active advocate and
ELobiong, LhpA %0 beent of the social and economic
Saealyat for Japiorele ities Its accomplishments
conditions in Indian communities. S
2328, | ffective planning, community h
L3I 2 ',agggessive_pursuit of support for
es. LRDA has been a visible
“can do to help themselves and
d goope¥ative ..... - ! v
& the fokicuing goals,

.}f-
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4) improve deliv
: rural Indian §2%13Ee2?01a1 services to low-income
) pProvide adequate day éa ;

Pre-school learning f re services and enhance

6) increase knowled g for Indian children:
and history ang giiand awareness of Lumbee culture
American studies b mulate interest in Native

7) increase Indian eny e akogand ceachec sy
institutions and d;géiment N
e Rllate s rvice careers;

¥ bublia iSsuzgrgiiggttﬁgwﬁﬁgggn:nd awareness of
promote Indi T :

10) provide segtigegnizyﬁousing health, social
services, and nutrition to m ST
low-income Indian peopi meet the crisis needs of

In 197 e
e Econoiichggoiiﬁﬁized its first grant from the Office
SR R arin nity, which is today CSA (Community
econom? dmlnlstratlon), to provide a variety of
& iha ig evelopment services to the Indian communities.
e E S 12¢§pt10n, LRDA has utilized aboout $26
Nl 2 I;giaﬁ sral and other funds to provide services
SR communities. The funds have been
%3 OVé?nlSYOEEl;lzef to provide services and assistance

r >eople annually.

I would like just briefly to go through some of the
programs LRDA has, and I want to emphasize the programs
that have had a large impact on the community, such as
CETA, day—gare, and business development. The
Comprehensive Employment and Training Act project (CETA)
operated by LRDA from 1974 until the present has given a
tremendous boost to the economy of the Indian
communities. Last year the CETA project provided
manpower employment and training services that enabled
over 1,000 Indian adults and youths who were unemployed
or underemployed to obtain and retain employment. The
CETA project encourages youth to continue studies in
school or training and technical institute systems, and
helps adults move into full-time employment through work
experience and on-the-job training. The current budget
for the CETA project is about $3,171,000 and the goal
for this year is to work with about‘l,loo participants.

Since it began, the LRDA CETA project has utilized
over $18 million in federal funds to serve a total of
about 10,000 low-income Indian people of Robeson, Hoke,
Scotland, and Bladen counties. With LRDA assistance,
many of these people have received training and improved
their skills to enter into and remain in permanent Jobs.
Their income levels have risen signéficanttyland
hopefully will continue to rise. OUnfortunately, in
fugure ygars, we anticipate that CETA will bg cut back
severely. The increase in the number of trained,
skilled, and efficient Indian workers has helped the
area to attract more and better paying industries.
While there has been & large drop in the number of

83.7(c) PAGE 216




Indians e
mployed j ‘
b 4 1n agriculture, this has been offset to

some degree b
manu - Y a large :

wholgggigrlng' transgorggﬁ?gé of Indians employed in
Sarane and retail tragde and public utilities,

b éeand all kinds of sé finance, insurance and real
o5y Ut.?gral Community Prorilce-lnduStFies'
deveIOP;eéie?nb¥ LRDA to di?eigT;ngtfgoEeEt is the major

: dian 2Ct ulate economic
nine components 4 communities. Of the ] '
economic growth: ;ggdare_d}:ectly related tgrgggct :
economic levels of ReugglV1tYr and improvement of the
an?nBiggfntggunties)‘g n N (Robeson, Scotland, Hoke,
entrepreneurs :%igfi ?ﬁgan to assist Indian
development analysis tzcgeFvlce area in counseling,
packaging. This activit Elcal A ance ang oan
continues to help Producz SR i R
Thanks to a grant from thelggePeQdent PR L b
Americans, the office s Sces o on COLANRLENS
of business developmenterves more clients in many phases
haﬁlth help from the program, 36 : ;

e been developed within tﬂ new Ind1an_busxnesses
year. The total amount of al? target area in the past
with the assistance of LRDA wasbgi1?§§SSégansTﬁbtained
activity has i ERBY b 18
area. ¥his 13222?03zlﬁoizpzigﬁﬁfgggnfcoﬂomy S Cai
considers and applies o ipli Ll g
coming into thepgconom;hztiﬂﬂigtpller e T
ﬁ factor of four to seven times esngzelgggérgconomy P¥

usipesses definitely assist i ; T TAN
service needs of theyLumbez cé;mﬁﬁigsragge;;:g Ege
community more self-sufficient. This is eccmomice
development at its best because it uses local resou
as the central focal point. =S

The most rapidly expanding program at LRDA has been
the agency's day-care program. This program began in
September, 1977 with the first center located near
Pembroke. Today. LRDA operates seven centers serving
low-income communities in two counties all licensed by
the state of North Carolina to provide services to 315
pre—school children. The goal of the day-care program
is to help increase the economic status of families by
providing full-time day-care services that relieve
parents of children of child care responsibility and
enable them to obtain employment. The centers serve

children from infancy to age five who live in low-income
communities where appropriate day-care services are not
available. The centers provide an educational and

developmental curriculum, a safe and healthy
environment, and nutritious meals and snacks. To enroll

their children in the centers, parents pay a weekly fee
that is based on a sliding scale determined by family
size and yearly income. About 80 percent of the
families served have low incomes.

care facilities, approximately 210

By providing day-
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To continye
communities, t;g Eggrade the economy of the Lumbee

and policies: DA suggests the following programs
l) To eanrce n
' and promotio

| the area, es
| non-minority employees,

2) Egafg?;;"giotgaprov1de special employment and
hidn grams for Indians until some parity has

G reached in income levels,

b gg;giguinggaﬁgogéde special educational services
disadvane .overcome_educatlonal

s ntages that hinder their employment,
busgggglnue_to recruit better paying industries and

S€S 1nto the area to enhance employment

5) OPPOItupltles and.reduce unemployment among Indians.
To provide economic incentives to Indian businessmen
to gnable them to develop viable and competitive
businesses in Indian communities.

6) To ensure that Indian programs receive necessary
funding, a portion of the state block grant monies
shoulq be_set aside for Indian tribes and
organizations of the President's proposed block grant
program is implemented.

7) To ensure that the Lumbee communities continue to
exercise self-determination, we strongly recommend
that the U.S. government through the Bureau of Indian
Affairs recognize the Lumbee tribe and promote
self-government among the Lumbee.

Although the statistics presented earlier clearly
indicate that Indians of North Carolina continue to
suffer from poor economic conditions, I have attempted
to show that over the past decade LRDA has had a
positive influence on the socio-economic level of the
Lumbee people. However, it is important to stress that
progress has just begun and must not stop here (Presti
1981: 70-73).

iff@rmative action" in hiring, firing,
S 1n large industries and businesses of
pecially with a clear majority of

[@ One can get some idea of the success and impact of LRDA on

the Lumbee community by looking at the programs operated by the

organization. 1In 1985 LRDA had a total budget of $3,267,771 and

ﬁifgétégmﬁihé programs.
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ices Block Grant Soifi lega 126:«-081.-«._—; I

2 L F ».;m.._,-! y Diag LAASE S0
cb. S Lba oY KX
(0 B SSERA Loy Sei

N g g LA
y | ¥

-




$3,267,771.

puring the period from 1971 through 1985 LRDA staffed and
directed, on behalf of the Lumbee tribe, pro‘jects in adult
education, Indian education, nutrition, Vista, summer youth
recreation, arts and crafts, technical assistance, assistance to
small businesses, Lumbee enrollment, and federal recognition. The
total value of these projects was nearly $39 million (See
Appendix _l__ for a listing of the programs operated by LRDA

since its inception).
TRIBAL RECOGNITION

The third area of concern, and the one that set LRDA apart
from other agencies concerned with rural poverty, had to do with
the corporation's efforts to act on behalf of the Lumbee Indians
and to enhance the understanding of others concerning the tribe.
The charter of RDA prohibited the corporation from becoming
involved in partisan political activities (Article 4, Sect. 1-3),

but this did not prevent the organization from supporting Lumbee
candidates for public office. A policy statement approved on

April 3, 1970 makes clear the role to be played by the

corporation:

1. "RDA will serve a role to promote the hiring of
Lumbees into available positions, both local and state,
and will secure information regarding these positions as
needed, however, it will not be the pol}cy of the
organization to go on record as supporthg any one
individual or one personality for a particular position.
The only position which will be taken in this regard

for Indian employment if such positions

will be support
or in writgﬁg as a group of recommended persons for
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employment_u
ST : . y
only pgfftBDAlls a bipartisan, non-political entity, the
Organizat~1ca. acthlty to be engaged 1n thfough the
EARALTAAK 10n 1s to promote and encourage Indian

€8 and that activity which is in the interest of

the betterment of the Lumbees" (1bid. April 3, 1970).
Since its inception LRDA and its predecessor have responded
to three principal concerns related to Lumbee tribal identity.
They are: 1) activities that express the Lumbees' sense of
identity; 2) the tribe's relations with other tribes and Indian
organizations; and 3) the tribe's relations with the state and

federal governments,
1) Activities

While during the early years of the organization the
principal concerns addressed had to do with economic and social
improvement of the Lumbee population, RDA from its inception was
involved in the organization of the Lumbee Homecoming, initially
as a joint venture with the Pembroke Jaycees and other
organizations. After 1971 LRDA took over sole responsibility for

the planning and execution of the event, which has been describe

under Criterion (b). 1In 1972 LRDA announced the first of a
series of awards to be given to outstanding members of the tribe,.

The Henry Berry Lowery Award is given "... to a person who has

been instrumental in the cause of the Lumbee Indians" (Ibid. June
26, 1971). sSince its inception the following people have

teceived these prestigious awards:

Henry Berry Lowery Award

1971 Rev, D.F, Lowry
1972 Lew Barton
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1973 Rev. Lonnie Jacobs
1974 Dr. M.L. Brooks
1975 Jim Chavis
ig;g Adolph Dial
Dr. Er 18
T4 L%, Agé;:h Jones
1979 A. Bruce Jones
1980 Ruth Dial woods
1981 Bruce Barton
1982 Clifton Oxendine
1983 Rev. Elias Rogers
igg; gilliam Lonnie Revels
ev. Simeo ]
o n Cummings

Dexter Brooks

Distinguished Service Award

1974 Bessie Ransom

1975 Vera Lowery & Janie M. Locklear
1976 John Willie Oxendine

1977 Helen Schierbeck

1978 John R. Jones

1979 Rod Locklear

1980 Herman Dial

1981 Bobby Dean Locklear

1983 Elmer W. Hunt

1984 J.W. Hunt

1985 Rev. Julian Ransom and James Mitchell
1986 Rev. Michael Cummings

Business Person of the Year Award

1972 Rev. Ward Clark, Jr.
1973 Russell Oxendine
1974 Bradie Locklear
1975 Curt Locklear

1976 Lacy Collins

1977 Eugene Gene Locklear
1978 Jerry Cummings

1979 Rabon Lowery

1980 Rev, Jerry Lowery
1981 Herbie Oxendine

1982 Peggy Brewington
1983 Hubert Oxendine

1984 Hartley J. Oxendine
1985 James C. Maynor

1986 Bill James Deese

Advancement of Education Award

1980 Dr. Dalton Brooks
1981 Dr. Gerald D. Maynor
1982 Dr. Waltz Maynor
1983 James H. Hammonds
1984 Elmer T. Lowery, Sr.
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1985
1986

Earlie g, Maynor
Janice Jacobs Hunt

in addition, LRDA has SPonsored a number of programs of a

glisura L inature. SOnt 1 recently, when funding was withdrawn by

the federal government due to programmatic cut-backs, LRDA

directed the Lumbee River Native American Center, whose objective
was to provide gifted students experience and training in the

areas of music, dance, Visual arts, drama, speech, and creative

writing. The program enrolled approximately 150 students during

the regular school year, and another 200 for its summer program.

The curriculum was based on an Indian course of study and the

talents of the students were given exposure through performances

at the local high schools, Pembroke State University and other

public functions. There were recitals, performances of plays and

dance, and art exhibits.
| 2) Relations With Other Tribes And Indian Organizations

As pointed out, RDA received its first programmatic grant

through the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI). 1In

1972 LRDA sent a representative to the NCAI annual convention in

Florida (Ibid. October 13, 1972). However, by the mid-1970s a

split had developed between the Lumbee leadership and the NCAI

over thefidle«oﬁwthe non;féderally'tecognized tribes and LRDA




called upon the unj while the other
Nited States to Cease funding nonrecognized

tribes. In Janua
LY, 1976 the Executive Council of the NCAI passed

a resolution that included the following section:

The
Lumbee leaders of LRDA were quick to respond, sending off

| letters to the NCAI, newspapers, and governmental officials

condemming this attack. Bruce Barton pointed out:

Whether the NCAI says so or not, the Lu i
| those who would rather be known as "T&sggﬁgrgg?lig ;:nd
| Indian as you can be. Ask our White Robesonians what we
are? Chegk our blood line if you must. The blood
quatum (sic) is there. We have been politically and
ecoEOmlgally and socially deprived because of our status
as "Indian." We know we are "Indian." It will take more
than a resolution from the NCAI to change the intent of
our hearts (Barton February 6, 1976).

Concerning the NCAI actions and attitudes the AIPRC report noted:

... the interrelationship between termination and

non-recognition is something which has not caught the

| eye of Indian tribes throughout the nation. Instead,

I the policy of termination is viewed as old and benign,

H' something which could not happen again. And, as for

| & non-recognition, a polarization-effect has occurred;

i "Recognized" and "non-recognized" communities are
entrenched in an open battle, and have been for the past
several years. As such, the "recognized" communities

'~ have easily dominated the so-called battle. The

"anti-Lumbee, anti—non-recogniffd' reioluzlgg of NCAI is

" not an exception to the prevailing rule of the game,
- gl ggstggd"ig'gnly indicates the :urre;g "p?litlcal:e 4
" atmosphere felt in Indian Country: There's no moreé roo

‘? *ﬁtqasPhele'fgl;hnd'honerecognized.selleoutg, the "pie"

' gu(ip&es;geﬁgrtigg*;o appropriations)

}1.
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and Welfare in : . i Y
Which it specifically excluded the Lumbee tribe.

198 . ;
BY 0, these Organizations hag changed their views and the

Lumbee tribe was accepted fully,
The Lumbee tribe through LRDA also belonged to the Coalition of

Eastern Native Americans (CENA) until its demise in 1976. CENA
. grew out of a conference held in Washington in 1972, organized by
: two Lumbee leaders, Helen Schierbeck and W.J. Strickland. Over
i 200 delegates from recognized and non-recognized tribes,
communities and groups east of the Mississippi River attended.
Strickland was chosen to direct the new organization, which at
its height, included sixty tribes and associations covering the
area from Maine to Louisiana, as members. The organization's
decline was the result of a number of factors: the virilent
feelings against non-federally recognized tribes that
” characterized the period, shifts in federal funding priorities,
‘- and the very growth of the organization that resulted in
I administrative problems that could not be easily resolved.

The leaders of LRDA, in addition to their efforts to promote

tribal objectives with national Indian organizations, saw the

need to establish a relationship with state authority. As has

Lumbees have always had some influence in

'beep noted previously,

s politics, but this effort was to
3J&§a§§§g from LRDA approached Governor Robert Scott with

be on a pan-tribal basis.

a state commission on Indian affairs.

‘_‘ggég, ~-¥a§Lnsm§ieh Enmksahu;



independent agency,

and
Early Maynor, a member of LRDA's Board of

Directors, was n ;
4 amed as the first executive director. In 1977 the

A. Bruce
Jones succeeded Early Maynor as the executive director in 1976.

The North Carolina Indian Commission (NCIC) continues to be a
major voice 1in state Indian policy, showing the influence of the

Lumbee tribal leaders on regional Indian affairs.

In 1975, LRDA and NCIC held a staff retreat to discuss common

concerns. One of the products of that retreat was the

establishment of an annual conference, the North Carolina Indian

Unity Conference. The conference has been immensely successful,

growing from 100 participants in 1975 to over 600 in 1986, and
has developed from a one day workshop to a three day event that
A includes general assemblies, workshops, talent show, powwow,

banquet and dance. Featured speakers have included the state's

' governors, and other state and federal officials including

individuals from the U.S. Office of Indian Education,

Administration for Native Americans, U.S. Departments of Labor,

and Housing and Urban Development. The conference also provides

a forum for candidates for state-wide offices. Throughout the

ié}iod LRDA leadership has been deeply involved not only in the

’fn?@fﬁf'ucrc, but also in the development of the Unity

J“.(,- ;
Q"fe;gng% was sgonsored by NCIC,

but in
1
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formed to carr N
Y out activities that could not be handled by the

state agency. Th
€ revenue fronp the Unity Conference is used to

finance the organization!
ion iviti :
S activities. This organization is

resently led 3
P Y by James Hardin, who is also the executive director
of LRDA,

3) State and Federal Relations

Considerable information has already been presented
concerning the relationship of the Lumbee tribe with the state of
North Carolina and the federal government under the aegis of
LRDA. As has been pointed out, the LRDA leadership was active in
the establishment of the North Carolina Indian Commission. Beyond
that, it has maintained close ties with the state's governors and
legislators. As an example of its relationship with the state
government, when LRDA needed funds to continue its enrollment it
sought and received help in the form of a grant from the state.

"~ As has been described in the "Historical Narrative," the

imbees have maintained a close relationship with the national

BOBIS)



' or example, in 1984 it held a referendum to get tribal

F
permission to act as an interim tribal council for federal

recognition. The referendum passed overwhelming. Yet, the more

traditional forms of Lumbee organization have remained, and the

community values regarding leadership have continued. Blu, in
contrasting Lumbee leadership with that of blacks, has described
the motivating values:

Indian followers, on the other hand, only reluctantly
and exceedingly warily "follow" their leaders. Indians
do not readily delegate authority or decision-makin
powers to their leaders, and leadership is constantly
contested. An Indian leader can never be entirely sure
of his precarious balance between an aura of authority
("big I, little you") and an image of working for his
people ("commonness"), for Indians expect their leaders
to have both these qualities, even if one of them is
considered undesirable. A person must manifest both if
he is to be a leader. If he is too "common," he will
not set himself apart from his fellows and therefore

e will not be able to lead; if he is too self-aggrandizing
and assertive, he will alienate his followers (Blu

. 1980:119).

Politics among the Lumbees continues to be the product of the
complex interplay of family, religion and settlement. As in the
past, each settlement has its individuals who are regarded as
leaders, people who can be called upon for assistance and
ggﬁﬂgngg,.gnd who will seek help for others without request.
While the local school committees are a thing of the past, the
changes in voter registration have enabled more Lumbees to seek
n public office at a variety of levels -- school board,

- A0 | .cal party and town offices. As Blu
inisters no longer play the




who take an active part jn tpe tribe's political affairs. Because
of the tribe's stress on individualism, there are always many
approaches to the solution of any problem,

Historically, much of the visible Lumbee political
organization has been Problem-oriented. fThus the nineteenth and
early twentieth century efforts to improve educational
opportunities for Lumbees and to attain federal and state
recognition and support have revolved around specific issues and
charismatic leaders. This continues to the present day. As
previously described, in the 1950s D.F. Lowry led a sustained
effort that had widespread community support to get the tribe's
name changed and to secure the passage of the Lumbee Bill. Later,
in the same decade, Lumbees responded to threats by the Ku Klux
Klan by attacking their rally in Maxton.

In the 1960s the tribal members organized to fight the
desegregation of their schools and to increase their political
power in the county through voter registration. This latter
action was led by a number of tribal members including Dr. Martin

Brooks, Carnell Locklear, and Thadis Oxendine; the school
'j;-egation-battle:wasaled by the-parents, particularly those




of the same leaders led the fight to have "double voting" ended.
This was a system that permitted whites to vote in both one of
the five separate school districtg where whites were the majority

: and in the county-wide school systen which their children did not

attend, and where the non-whites Otherwise had a majority This

fight was successfully led by Janie Maynor Locklear, Dexter

grooks, Harbert Moore, and Robert Mangum, When they were

unsuccessful in getting legislative relief, they filed a legal
action, which they won in 1975,

In 1974 a group of Lumbees sought to have Congress clarify
the meaning of the 1956 act. The Lumbees active in this effort
were Brantley Blue, Linda Oxendine, Helen Scheirbeck, Tom
oxendine, Jo Jo Hunt, Purnell Swett, and Rod Locklear. Most of
these Lumbees were, at that time, living and working in the
washington, D.C, area, which gave them the opportunity to lobby
Congress on behalf of the tribe. Although they made a significant

effort, they were unsuccessful, in part due to the opposition of

) other Lumbees such as Howard Brooks, who objected to the tribe's
& .
- name. (This and the other cases referred to are described in

detail in the Historical Narrative: 98-116). As has been amply

dqnanstrated, Lumbees may disagree sharply over matters that are
join together quickly when

of an internal nature; but they

!a ned from tha outside.
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in Lumberton, R '
in » Raleigh, ang Washington the views of the tribe on a

riety of conc ;
va 4 €Ins. While LRDaA has served to focus many of the

tribal interests, and has acted as a voice for many tribal
concerns, particularly those that have to do with other tribes
and Indian associations, it is not the sole mechanism by which
tribal members give expression to their needs and opinions.
Lumbees have elected leaders to represent their interests in the
county government and school boards and they have members who
serve on state and federal panels. Table 13 details the names
and positions of the present office holders. 1In addition, there
are Lumbees who exert great influence in the county and state.
Among this group are John Willie Oxendine (Saddletree), Willie
Harris, Sr. (Pembroke), Herman Dial (Prospect), and J.W. Hunt
(Fairmont) (Campisi 1985-87 fieldnotes). Another source of
potent political influence in the tribe centers around the stores
that can be found in every settlement. The storekeepers,
particularly those who have been in business for many years, have
an intimate knowledge of their clients and readily available

contacts to the community's religious, civic, and elected

leaders. Thus, there is a complex political matrix operating in J

the Lumbee tribe involving kinship, religious, and residency |

ties, a system that allows a wide ranging expression of views on

any issue and a number of avenues of remedy, dependingionithe

Along with this, there are multiple ways to

re of the issue.

group action and a variety of ways £o demonstrate



pmaintained continuous political influence or authority over its

members since aboriginal times. The petitioner further asserts

that, since there is unequivocal evidence that the ancestors of

the present Lumbee tribe have occupied the same area continuously

gince the early part of the eighteenth century, that tribal

Jeadership existed continuously throughout the eighteenth and

nineteenth centuries. Based on the evidence, the Lumbee Tribe

submits that it has satisfied the requirement under 83.7(c).




83.7 (D) A COPY OF 7jH
E GROUP'S PRESENT GOVERNING DOCUMENT, OR IN

HE
THE ABSENCE OF a WRITTEN DOCUMENT, A STATEMENT
DES
CRIBING IN FULL THE MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA AND THE

R
PROCEDURES THROUGH WHICH THE GROUP CURRENTLY GOVERNS ITS
AFFAIRS AND ITS MEMBERS.

The petitioner is currently operating and governing its

members under bylaws adopted on September 6, 1983. Two sets of

by-laws are available for review, however: one dated January 31,

1968; the other, which are the current by-laws was adopted

September 6, 1983. The tribal council of the Lumbees is

identified, for administrative and legal purposes, under the name
of Lumbee Regional Development Association, Inc. Eligibility for
election to the tribal council (LRDA Board of Directors) is
limited to members of the Lumbee who are 18 years of age or
older,

The petitioner was incorporated as a non-profit corporation
under laws of the State of North Carolina on January 31, 1968.
The Tribe was incorporated under the name of Regional Development
Associates, Inc., but the name of the tribe was changed to Lumbee
Regional Development Association, Inc., by amendment to the
Corporate charter dated December 28, 1970.

Eligibility for membership in the Lumbee tribe is determined
with reference to the Lumbee Membership Criteria. Under these
criteria, eligibility for membership is limited to persons who

were identified as Indian on the source documents, or whom the
Elders' Review committee knows to be Indian, and their direct

descendants. The source documents identified are: 1900 and/or

83.7(d) PAGE 232




1910 U.S. Special Census of Robeson County, North Carolina; 1900
and or 1910 U.S. Special Indian Census of Bladen County, North
carolina; 1900 and/or 1910 U.S. Special Indian Census of Richmond
county, North Carolina; 1900 and/or 1910 U.S. Special Indian
census of Cumberland County, North Carolina; 1900 and or 1910
U.S. Special Indian Census of Scotland County, North Carolina;
Indian County Taxable Records from 1890 to 1910 for Robeson
county, North Carolina; 1900 and/or 1910 Special Indian Census of
Marlboro County, South Carolina; Croatan School Attendance List
of O.R. Sampson from 1891 to 1896; Croatan Petitioner's List of
1889; Croatan School Committee List of 1900; and Deep Branch
Church Roll of Ladies 1882 and the Male Members as mentioned in
the Minutes of the Deep Branch Church Between December 1882-May
23, 1896. For the purpose of computing blood gquantum, all
persons found on the above documents are declared full-bloods.
There is also a provision that all persons who meet the above

requirements and who are not enrolled in any other tribe are
eligible for membership in the Lumbee tribe.

Conclusion
The Lumbee have provided a current governing document and

@g;oilment criteria which describes its membership criteria gpﬁ




LUMBEE TRIBAL MEMBERSHTp CRITERIA

Eligibllity for Lumbee Tribal Membership

e sh
natural descendants of all pergons sr . "°i%t Of l1ving lineal or
following documents;

(1) 1900 and/or 1910 Federal Census of Robeson County, North Carolina
’

(2) 1900 and/or 1910 Federal Census of Bladen County, North Carolina

(3) 1900 and/or 1910 Federal Census of Richmond County, North Carolina

(4) 1900 and/or 1910 Federal Census

A of Cumberland County, North

(5) 1900 and/or 1910 Federal Census of Scotland County, North Carolina
(6) 1900 Federal Census of Marion County, South Carolina

(7) 1910 Federal Census of Dillon County, South Carolina

(8) Robeson County, North Carolina Taxable Records from 1890 to 1910

(9) Croatan School Attendance list of O.R. Sampson from 1891 to 1896 f

(10) Croatan Petitioners List of 1889

* (11) Croatan School Committee List of 1900




EACHRAVATLABLE PORMERI 150 of

MEMBERS BASED ON THE
TRIBE'S OWN DEFINED CRITERIA.

THE MEMBERSHIP MyusT
CONSIST OF INDIVIDUALS wygo HAVE

ESTABLISHED, USING
EVIDENCE ACCEPTABLE 70 THE SECRETARy DESCENDANCY FROM A

TRIBE WHICH EXISTED HISTORICALLY OR FROM HISTORICAL

TRIBES WHICH COMBINED AND FUNCTIONED as A SINGLE
AUTONOMOUS ENTITY.

See Volume III,




r the Lumbee i
Unde Tribal Enroliment Criteria perso h
ns who are

“enrOl g i Eibe are not ellglble

js composed principally of persons who are not membe £
rs of any

other North American Indian tribe,

conclusion

The Lumbee meet Section 83.7(f) of the regulations
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.7 (6) THE PETITIONER IS nop,

THE SUBJECT

OF CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION whicy HAS EX
PRE

SSLY
1t

ERMINATED
OR FORBIDDEN pgg FEDERAL RELATIONSHIP

The Lumbee do not appear op the current 1ist of "Indian

qribes Terminated from Federal Supervision" Prepared by the

eau of Indian Affairs under any of the names by which it may

Bur
pave been known.

The Lumbee have not been the subject of
congressional legislation which €Xpressly has terminated or

forbidden a previous Federal relationship.

In 1956, a bill regarding the Lumbee was passed by the U.S.

congress. This full context of the bill is set forth below. |

AN ACT Relating to the Lumbee Indians of
gggsh Carolina. "Public Law 570 Chapter
Whereas many Indians now living in
. Robeson and adjoining counties are
| descendants of that once large and
prosperous tribe which occupied the lands
along the Lumbee River at the time of the
earliest white settlements in that ‘
section; and whereas at the time of their
first contacts with the colonists these
Indians were a'well—established and
distinctive people living in of Lawe o
'Egrop‘éaﬁ.-typg .hguse_s._ in settled towns fan.d
communities, owning slaves and livestock,
tilling the soil, and practicing many of
s ¢ fts of European
: by reason of
a distinctive
ach an




status and preser :
history: Now theiing their racial

BE IT ENACTED BY
THE SE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF ?‘ggE iz
STATES OF AMERICA 1IN CONG g
That the Indian

L remnants of early Americ

certain tribes of In an colonists and

dians originally

F ‘I i_‘,.. 1 i i
inhabiting the coastal reqi
_ ons of
8 Carol}na,.shall, from andgafter it
. rat@flcatlon of this Act, be known and
N designated as Lumbee Indians of North

quollna apd_spall continue to enjoy all
rights, priviliges, and immunities
enjoyed by them as citizens of the State
of North Carolina and of the United 1
States as they enjoyed before enactment ;
of this Act, and shall continue to be 1
subject to all obligation and duties of |
such citizens under the laws of the State
of North Carolina and the United States. I
Nothing in this act shall make such
Indians eligible for any services
performed by the United States for
Indians because of their status as
Indians, and none of the statutes of the
United States which affect Indians :
because of their status as Indians shall
be applicable to the Lumbee Indians.

Sec. 2. All laws and parts of laws
in conflict with this Act are hereby
repealed.
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