
area predominantly Lumb . ee occupted, it was almost totally owned 
bY Lumbee families , who held the 

land throughout the century. 
ThiS had important implicat· 

tons for the maintenance of the social 
and political independence of the 

tribe. Owning their land made 
them less subject to th e political and economl'c dominance of 
whites; living in a homogeneous envl·ronment provided security and 
freedom. Their ties were strengthened Wl'th each generation by 
intra-tribal marriages. Th e pattern of first cousin marriage 

prevalent throughout the first three-quarters of the century 

enhanced tribal solidarity and preserved the land base of the 

major families. As will be demonstrated in Criterion 83.7(c), 

most of the tribal leaders of the last quarter of the nineteenth 

century came from this area. 

In view of what is known about the Lumbee community in the 

1880s it is possible to construct a general description of the 

community some thirty years earlier. It was a rural Indian 

communit~{ with small farms scattered and strung along the swamps, 

and occasionally interspersed with white farms. The Lumbees made 

their li rings on subsistence farms, hiring out for day labor. 

Members ,f families tended to live in close proximity to 

settlements which were identified by the name of the principal 

family i the area. There is, for example, a reference in the 

tax 

for the 

a "Locklier town" (Robeson County List of Taxables 

r 1837: 13). The community consisted of large 

together by marriages, each one 

given area and headed by the oldest adult, 

Decisions were made by the oldest members of 

matters of concern to their 



settlement, a system of 

families today (Campisi 
decision-mak' lng that continues among some 
1985-1987 f' " · . leldnotes}. As described in 

the H1stor1cal Narrat· lVe," this was a period of intense racism 
directed against the Lumb 

ees, a factor that led to greater group 
solidarity and insularity. 

During the ante-bellum period few Lumbees had access to 
schools. Prior to 1850 ' whites had established a number of 

private academies in the county (Barnes 1931: 31). Two of these, 

located at Philadelphus and Raft Swamp, were close to Indian 

settlements. The tradition among the Indians is that a few 

Indian individuals were allowed to attend these white schools, 

primarily on the basis of their light skin color {Mangum 

September, 1984). An alternative possibility, that concerning 

religious education, may be more plausible. There is at least one 

reference to mission schools in the area occupied by the Lumbees. 

The Presbyterian minister Hector McLean wrote in his diary that 

on sunday, July 31, 1836. 

Preached to the poor mulatoes of Robeson. When I 
reached here, found the Sabbath School going on. This 
day three months, I was here before, and I clearly 
perceived that the scholars are rapidly progressing. 
The progress of the school is such as to speak well of 
the diligence of the scholars, and of the attention of 
the teachers - The congregation was very large. Tbe 
subject the same as last Sabbath. Many felt deeply. 
The tears were trickling down the furrowed cheeks of 
many - the Lord gave me utterance and seemed to bless 
his own truth. o may the Lord bring salvation to this 
poor neglected peopl~l The pro~pect now is truly 
encouraging and may 1t still br1ghten, till ~ve~:,·--·-- ·~ 
here shall come to a knowledge of the truth as f~ 
Jesus (MacLean 1831-1879)1 



not concentrated in a · 1 Sl ng e location , it is fair to assume that 
othe r Protestant congr egations ex1· sted . It may be that no church 

buildi ngs existed , and that the mee tings we re he l d under brush 

arbor s or in pr iva t e homes . 

NI NETEENTH CENTURY - - POST CIVIL WAR 

The Civil War had a signif i cant i mpact on the Lumbee 

community. As described in the "Historical Narrative," the 

community members had tended to support the southern cause at the 

beginning of the conflict, but the refusal t o allow the Lumbees 

to f i ght in the Confederate Army, combined with bru t al 

conscr i ption methods caused many Lumbee men to desert and hi de 

ou t . As the war's end approached, the hostility between the 

Lumbees and the pro-Confederate wh i tes heightened, culminating in 

the events t ha t led to the murder of t he Lowries. From 1865 

through 1874 Robeson County was in a vi rtual state of civil war. 

Although he and his band were hunted continuously, and rewards 

were offered for his capture, Henry Berry Lowrie was able not 

only to escape capture, but to move with relative freedom within 

the Lumbee community. This was only possible because he had the 

co .. unity•s support. Quite clearly, there existed at the end of 

the Civil war a close-knit Indian community; otherwise the band 

would not have been able to elude the sheriff, ailitia, and 

federal authorities. 

aerJY LQWrie and bia followers gave tbe Luabees a pride 



The Lowrys clearly made an impact, as we have seen, on 
the ~orne territory of the Lumber River Indians. They 
~ppeared.on the scene at a particularly difficult period 
1n ~he h1story of the Indians. At this time the armed 
res1stance of the plains Indians had been smashed, their 
numbers decimated, while the Indians of the eastern 
sea~o~rd.had known little but defeat and increasing 
hum1l1at1on for a hundred years . With the triumph of a 
frankly r~cist party during Reconstruction, it appeared 
that not~1ng could stop the winners from putting the 
Lu~ber R1ver Indians into the same half-free "place" in 
wh1ch they generally succeeded in putting blacks. But 
the effort failed. It appears to have failed, 
furthermore, to a great extent because of the bold deeds 
of the Lowrys, which filled the Lumber River Indians 
with a new pride of race, and a new confidence that, 
despite generations of defeat, revitalized their will to 
survive as a people (Evans 1971: 259). 

It is not that the ruling white political structure did not 

try to force the Lumbees to accept second class citizenship. The 

state, in establishing separate school systems, denied them 

access to the white schools. The Lumbees refused to send their 

children to those established for blacks, and thereby stymied the 

state and county. But the price was high. For more than fifty 

years Lumbees were without educational facilities for their 

children, except for a few private and church related efforts. It 

was because of this treatment that education took on such 

importance in the Lumbee community. In the end, the Lumbees were 

able to force local and state officials to establish a separate 

Indian school system through the use of the ballot and the 

adeptness of community leaders to concentrate the community's 

votes behind the candidates and party that supported their 

interests. The result of these efforts was the acts of 1885 and 

1887. 

Under the 1885 act Indian elementary schools were established 

Each local school was operated 



by a three membe r I ndian school commit tee that had the power to 

both hire and f ire teachers , and to det ermine t he eligib i lity of 

pupils to attend. By 1900 t he county had establ ished scbools in 

eleven areas. These corresponded to the principal Lumbee 

settlements and schools were located in the townships of 

Alfordsville , Back Swamp, Burnt swamp, Lumberton, Raft swamp, 

Saddletree, Smiths, St. Pauls , Thompsons, White House, and 

Wisharts (RCHS 1900: 16-17) . 

In 1887 the legislature approved the establishment of the 

Indian Normal School. As previously described, the scho~ol had a 

difficult beginning, and depended entirely on community support 

for the purchase of land and t he construction of buildings. The 

establishment of elemen t ary and secondary schools was severely 

hampered by the lack of Indian teachers; it was t he normal 

school's responsibility to remedy this. Its approach was to 

serve as an elementary school and to provide in-service training 

for teachers. Ordinarily, those who taught in the one and 

two-room schools were themselves the graduates of these schools. 

Many dropped out, but some persisted, taking additional training 

as it became available. This growing cadre of teachers, as is 

shown later, formed one of the most important social networks in 

the community and beyond, creating a regional Indian 

led to social, political, religious, and educational 

most 

Lumbee settlements were identified through the 

families, their schools and their chur 

cores of the settlements listed below 

outer limits become 

draining of the 

of the 



removed recognized boundaries and the construction of a complex 

of town, county, and state roads. As Sider has noted: 

··· the central part of the county is almost entirely 
Indian. There are not many "deep swamps" in this region 
now - a few places where the water stands visible all 
rear ar?und, and the moss and the cypress are thickly 
1ntertw1ned . There are many "swamps" which look to the 
passerby like damp woods - five to fifteen - miles long, 
and.often no more than a few hundred yards, or at their 
max 1mum a half-mile wide. Roads c ross these thin swamps 
easily, but skirt the deep swamps. Interlacing this area 
are the "canals" - drainage canals leading to the Lumbee 
River or one of the smaller creeks - which are, despite 
their name, little more than ditches, six or eight feet 
across, with their banks choked with weeds, brush, and 
trees. The canals and thin swamps divide central 
Robeson County into a multitude of named areas -
Saddletree, Rennert, Prospect, Mt. Airy, Philadelphus, 
Back swamp, Burnt swamp, Raft swamp, Moss Neck, Smiths, 
Union, Alfordsville. Road directions to these places are 
given in terms of the number of swamps or canals to 
cross, and place names change across swamps and some 
canals. From the air, the houses and farms would look 
uniformly distributed - the locales usually do not have 
more densely settled centers. But these minor 
geographic features - hardly noticeable driving at forty 
miles an hour - mark major communal divisions among the 
Lumbee (1 971: 66-67). 

In many instances, the community name is the same as the 

principal church in that area, or the swamp it was bounded by. 

Table 5 - Lumbee Settlements and Churches CA 1920 

Settlement 

Burnt swamp 
Saddle tree 

Reedy Branch 
Bear swamp 
Back swamp 

Churches 

Burnt swamp Baptist 
Magnolia Baptist 
Mt Moriah Baptist ca 
Hammond United Methodist 
Bethel Bill Baptist 
Mt Olive Baptist 
Reedy Branch Baptist 
Bear swamp Baptist 
Deep Branch Baptist 
Pleasant Grove United Methodist 
Harper's Perry Baptist 
Piney Grove Baptist 
Bethel Holiness Methodist 
Smyrna Baptist 

1877 
1894 
1896 
1792 
1918 
1883 
1881 
1882 
1882 
1900 
1887 
1889 
1903 
1888 



Antioch 
Ashpole 

Fairmont 
sandy Plains 
Prospect 

Hopewell 
Pembroke 
Oxendine-Cherokee 
Union Chapel 
(Campisi 1985-1987 

Ant i och Baptis t 
Dogwood Bapt i st 
Ashpole United Me t hodist 
Pleasant Vi ew 
Sandy Plains Uni t ed Methodist 
Prospect Uni t ed Methodist pre 
New Prospect Holiness Methodist 
Hopewell Holiness Methodist 

1897 
1904 
1880 
1901 
1906 
1871 
1901 
1906 

Cherokee Holines s Methodist 1919 
. Union Chapel Holiness Methodist 1860 

fleldnotes). 

In some cases the name's origin has long been lost . Since the 

Indian settlements predate the municipal subdivisions, some. 

settlements are within one town or district, while in other cases 

the settlements extend beyond these political limits. Pembroke 

is the one exception. It developed as a result of the 

intersection of two rail lines. Originally, the two railroads 

were planned to intersect at Moss Neck, just east of Pembroke, 

but the opposition of a prominent citizen prevented it. In 1895 

the town of Pembroke was incorporated, and i t soon became the 

trading center for the area (Thomas 1982: 177). Thus, with the 

exception of Pembroke, the settlement pattern cannot be 

understood either by recourse to contemporary geophysical maps or 

non-Indian political organization. However, they are 

understandable in terms of church, school, and family. 

THE LUMBEE COMMUNITY AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY, 1890 - 1920 

The eighteen settlements (Table 15) share in common their 

as Indian. This designation separated them from 

whom lived among them. Racial 

turn of the century were made 



brutally plain . Indians could not eat in wh ite restaurants , get a 

drink of water or lemonade in white drug stores , or sit in the 

"white only" section of a doctor's wait i ng room. Two white 

communities in particular were noted for t he ir unrelenting racial 

attitudes: Red Springs and Lumberton (Campisi 1985-1987, 

fieldnotes). One man described his first contact with racism i n 

the following way. 

I have an expe r ience t hat put a scar in my heart and in 
my life. My fi r st ni cke l t hat I attempted to spend for 
a goodie was i n Red Spr i ngs, North carolina . I went to 
the counte r and asked for an ice cream cone and the lady 
behind t he counter looked at my face and said, "I don't 
have any ice cream." Her friend das hed in from an 
errand and asked for a cone of cream and she dished her 
a nice delicious cone of vanilla ice c r eam . I'd been a 
young boy and very proud of my nickel and wanted to 
spend i t for an ice cream cone on that hot day . I 
returned to the counter and sa i d "Lady , pl ease give me a 
cone of t hat ice cream." She bent over the counter and 
almost spi t in my face and yelled for me as a croa t an to 
"Get out of that store.• I wasn't get t ing a ny i ce 
cream . From that day until this my des i re and love for 
Red Springs has never changed. I went away as a 
thi rteen-year-old boy and I had to go to a shanty where 
there was flies, were poor negroes and unc l ad , d i r ty 
people were served from the back window. That' s whe re I 
spent my nickel to get an i ce cream cone (D i a l 1971). 

While e very Lumbee could recount examples of racism, at the 

turn of t he century, their frequency was low only because Lumbees 

rarely went to towns. It t ook the entire day to go by mu l e from 

Saddletree to Luaberton. 

had with whites wa• •• 

white-owned far••· 

tbeaaelvee , excep 

would take tbeic 

would be under 

type Of WOf 

frequent contact that Lumbees 

At noon, the Indians 

vben working , they 

tbeir faaily. The 

ng, a nd harvesting 



__ required little dir 
ect contact with the white owner . There was 

seldom contact with the owne r ' s house. 
Nor did the Lumbees a ccept errant racial designations, 

~hether acciden ta l or not. 
The Robesonian printed a retraction 

tor having referred to Amos Bell of Ten Mile Swamp as a "darky." 
"That was a mistake and ' f 1 the reporter had not been too busy to 
observe when 'Uncle' Amos call d e he would have known better. 

•uncle' Amos is a highly respected IndianR (Robesonian August 10, 

1914: l). Two years earlier the same paper corrected the 

identification of J.B . Sweat as a Negro. "The Robesonian tries 
to be accurate about these things but 1· n a county where there are 

three separate races [of] people from whom · f 1n ormation is gotten 

[we] are sometimes mistaken as to the race to which some people 

belong and it is impossible to avoid mistakesR (Ibid. March 14, 

1912: 4). 

There were four types of land arrangements among the tumbees. 

The best of these, from the tumbee standpoint, was land 

ownership. The family operated its own farm as a unit: the 

children were expected to work in the fields along with the 

adults. Often, boys and girls started working around age eight. 

The rule of thumb was that a family with one mule could farm 

thirty acres; two mules sixty acres, and so on. While this was 

tbe aost secure pattern, it was not without its dangers. In order 

to secure seed and supplies the faraer had to borrow froa 

Wbite-ovned banks and stores. Failure to repay tbeae loans wltb 

wlitm •• red:1tecl ln tbe lou of ~· tar•. cftete wen 



farmers found themselves in debt and off the land. 

Tenancy was a second type of land holding. The individual 

rented a house and land, generally from a white landlord, and 

furnished his own equipment and seed. The land owner might 

arrange for credit for the tenant, and after the crop was sold, 

the tenant would settle up. Since the tenant seldom kept {or was 

incapable of keeping) records, there was usually a feeling that 

he had been defrauded by the owner {Sider 1971: 74). The third 

form was sharecropping. There were two variants. In one the 

sharecropper furnished the labor, mule and half the seed, the 

crops, generally cotton and tobacco, were divided equally with 

the landowner. In the other the sharecropper furnished nothing 

but labor, in which case the land owner took two-thirds of the 

crop. In the first type the sharecropper could just make it, 

providing there was a good crop and price. In the second, there 

was little likelihood of getting by without incurring debt. This 

had the effect, in some instances of virtually binding the man 

and his family to the land {Ibid: 75). Finally, many families 

worked as day laborers. Men worked for fifty cents a day, women 

for forty cents, and children fifteen to twenty-five cents 

(Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes). 

At the turn of the century, living conditions for most 

Lumbees were difficult, and poverty a common occurrence. All 

families farmed, even though they could perform other trades as 

Well. Each family had a garden and canned, or otherwise 

food for the winter. One man in his 

in rather succinct terms. 

Ploughing when he was teo 



TABLE 6 
pROMINENT 

PROSPECT l'ne Locklear 
d Emma ~ preston an . Locklear 

Jackson and F~ne na sullard oial 
Malachai and ~er~eth (Harris) 
Marcus and El~za d . 
Arch and Della sult:~llard) Harr:ts 
John and Maraa~e;garet Locklear llard 
John Arch an ad MarY Frances BU 
Peter Bullard an 

HOPEWELL rie 
French and Annabelle LOW 

BACK SWAMP 
oucary and Callie Brooks 
Aaron and Dalcedy Locklear 
Robert "Maxim" and Rachel Locklear 
John and Lovely (Brooks) Locklear 

HARPERS FERRY 
Everette and Anor sampson 
Oscar and susan sampson 
Lottie Lowrie (was married to Peter Dial) 
Luther and Fanny Deas 
John and Polly Dial 

UNION CHAPEL 
gus D. and Susan Locklear 

~~,~~le and Nannie Locklear 
And Della (Dial) Locklear 
~nd Telethia (Lowry) Locklear 

and Nancy cummings 
d ~artha Locklear 

S'l' · ANNAH 
Z immie and Agnus (Lo 

. ~kl 
cha v :t 5 ~~t\ 
'l'hor n ton and Mary Lo~tt~ 

SADDLETREE 
wash Hammons. 
Angus and El ~ zabeth Lo~k 
oaniel and Zenna tackle l~~~ 
Whitfield and Flora Loc~\ 
calvin and Mary Locklear~~~ 

FAIRMONT 
Troy and Effie Hunt 
Mack Locklear 

BEAR SWAMP 
Alex and Emily Locklear 
Nicolas and Mackie Lockleat 

~ Ethan and Narcis.sus Maynor 
Wiley and Bell Oxendine 

NEW HOPE 
J • W. and Eliza Oxendine 
Wash and Catherine Lowrie 
Steve and Nola Manor 



before t hen . The house he l i ved in was not sealed ; one could see 

Out through t he wa lls and see t he ground h h s t rough t e space 
bet ween the floo r boards . The h h 1 ouse ad two f i replaces p us a 

ki t chen stove where hi s mother cooked; as a small boy he slept in 

the kitchen and started the s t ove i n the morning. There was in 

the house, in addition to his four s iblings, a number of his 

father's children from a previous marriage. 

His mother died when he was about thirteen, and his father 

hired him out to a white farmer for eight dollars a month. "Gave 

me plenty of hard work and something to eat . " That lasted a 

year, during which his father hired out his brother on the same 

terms . Be continued to work for others with t he money going to 

his father until the age twenty when he went on hi s own and hired 

himself' out. With a little cash and a credit from another Lumbee 

farmer e rented some land, and the follow i ng year, he married 

(Campis ' 1985-1987, fieldnotes) . While descriptions by other 

individuals vary in detail, they are consistent in presenting a 

picture of both extreme poverty and deprivation, and mutual aid 

cluster 

Qnit. 

in the Indian community (Sider 1971). 

influenced residence patterns. Families that 

a sizeable number of the Lumbees did , tended to 

the holdings working the farm as a cooperative 

they achieved some gain individual members either 

land from the head of the household or bought parcels 

Certain families were able to maintain a 

property and kin in given areas. Some 

:aooa,Mll area, Bunts in Pairaont 



TABLE 7 

Townships 

Alfordsville 

Back swamp 

Blue Springs 

Britts 

Burnt Swamp 

Howellsvi11e 

Lumber Bridge 

Lumberton 

Maxton 

Raft swamp 

Red Springs 

Saddle tree 

St. Pauls 

Smiths 

Sterlings 

Thompson 

White House 

Wisharts 

OWNERSHIP LAND 

1900 

Indian ldings 
Land Ho f Acres 
Number o 

292 

2,597.41 

0 

0 

9,742.25 

89 . 75 

0 

1,214.75 

526.75 

855 

25 

2,644.15 

935.75 

3,641.16 

0 

1,637 

578.75 

386.75 

190o Feder~l 
census ~nd1an 
Popu1atlon 

158 

381 

18 

18 

1,274 

12 

99 

164 

204 

100 

38 

371 

59 

593 

0 

978 

135 

81 
(Refer to Land Ownership Map facing page 151) 

Source: Seib 1982: 15 

~~~t 
~~t~~~~ 

~il 
l. as I 

6,71 

0 

0 

7.65 

7. 48 

0 

7.41 

2. 58 

8. 55 

.66 

7 .13 

15.86 

6.14 

0 

1. 67 

4. 29 

4. 77 



~ orospect (s ee Table 6). 
~ Marr i ages withi n t he settlements and 
the family were common and c . . ousln marrlage was accepted, at l east 
in t he years before 1900. There d were, of course, many who marrie 
outside the settlements. In the cases where family-owned land was 

available, the husband commonly brought his wife to his 

Community . To be near one's fam 1· 1 Y was paramount concern and 

contributed to intra-commun ity marriages as well as marriages 

into adjacent settlements. 

There was considerably more mobility among those who were 

landless. They located wherever land was available to rent or 

sharecrop, and moved as economic conditions warranted. In 1900 

there were 3,877 Lumbees (U.S. Census 1901: 550-51). The Indian 

population was concentrated in the central part of the county, 

with Burnt Swamp Township having nearly a fifth of the total, 

followed by Thompson and Smith townships (Seib 1982: 11: Table 

7). Indian ownership of land followed a similar pattern, 

concentrated in the central part of the county and with the same 

three townships ranked in the same order (Ibid: 14: Table 7 ). 

Despite the concentration of Indian-owned land in certain 

townships, the majority of the land in these townships was owned 

by whites (Ibid: 6; Table 8), although often farmed by Indians. 

Landless Lumbees moved as necessary from the home communities to 

other Lumbee communities, but in general they kept in contact 

with families and kin. In this manner Lumbee families dispersed 

outward froa a core, forming a linkage or network among the 

Indian co .. unities (Campisi 1985-1987, fie1dnotes). 

Many of the settle•ents were aade up of one or more extended 

f&lilite tbat do•inated. As tbe genealogical cbarts abow, tbeae 



···-
TABLE 8 

se 

TOTAL ACERAGE 
pER TWPf RACE 

1900 
ch WHITES Bt.~t~s 

INDI ANS er TOWNSHIP 

37,639 1 '91a 
sc 

A1fordsvi11e 
292 

18,713.58 2,961.\ tn 

2,597.41 
Back swamp 33,499.25 2,2l~ .t I 

0 Blue springs 38,503.75 1,393 .~ I= 
0 Britts 13,558.25 961 ( 

9,742.25 Burnt Swamp 
36,584.17 1,06~ . 89.75 Howellsville 
48,203.15 2,95~ .~ 

Lumber Bridge 0 

18,838 l, 226 1,214.75 Lumberton 

526.75 26,384.05 1,592.~ 
Maxton 

Parkton 0 13,159 l, 038 

Raft swamp 855 8,557 752 

Red Springs 25 23,906.74 1,525.) 

Saddletree 2,644.15 16,047.41 663 

St. Pauls 935.75 40,835.03 2, 584.1 

Smiths 1,912.08 26,257.25 2, 403 

Ster1ings 0 45,484 308 

Thompson 1,637 48,619 484 

White Bouse 578.75 45,970.33 1,526.~ 

Wiabarts 386.75 20,098 192 

~~--------
.. 

-----------
_____ ,_ 

TOTAL 23,437.39 560,856.96 21, 830·\ 



families were interlocked by marriage, 
~aintained td each so that ties were 
... other, and thus, by kinship, to the other 

settlements. 

The communities were further 1' lnked together by their 

churches. Often, the cornrnu 't nl Y and th h e c urch were synonymous 

entities. The church represented the principal form of organized 

social life. Church attendanc e was nearly obligatory and took up 

most of sunday morning with sunday Schools and prayer services. 

yer meetlngs and revivals, rn addition, there were pra . 

, a rought together families from particularly in early August th t b 

different settlements and congregatl'ons. These would last all 

day. Families would pack their meals, which they would share 

with others, while they listened to a variety of preachers and 

joined in gospel singing. 

Ministers often served a number of churches in different 

settlements, traveling in a circuit and preaching in each church 

at least once a month. The devotion of these ministers is 

exemplified by the following: 

An example of a Lumbee who was both sustained and 
impoverished by his religion was the Reverend z.R. 
Chavis, a man who lived to be ninety-nine years old and 
who, though he never completed the third grade, was 
viewed as a great spiritual leader. In his entire life 
Mr. Chavis never owned a horse and buggy nor an 
automobile. He journeyed by foot. As an itinerant 
preacher, he walked considerable distances to deliver 
his sermons, the farthest being a monthly trip of forty 
miles to Fayetteville, North carolina, which he made for 
a period of ten years. Reverend Chavis was so devou 
that he never acquired manY wordly possessions. Ri~l.slon~ 
Jim, at the age of eighty.years, ~e~arked, "In 
days I was prejudiced aga1nst rel191on be~a,~o~:~ 

~~~~·-~~~~•s t ugh times. I never could 



successful as 
Chavis d ' d a fa rmer or r · 1 . le poor, he alw a 1 reader. Although Rev. 
frequently sa i d, and obv~ys appeared to be happy , and he 
the Lord" (Dial and Eli ~ously believed , " I am rich with 

. . a es 1975: 114-115). 
rn the m1n1ster's absence there 

were l ay ministers fr om the 
congregation to lead the worship, d an an occas ional guest 

In many houses the family prayed both 
morning and night, with a parent, generally the father, reading 

minister to preach. 

passages from the Bible to family b mem ers . While women never 
served as ministers they ' were, nonetheless, very active in 
church affairs. They were ' as one elderly man described, "the 

prayingest women." Church going was a social event, although 

never secular. 

Family and church were not the only abiding and consuming 

interests of the Lumbee community; there was the need and desire 

for education. Because the Lumbees could not go to white schools 

and would not attend schools for blacks, this need was manifested 

in the application of pressure on the state to provide them a 

separate system of education. The process by which this was 

achieved has been described in the "Historical Narrative . " 

However, what is critical to recognize at this point is the 

relationship which obtains between education and the maintenance 

of the Lumbee · community. 

Not every settlement noted on Table 5 had a school. In this 

eense the areas of the settlements and those served by schools 

not identical. aut they were nearly so. The schools, which 

three months during the winter, 

seven. Teachers were drawn from those 

.w~n~ ~ourses taught amounted to a basic skills 



~ rriculum, with emphasis . cu on read1ng . . . , wr1t1ng , and mathematics . 
·scipllne was strict and c p1 orporal p i un shment common . one 

individual recounted how his mother had told his teacher , who was 
also hiS aunt, " ··· to whip me ev ery day and she did just about 

everY day" (LOHP 1982). 

Whi le the county provided a small amount of fundi ng for the 
schools, each settlement had to raise money needed to purchase 

books and materials . This was done through a variety of 

Ctl.vl' ties . For example, there a were "shadow socials." A sheet 

~as hung up in a room and a few · ~ g1rls were put behind it. The 

bOYS would bid for the girls and the lunch they had prepared. 

There were also box lunches sold and "cake cuttings." Men would 

bid on the box lunch and the successful bidder won the lunch, 

which he shared with the woman or girl who had prepared it. 

often, a girl baked a cake and slices of it were sold. The girl 

who baked the best cake received a small prize. These same 

methods were used to raise funds for the church as well. At the 

end of the school year there was a day set aside for the parents. 

At this event the children received new clothes, generally 

homemade, and the parents, who had taken the day off, gathered at 

the school to hear recitations, singing and the like. ~he pride 

the community took in the education of their children ana t 

sacrifices they were willing to make, were indicative 

esteem they placed on education. In the words of 

Of all the accomplishments pointed to vi 
educational improvements are perbapa 
cited and most actively sought after. 
educational goals have produced a gr 
activity from 1885 until the preaent. 
education has come to aymbolile bigti 
•progressiveness," opportunity for 
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mobili ty , and . 
opportunit' commun1ty prid 
become sol~~~ ha~e enabled ae. Better educational 
school 1 Y m1dd le class segment of the Lumbee to 

. , system, the Lumb · By obtaining a separate 
v~s1bly and firmly as ae:s established themselves 
t1me we re able to in ti eparate people and at the same 
Although Indians cou~d ~~te some local controls . 
allocated to their d t govern how much money was 
lobby), they could et~cational syst m (they could only 
Norma l School and ~ollrough local school committees , 
and principals contro~ge trustees , and Indian teachers 
individual sch~ols (l980much of what went on at 

: 138). 

It should be borne in mind that it was not simply education that 

tlas coveted by the Lumbees, but educat ion as Indians. While it 

.,as through the struggle to establish an educa tion system that 

their identity as Indians was recogn ized , it was their sense of 

tbeaselves as an Indian communi ty that made the system an issue 

in the first place. 

Since the school committees in each settlement controlled the 

scbools, deciding who was eligible to attend, and who would be 

bired as teachers, they , perhaps more than anything e l se, 

each community's boundary. As descr ibed in the 

Narrative, their power to deny a student admission was 

They did not allow non-Lumbees to attend, even though 

ancestry. The case of the Smilings is 

The members of this group had lived in south 

the turn of the century, when they began moving to 

They refused to attend black schools, and 

the county to establish a separate system for 

, Goins et al. v. Trustee Indian Normal School 

aaintained close contacts through a nuaber 

tl that crossed family, locality and 



religious lines. As earl Y as least 191 4 the community was 

holding annual picnics. I h n t at year a picnic was held at Union 
chapel. The reporter for th e Robesonian wrote a lengthy 

descr iption of the event, wh ich honoring th ree deceased fri ends 

of the t r ibe - Hami lton McMi llan , Colonel N.A. McLean, and R.W. 

Livermore - and included speeches by a number of white candidates 

tor public office. The mee ting was opened by the Reverend Steve 

A. Hammond, and the speakers were introduced by D.P. Lowry, who 

the reporter described as" ... a bright young Indian teacher and 

farmer." Be added: 

Prof. Lowery was on the programme for a speech, too, and 
he made about the best speech of the occasion. He is a 
pleasing speaker and his speech was full of wit and 
humor . He started out by thanking God he was not a 
candidate, though his speech was sandwiched in between 
the speeches of candidates and told how to interest 
candidates when they come to see you so they will forget 
to talk politics. He said it didn't take him but three 
minutes to outspeak a candidate; and hanged if he didn't 
prove it (Robesonian July 27, 1914: 1). 

The picnic was under the direction of Calvin F. Lowrey, H.P. 

Lowrey, w. N. Baker, and P. B. Lowrey. The assemblage was 

entertained by • .•• a string band of Indian boys- R.M. Lowrey, 

fiddle; B.F. Chavis, banjo; and P.R. Chavis, guitar - [who] made 

good music.• After the speeches "An excellent dinner was served 

the white visitors in the school bouse by Mrs. Calvin Lowrey• 

(Ibid.). 

The picnic described above was apparently but one of several 

beld each year. ror example, in 1915 picnics were held at Onion 

Cba~l (Ibid. August 5, 1915: 1), and Peabroke (Ibid •• '~--~ 



Something like t 
an~ua~ Indian picn~~ ~~~~sand people were at the great 
bu1ld1ng, near Pembrok at t he Indian Normal school 
the folks began to ~' Saturday. Early in the morning 
and by the time forgat er fr om all parts of the county 
so large that it wa t~e ~peaking to begin the crowd was 
occasion, Congressms :clded to . let the speakers of the 
Chadbour n, speak 0 an . L. Godw1n and Mr. J.A. Brown of 
could hear (Ibid ~t in the open where all the people 

· ugust 30, 1915: 1). 

AS in the example of the Union Chapel picnic in 1914, w ••• the 

speakers and several other white persons present, including this 

reporter, were invited upstairs by Jim Dial, a prosperous Indian 

farmer, where he had prepared a sumptuous dinner, one that was 

most highly enjoyed by all who were so fo[tunate as to partake 

thereof" (Ibid.). 

These picnics served a number of important purposes in the 

Lumbee community. They brought together friends and f amilies 

from different settlements. Families would pack food baskets and 

leave early in the morning to arrive in time. They would set up 

their arbors and tents and spend the day with other family 

members. They offered the opportunity for chidren from different 

schools and settlements to play together, for young people to 

court, and adults to visit and gossip . In addition, they provided 

an excellent opportunity for the tribal leaders to demonstrate 

their influence to white politicians and for the politicians to 

solicit support. It is certain that the private dinners held for 

the white politicians included the Indian leaders: it is equally 

a good deal of political logrolling went on at these 

community. 



All the pe 1 invited to m~~teaotfBthe Indian race are for sacred ear swamp h hereby cordially 
will w .worship and thank ~ ~rch on Thanksgiving Day 
cit' orshlp together ther 5 91 Vlng. All denominations 

1 z7n~ will be pre ar e and dinner for the aged 
the m1n1sters to att~nded f~rst. A special call to all 
by Elde~ H.H . Lowry. Othe Fl:s~ sermon to be deliver ed 
s~ccess1on , is the ex r ~1n1sters to serve in 
s1sters will br ing wel~=t~tlon of the public. The good 
s ee everybody of Rob fllled baskets. Our wish is to 
Indian race turn oute~~n and adjoining counties of the 
Thank~giving s e rvice. at day, tha~ can co~e , to 
to t h1s as it is appo· ~edshould g1ve spec1al attention 
s upreme authority of ln e a day of thanksgiving by the 
dinner and don't for our country. Don't forget to br ing 
are t o be pr esent eget ~h~t all religious denominations 

Come one; come ~ll~pecla ly the ministers. 

Pembroke , N.C . 
Rev. Z. R. Chavis. 

(Robes on i an November 18 , 1915: 6) 

Since much of t he Lumbee community's effor ts and ene rgies 

were d i rected toward education , it is not surprising that 

education provided an i mpor tant f ocus for a number of socia l 

groupings. There were, fi rst of al l , local school activ i ties 

tha t involved fundra i s i ng , pageants, and school graduations . For 

example, t o ra ise f unds fo r a new school in Lumbe rton townsh i p 

J .E. Dial sponsored a picnic tha t netted $800 (Ib i d. Ju l y 29, 

1907: 6; August 5, 1907: 5). Such r al lies, wi th their prominent 

speakers, guests, dinners {usually box s uppers were sold) , and 

donations were a common occurrence in the community (Campisi 

fieldnotes 1985-1987). 

Beyond the local school activities there were also annual 

educational rallies. 

October 22nd the a nnual educational rally will be held 
at the Indian Normal building at Pembroke . Speakers of 
State-wide reputation will be with us . we ur ge every 
Indian to come and hear the speakers. By following 
great leaders only can we reach a great civilization. 
Let each one bring a well-filled basket. 

A.A. Locklear, 
sec'y. 



Pembr oke, N c 0 t 1 (Robeson ian · O~tob~ r · 6 , si 9 1 ~~ 1 ~ ) 

such meetings served t he i mporta t f n unct i on of br i nging together 
t eachers, parents and trib 1 1 a eaders from different parts of the 
Lumbee community. Like th th e o er activities re ferred to above, 

these reinforced the Lumbee sense of t hemselves as a distinct and 

separate people. I t is important to note that in every case the 

newspapers referred to them as such. 

Teachers were brought together on a regular basis for 

teachers training at the normal school. These were held for a 

week during the school year (Ibid. October 14, 1907: 4; Ibid. 

November 7, 1907: 3), or for a two week period during the summer 

(Ibid. August 10, 1914: 1; February 8, 1915: 8). The workshops 

included topics such as "The importance of libraries in the 

public school," "The importance of Reading ," and "Bow to 

Identify the Teaching of Arithmetic with Life." Very often the 

instructors of these sessions were members of the tribe (Ibid. 

February 26, 1915: 2). 

Around 1907 the Lumbees formed a teacher's association. The 

secretary of this organization was D.F. Lowry; other founding 

members were P.M. Locklear, and Edmund Lowrey. Apparently the 

initial meetings did not get a strong response from the other 

teachers, although they did receive the support of the co .. uni~y. 

•zt seemed that the Indian teachers of Robeson and adjoi.~~gt 

counties bad lost sight of tbe day.• Tbe 



were present so they could teach them 
many things'" (Ibid. 

oecember 16, 1907: 3). 
From these somewhat inauspicious 

teacher's association grew rapidly, concentrating 

teaching methods. B 

beginnings the 

itS efforts on 
eyond this function,the 

association served as a means to indoctrinate new teachers with 

the values of the Lumbees, as well as to standardize teaching and 

reinforce the tribal members' sense of themselves as a separate 

and unique social group. The school committees had a similar 

organization that met to discuss common concerns. This group was 

closely tied to the trustees of the normal school as witness the 

following announcement: 

The Indian pub~i? school committeemen, of Robeson county 
are hereby not1f1ed to meet at the Indian Normal school 
on ~a~urday, July 17th, 1915, for the purpose of 
adv1s1ng some plan for the good of our public schools in 
the future. 

This meeting is real important. The details of this 
meeting will be made known on the date of the meeting. 
Hope all the public school committeemen will be present 
at this meeting. 

By order of the board of trustees of the Indian Normal 
school. 

(Robesonian July 12, 1915: 6). 

G.G. Locklear, 
committeeman. 

Finally, sometime around the beginning of the twentieth 

century the Lumbees formed their own agricultural association, 

the Croatan branch of the Cotton Grower's Association. From the 

one report which survives, it is obvious that the association 

followed the pattern of the other organizations in the community: 

At 12 o'clock, noon, A.A. Locklear, presiding, in a few well 
chosen remarks, called the meeting to order, prayer was 
offered by Rev. Gilbert Locklear, after which Mr. R.W • 

.n~v~~ore was introduced and delivered one of the most 
ctive and pleasing addresses ••• (Robesonian August l 

Di:111ES.) • 



educational, political . 
or economlc, were important means for 

integrating and socializing 
the various families and settlements 

of the Lumbee community. Th ey were a vital means for the 
community to express its interests and values. Bearing in mind 

the poverty in the community, they functioned as a tangible 

expression of the community's solidarity. While the re existed a 

strong sense of pride in family and locall'ty which tended to 

isolate some individuals, sharing rel 1·g1·ous experiences with 

others through church associations and inter-denominational 

meetings and revivals, offset emerging parochial attitudes. The 

same held true for the other more socially and politically 

oriented meetings . All of these social networks focused on key 

i ndividuals and families, a subject that will be discussed in 

83.7 (c). 

There were more informal occasions and activities that 

brought Lumbees together. They shared hard times and grief. If 

fire destroyed a house, members from the settlement would gather 

to rebuild. They would take up a collection of clothes and 

furniture; a member of the family would provide t emporary 

housing. In cases of sickness, when a man could not do household 

chores, prepare the fields, or harvest the crops, neighbors would 

do the work until the individual was able. People regularly 

visited the sick, bringing food and offering solace. One elderly 

man said nMy mother never missed a sick person, no matter how 

much she had to do at homen (Campisi 1985-1887 fieldnotes). 

Funerals involved all of the members of the community. Upon 

Jn individual's death, the body was washed and dressed by members 

friends, and placed on a "cooling board." 
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After a period of time the body was 
Placed in a coffin and placed 

in the deceased ' s home. Friends and 
family would gather and have 

an all-night "sitti ng up." There would be prayers and singing; 
coffee , but no food, was served. 

The next day the body was taken 
bY wagon to the church for a service , then to the gravesite. On 
some occasions the only service was that i g ven at the gravesite 
{Ibid.) . 

Marriages were handled more matter-of-factly. There was no 

church service, the individuals j ust "slipped off" to places such 

as Dillon, South Carolina, paid a small fee, and were married. 

They returned home, sometimes not announcing their marriage to 

the families for days or even weeks. Occasionally , when friends 

and family knew of the impend ing nuptials they would prepare the 

"wedding bed," or hold a sh1'varee. G 11 enera y, however, marriages 

passed without much notice (Ibid.). 

Families pr oduced most of the items they needed, but there 

were a number of things that had to be purchased. There were 

three types of stores available. The smallest were commissaries, 

little more than pantries where an individual could buy or barter 

for a plug of tobacco, coffee, sugar, and the like. Most Lumbee 

families had commissaries. The second type was a small store 

that handled a broader range of products, including a few 

supplies. These too, were Indian-owned. The third type were the 

large general stores found in places like Moss Neck and Red 

Banks. They were owned by whites and carried a wide range of 

products, and were able to provide credit for extended periods of 

t1... Tbe co .. issaries and small stores were important centers 

Tbe white-owned stores also provided sources 



of information, bringi 
ng together members of different 

settlements. 

Throughout the fall a d . 
n Wlnter neighbors gathered 

periodically to help each other. 
Families joined together to 

slaughter hogs, raise barns and buildings, saw wood, and shuck 
corn. Sometimes the w omen of the household would prepare a meal, 

refreshment offered was coffee, along 
with peanuts and candy. Wh'l 

bUt more often the only 

l e secular music and dancing were 
frowned upon, they appar tl en Y occurred with some frequency, as 

did passing a jug of homemade whiskey. These were occasions 

marked by plenty of conversation, joking and laughter, and like 

all the other activities within the community, were restricted to 

Lumbees. 

women took pride in their houses, spartan as they might be. 

The floors were kept clean and the porches scrubbed until they 

"showed yellow." Clothes were boiled in homemade soap, then 

scrubbed against a wash board, dried, starched, and ironed. Being 

a good cook and baker was rewarded by having one's box lunch, 

cakes and pies purchased at the church and school socials. 

Social control was maintained in a number of ways. The 

eldest member of the family had authority over all of the others, 

even grown children. Children were punished for the smallest 

infractions and they were expected to contribute to the 

their chores and working in the fields. 

younger to address them with r 





t nat sne "wasn ' t his aunt . " 
le . Underlying t hese behaviors was the 

implied danger of be ing subjected to gossip if your house was not 
cl ean, your children not respectful d , an your family ' s behavior 
ques tionable. 

The churches exerted strong pressures to conform. Indi viduals 

could be censored by t he congregation and expelled if they failed 

to "mend their ways." In matters that we re considered serious , 

s uch as adultery, t he offendi ng man mi gh t be vi s ited by a 

delegation of e lders from t he church. If that di dn' t wor k he 

might be visited again and "given a beating." until the guilty 

parties had me nded their ways and begged forgiveness they mi ght 

be s ubjected t o ostracism by the congregation. tong after 

r epentance, there would still be gossip. While most things could 

be forgi ven, marrying black could not and young people were kept 

away from any contacts with blacks. Individuals who married 

bl acks were forced to leave the community. There was no similar 

prohibition against marrying whites within the Indian community, 

but it did not occur often, particularly toward the end of the 

century, because whites would drive out the couple. 

In the early 1900s a fraternal organization called the 

Confederation of Red Men's Lodge reached the Lumbee community. It 

is not clear who introduced it, but by 1914 there were lodges in 

Prospect, Magnolia, Pembroke, Saddletree, Oxendine, and Union 

Chapel, called the Tecumseh Lodge (Robeaon 

2). The last mentioned was beaded by "'~fNJli5~ 

Sigh Chief. The lodge members met aon ..... l:rz,,ll 

school, or in their own buildin9• 

(Robesonian September 

pte.O.r 10, 1914: 

boaea or 



marched in pa r a des, and conducted funerals The ceremonies and 
rituals of t he lodg · es were secret. Members paid dues and s ome h ad 

uniforms. In add ition, there was an "Annual Picnic of the 
confederat ion of Red Men." Whi l e membership lists have no 

survived, t he few published notices available i ndicate that the 

we r e l ed by t he tribe ' s more prominent member s . lodges 

The annual picnic f be held at t he N ° t he Conf ede ration of Red Men will 
Pembr oke on Thuro~mal school buildi ng i n t he t own of 

The Grand s ar, July 22 • 
to come and ~igih Chlef summons all Red Men of the order 

r ng well - filled baskets. 
10 30 Programme 

: a.m. Address of welcome by Mr. A.S. Locklear. 
11 a . m. Parade on horseback 
12 m. Dinner. · 
12:30 p.m. Boat Races. 

1 p.m. Address by Mr. S.A . Hammonds. 
2 p.m. Address by Prof. H.A. Neal. 
2:30 p.m. Parade and march. 

Music wi~l ~e furnished by the Indian band . 
The pu~l1c 1s cordially invited. 

Comm1ttee of Arrangements: J.W. McGirt, J.B. Barris, E.M. 
Clark, H.L. Locklear, J . O. Brooks, L.W. Jacobs. 

Marshalls: R.H. Lowery, J.H. Godwin, Alonzo aunt, J.A. 
Locklear, Alex Oxendine . 

Abner Chavis, G. H.C. 
W.D. Oxendine, G.H.S. 

(Robesonian July 5, 1915: 4). 

Beyond this, according to one man in his late seventies, the 

LOdges maintained social order. "When people got out of order 

they would go and talk to them at night. If they didn't bebave 

they would go back and whip them" (Campisi 1985-1987, 

fieldnotes). With so many prominent leaders it is eaa 

understand how the lodges could maintain order and, 

time, protect the tribal members from organizt4 Y 

wbites in the area. 

su .. ary, the Lumbee community at the tur 

the first two decades of the 
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\ 
. olated socially, and to a l esser 
1s extent geogr aphically, from 
the wh ite and Black communit i es . 

The non-Indians tended to be 
more town oriented, whi le t he Lumbees 

were ru ra l f armi ng people . 
the Lumbee community was organized i nto a 

number of set t lement 
eas concen t ra t ed in the cent ral . 

ar por t lon of t he count y. They 
dere linked t ogether by their ext ensive 
w ki nshi p ties , chur ch 

affiliations, their sense of themselves 
as Indi ans , and t heir 

Control of their educationa l system, all f o whi ch served as a 

lll
echanism f or defini ng t r ibal membersh ' d . 1p an ma i nta1ning tribal 

boundaries. 

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY - 1900 TO 1970 

Beginning in the 1890s , Robeson County underwent significant 

changes in its economy which affected the Lumbee communi ty. 

First, there was the de velopment of a l umber i ng indust ry which 

denuded much of the for e st a rea (Sider 1971) . At about t he same 

time, tobacco f armi ng began in t he county, starting first in the 

Fairmont area and spreadi ng g r adually throughout the rest of t he 

county . These deve l opments were aided by the expans i on of the 

ra i l sys t em before 1900, and t he dr a i nage of the swamps short l y 

thereafter. In 1910, the u .s. Department of Agriculture 

conduct ed a survey of Bac k s wamp and J acobs swamp , the major 

Lumbee set t lement area (Map 22 ) . It found that the Back Swamp 

wa t ershed was some seventeen mi l es long, with a widt h of between 

one-half to two and one-half miles, and drained s ome 21,550 

acres, two-thirds of which remained uncultivated. Jacob swamp, 

Which originates in Back swamp, is nine and one-half miles long 
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f the 
drainin9 ° er acre 

5 tO $100 p 
acre to $Z d· t reporte . 
use the departmen in the district i~ cotton, it be 

rincipal croP corn and bay be~ng used for h in~ 
The P P that is sold, tobacco was grown extens ively()"~ 

the ~~potion. FormerlYmade the industry unprofitable' 
cons ice has d but a s 11 ' but its low ~r surveY was ma e . . rna amount 

d at the t1me t~e rown in the d~str~ct. A few 
~~ tobacco was bel~g o~ts are grown. Irish and sweet 
fields of wheat an hi ment and home consumption. 
potatoes ~or ear~~r~el~ns, and vegetables do well in tne 
straw~err 1es, dwa also peaches, pears, figs, apples, 
distnct, as 0 

mu~~~~r~~sth:n~i~~:ie~~ being cut and used . for . lumber 
and crossties . Lumbering at th7 presendt ht~me .1bs an 
important industry in the. distr~ct, an t e t1m er 
products are valuable ( Ib~d. ) • 

The draining of the swamps increased the value of the land held 

by the Lumbees, but the vagaries of the prices for agricultural 

products and the expense of digging connecting drainage ditches 

to the main system, placed many Lumbee fami 1 ies in economic 

jeopardy . There was a rapid land loss to banks and agricultural 

supply firms. Th e dominance of cotton d B\1 the was short-live • J 

time of this report 
the boll weavil infestation was alreadY 

making signif' . lcant lnroads . 
contrast th ln curtailing production. BY 

' e demand f or tobacc · · nco~ 
replacement f 0 lncreased, providing an l. J 

or those wh c~r 
tobacco 0 could make flUe' 

Production. the transition to 
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These changes did not necessarily b . 
r1ng about an improvement 

the economic conditions of the L 
in 

' lies had moved into south c 
Umbees. E ven before 1900 many 

earnl arolina and Georgia in search of 
ter land or to work in the tu 

bet rpentine l'ndustry . Some returned 
·Jhen thiS industry col1apsed, but other . 
w s remained d1spersed 
throughout the southern states. Th . 

elr out-migration had been 
Precipitated by a drop in cotton pr · 

lees; in 1898 cotton r eached a 
10'11 of five cents a ,pound , two cents a pound below what a farmer 

needed to break even (Dial and Eliades 1975 .. 146
). 

As ment i oned 
above , during the s econd decade of the t wentl'eth 

century cotton, 
'llhich had been the ma in cash crop of the county, was devastated 

bY the boll weevi l and bo l l worm . Where previously an individual 

could produce a ba l e of cotton per acre of land , following the 

infesta tion this dropped to one bale per four acres. some 

1umbees planted t heir fi e lds, only to see the entire crop 

destroyed (Campisi 1985-1987 , fieldnotes) . The effect was to 

further impoverish t~e Lumbe e farmers, to drive them out of land 

ownership , and to make t hem mor e dependent on white l andlords. 

Many switched to t he gr owi ng of tobacco, a crop , like cotton , 

~ich was l abor i n t ens i ve. 

Tobacco pr ices were high duri ng the period from 1912 t o 1918, 

but af t er World war I, · they fe ll dramat ica lly (Nor th Carolina 

Depa r t ment of Agricu l ture 1960 : 4). The ag ricul t ural regions of 

the South never recovered f rom the dep ression of 1921 . A few 

tumbees reacted to the economic and s oc i a l c ond itions by moving 

nor th, either to Detroit or Baltimore. Some moved to other par t s 

Of North were able to. avoid some of the more Carolina where they 

~r 1 t yed in Robeson County. u ent aspects of racism. aut most 5 a 

Sl.7(b) PAGE 153 



The Lumbee population continued to grow faster than either 

white or b lack population in the county. In 1920 t here were the 

g, 917 Lumbees i n Robeson County; in 1930 they had increased to 

12 , 404. This rate of growth was due to an extraordinary rate of 

live births· In 1928 there were 407 births in the Indian 

communitY (Tabl e 9) . Nevertheless, at the same time, the -Lumbees 

had the highest death rate in the county , 11 . 6 per thousand. They 

alsO had the highest rate of death from tuberculosis, 78.4 per 

10o,000 (Ibid.). This suggests the dire economic conditions 

under which the Lumbees lived during this period. 

Table 9 Robeson County Vital Statistics for 1927 

Births 
1,748 

White 
Indian 
Colored 

White 
Indian 
Colored 
Total 

White 
Indian 
Colored 
Total 

Rate/1000 Deaths Rate/1000 
25.5 

Number 
308 
104 
309 

Attended by 
706 
185 
159 
1748 

721 10 .5 

Deaths 
Rate 
9.4 
11.6 
9.0 

Births 
Physician Attended 

Deaths 

by 
82 

222 
393 

Due to Pulminary Tuberculosis 
(per 100,000) 

Rate 
4 45.2 
7 78.4 
20 58.7 
31 

Midwives 

Note: Birth and death rates are per 1000 
Source: North Carolina State Board of Health 1927: 8- 25. 

The Lumbee community underwent a number of significant 

ch~ mhe first occurred in ~nges during the 1920s and 1930s. • 
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education. Beginning around the first World War , the Lumbees 

S tablished the ir first high school whl'ch d . 1 f e ' rew pup1 s rom a 

number of a r eas . By 1940 there we r e high schoo l s in Prospect , 

saddletree, Pemb roke, and Fai rmont. In addition , the number of 

el ementary s chools inc reas ed. These developments had s omewhat 

opposite eff ects. The expansion of t he elementary schools 

increased t he Lumbee's s ense of comi ng from a par t i cular 

set tlement, while the development of wha t mi ght be termed 

regional high schools brought children and parent s from various 

sett lements together. Many of the i nt e r - sett lement r ivalries 

were manifested as riva lr ies be t ween hi gh schools , and were acted 

out by competing spor t s t eams. Beginning in the 1920s the 

Normal School organi zed "Indi an School Days " t hat brough t 

t ogether s t udents and parents from the va rious a r eas f or a day of 

games, recita tions, picnics, and t he like (Campis i 1985-1987, 

f i eldnotes} . 

The s econd change t hat served t o i nt egra t e t he Lumbee 

community was the increase and spread of t he number of churches . 

As the Lumbee population expanded outward to fill the areas 

between the existing settlements, both churches and schools were 

quick to follow. By 1922 t here were at least twenty-six Indian 

churches in Robeson county (Lennon 1922). Not only was there an 

increase i n the number of churches, but there was a concommitant 

increase in the number of denominations, particularly in 

non-affiliated churches. A second trend with respect to the 

Oliferation of churches is notable. BY and large, churches 

formed not because of some doctrinal dispute, but rather, 

liots over personalities within the churches. This was 
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~particuarly true after World war II. Thus 
1
. t 

1
. s 

possible to trace 
the evolu t i on of churches by exami ning their fission . For 

example, t he Wh ite Hi l l Baptist Chu r ch split and Bake r 's Chapel 

~as formed. Whatever the details of this split and others, the 

original nineteenth century sett l ements remained intact, 

incorporating new arrivals through the schools and , t o a lesser 

ext ent, the churches . As one Lumbee noted, "Where you'd f i nd a 

church you'd find a school and a graveyard, and t hat about sums 

us up" (Campis i 1985-1987, f ieldnotes). 

During the 1920s there was a t leas t one significant 

att i t ud i nal and behav i oral change t hat had an important i mpact on 

the communi t y . As noted previous l y , marr iage be tween cousins was 

rel at ively common i n t he nine teenth centur y. Geographica l 

proximity seemed to have been t he cr itical var i able . By the 

twenties, however, there was a s hi f t i n values, and f i rst cousin 

mar ri age became l e ss common. 

With the advent of world war I I , many Lumbees entered 

mi l itary service or moved t o cities t o work in t he war 

industr i es. Of particular impor t ance were the migrations to the 

Washington-Baltimore and the Detroit, Michigan, areas . These 

movements continued after the war, but never seriously affected 

the core population in Robeson and the adjoining counties. 

the period from 1945 through 1980 was marked by significant 

so · h 1· n the Lumbee community (see Clal and political c anges 

While 

Bi 83 _7(c)), in general, the organization storical Narrative and 

Of the community and its values remained relatively unchanged. 

In the sectl"on of the petition we will describe 
remainder of this 

1 of social interaction that 
n detail the patterns and networks 
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nave existed and cont i nue t o ex is t in the Lumbee community . 

THE CONTEMPORARY LUMBEE COMMUNITY 

This study of the contemporary Lumbee community is based upon 

the research of Adolph Dial, Karen Blu, Gerald Si der, Rebecca 

seib, John Gregory Peck, and Jack Campisi, and covers the period 

from 1960 to 1986. 

According to the 1970 census the Lumbee population in Robeson 

countY was 26,486 (SCHS 1982 : Table 1). By 1980 this population 

had risen to 38,528, an increase of 34.1~ (Ib .d ) ~ 1 • • It was an 

essentially rural population concentra ted i n the settlements that 

had been trad itionally Lumbee. There are appr oxi mat e ly thirty of 

these set t lements located i n the townships of saddletree, Smiths, 

Pembroke, Back Swamp, Raft Swamp, Thompson, Un i on, Philade l phus, 

and Rowland. Other t ownships that contain settlements are 

Wisharts, Alfordsv i lle, St . Paul's, and Maxton. In 1980 there 

were 9,585 separate Lumbee households in Robeson county, of which 

two-thirds were owner-occupied (SCHS 1982: Table 3). 

Prom approximately 1840 until world war II, the members of 

the Lumbee tribe had, through time, lost control of much of their 

land. This trend reversed following the war as Lumbees began 

buying back land, sometimes paying prices in excess of its 

agricultural worth in order to recover that which had been lost 

to Whites (Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes). 

The draining of the swamps made available more land for 

agriculture and settlement, and blurred the lines between some of 

the settl 1 seed the onlY visible demarcation 
ements. some coa e ' 
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be i ng a r oad or dra i nage ditch. Wh 'l 1 e some of t hese s ett l ement 
names are still known , they have li t t l e contemporary meaning . 

such, f or example, i s the case of Black Ankle. In other 

instances one name is used t o represent a b f num er o areas. Thus , 

todaY Saddl e t ree includes the Indi an settlements of Magnolia , Mt . 

olive, and An tioch, although the last is actually in st . Paul' s 

Township . The same holds true fo r the area to the south of 

pembroke; t he se ttlements of Reedy Br anch, Gr eene Gr ove, Black 

Ankle, Ashpole, and Fairmont are gene ra lly s ubsumed under the 

name of Fairmont (Maps 23 and 24 ; Se ib 1984 Maps 3 and 4). To 

an ex t ent, t he name one i s g iven fo r a particula r location is 

dependent on the age of the pe rson being asked and the level of 

specificity sought. Olde r residents t end to identify the 

locality in mor e precise and circumscribed terms, whi le younger 

indiv i duals a re more wil ling to gene ralize. However, if pressed , 

most can provide the name of the minimal unit. 

Individua l s commonl y i dentify t heir place of r esidence by one 

of three indices . The first is the s ub-communi ty , of which there 

are four: Pembroke, Prospect, Saddletree, and Fa i rmont . The 

church is the second identifier . When i ndi viduals refer to Sandy 

Plains, Green Grove, surnt swamp, Harper's Ferry, and a host of 

others, they are referring to a spec if i c church. The third 

identifier applied is a school; for example, Onion Elementary. 

Lumbees seldom refer to townships i n the context of residency. 

They reserve that designation for political expression. 

Strong inter-settlement rivalries existed prior to World war 

I and continued well into the 1950s. They were particularly 

intense between Prospect and pembroke, although feelings about 
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pembroke appear to have been shared by othe r sett lements (Bl u nd: 

4). For the most part, these riva lries took t he form of jokes, 

but occasionally they resulted in f ' ht ' 1g 1ng. This usually 

Occurred when boys from one settl ement tried to visit girls in 

another, or when groups of males met t " · a JUke joints , " the 

euphemism for illegal bars. 

Individual Lumbees maintain that they can tell the place of 

residence of an individual by his or her accent; that people from 

saddletree, Pembroke, Prospect, and other settlements have 

dis t inctive speech patterns (Bl u nd; Campisi 1985-1987 

fi eldnotes). 

Despite the community's size, Lumbees are held together by 

the same mechanisms and values that have kept them toge t her for 

the past one hundred years or more. First and foremost is the 

sense of kinship. The overwhelming majori t y of informal socia l 

activities center around the family . There is cont inual and 

widespread visiting among adults, particularly in the homes of 

parents and grandparents. Often, children live near their parents 

on land tha t was part of the fami l y homestead. Membe r s of 

fami l ies speak and visi t each other on an almost da ily basis. 

KI NSHI P 

The extended fam i l y i s by far t he most i mportant f acto r in 

the maintenance and expression of community val ues, informat i on , 

and opini on. I t is the nexus of communi t y i nt eraction . The 

knowledge that the average Lumbee has of who hi s or her kin is 

truly astoundi ng. It is very common for i ndividuals to be able to 
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t race their pa ren t s ' genealogies back 
fi ve or mor e genera tions. 

~ot on l Y a r e i nd i viduals able to name grandparents , great 

grandparents , great great grandparents etc b ., ut very often t hey 
can name t he siblings of their ancestors, t he spouses of their 

ancestors' siblings , r e late where they lived in Robeson county, 

the church t hey attended, and the names of the i r offspring. Most 

indi vi duals can trace the i r lines back to at least one of a 

half-dozen core families described on Chart 2. Fr om an 

anthropologica l pe r spec t ive, these are examples of "kindreds," a 

type of ki n organizat ion commonly found among tribes that trace 

descent b ilater a l ly . Not only can mos t individual s descr i be in 

detail t he ir kindreds , they can describe how pr esent -day members 

are related to them and to each other. 

Char ts 3 and 4 illustrate the inte rconnectedness of the 

Lumbee community . Thes e charts represent two large families from 

diffe rent parts of the Lumbee community . They identify 

individual membe r s of t he families, their place of r esidence, 
t 

religious aff i lia t i on , and spouse's name , place of nata l 

res i den ce, and r el i gious afff i liation, if different fr om spous e . 

The dat a is limi ted t o individuals who reside outs ide t heir 

parent's home . I ndi v iduals , whe t her children or adul t s , who l ive 

in someone else's home are not shown . 

As the char t s demonst r ate, t he ove rwhelming ma jority of 

Lumbees mar r y other Lumbees, although the spouses are not 

necessarily from the same set t lements. In fact, t here is a high 

incidents of marrying out of the settlement in which the 

individual was raised. This has the effect of t y ing together 

many Lumbee families throughout the community in an elaborate 
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communica t i ons and social ne t wor k. 

The char ts a l s o i l lustra t e the degree of religious diversi ty 

hat exists wi t hin the community F t · or example, t he crawley 

Locklear family 1 has members attending the Shannon Assembly of 

God Church, Union Methodist Church, Bear Swamp Baptist Church, 

philadelphus Church, Deep Branch Baptist Church, Kingdom Ball of 

Jehovah Witness, and the Church of Latter Day Saints. Other 

families show a similar diversity. Some families, such as the 

aammonds, while attending a number of churches, show a more 

consistent membership pattern with an emphasis of the Church of 

God. 

such diversity, instead of representing a divisive force in 

the community, acts to bring together tribal members. These 

churches have all Indian congregations and ministries. They are 

linked together not only by membership in associations, but by 

strongly held theological beliefs and the family networks of 

their memberrs. Since church activities take up a major portion 

of the members' time, there is frequent social interaction among 

family members and between members of different families . 

Finally, the charts show a pattern of residential clustering 

and mobility. couples appear to have made their homes near 

members of one or the other families. Quite often it is near the 

homes of siblings and outside the settlement of either set of 

Parents. Given the ease of communications, visiting is constant 

and the need to reside near either set of parents is of less 

1•Portance. aut, as the charts illustrate, living in Robeson 

County is the preferred choice. 

The kinship system recognizes relationships through at least 
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the third cousin, as well as 
great-uncles and great-aunts . It is 

mon for inaividuals, when ask d 
com e to name the members of their 

· 11·es, to describe the1' r rel t ' . 
eam

1 
a lonshlp to several hundred 

people. one indi vidual reported that her family was planning an 

anniversary party for the grandparents and had decided to limit 

it to "two hundred of the immediate family." When Mrs. Rockie J. 

Locklear turned eighty-nine, she" ... was honored with a birthday 

celebration at the home of her daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and 

Mrs. Bill Buck Locklear after church services at Mt. Airy Church 

their families, the pastor of Mt. Airy Baptist Church, and a 

number of close friends, who were also members of the church. In 

July, 1984, Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie B. Locklear were given a sixtieth 

wedding anniversary by their children and grandchildren. Over 200 

attended the celebration, which was held at the Mt. Airy 

Fellowship Ball (Ibid. July 14, 1983: 4). The same issue of the 

paper reported the fiftieth wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. 

Foy cummings, held at the st. Annab Free Will Baptist Church 

Fellowship Ball. The paper reported: 

[t]he following sons and daughters (and spouses) hosted 
· and M Claude (Carolyn) Daniel, the celebrat1on: Mr. rs. . 

• and Mrs. Vernon (Amella) Taft, Jr. 
Jr. of Pembrok~, Mr.. r and Mrs. Waltz (Louise) Maynor 
of Pasco, wash1ngton, M · c . gs of Pembroke· Mr and f o h N c . Mr Jerry umm1n , · o ur am, •• , • lear of Pembroke; Mr. and Mrs. 
Mrs. Edward (Sally) toe~ k • Mr. and Mrs. Henderson 
Mich~el Cummings of P~~l~~o:~; Mr. and Mrs . Timothy 
Cumm~ngs of Sa~ulpa, . Mr. Robert cummings of 
Cumm1ngs of Cl1nton, ~owa, and Mrs. Larry (Eunice) 
Warren-Robbins, Georgl~;t~~·former Mrs. Donald cummings 
Chavis of Pembroke; an cummings). The two eldest 
(Mrs. Annie Pearl.Revel~ Bolivar, venezuela, and Carlton 
sons, Donald cumm1ngs 0 were unable to attend. 
Cummings of Charlotte, N.~; thirty-four grandchildren 
Twenty-four of the coupl~ hild attended the gala affair 
and their one great-gran c 
also (Ibid.). 

les Each year dozens e are not isolated or unique examp • 



r-
of families hold anniversary and b ' 

lrthday parties for their 
parents and grandparents to which are 

invited the children and 
the children's children of the couple 

being honored, as well as a 
feW close friends, usually fellow church members, plus a few 
other kin with whom they have mainta l' ned close ties. In 
addition, families often hold reunions in the summer, some on an 

annual basis, to which all members of the extended family are 

invited, and in which all share in th e planning and preparation 

of the event. An example of this was the Bullard family reunion 

held in 1977 . It was attended by the descendants of John and 

cattie (Graham) Bullard . The newspaper repo rted that this 

reunion was held a nnually on Father's Day at the family's 

homes tead (Ibid. June 30, 197 7: 4). 

To arrange these events requires an i ntimat e, detailed 

knowledge of family lines. This kind of knowledge is not 

academic; it reflects an ongoing active participation with the 

other members of the family. 

Marriage rules prohibit marriage closer than a fourth cousin; 

conversely, there is a strong preference for marrying within the 

tribe. Thus, an individual, at the minimum, needs to know his or 

her relationship to a perspective spouse as soon as dating 

begins. Nearly every individual interviewed reported that when 

they began dating, the young man was questioned, generally by the 

girl's parents, to determine if he was a third cousin or closer. 

People maintain that they still question their children's dates 

to determine if they are in fact related. One woman told a story 

Of b er son who was interested in dating a particular girl. Be 

9ome home to report, with some glee, that another boy dating 
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the girl had discovered that he was dis t antly re l ated to her, and 

therefore could not date her any longer. Marriage is possible 

onlY if an individuals' kin ties are beyond the collective 

memories of the families. That appears to be beyond the fourth 

generation. 

Residency is largely determined by the availability of land, 

one's occupation, and one's income. There is a preference for 

married couples to live near one of the two sets of parents, but 

there is no hard and fast rule of post-nuptial residence. During 

the period since World War II the Lumbee population has increased 

dramatically and individuals have been forced to live in other 

sub-communities within Robeson and adjoining counties. As a 

result, marriages are no longer limited t o people wi thin an 

individual's settlement. Thus, there has been a greater degree 

of integration of the Lumbee community, which has somewhat 

diminished the importance of the particular settlements. 

Regardless of the settlement pattern, individuals maintain 

extremely close ties to their consanguineous families. They visit 

their parents and grandparents on an almost daily basis, and 

their siblings with nearly the same frequency. In addition, 

there are daily telephone calls. As parents grow older the 

contacts among siblings seem to increase. This engrossing 

interaction is fueled by a continual flow of detailed information 

about family and tribal matters, congruent with events such as 

anniveraries, marriages, births, accidents, deaths and other 
fam11 · an endless stream of gossip 

Y crises. In addition, there lS 
lb its political concerns, and 

out Others in the Lumbee community, 

hit communities. 
ttlations with the black and w e 



Affinal ties are not as strong as 
consanguineal; 

nevertheless, · individuals maintain as nearly 
a complete knowledge 

of their spouses' relatives as they do thel·r own. Again, there 
l·s a range of involvement. ~hl' l · d ' · " e 1n lVlduals may participate in 

the other family's social events, they generally do not take an 

active part in the family's affairs. 

The same close interactions are maintained by those Lumbees 

who have moved away. For example, those living in North carolina 

return frequently for visits, while those residing in washington, 

Baltimore and Detroit, although their visits are less frequent, 

keep in close contact by letter and telephone. In contrast, 

there is little interest expressed in the family of non-Indian 

spouses, and the effect of marrying out is to limit the 

interactional patterns to one's family. 

Again, although it is acceptable to marry a white, marriage 

to a black will result in social ostracism, particularly if the 

couple chooses to live in the Lumbee community. One elderly 

woman put the matter quite bluntly. " Always remember the unborn. 

If you married someone who was unacceptable you would be cut off. 

Who would you go to for help?" (Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes). 

CHURCHES 

Religion is the second major factor integrating the Lumbee 

community. This may seem paradoxical given the fact that there 

are over one hundred Lumbee churches and more being built. At 

the turn h increase in the number of churches of the century t e 

doctrinal differences. Later, ' to a degree, influenced by 
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Churches were established to mee t t he 
needs of f amilies set tl ing 

in previously unoccupied areas. Thi s does not seem t o be the case 

Sently Churches now become t bl pre · es a ished when portions of a 

congregation fission. The causes of these splits are often 

disputes within the churches. Usually these manifest themselves 

as some form of opposition to the minister, with one group 

wanting to fire him, and the other fighting to keep him. 

Whichever group wins keeps the church, and the other pulls out, 

and builds its own church. 

The Lumbee Indian churches are grouped into four categories: 

The Burnt swamp Baptist Association, the North Carolina 

conference of the United Methodist Church, the Lumber River 

Holiness Methodist Conference, and non-affiliat ed. There are 

forty-six churches in the Burnt Swamp Baptist Association, with a 

total membership of 8,500. The United Methodist Conference 

consists of twelve churches, of which nine are located in Robeson 

and the adjoining counties. These nine churches have a total 

enrollment of 2,000. The Lumber River Holiness Methodist 

Conference includes nine Lumbee Indian churches with a total 

enrollment of 1,200. There are fifty-five Protestant churches, 

generally identified as pentecostal or fundamentalist. The 

majority of these are joined together in one of three 

associations or conferences: The church of God, The Assembly of 

God, and The Pentecostal Holiness. In addition, there are a small 

\ number of churches that are independent. As to their membership, 

an informed estimate places the total of the last three named 

associations and the independent churches at 2,300. 

Map 25 shows the location of the churches in 1984. Table 
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10 prov i des t he i r dates of organization and thel· r denomi nation, 
where applicable. As can be seen, the majority of the churches 

are of recent origin, are located close to each other, but remain 

l·n the areas where the Lumbees are almost exclusively resident . 

The congregations vary in size from a few dozen to several 

hundred, and the buildings range from rectangular frame 

structures to impressive two-story buildings of wood or brick 

l 1971 with attached meeting and assembly rooms. The largest church, in 

terms of congregation, is Prospect United Methodist with 684 

members. The Baptists have the largest overall membership. Total 

church membership among the Lumbees is conservatively estimated 

to be around 14,000 (Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes). 

Despite the proliferation of churches, and the occasional 

acrimony that accompanies a schism, the process is essentially 

integrative. Lumbee churches share a belief in a fundamentalist 

Christian outlook. With but a very few exceptions, the ministers 

922 are Lumbees. They articulate a relatively consistent theology, 

although the emphasis may differ. Ministers share more than a 

common set of beliefs; often they share pulpits. It is common 

for ministers from different churches and faiths to preach 

together or to be guest preachers in other churches. Baptists 

Will preach at Methodist churches, and vice versa. Pentecostal 

ministers often exchange pulpits. Beyond the ministries, members 

of congregations join together at revivals and gospel sings. Most 

churches have an annual revival, and many hold gospel sings on a 

monthly basis. In addition, churches hold homecomings that draw 

members from all over the state and nation. The significant fact 

t these churches is that their membership consists of tribal 
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bers Except for an occasional · · mem · VlSttor , or the white spouse 
of a Lumbee, the congregation is entirely Indian. 

For the Lumbees, church is more than a rel igious experience; 

it is their most important formal soc ial activity. It involves 

manY of them on a nearly daily basis . The churches have sunday 

schools, youth organizations, senior citizen's programs, Bible 

study programs, and choir pract ices, to mention a few. Since 

congregations tend to draw members from several different 

settlements, these activities serve to integrate. It is not 

uncommon for members of the same household to attend different 

churches, and this behavior further acts to bring the tribal 

membership together. 

Most churches have choirs that, in addition to singing on 

Sunday, occasionally appear at other churches to share in the 

religious experience . Churches take great pride in their choirs, 

as Lumbees generally take pride in the singing abil ities of their 

members. In addition to the choirs, there are family groups that 

sing gospel music. Nearly every week there is a gospel sing 

somewhere in the community and many churches schedule a sing once 

a month. These family gospel singers attend sings at different 

churches without regard for denomination. Thus, members from 

different congregations and families are brought together on a 

regular basis. Gospel singers assist each other by joining in 

sings where funds are raised to support a particular gospel 

group. The usual form of fundraising is a "plate sale.• Here, a 

group arranges to sell food before the sing, with the funds used 

to support the group's religious activities. 

Along with the sings there are periodic revivals among the 
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rumbees . These are generally organi zed or s d b h h ~ ponso re y a c urc 

congregation and, like the sings, attended by i ndi viduals from 

other churches. They are usually held in the evening and may 

continue for as long as a week. Ministers from a number of local 

churches join in as well as evangelical ministers from outside 

the community . Like other Lumbee relig ious activities, the 

attendance is primarily Indian. 

Most Lumbee Indian churches hold a "homecoming" during the 

fall. The event is well advertised and individuals come from 

great distances to attend. Homecomings are held on sundays after 

church service and are open to all Lumbees. Families and friends 

gather in a church's fellowship hall and share a leisurely meal 

together. Commonly, several hundred Lumbees attend. Homecoming 

is an informal gathering which offers an opportunity for members 

of a family from different congregations to join with other 

families. Individuals repeatedly commented on the importance of 

homecoming as an expression of Lumbee identity and fellowship. 

SCHOOLS 

Until desegregation in the late 1960s, the schools acted as 

a principal means to define tribal membership and to integrate 

the members of the settlements they served. The elementary 

school was a major factor in this definition. Since the state 

and county never provided sufficient funds to operate the 

Schools, there was a need for a variety of fundraising activities 

sponsored and supported by the parents and teachers, who were 

LUmbees, often from the settlements the schools were located in. 
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rhe teachers were appointed and paid by the county , but hired by 

the 1ocal school commi ttee. With desegregation the local school 

committees were replaced with parent advisory associations , but 

there was no dimunition in local i nterest and concern for 

education . As an illustration, the Indian Education Act Parent 

committee of Prospect School held a meeting on January 22 , 1976 , 

at which time it required every teacher wi th a class of Lumbee 

children to submit plans for field trips , allocated $500 to each 

teacher and set the rules for these trips, purchased a copying 

machine and a year 's supply of paper for the school, allocated 

$1,000 "··· to the library for the purchase of Indian books, 

films, newspapers , and Indian cultural items," authorized the 

aoard of Education to use Indian Education Act money to buy 

tickets for Indian children to attend the Robeson Historical 

Drama, and allocated the remaining funds for supplies (CIV 

January 22, 1976: 3). Although the schools have been integrated, 

they remain predominantly Indian in many areas, and are still 

viewed as the special concern of the Lumbees. The schools 

continue to be staffed by Lumbee teachers and administrators. 

STATIONS 

Nearly every crossroads has what Sider refers to as a 

•station,• a small grocery store, often with a lunch counter and 

gas pumps. 

The moat popular places for casual socializing - for 
•en, and to a lesser degree for women also - are the 
•stations.• These are s•all grocery stores with a 
gasoline pump, and there are at least one or two in 
every locale. Men go down to the station for •a coke 
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and a.nab" (a small p~cket of biscuits); women do some 
shopp1ng. These stat1ons are segregated by ethnic 
group, as are the churches, the pool halls the 
"bootlegger " (pa rticular ly those bootlegge;s who 
maintain "piccolos" - jukeboxes - all the places where 
people gather to be with other people. These gathering 
places are segregated by locale [settlement] as well as 
ethnic group, although a few of the more popular 
stations draw Indians from a wide range of locales, who 
drive over "to see what's happening" (Sider 1971: 69). 

If anything, the number of "stations" has more than doubled in 

the fifteen years since Sider conducted his research, but their 

function has not changed. At each station there is a continual 

exchange of news, information and gossip, in addition to joking 

and kibitzing among the clientele. Being a rural area, there are 

many individuals who have the flexibilit y in their schedules to 

stop by for coffee and conversation. In the late afternoon, 

those whose jobs are outside of the community stop off to pick up 

a paper, buy a few groceries, and "catch up on things" on the way 

home (Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes). 

LUMBEE HOMECOMINGS 

Since 1940 the Lumbees have held some type of annual event 

for the benefit of their members. The form of the event has 

changed over the years and at times it has been suspended, but 

since 1970 there has been an annual Lumbee Homecoming organized 

by the Lumbee Regional Development Association (LRDA). The 

homecoming is held in early July and usually lasts from four to 

seven days. The 1977 homecoming is typical. 

Lumbee Homecoming, the annual gathering of the Lumbee, 
has a little something for everyone. 

A plethora of activities are planned, according to 
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Kenneth Maynor, Exec utive Di re · 
Developmen t Associat i on (LRDA ctor of Lumbe~ Reg1onal 
f or t he annual weekend f f ), t he sponso r 1ng agency 

o un and games beginning t oday. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 30 , 1977 

Activi t ies include an appearance by the Golden Knights 
Parachute Team at Pembro~e Senior High School today a t 5 
p.m. and the crowd pleas 1ng favor i te Little Miss Lumbee 
Pageant at 5:30 p.m. at PSU' s Moore ~all. Ton ight at 8 
p . m. the Lumbees honor their own. Awards to be 
P7es7nte~ are The Henry Berry Lowry Memorial Awa rd, the 
D1st1ng u1shed Service Award and The Businessman of the 
Yea7 Award. Banqu~t speaker will be Helen Maynor 
Sch1er beck, a nat1ve of Robeson County and the daughter 
of t he l ate Lacy Maynor and Mr s . Sallie Revels Maynor of 
Pembroke . 

FRIDAY , J ULY 1 , 1977 

Friday is t he day f or the Miss Lumbee Pageant . Eight 
love ly Indian ladi e s are vying for the coveted crown, 
Miss Lumbee 1977. Miss Lumbee 1977 will be crowned by 
Linda Locklear , Miss Lumbee 1976 . .• • The Miss Lumbee 
Pageant will be held i n the spacious and modern PSO 
Pe r forming Arts Center. 

A coronation ball wil l follow a t the Pembrok e Jaycee But 
beginning a t 10:30 p.m . 

SATURDAY JULY 2 , 1977 

Satu rday is a ni ce day f or a parade and Lumbee 
Homecoming wil l showcase a caravan of floa ts, pr etty 
g i r l s, pol i tic ians , c l owns, etc . a t t he Homecomi ng 
Parade t hrough downtown Pemb roke . The parade begins at 
10 a.m. A r e cept ion will f ollow a t the LRDA Annex. 
Later i n t he afternoon, beg i nn ing a t 2 p .m . fi e l d day 
acti v i t ies will t a ke place i n t he Pembroke Town Park . 
Also , there will be exh i bits of Creative Wr i t ing and Art 
Exhibi t s at the LRDA Annex Building all afternoon . 

Saturday ni ght is Pow wow ~ ig~t a t Pembroke .seni o r High 
School. Indian danci ng, s 1ng1ng, camaradar 1e and old 
fashioned rapping will prevail . 

Homecom i ng winds down sun~ay wi t h an Old F~shio~ Gospel 
Sing at the Lakeside Amphl t heatre at the R1vers1de 
Country Club in the Red Banks Community. The Gospel 
Sing, held on the site of Strike a t the Wind will Begin 
at 7 p.m. 

As [Ken] Maynor said, "Homecoming has a little something 
for everyone" (CIV June 30, 1977 : 1). 
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The parade begins around 10 o ' clock · th . 
1n e morn1ng and 

Con tinues for two hours. The line of march b i eg ns at the 
mun i cipal park, near Pembroke State University, and continues 

down Ma i n St crossing the railroad tracks, after which the parade 

loops through some side streets, eventually returning to Main st 

and the park. In its way the parade captures the diversity and 

uni tY of the Lumbee tribe. It includes a procession of vehicles 

on whose hoods, roofs o r open back seats ride t he "king, and 

queens " of a va rie ty of Lumbee elementary schools , volunt eer f ire 

organizations , I nd i an associations, soc i al clubs and pageants. 

There a r e antique vehicles, horse drawn carriages, groups 

representing Lumbee churches, Lumbee politicians, march ing bands , 

a contingent of young people on mopeds, motorcycles , and the 

like, and a large group on horseback. After the parade there i s 

a fa ir at t he park. The one thing that this diverse collection 

share in common is, with rare exceptions, they are Lumbee. 

The Lumbee Homecoming is important because it incorporates 

the ma jor aspects of Lumbee culture. First, it is a uniquely 

Lumbee event. It directs the public's attention to the 

cohes iveness, distinctiveness, and strength of the tribe, and 

expresses t he tribal member's pride in themselves and their 

accompl i s hments. second, it requires the efforts of a large 

number of Lumbees t o organize the several days of celebration. 

Preparations for t he next homecoming begin a few months after the 

last. committees are formed to handle the parade, Miss Lumbee 

contests, advertising, etc. The organizers of the event must 

draw from every segment and sector of the Lumbee community, from 

every church and family to make the event a success. Thus, a 
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significant cross section of the population is involved directly. 

Third, the homecoming brings together members of all the 

families, many from great distances, for a week of fun. It is a 

family-oriented event. As the program shows, it is also a 

religious event. Thus it combines the two most important tenets 

of Lumbee identity. 

STRIKE AT THE WIND 

Every summer since 1976 the Lumbees have put on an outdoor 

drama entitled "Strike at the Wind." The play tells the story of 

the Lumbee people and its culture hero, Henry Berry Lowrie. It is 

concerned with the conflicts and problems faced by the Lumbee 

people during and after the Civil war. 

The drama was written for the Lumbees by Randolph Umberger, 

playwright, with help from Paul Green and the leaders of the 

Lumbee community. In 1968, a group of community members formed 

the Robeson Historical Drama, Incorporated, with the expressed 

goal of developing an historical play. They engaged the services 

of Mr. Umberger to write the play, and Willie Lowery, a tribal 

member, to compose the music and lyrics. To stage the play, the 

company built an open-air theatre adjacent to a lake, near the 

Lumbee River. The site is in the center of the area where the 

events depicted in the play took place. To bring the events to 

life requires a staff of seventy- one actors, thirty-four of whom 

have speaking roles. 
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OTHER SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 

While t he churches are the principal formal social 

organization among the Lumbees, there are other voluntary 
associations which assist i n integrating the communi t y. From 
time to time there have been chapters of the Jaycees and 

Jaycettes organized in the sub-communities of Pembroke, Prospect, 

waku l l a, White Hill, Rex-Rennert, Fairgrove, and Saddletree. 

Since the 1960s there has been a Kiwanas chapter in Pembroke 

(Campisi 1985- 87, fieldnotes), as well as a chapter of the Lions 

cl ub and the Ladies Li ons Club (CIV J ul y 28 , 1977: 6). In 1972 

members of the Lumbee community formed the Lumbee Ind i an 

Businessmen ' s Association (Ib i d. 1972: 1). One of the oldest 

organizations i n continuous ope ration is the Locklear Lowery VFW 

Post in Pembroke . Beginning in the 1970s a number of settlements 

organized volunteer fire depa r tments. In 1982 the Prospect 

Volunteer Fire Department celebrated its tenth anniversary with a 

banquet. One can gain a sense of the l evel of community 

interaction t ha t th i s and othe r organizations have provided from 

the followi ng br i e f repo r t: 

It was a time for fri e nds to reminisce as ~he Prospect 
Vo lunteer Fi r e Department and Pros p; ct AUX l l l ar y Cl ~b 
gathered fo r t he 2nd Annual Firemen s Banquet on ~ r 1day , 
Nov . 19. s ome 75 people conve r ged on Prospe?t Un1ted 
Methodist Church's fellowship hal l t ? recogn1ze 
individuals whose efforts ha ve contr1buted to t he 

t . d th of the fire department over the past 10 con 1nue grow 

years. Nas h Lock lear, a veteran of 37 
Guest speake:, Rev . r es en t l y t he pas t or of Tabernacl e 

year~ of teach1ng a~d ~ed a brief but enjoyable ta l k 
Bapt1st Church , dellVe lt Oxendine and Dennis Moore 
before g i ving way to De on 
who handed out the awa r ds . 
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Re.ceiving plaques were: Charles w. "Bill" Moore, 
Howard Locklear, Curt Locklear, Sr., J ames Moore, Dennis 
Moore - VFD Chief, L.H. Moore, Andrew Locklear, vernie 
Bullard, Ca:l Locklear, Earl Moore, Bobby Oxendine, 
Newton Cumm1ngs, Jr., Anthony Moore, Richard Locklear, 
Bernard Smith, and the Prospect Auxillary Club . 

Receiving certificates were: Daryl smith - VFD Asst. 
Chief, Jerry Moore - VDF Captain, James L. Locklear -
VFD Lieutenant, Luther Moore - VFD secretary, Rev. Bruce 
Locklear - VFD Chaplain, Ander Dial - VFD Asst. 
Chaplain, Homer Locklear, Johnny s. Locklear, Mitchell 
Locklear, Lawrence Locklear, Jeff Locklear, Lloyd 
Barton, Daniel Locklear, Anthony Locklear, John McGirt, 
and Vaidosta Locklear. 
Members of the Prospect High School Future Homemakers' 
Association prepared a meal that consisted of various 
meats, and vegetables and beverages. The food was paid 
for by the fire department. On hand was the Prospect 
Quartet to provide special music {Ibid. December 2, 
1982: 1). 

The article quoted above illustrates a general feature of 

voluntary associations within the Lumbee community. The 

organizations are almost without exception, Lumbee Indian in 

their membership. Although they may serve a special interest 

group, their activities invariably involve and are supported by 

other groups and segments of the community. For example, in the 

case above, they made use of the Prospect United Methodist 

Church's Fellowship Hall to hold the banquet, the minister who 

spoke was Baptist, the meal was prepared by the Prospect High 

School Future Homemakers' Association, and the entertainment was 

Provided by a local singing group. This sharing of talents, 

facilities and activities by members of the community, as well as 

Participating in organizations that transend family, residence, 

and religious boundaries, is further evidence of the existence of 

a separate, definable Indian community. 
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CAROLINA INDIAN VOICE 

On January 18, 1973, Bruce Barton, a member of the Lumbee 

tribe, published the first edition of The Carolina Indian Voice 

(CIV). The paper's aim was to provide a h ' 1 f " ve 1c e or ... 

articulating the affairs and concerns of the North carolina 

Indians-- and all Indians generally" {CIV January 20, 1983). 

over the intervening fourteen years the paper has covered every 

aspect of news affecting the Lumbee tribe, including the Old Main 

issue, Double Voting, and the desegregation of the Lumbee school 

system. In addition, the paper has faithfully reflected the 

social life of the Lurnbee community, chronicled the relationship 

of the community to both black and white communities, offered 

commentary on the events that affect the Lumbees, and provided a 

forum for community expression. 

The CIV has been, and continues to be, an important vehicle 

for informing the tribal members of the social and political 

activities within their community. Like any good hometown 

newspaper, it faithfully reports on births, marriages, 

anniversaries and deaths in the community. It provides space for 

churches, schools, and social and professional groups to announce 

upcoming events and report on their activities. Equally 

important , the newspaper publishes articles about the two largest 

Lumbee communities outside of North carolina: Baltimore, 

Maryland, and Detroit, Michigan. conversely, individuals living 

in th are able to keep up-to-date on the ese and other areas 

event and the activities of tribal members s in Robeson County 
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through the paper. Through its pages Lumbees, though distant, can 

remain a part of the tribal community. The CIV serves an 

essential function in integrating the Lumbee community, 

articulating its values, and delineating the community's 

boundaries. 

LUMBEE IDENTITY 

Lumbees in Robeson County learn about their Indian identity 

in two ways. First, they become aware of it, almost 

unconsciously, as they are growing up. For many it is not until 

they leave high school and Robeson County that they have social 

contacts with non-Indians. Until desegregation they grew up and 

lived in a universe revolving around family, church, and school, 

and isolated from other groups. When asked how they became aware 

of their Indian identity individuals responded by saying "I guess 

I always knew it." "My family made it clear to me, mostly by who 

I was with." "That's (Lumbees) all there was ever around us" 

(Campisi 1985-1987, fieldnotes). 

Lumbees also learned about who they were from outsiders, 

mainly whites. one individual summed it up in the following 

manner, "You soon learn as a child to read the signs -- White 

Only, Black Only, Indian Only" (Ibid.). Racial attitudes were 

(and are) so pervasive that no Lumbee has been spared. There 

were two movie theatres in Lumberton -- the Carolina and 

Riverside -- and both required tumbees to sit upstairs along with 

tbe blacks, but in a separate section. The local drugstore would 

serve beverages or food to tumbees; except for a single hot 
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dog stand there was no place for a Lumbee to get a meal until a 

member of the tribe opened a restaurant at the edge of the city 

in the 1950s. At the local hospital Indians were not allowed to 

share rooms with whites. Newly-born babies were not permitted in 

the white nursery. Instead, they were placed in the lower drawer 

of the dresser in the mother's room. Peck provides the following 

description of Lumberton in the late 1960s: 

To be an Indian in Lumberton involves learning to walk 
easy. It means learning to walk the delicate line 
between white and black, between the segregated and the 
nonsegregated. Indians learn that there are some barber 
shops that will not cut their hair, some where they will 
not have their hair cut. Being Indian means that some 
restaurants will only serve them take-out orders; and 
because they are Indian, they don't go to those 
restaurants. For many it is better to drive the 20 
miles to Fayetteville to see a movie rather than sit in 
a segregated section in Lumberton. Most of all, they 
learn to treat any man with respect, to look him in the 
eye when he talks, and not to jump when somebody hollers 
"Boy" (Peck 1972: 61). 

The same attitudes prevailed in the other towns in the area, 

particularly Red Springs. The one town where the Lumbees could 

be free from this prejudice was Pembroke. With its overwhelming 

Lumbee population, and a majority of its merchants members of the 

tribe, the Lumbees had an urban area free from the usual racial 

harassment. 

The Lumbee community shares values about Christian beliefs 

and education with whites and blacks in the area. What is unique 

about the Lumbees is the intensity and commitment with which they 

Pursue these values. As bas been demonstrated in the "Historical 

Narrative" the Lumbees have dedicated an enormous amount of their 

limited resources to secure adequate education on their terms. 

V.a. Thompson, a Lumbee educator, has argued that "the survival 
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of the Lumbee. Indians as an e t hnic group was l i nked with 

education. The educational needs of Lumbee Indi an children in 

Robeson county were neglected well into thl· s century by federal, 
state, and county authorities. As 1 a resu t, f or many years the 

Indian community built and maintained with their own resources 

the school buildings required to educate their children" 

(Thompson 1973: 78). 

For the Lumbees education has meant improved economic 

conditions, and a better way of life. But above all, it has 

provided the principal means for tribal identification. This was 

demonstrated most clearly by Dexter Brooks, a Lumbee attorney, in 

1976. Speaking about the impact of desegregation, he wrote: 

... most Indians feel that they are in a better position 
than other racial groups to protest racial integration 
becaus~ they stand more of a risk of being submerged in 
the whlte-Black society and of losing their cultural 
identity. It is contended that separating Indian 
children from their traditional schools would constitute 
a cultural jolt and destroy their folkways. The problem 
for the Lumbee Indians is to reconcile the drives toward 
equity in education and economic opportunity with the 
need to preserve cultural traditions which are 
inseparably related to their sense of identity and 
self-esteem. The solution, as seen by most Indians, is 
distinctly Lumbee: embrace the more desirable aspects of 
modern-day culture, blend them with traditional ways, 
but demand the right to be distinctively different, and, 
above all, free. 

Thus, the Indians do not seek equal educational 
opportunity by attempting to force their children into 
alien and hostile environments. Instead, they seek 
meaningful control over the schools which are attended 
by their young. This was why the battle of 
"double-voting" was fought; the Ind~ans want on~y the 
right to decide what type of educat1on that the1r 
children will receive. The Lumbee feel that the schools 
not only should prepare their children to compe~e in 
modern-day America, but that they should do so 1n a 
distinctively Indian way. over three hundred years of 
Lumbee history show that these goals are not 
inconsistent, nor unattainable (Brooks 1976: 11). 

Lumbees, school and community are one and the same. For 
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a school system to manifest Lumbee val 
ues it had to be controlled 

bY the community and staffed by its members. 
As described 

previously, the Lurnbees defined membership by controlling access 
to their schools. Desegregation brought this to an end, but it 

did not dimini sh Lurnbee interest and concern . What resulted was 
a shift in tactics from a settlement b d ase strategy to 

community-wide politically oriented efforts . 

VALUES 

Separate schools offered a means of maintaining a separate 

identity, the first part of Dexter Brooks' formula. The second 

part, that of achiev ing a quality educational system that would 

allow Lurnbees to compete for jobs, resulted i n a growing cadre of 

professionals, many of whom returned to the community to work. 

Built into the Lurnbee belief in improving oneself through 

education is a value that one should serve one's community. It 

is not remarkable that many Lurnbees have become educated and then 

moved away to earn a living. However, what is remarkable is the 

number who have returned when moving would have afforded them 

many more and better opportunities. 

There are other values that link the Lurnbees together. Peck 

has identified four with catch phrases: "horne is Robeson county," 

"sometimes broke, never poor," "a man is a man," and "now is for 

now" (Peck 19?2: 66 ). The first refers to a strong attachment 

expressed by Lumbees to live near their kin, in an area where 

they can share activities with other members of the tribe. The 

nd value relates to the first. tumbees have the sense that 
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as long as t hey have kin to cal l upon t hey are not poor. Along 

with the sense that there are others from whom one can gain 

support, there is great importance placed on individualism, a 

sense that one can take care of oneself (and will not allow 

oneself to be insulted.) Finally, for many Lumbees" [t]here is 

an action orientation, a preference for the immediacy of a 

situation ···" (Ibid.: 70). This is not to say that Lumbees do 

not make long range plans or express goals, but rather, that they 

share a tolerance and understanding for the individual who takes 

time off to fish, or spend it with his kin. Since family 

relations are particularly significan t in their value system, and 

so central to their lifestyle, long range plans reflecting a 

commitment to a career goal have little importance (Ibid.: 

67-70). These are, of course, idealizations and representations 

of general behavioral reality. There are men who do not strike 

their wives or children, women who manage a family and hold 

responsible positions in the community, and young people who do 

not drink or spoil for fights. They are many. But these people, 

while they deplore the more negative behaviors of the others, see 

them as behaviors uniquely Lumbee. Blu, whose research was 

contemporaneous with Peck, found many of the same values, 

although she phrased them somewhat differently. First and 

foremost, is the sense of pride about being Indian, an attitude 

that Blu traces back to the Henry Berry Lowrie period. She cites 

an example from Guy Johnson's 1939 study: 

The white farmers, for their part, recogni=e this 
independence of the Indian when they say, If you want a 
tenant to take care of your land and make money! get.an 
Indian aut don't try to boss him. He wears h1s pr1de 
like a"sore thumb" (emphasis in the original; G. Johnson 

83.7(b) PAGE 182 



1939.: 522, as quoted . ln Blu 1980: 143). 

alu cites a numbe r of examples f 0 the manifesta tion of this pr i de 
from he r fi eldwork, sta t ements like "W , 

e re a proud people , " and 
I'm an Indian and pr oud of it" that 

suggest the br oad accept ance 
of this value in the Indian and non-Indl"an communities (Ibi d. : 
143- 144). 

A second important beh · avloral characteristic is "meanness . " 

Th i s i s defined as " ··· a sensitivity to insul t coupl ed with a 

tendency t o r eact t o i nsults quickly, · 1 VlO ently , and impl acably. 

It does not signify, for Indians, ' small' or ' base' but rather 

'touchiness' and a willingness to 'stand up for oneself' against 

others " (Ibid.: 144) . It is a particularly admirable quality when 

turned against whites , as illustrated by Henry Berry Lowrie, but 

considered destructive when turned against other Lumbees {Ibid.) . 

A third value tha t Bl u identifies -- one not stressed by Peck 

is cohes i veness , "sticking together. " 

This qua li t y i s hi ghly val ued , if problematic, and 
Ind ians often en joi n one another to exhi bi t this 
beha vio r, parti cu l ar ly in politica l cont e xts. Such 
s t atements as " I 'm f or my peopl e first - t he Lumbees 
have to stick together" and "I f you don 't go out of your 
way to hel p another Lumbee , you ain' t worth nothing" 
were common . Once, i n a gat hering of young I ndi an men, 
one of t hem e xplained t o an anthropologist, "I f an 
Indian s ees another Indian, t hey draw toget her like - to 
a magnet. Indians won' t stay by t hemselves: it 's in 
their blood not t o . " 

On the other hand, in discussions of "who our real 
enemies are," Indians often say "ourselves." One Indian 
maintained, "Our neighbors are s t ick i ng us . " These 
comments reflect the t endency of Indians t o mobilize 
mutual support in some circumst~nces . and ~o fr~gment 
i nto f actions in others. The s1 t uat1ons 1n wh1ch 
I ndians "stick together" bes t a~e th~ same .ones that 
elicit Indian meanness - t hose 1n wh1ch Wh1tes are seen 
as threatening Indian identity (Ibi d.: 147-148) . 

addition, Blu identifies three other characteristics of 
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the Lumbee community. They are· 1) Th · 
· · e lmportance of dialect 

differences in identifying an individual, first as a Lumbee, and 

second, as a member of a specific settlement; 2) The importance 

of keeping one's word; and 3) The importance of owning land in 

Robeson County (Ibid.: 160). A recent study of semantic and 

phonological features of Lumbee speech lends support to the 

statement that dialect differences do exist that separate the 

community from both the neighboring white and Black communities 

(Brewer and Reising 1982). Certainly, any researcher in the 

community is informed of the differences by Lumbees. 

Breaking one's word is analagous to lying; it carries with it 

a strong moral connotation. Individuals are careful about making 

a promise because, once made, it must be kept, regardless of the 

consequences. Blu provides the following example from McMillan. 

"They [Lumbees] never forget a kindness, an injury, nor a debt," 

said an old citizen. "They may not pay you when a debt is due, 

but they seldom forget an obligation and are sure to pay you 

after a time" (McMillan 1888: 27, as quoted in Blu 1980: 163). 

Finally, there is the concept that there is a relationship 

between land in Robeson county and being Lumbee. "More than a 

means of livelihood, for Indians," writes Blu, "landowning is an 

end in itself. ownership is more important in many cases than the 

amount of money to be made from land" (Ibid.: 164). This is 

essentially the same value expressed by Peck, that Robeson County 

is home. Land ownership is more than individual possessions; it 

is Widely seen as one of the ways that Lumbees can preserve 

Th,se values, with some modification, continue to define the 
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Lumbee community. There continues to be a stress placed on a 

dominant male role , with all its concomitant negative behaviors. 

th re has been a sh "ft · yet e 1 l n the roles of women, with many of 

them holding key political and administrative positions. 

While there is undoubtedly an existential component to the 

Lumbees' view of themselves, there are equal ly strong pressures 

for success and upward mobility. There is much lauding of the 

individual who has made it on his or her own. Lumbees frequently 

att ribute their entrepreneurial success to the fact that they are 

not "reserva tion Indians," and not encumbered by federal 

bureaucracy. The amount of esteem a person receives is dependent 

in part, on the degree of success and, also in part, on how that 

success is used. There is a view that individuals should use 

their talents to benefit others less fortunate than themselves in 

the Indian community. One often hears local leaders criticized 

for being too concerned with their own political success and not 

concerned enough with doing what is necessary to ad vance the 

interests of the community. This holds especi ally true for those 

who are educated. In general, people are expected to conform to 

the general societal practices in accumulating resources, but not 

in their expenditure. 

A majority of the Lumbees in Robeson county are poor, and 

many many extremely poor. They are also poorly educated and have 

had little opportunity to improve their conditions. They live in 

a county where racism is still a major fact of life and where 

opportunities are denied to them or only grudgingly granted. What 

successes they have had in education and politics have come about 

~Pite of the general attitudes of the dominant society. They 
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f ocused fir s t on education and la t er 
on polit i cs . It should be 

Poi nted out that I ndi an schools were 1 s ow to be deve loped and 
~ere never proper l y funded, and that it was not until t he 

post-World war I period that any appreciable number of Lumbees 

received high school educa tions , let alone college degrees. 

over the intervening yea rs since Blu and Peck conducted t heir 

research there has been some improvement in the status of women. 

For example , t he re i s l ess stigma from divorce, particular ly f or 

~omen, and a sma l l shift toward professional and managerial 

car ee rs , and grea ter political activity . Yet the basic values 

holding the Lumbees toge the r remain virtually unchanged; namely, 

the strong sense of kin ties, with all of their attendant 

obligations , strong r e ligious values, the importance of education 

in improving the lot of community members , a nd the feeling tha t 

Robeson County is home . 

One t hing that ha s changed is the pa rochi a lism that existed 

with r egard to t he settlement whe r e one g rew up . Gr adually th i s 

has s hi f ted to a more generalized attachment to a l arger 

sub- community -- Pembr oke, Prospec t, Sadd l e t r e e, and Fai r mont. 

There has been a number of f acto r s t hat have brought about this 

change . First, the central ization of the s c hools after 1940 

elimi nated many of the smal l er elemen t ary s c hool buildings, and 

brough t t ogether Lumbee children fr om a number of set tlements. 

This was aided by the establ i s hment of the t hree regi onal union 

schools and Pembro ke High school . second, with the increase in 

available land and funds to purchase it, Lumbees were able to 

l ove more easily. While there is still a tendency for 

ind . 1 e kin it is hardly a lViduals to live near their c os ' 
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necessity. Families moved as hous ing and J'obs 
were avai l able . 

third factor, one which contributed to the mobility mentioned 

above, was the expansion and improvement of the transportation 

net work within the county. Individuals can live in one area, 

attend church in another, and have their children in school in a 

A 

th i rd. Fourth, there were those people who left the community to 

improve their economic conditions, get an education, or to avoid 

some problem, and who, after a few years, returned. They brought 

back with them not only a range of skills and experiences, but 

also an increased sense of community. All of these factors 

militate against a narrow definition of community. While within 

the tribe the differences between the sub-communities are known 

and exploited, and the specific settlements are recalled, they 

are not as important as the general sense of community and tribe. 

To the outsider, and when the outsider is concerned, it is the 

Lumbee community that alone has meaning and importance. 

The factors of education, mobility, common needs and 

experiences, shared names, history, and ancestry, as well as the 

pervasive racism, provide the Lumbee community with a set of 

generally well accepted set of values. They do not, however, 

provide a generally accepted set of solutions, and it is in this 

that much of the political controversy lies. 

SUMMARY 

In summary, the Lumbee community consists of four 

sub-communities and as many as thirty settlement areas. There 

lt§, in addition, community members living in a number of cities 
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in North Carolina, as well as Wash ington , Baltimore, and De troit 

where they have gone to seek employment. Whether living in 

Robeson County or elsewhere, the Lumbees are linked together by 

shared values, and strong ties of kinship. While t he overt 

manifestations of racism have disappeared, there is still ample 

expression that serves to unite the Lumbees . Despite over one 

hundred and fifty years of racial prejudice, it is clear that the 

Lumbees have been continuously recognized as a community of 

Indians throughout the period by the surrounding white community 

and by themselves, and that they are the descendants of Indians 

who inhabited the area from at least the early part of the 

eighteenth century; they have been continuously viewed as an 

Indian community by the local, state, and federal governments, 

and have viewed themselves as an Indian community, separate and 

distinct from all other groups and communities in the area. 
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A STATEMENT OF FAC 
TS WHICH ESTABLISHES THAT THE 

PETITIONER HAS MAINTAINED TRIBAL 
POLITICAL INFLUENCE OR 

OTHER AUTHORITY OVER ITS MEMBERS 
AS AN AUTONOMOUS 

ENTITY THROUGHOUT HISTORY UNTIL 
THE PRESENT. 

As has been demonstrated in the H' t . 
1s or1ca1 Narrative and 

section 83.7 (b) of this petition the ancestors of the 

present-day Lumbees had established a 
community along Drowning 

creek before the middle of the eighteenth century . The area was 

known to have been inhabited by a number of Siouan-speaking 

communities, particularly the Cheraw (Herbert 1725). In 1737, a 

Cheraw chief by the name of Robert, and fourteen headmen of the 

tribe sold land along the Pee Dee River (BPRO June 15, 1739). 

This land extended into the area just south and west of the 

present Lumbee community. 

The existence of a separate community along Drowning Creek is 

confirmed in the report from Bladen County dated 1754. The 

author of the report states that there were fifty families 

holding their land in common who"··· shot a Surveyor for coming 

to view vacant lands being enclosed by great swamps" (NCSA 1754: 

TR. 1-16; saunders 1887: 161). some seventeen years later this 

community is identified as a "Cherraw settlement" (South carolina 

Gazette October 3, 1771). 

person compiled a list of 

Two years later, in 1773, some unknown 

individuals "Railously Assembled 

together." This list contains the names of twenty-one persons, 

The list also identified including five common Lumbee names. . 

three people as leaders (harborers 0 f the others) -- MaJor 

Revolutionary war 
l and Ester coursey. ear, Recher Groom, 
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records show t ha t , in addi t ion to 
the name Lock l ear, there were 

cummings, Hammonds, Jacobs, Bells , 
Hunts , and Brooks in the area 

(Dial and Eliades 1975: 35, fn J). 
Similarly , the 1790 and 1800 

censuses provide strong evidence of 
a stable community consisting 

of the ancestors of t he p 
r esent-day Lumbees. 

Give n the da ta s ummar ized above it l' s f a l· r 
to conclude tha t 

the Lumbee community along Drow . 
nlng Creek was established i n t he 

first half of the eigthee nth century, and 
rema ined in continuous 

operation and relative isolation for the 
rest of t he century. It 

i s ce rtai n t hat mos t , if not al l , of t he 
princ ipal family lines 

were pr esent i n the community by the beginning of the nine teenth 

century. From these data it is reasonable to asser t t hat the 

Lurnbee community along Dr owning Creek had a stable leadership 

based upon the heads o f the extended famili es . This patte rn of 

l eaders hi p most assuredly continued through the first ha lf of the 

nine t eenth century. 

Fr om the Civil Wa r on t he Lumbe e community had leader s who 

were abl e to ar ticulate i mportant triba l i ssue s and who could 

draw upon l arge cons tituenc i es f o r suppor t (See Chart 6). 

Foremost among these was Henr y Ber ry Low r ie, whose histo ry has 

been described in detail by William McKee Evans (1971). 

In order t o understand Lumbee leadership, several point s must 

be made. As noted above, political influence der ives f r om 

the nineteenth century t hese families 
extended families. During 

tended to . aking kinship live in specif1c areas, m 
and residency 

BY the last quarter of the century the 
generally complementary. 

. d religion were of paramount 
twin institutions of educat1on an 

and rovided the means for 
ilportance to the communitY P 
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individuals to express their leadership 

ntered in ce the neighborhoods, and both 
qualities. Both were 

tor expression on a offered the opportunities 
community wide basta. 

The developmen t 
of the churches and schools has been 

described in the "Historical Narrati " 
ve and Section 83.7 (b) of 

t hiS petition. The establishment of 
separate Lumbee churches 

Preceded the school movement; in f 
act , many religious leaders 

were the leaders in the movement to set 
up an independent school 

system. The churches were cont rol led by t heir 
congregations , 

whiCh were primarily dr awn fr om t he neighbor hood in which the 

Churches were loca t ed. The school s , h 
w en es t ablished , were built 

by funds raised from t he ne i ghborhood 
and operated by a school 

committee consist ing of three persons drawn f rom t he local 

settlement. Generally these were the heads of t he pr i ncipa l 

:amilies in t he area . These leaders appoint ed the teachers, 

ra1sed funds t o operate the schools, and dec i ded who was e ligi bl e 

to attend. 

When i ssues and concerns transcended the local settlement, as 

in the case of education in general, the organization and suppor t 

of t he normal school, and the tribe's official name, individuals 

were chosen to speak for the tribe. In some instances, 

individuals saw a need, campaigned for support within the 

community, and then took the case to the non-Lumbee power 

St From at least the 1880s on there were r uc t ure for resolution. 

indi vidual Lumbees who had close political ties with the white 

~liticians in the county which enabled them 

interests in exchange for political support. 

in blocs, and that their leaders were able to 
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TABLE 11 5 OF pETITIONER 
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to white poli~icians who supported th . 
e tr1be. In summary, 

leadership among the Lumbees derived f 
r om the l arge extended 

families, to whom members held and . 
contlnue to hold strong 

allegiances. It was centered in the neighborhoods, where the 
ready vehicles for its express 1· on were through the church and the 
educational system. Thus , leadership was decentralized and issue 
orient ed . Each family and settlement 

recognized its own leaders 
who would work in concert with others as issues dictated. As 

noted i n Section 83.7( b ) , the antebellum Lumbee community was 
organized around a number of interrelated core families, 

genera lly headed by an e lder male. The isolation of the area, 

together with the legislation following the 1835 constitutional 

change s , has resulted in a severely limited record from which to 

describe the political structure of the Lumbee tribe during this 

pe riod. 

The natu re of that political structure becomes clearer from 

an ana lysis of two pe titions: the 1887 petition to t he North 

Ca rol i na leg i s lature r e que sting t he establishment of a no rmal 

school, and the 1888 pe t i tion to t he United Sta tes Cong ress 

ask i ng f o r ass i s t ance i n i mprov ing the Lumbee tribe' s educat ional 

sys t em. These petitions wer e s i gned by nine ty- one t r i ba l members 

representing e very Lumbee family name . The names of t he signers 

appear on Table 11. 

Before discussing the pol i t ica l s t r uct ure of the pos tbe llum 

Lumbee community it i s necessary to speak to t he natu r e of the 

data. The analysis that follows is based upon information 

Provided by t he Enrollment Office of LRDA . It is t he product of 

Years of research conducted by the staff . The data were drawn 
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from in terviews with knowledgeable members of t he Lumbee 

community, from census, court and other government documents, and 

from wills, bibles, correspondence and the like. Despite these 

painstaking efforts, gaps in the data exist. The information that 

iS presented in the following charts is the best that is 

available; where questions existed the information was not 

included. Thus, although there are ninety-one petitioners, some 

were not included because the staff was not certain as to their 

genealogical relationships, or because there was a possiblity of 

confusion with another pe r son of the same or similar name . With 

these caveats in mind, it is possible to describe with some 

certainty the political stru~ure following the Civil war . It is 

reasonable to assume that the system described operated in the 

community for at least the nineteenth century and probably the 

second half of the eighteenth century. 

The efforts to establish an independent school system was 

community-based and community wide. It involved family heads f rom 

a numbe r of t he Lumbe e settlements a lthough the ma jority of the 

signers of t he 1887 and 188 8 petitions came from the Pr ospect 

s et tl emen t . As the dat a on t he 1850 commun i t y shows , t his was 

the pr i ncipal area of Lumbee settl ement, s o it not surpr i sing 

tha t i t included the largest number o f pet i t i oners. 

Many of the petitioners ca n be clustered i nto a few 

i ntergenerational famil y units. The f amily clusters on which 

there is sufficient data are desc r ibed below. The individuals 

marked with astericks signed either or both of t he petitions . 

Also given is their year of birth and place of residency . 
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Chart 7. The Preston Locklear Family 

--Patrick * 
1874 Prospect (Long swamp) 

Preston * 
1839 Prospect a---------...ol 
Emmaline Lowry 
1840s 

Nelson * 
1855 Prospect 

--Governor Worth * 
1868 Prospect 

Chart 8. Isham Locklear Family 

Margaret 
= 

---Angus 
1828 

Isham * 
1805 Prospect -- Phe~y--------Isham * 

= 
Nancy 

------; Jackson Locklear 1855 Prospect 

---- Hector * 
1850 Prospect 

=--------Nancy 
Roan Jacobs 

~- Malachai * 
Prospect . _____ _, 

serena Bullard 
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chart 9. J ohn Archer Locklear Fami ly 

John A. • 
1837 Prospect 

a------------------~ Margaret 

Mary McArthur 
=--- ---------1 

Susan Woods 
• 

Angus * 
1865 Prospect 

John Daniel • 
1866 Prospect 

Solomon * 
1862 Prospect 

Lillie Locklear 
• 

John * 
1852 Prospect 

Serena James * 
1818 = ---------crolly * 

Malachai 
Locklear * 

Margaret 
1862 

John Barris * 
1859 
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Chart 10. James Oxendine, sr. Fam i ly 

James Sr. 
• 

Elizabeth 

Delilah Lowerie 
• 

James Jr. * 1822 New Hope 

John J. * 
1826 New Hope 

• 
Mary Jane Dial 

Jesse 
1816 

Molly 
Locklear 

• 
Jordan * 
1860 
New Bope 

Olline * 
1854 
New Bope 

Asbury * 
1863 
zackarias * 
1855 
New Bope 

• -----------------Alva * 
Catherine 

Hugh * 
1831 

Lowry 

Union Chapel 

1847 
Union 
Chapel 

Winnifred 
Locklear 

• ------------Mary c. 
Eliza Chavis 

W.L.Moore * 
Prospect 



These charts show conclusively th . 
e tnter - relationships 

between families, residency and leadership. 
These are patterns 

that were constant over t he course f 
o the next one hundred years. 

There complexity is illustrated b 
Y Chart 11, which shows how 

those signers of the petitl'on abo t h 
u w om there is reliable data 

were related to each other. It should be borne in mind that this 

is not a genea logical charting of every kin relationsh ip , it 

shows only t hose where there is a signer . Yet , even with this 

limita tion the char t shows that every Lurnbee family was r e lated 

by marr iage to every other Lumbee family de picted . 

The chart also shows that a large number of signer s ca rne from 

Prospect - - t he ma i n Lumbee settlement at t ha t time. However , 

the r e was a signi ficant number represent i ng other se ttlements. 

These include New Hope , Burnt Swamp, Union Chapel, and Har per' s 

Fer ry . These settlements were tied to each other and to Prospect 

by marriages. 

As the chart shows, while members of each fam i ly married out 

of the i r settlement, the bulk of the family members remained in 

their parents settlement. The most common pattern among signers 

was for a father and several of his sons and his sons-in-law t o 

sign the petitions. The elder men in each family were the 

settlement leaders; collectively they represented the tribe. The 

large number of signers argues persuasively that these were 

actions that reflected a broad tribal consensus representing the 

concerns of the membership. 

The voter registration lists for the early 1900s provide 

further evidence of the authority of heads of families to 

influence political activities. The voter registration data from 
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!902 through 1904 show a pattern of 
large number s of people with 

the same surname registering a t t h e same time. For example , i n 
1902 thirty-two individuals wi t h the last name Oxendine 

registered on October 10 (Voter Reg istration Cor Burnt Swamp 

1902) . On October 13 • 1902, thirteen Lockleare and thirteen 

oxendines registered (Ibid.). I n 1904 thirty-seven Locklears 
were recorded on the s ame day, October 1 0 ( Ibid . 1904). It is 

highlY unlikely that t h i s pat t e rn of r egistration could have 

occurred without t he int ervention of f amily leaders. When read in 

the context of t he political climate · 1n Robeson county around the 

turn of the cent ury and t he growing r ole of Lumbees in the local 

political process , t his emphasis on reg is tration must be viewed 

as a triba l activity designed to fur t her the political aims of 

the Lumbees. 

The sta t e l aw establishing the normal school t hat resulted 

from the petitioning effort names four Lumbee l eaders who, with 

others to be chosen by them, were to form a board of trustees of 

the norma l school. They were W.L. Moore, James Oxendine, James 

Dial , and Preston Locklear (NC Public Laws, 1887 Ch. 400: 

699-701). Pursuant to statutory authority, these four 

indi v i duals chose three others: J.J. Oxendine, Isaac Brayboy, and 

Ollin Oxendine (Dial and Eliades 1975 : 91) . These individuals 

he l d mee tings des i gned to convince the Lumbee communi t y that t he 

normal school was not a trick played by the white ma jority, and 

to galvanize community support. Led by W.L . Moore, they raised 

the necessary funds to buy the land, and to build and equi p the 

first school. Moore was at the time pastor of the United 

Methodist Church of Prospect, a position he held from 1876 to 
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1920. I n 1888 , a second pe tit i on was s ent 
, t his t i me t o the u.s. 

congress , as king fo r assist · 
ance ln maintaining the tribe •s school 

system. It contained the names of · d ' 
ln lViduals from many of t he 

same families that had pe t i tioned 
the previous year, and al though 

W. L. Moore did not sign this pe tition , it is clear tha t he was 

involved and in suppor t of the effort {U . S. senate 1915: 38_39 ). 

For t he Lumbee t he expa nsion and improvement of t heir 

educat iona l system was t he most i mportant concern the y faced i n 

the ea rly t wentie t h centur y. Th i s i nvolved a determination of t he 

tri be ' s na me , s ince bot h the Lumbees and t he white polit ica l 

structure sought a means of providing educational opportunities 

that were restricted to tribal members only . This had been 

accomplished in some degree by t he establishment of an Indian 

school system by t he sta t e. The appeal for federal assistance 

went to the heart of the problem since the only way the na tional 

gove rnment could pr ovide such services was through funds for 

I ndi an education. 

The effort to gain f ede ral assistance was l ed by D. F. Lowry, 

and involved e xt ensive lobbyi ng and mass mee ti ngs t o i nform t he 

Lumbee tr i bal members. I n thes e effo r ts Lowry was assisted by 

leaders fr om various set t lements i n t he commun ity i ncluding W. F. 

Sampson, A.N. Loc klear, w. R. Oxendine, E. Sampson, J. J . Bell, 

J ames A. Lock l ear, c.B. sampson, S. A. Hammond, Irwin Hammond, 

Steven Hun t , J.O . Brooks, Henderson Lowry , J .W. McGirt, and C.F . 

Lowry (see HN : 54 ). In 1913 o.F. Lowry headed a committee 

consisting of some of the most promi nent tribal leaders, 

including A.B. Locklear, Preston Locklear, A. N. Locklear, James 

A. Locklear, w.R . Locklear and B.F. Loud, who went to washington 
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t o lobbY fo r a ssis tance. (U . S. House of Representat ives , Febr uar y 

14 , 1913) . A year late r anoth d 1 . er e egatlon cons i sting of W.R. 

Locklear , W. M. Lowry and A. Chav i s r et d . urne to Washlngton t o 

continue t he lobbying e ffo r ts for educational a i d and t he 

acceptance of the name "Cherokee Indians of Robes on county" 

(Robesonian April 30, 1914: 1). That the leade r ship had t he 

ability to mass suppor t for their position is il l ustrated by a 

meeting called by Stephen A. Hammond, J.A . Hunt, Stephen Bunt , 

Avene r Chavis and Troy CumminGs , ac t ing as a commi ttee on 

Invita tion in 1914 (Ibid. July 30, 1914: 5). In prepa r ing f or a 

visit by Special India n Agent O.M. McPherson, the committee 

called for a mass mee ting on August 11 at which there we r e some 

3,000 Lumbees in attendance (Ibid . August 13, 1914 ) . A r eport 

that appeared in the Robe sonian, makes clear that the t r i be was 

well organize d on t he issue , that each section was represented by 

l eade rs, and that the entire organization was chaired by J . A. 

Locklear , with Jame s cummings serving as s ec r eta ry (Ibid . Augus t 

17, 191 4). 

On t he loca l level, leader s fr equent l y ca l l ed meet ings, or 

sponsored picn ics to ra i se funds . Examples of t his include a 

picni c sponso red by J .E . Dia l i n 1907 ( Ibid . J uly 29, 1907 : 6; 

August 5, 1907: 5) , a n educational ral ly called by A.A. Locklear 

i n 1910 (Ibid. october 6, 1910: 1) , and the regular meet i ngs of 

the teacher's association founded by D.F. Lowry, P.M . Locklear, 

and Edmund Lowrey (Ibid. December 16 , 1907 : 3). 

While Lumbee l eaders demonstrated their ability to bring out 

large numbers of people for meetings r elated to education and 

i 1 as Successful where more mundane 
ent ty, they were equal Y 
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political mat ter s were involved . 

section 83.7 (b), there was 
As has been d escribed in 

a regular cycle of . Plcnics and rallies 
during the year, and these f 

a forded the Lumbee leadership the 
opportunity to mainta in political t ' 

l es with influential whites . 
candidates for office we re invit d t . 

e o g1ve speeches, and 
aft er wards joined the Lumbee leaders who 

organized the picni c for 
dinne r. Names that appear in the record . 1 1nc ude D.F. Lowry , 
Calvin F. Lowry , B. P. Lowry, W.N. Baker , P.B. Lowry, and Jim Dial 
(see pages 115- 116 ) . Th i s was a common practice among t he 

tumbees , one tha t has c ont i nued to the present . 

Fol l owing Wor l d Wa r I the Lumbee leaders renewed their 

efforts to i mprove the funding of their schools and to assure 

tribal cont rol. In 1913 a state attorney general ' s opinion had 

held t ha t t he county boa rd of education had the final say as to 

who was e ligible to atte nd the Indian schools in Robeson county. 

Thi s presented a threat to the t ribe's a utonomy i n education , and 

the leade rs pressed t he legislatu re for a change , whi ch was 

accompli s hed in 1919. I n that year t he Gene r a l Assembly passed 

l egislation establishing a committee consisting of fi ve Lumbee 

leaders - - Ralph Lowry, James B. Oxend i ne, J . E. Woode l l, W.M. 

Wilkins, and cal vin Locklear -- who would r ule on any challenge 

to the decisions of the local school commi ttees (N. C. Public 

Laws, 1919 Chapter 211: 416). 

In 19 21 A.B. Locklear renewed the ef f ort t o get f ederal aid 

and the tribe's name recognized by the u.s. Congress. Locklear 

not able to get the 
continued his efforts through 1924, but was 

63 64) However, the issue 
ired legislation passed (see pages - • 

1932 , this time by a group calling itself the 
raisfd again in 
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"Sout heaste r n Cherokee Indians of N 
orth Carolina ." The pres i dent 

of the group was B. G. Graham, vice 
President A. B. Lock lear , 

secre t ary-treas urer F.L. Locklear , 
and cor r esponding secret ary 

C.B. Brayboy (J SBC March 29 193 
' 2 Petit i on t o Senator Josiah w. 

Bai ley). As des cribed in the Histor ica l 
Na r rat i ve , this petition 

resu l ted in a major effort to get a b
1
· 11 t hrough Congress , and as 

a result of that effort a significant sp11· t over the tribe' s name 
developed . Two groups of leaders emerged, one favoring the use 

of "Siouan" as a name , and the other supporting the continued use 

of "Cherokee" (HN : 64- 85 ). 

The "Siouan" group was led by Joseph Br ooks (a Lumbee who had 

spent a part of the 1920s working in De t roit) B. G. Graham , and 

James Chavis . They adopted the Siouan name and formed a triba l 

organization comple te with a council tha t represented eighteen 

distr i cts within Robeson County. Each distr i ct had a councilman 

represen ting from six to ninety families ( HN: 83) . Opposi ng this 

group was D. F. Lowery and Clifton Oxendine, who argued for the 

conti nua tion of the Cherokee name . 

Both l eade rships l aunched aggressive campaigns to per s uade 

Congress and the ir const i t uenci e s of t he cor rectness of t heir 

posit i ons . Both he l d mee t ings a tt ended by hundreds, at times 

t housands, of Lumbees, bu t in the end the Lowe ry- Oxend i ne gr oup 

won ou t and t he bill was ki lled. It was , howeve r , a pyrrhic 

vict or y , beca use in defea ti ng t he bil l , t he Lowery- oxendi ne gr oup 

also preven t ed the adopt ion of the name the y pre f erred and had 

worked fo r thirty years to see accepted . 

Al t hough the Siouan name did not receive congressional 

endorsement, the siouan Lodge continued to press for recognition 
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and economic assistance. Bro k 0 s sought t o have the members of 
the tribe acknowledged under the prov is ions of the Wheeler-Howard 

Act (Indian Reorganization Act). He pressed to have land set 

aside for the Lumbee Indians as part of a land 
resettlement plan. 

From 1932 through the early 1940s, J oe Brooks, along with B.G. 
Graham and James Chavis, were not only recognized as leaders by a 

sizeable portion of the Lurnbee tribe, but also by federal 

officials such as John Collier (HN: 65-89). By the same token, 

D.F. Lowry continued as the leader of the tribal segment opposed 

to the Siouan Lodge movement. He had wide support within the 

community, as well as support from the white political leadership 

of the county, which in turn influenced the local congressmen and 

senators. while in part the dispute between the two related to 

the name and its implications for the educational autonomy of the 

tribe, there was also a difference between the two over the role 

of the national government in tribal affairs. While Joe Brooks 

and his followers sought the active involvement of the national 

governmment to alleviate the worst of the poverty that burdened 

many of the Lumbee families, Lowery looked more to the tradition 

of self-help through education. 

Following world war II, D.F. Lowry renewed his efforts to get 

some federal recognition of the tribe's name. In 1948 he 

organ i zed a group called the Lumbee Brotherhood to deal with the 

social and economic issues facing the tribe. One of these was 

the question of the tribe's official name. Although there was 

opposition Lowry and his supporters were able to get the 

necessary legislation passed by the North carolina General 

Assembly in 1953, and by the united states Congress in 1956. The 
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tribe ' s name was changed to Lumbee (HN: 92-96). 
This was perhaps 

the crowning achievement in 
Reverend Lowry's long tenure as a 

tribal leader. He was born in 1881, the son of Calvin Lowry, an 
older brother of Henry Berry Lowry. During his life he was a 
teacher for twenty years , being 

the f i rs t graduate of the Indian 
Normal School, a mailman for thirty years, and a Methodist 
minister from 1913 on. He died in 1977 at the age of 96. For 

more than fifty years he was an acknowledged tribal leader. 

From the foregoing descriptions l't l's easy to extrapolate 

certain generalizations concerning Lumbee leader ship at the 

tribal level. Successful leaders were t hose persons who could 

articulate a point of view and convince others of the wisdom and 

efficacy of their position. The success of a leader depended in 

large measure upon the size of the following he or she could 

generate; that often depended upon the perception the tribal 

members had of the leader; his or her honesty, integrity, and 

sense of public commitment. It depended also on the individual's 

ability to get things done, and often that meant the degree to 

which the individual had contacts with the county and state 

non-Indian political leaders. Leadership was not 

institutionalized in the sense that individuals held elective 

office with prescribed powers. Events often shaped the course of 

leadership and it was common for individuals to assume leadership 

roles to meet particular exigencies; following an emergency the 

individuals involved often returned to their normal activities. 

This is not to say that they did not continue to be looked upon 

h repect of others for their efforts. 
as leaders and to garner t e 

it' in desc ribing a group of individuals 
As several people put 
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who t ook t he lead in t he Old Ma i n and Double voting issues , 

"They ' ve pa i d t heir dues. They're still leaders we can depend on 

if someth i ng comes up" (Campisi 1985 1987 , fieldnotes). 

Leader s a r e persons who express t he sentiments of some 

segment of t he tribe. On some issues t he tribe has no sing l e 

point of view, res ulting i n spokesmen expressing strongly 

di vergent opinions. Thi s was ce rtainly tr ue of the cont r over sy 

over t he t r i be's name in the 1930's. However , t here is a 

tendency for the tribe to act i n unison when the threat is 

perceived to come from the outside. Perhaps t he best exampl e i s 

the Ku Klux Klan r a l l y in Max ton in 1958. 

There was a resurgence of Kl an activity i n the southern 

sta t es in the 1950s , part icular ly in the southeastern pa rt of 

North Carolina and t he adjoining sections of sout h carolina . In 

1951 and 1952 there were thir t een inc i dences of flogging in 

ne i ghboring Columbus County that resulted i n t he prosecution of 

sixty- t hree Kl ans men (Ra l eigh News and Obser ver Apri l 2, 1952; 

Robesonian July 24, 1952). These prosecutions and others 

wea ke ned t he Klan for a few years, but by 1957 t hey were agai n 

holdi ng cross-burning rallies in North Carolina. On J anuar y 13, 

1958, the Klan burned crosses in front of two homes i n Robeson 

County, both occupied by Lumbees . One was within the c ity limits 

of Lumber t on, in an all-white neighborhood, and t he other, 

l oca t ed outs i de Parkton, was occupied by a Lumbee woman who was 

dat i ng a white man. The Klan made clear that the burni ngs were 

warnings t o the Lumbees against racial mixing (Ralei gh News and 

Observer January 15, 1958). The Klan then announced i t s plans to 

bold a rally at Hayes' Pond near Maxton for Saturday ni ght, 
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January 18th (Robesonian January 17, 1958). 

Indi an outrage was immediate and universal . They were joined 

by t he Maxton Town Board , which condemned the planned rally and 

urged citizens to stay away (Ibid.). The Robesonian speculated 

tha t "t he K.K. K. has bitten off a bigger hunk than it can chew, " 

and suggested that the Klan "get plenty of police protection if 

it decides to burn a fiery cross in Pembroke" (Ibid.; Raleigh 

News and Observer January 17 , 1958). Two days before the rally 

Robeson County Sheriff Ma lcolm McLeod visited the Klan leader 

James Cole and told him no members of h is depar t ment would be 

present at the ra l l y (Ra l eigh News and Observer J anuar y 17 , 1958; 

Charlotte Observer J anuar y 17 , 1958 ) ; on t he day befo r e the 

rally , the Maxton Town Board passed a r esolution condemning the 

rally (Raleigh News and Observer January 18, 1958). 

Be t ween t hirty-five and fifty Klansmen gathered around 7 

P.M. ; Sher i ff McLeod arrived shortly thereafter with a small 

contingent and urged Cole to call off the rally. In the meantime 

severa l hundred Lumbees arrived and surrounded the armed 

Klansmen. Suddenly, the Lumbees started shouting and pushing 

fo rward, there was some gun fire and the single light was broken . 

The Kl ansmen fled in panic , Cole so hastily that he left his 

f amily in the car. In short order the tribal members had routed 

t he Kl an t aking their flags and robes. Shortly thereaf ter, the 

state pol i ce arrived and began directing traffic so that the 

Klansmen could leave (Raleigh News and Observer January 19, 

1958). 

One of the Lumbee men who achieved some degree of prominence 

described his role to a Raleigh news paper. 
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"I t?ld the boys to take it easy " remarked [Simeon] 
oxend1ne. "Slap 'em around a litfle, if you have to, I 
told them, but don't hurt 'em " 
The Indians had become incen~ed at the Klan because of 

two cross-burni~gs in the county early last week. When 
the.much-adver~lsed KKK rally gathered last night, the 
I~d1an~ moved,ln concert to break it up . 

N?, 1t was~ t planned," Oxendine said of the Indians' 
act1on. It JUSt happened that way" (Raleigh News and 
Observer January 20, 1958). 

Oxendine descr i bed his role in the following terms. "Some of 'em 

(Lumbees] want ed to kinda designate me as a leader." I just 

said, 'let's go fellers.' we j ust walked on off and started 

taking their meeting apart. That's all they wus to it' 

(Gr eensboro Daily News January 17, 1971: 27). 

In this incident the Lumbees acted spontaneously. There was 

support for the Lumbees ' action among the public officials in the 

county. The event demonstrated the willingness of the Lumbees to 

take direct action when called for; they did not seek court 

injunctions or the like. The swiftness and certitude with which 

they reacted to the Klan was a vivid reminder that the tribal 

members would tolerate no threat from outsiders. 

Before proceeding with a review of the other events that took 

place in the 1960s and 1970s, which have been described in the 

Historical Narrative (HN: 101-116), it is appropriate to discuss 

the development of the Lumbee Regional Development Association, 

Inc. since, in many respects, it represents a different approach 

by the Lumbee tribe to the resolution of its social, economic, 

and political problems. 

83.7(c) PAGE 207 



LUMBEE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION, INC. 

In 1968 a small group of Lumbees met with Ge rald Sider, who 

at the time was a part-time consultant with the Mobility Project 

of the North Carolina Fund and the North carolina Manpower 

Development Corporation , to discuss ways by which the members of 

the Lumbee tribe could benefit from the various poverty programs 

then available. The members of the group held the conviction 

that although the Lumbees represented a third or more of the 

population of the county, they were not receiving their fair 

share of the avai lable services and resources. Out of these 

informal meet ings and conversations came the plan for the 

Regional Deve lopment Associates, Inc., an organization for 

Lumbees. 

Regioial Development Associates , Inc. was incorporated by the 

state of North carolina early in 1968 to serve the rural 

population of Robeson county. Article II of the charter reads as 

follows: 

egional Development Associates, Inc., is a non-profit 
, rporation for the purpose of analyzing and developing 
elutions to the health, education, general and economic 
!fare problems of rural and urban poor people. 

ction 1. This Corporation will operate primarily in, 
t will not be limited to, North Carolina . 

ction 2. The Corporation will 1) provide technical 
ssistance and professional staff services to private 
nd public agencies, national, state and or local, 
eking solutions to poverty problems: 2) will do 

esearch on poverty problems, including but not limited 
problem identification, experimental and 
nstration projects, and project feasibility and 

llow-up studies: 3) and the Corporation will itself 
rtake demonstration and ongoing projects to serve 
health, education, general and economic welfare 

eds of the rural and urban poor. These projects will 
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be undertak en either by the Corporation itself or with 
the .corporation as sub-contractor or contractor in 
con?unction with other agencies , private or public , 
nat1onal, State, or local (LRDA January 31, 1968). 

Although it is nowhere mentioned in the corpo ration 's charter 

it is clear both from interviews with the original incorporators 

and the subsequent actions of the organization that RDA was a 

Lumbee Indian organization. One of the founders of the 

corporation explained that the intent was to help the Lumbees, 

particularly those living in the rural areas, but there was a 

fear that to say so in the corporate articles might cause them to 

be denied funding. In 1974, A. Bruce Jones, responding to 

questions at a board meeting, expla ined that the original idea 

for the organization grew out of meetings with Horace Locklear, 

Gerald Sider , and Rod Locklear, who were looking into the 

conditions and needs of the Lumbee Indians. After preliminary 

meetings Horace Locklear drew up a charter, after which a number 

of Lumbee community leaders were invited to a meeting at the Old 

Foundry Restau r ant in Lumberton where the charter was read and 

discussed, and given tacit approval (Ibid. February 24, 1974). 

As soon as the charter was completed the four directors chose A. 

Bruce Jones to serve as president. 

During its early years the new organization faced three 

significant problems: developing a community based organization, 

establishing and funding programs to meet the Lumbee community's 

needs, and enhancing the identity and acceptance of Lumbees. 

DEVELOPING A COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATION 
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The first task faced by the newly chartered corporation was 

to organize an infrastructure that reflected its goals of 

improving the conditions of t he tribal members within Robeson and 

adjoining counties. The corporate charter provided for a board 

of directors of not less than four members: however, this offered 

little guidance for developing a community-based organization. To 

remedy this, the Board of Directors took t wo steps; it e xpanded 

its size to nine members, and it appointed a steering committee 

of fifteen representing every sector of the Lumbee community. 

Mr. [A. Bruce] Jones appointed Rev. Simeon cummi ngs as 
Chairman of the Steering committee for RDA and asked 
that he appoint a body of ten (sic) representatives. 
The following persons were selected to serve as members 
of the Steering Committee: 

1. Mr. J.W. Thomas (Saddletree) 
2. Mr. Dennis Maynor (Rex Rennert) 
3. Mr. Welton Locklear (Ashpole) 
4. Mr. Harold Deese (Maxton) 
5. Mr. Edward Sampson (Lumberton) 
6. Mr. Noah Woods (Wakulla) 
7. Mr. Milton Hall (Parkton) 
8. Mr. Howard Oxendine (Back swamp) 
9. Mr. wade Jacobs (Alfordsville) 

10. Mrs. Vera Lowry (Rowland) ) 
11 . Mr. carmel Locklear (Prospect ) 
12 . Mr. Lance Hardin (Smyra Atle~tow~h l) 
13. Mr. John Albert Locklea(r Un~on) ape 
14. Mr . James B. Locklear Mt. A1ry 
15. Mr . w.J. Strickland (Pembroke) 
(Ibid. November 7, 1969). 

over the course of the next few months the Steering Committee 

very active holding meetings in their communities. 

the formation of the steering committee, 

N~u•u~rs reported their preliminary findings, which had emerged 

four sub-committees, each with a chairperson: 

Mrs. Shirley Lowry - Education committee 
Mr. Howard sampson -0Weealpf~~y·m~~~~~!:~ttee Mr. Ronald Revels - n 
Mrs. Ruth Roberts - Public Relations 
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(Ibid . November 28, 1969). 

In addition, Chairman Cummings appointed a Housing Committee " 

to study housing programs and make recommendations to the 

membership of RDA for housing projects." This committee consisted 

of Carlton Oxendine, chairman, H d owar Oxendine , Early Maynor, 

Royce Locklear, Curt Locklear, and Grover Oxendine. 

RDA continued its efforts to expand its role in the Lumbee 

community and to involve larger segments of that community. It 

appointed individuals from the various settlements to serve on 

committees, urged individuals to join RDA, and held general 

membership meetings on a regular basis. Upon the recommendation 

of Dr. Ray Tanner, u.s. Department of Commerce (Ibid. October 18, 

1970), the group's name was changed to Lumbee Regional 

Development Association, Inc. At the same time, Article II of 

the corporate charter was amended to reflect the group's specific 

objective of serving the Lumbee Indians. The revised article 

read, in part, " ... and the corporation will itself undertake 

demonstration and on going projects to serve the health, 

education, general and economic welfare needs of the Lumbee 

Indians, in particular, and rural and urban poor in general" 

(Ibid. December 28, 1970). To broaden its leadership base and to 

meet the needs of an expanding organization, the Board of 

Directors increased its membership to nine in 1971. Rod Locklear 

replaced A. Bruce Jones as the board's chairman. Gerry Sider had 

left the board shortly after its establishment and had been 

replaced by Ruth Dial woods, making the board wholely Lumbee in 

Sl.der was the only non-Lumbee to serve on the its membership. 
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The transition from RDA to LRDA brought about not only an 

expansion of positions within the organization , but also a new 
organization of these posit 1'ons. In March , 1971 , the Board of 
Directors approved the followi ng officers: 

Pre~ident- W. J. Strickland 
Cha1rman - A. Bruce Jones 
Secretary - Ruth Roberts 
Treasurer - James H. woods 
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer - John R. Jones. 

All officers of t he corporation we re requ ired to be members of 

the Board of Directors ( Ibid . March 24, 1971). 

Under LRDA ' s plan of organization the Board of Directors was 

advised by the Advisory Council headed by w. J. strickland. There 

was an executive director under the authority of the Board; unde r 

him a deputy director. The executive director received guidance 

from the Educational Advisory Committee. The remainder of the 

operation was divided into two categories: projects, and 

administ ration and planning, all under the control of the 

execut ive director. Although there were subsequent modifications 

to this plan of organization, they contained the central 

organizational principle of LRDA; a board of directors assisted 

by a broad range of community voluntee r s oriented to resolving a 

host of community defined concerns. 

In 1975, LRDA's charter was changed to permit the election of 

the Board of Directors by members of the Lumbee tribe. Under the 

new charter there are seventeen members on the board; fourteen 

are elected by districts (Map 26; Table 12), and three are 

elected by the board to represent the Lumbee populations in Hoke 

County, Raleigh, North carolina, and Baltimore, Maryland. The 
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terms of all board members are for th ree years and they are 

elected on a staggered schedule, 5-S-4. Each electoral dist rict 

haS a minimum population of 2,000 Lumbee Indians . Since its 

inception LRDA has had four executive directors: Tommy Dial, 

oscar Blanks , Kenneth Maynor, and James Hardin . As can be seen 

by Chart 12, the continuity of tribal political influence has 

continued in that all but two of the current Board members are 

lineal descendants of the 1887 and 1889 croatan petitioners. 

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND FUNDING 

RDA received its first grant from the Ford Foundation through 

the National Congress of American Indians to carry out a literacy 

proj ect among triba l members. The grant, a modest $4,300 , was 

for a term of one year. Within a year RDA had established, 

through its directors and steering committee , adult classes in a 

number of settlements including Union Chapel , Oxendine, and 

Sadd letree. They were staffed by Lumbee teachers on a voluntary 

basis. To bet ter coordinate the e fforts at adult education, the 

board of directors established a separate program called the 

Lumbee Outreach Project with Vera M. Lowry as chairperson. A 

second project, called the Lumbee Talent Search Project, was 

initiated" •.• to identify potential drop-outs in junior high 

levels and to assist in i dentifying exceptionally talented 

students in the senior high levels for assistance in scholarships 

and loan programs for Indian students" (Ibid. April 3, 1970). RDA 

and its successor LRDA sought and received funding for a wide 

range of social and economic activities, including senior 
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citizen , health care , J·ob t · ra1ning, nutrition , and elementary and 
secondary school programs. A complete list of these is to be 
foun d in t he appendices t o h t is petition . 

In l 9Sl, Ken Maynor , the executive director of LRDA, appeared 

at a conference on '' Public Pol icy and Native Amer i cans i n Nor th 

carol ina : Issues for the sos. " A t that time he presented the 

fo l lowi ng s ummary of the role LRDA played in the contemporar y 

Lumbee t r i bal community. 

Lumbee Reg iona l Dev~lopment Associa tion , which I will 
ca ll LRDA for s ho r t, 1s a private, nonprofit corporation 
cha:tered by the state of North carolina to i mprove the 
soc~al, economic , educational and gene ral welfare of the 
estlmated . 40,?00 ~umbees in and around Robeson County . 
The o:gan1zat1on 1s headquartered in Pembroke, North 
Carol1na and has a seventeen member board of directors 
who represent the Indian communities in Robeson , Hoke, 
S?otland, and Bladen counties. By the way , these 
d1rectors are elected by the community. LRDA was formed 
i n 1968 by loca l Indi an people be cause of the critica l 
need fo r an Indian organization to s e rve the Indian 
peopl e, to be an advocate for t he i r nee ds and interests , 
and to provide s ervices and outr each to the Indian 
communiti es. Pre sently LRDA receives fede ral , state , 
and priva te funds to support twe lve community service 
projects designe d to meet the various needs of the 
Lumbee people. The total operating budget for the 
f i sca l yea r 1980- 81 is $4.2 million . 

LRDA ha s dir ected its e fforts toward t he area s of 
grea t est need among the Lumbee communities. Needs 
as ses sments conducted in the Indian commun ities i ndi cate 
that educa tional di sadvantages , lack of employment 
oppor t unit ies , and the r esul t ing low income are major 
problems causing a high i ncide nce of pove rty . Ma j or 
health probl ems, a l a ck of adequa t e hous ing, compounded 
wi th other problems lead to a high mor ~al ity rat e for 
Indians. The t h r us t of LRDA programs 1s to he lp 
a l leviate these probl ems . 

The tumbees are wi dely r ecogn ized for t he i r farm i ng 
s kills and have trad i tiona lly been heavi l y employed in 
agriculture- related jobs. The economy of the region 
has changed drama~icall~ in the past 10 y~ars from 
predominately agr1- bus1ness to low-wa~e.lndustry. 
Because of intense pressure and compet1t1on f r om large 
agri-business firms, the tumbees who were t enant 
farmers, sharecroppers, or worked.small family farms 
have been forced into employment 1n other areas where 
they have little or no training and skills. In 1976, 
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onl~ 20 pe r cent of 
agr1c ul tu re. In add~h~ Lum~ee~ were employed in 
adult at an extrem ~~on, 1ll 1teracy has put the Indian 
better educated wh:t ~sadvantage when competing with 
market. 1 es and youths for jobs in the job 

Discrimination and . 
also kept the India unfalr 7mployment practices have 
According to the No~t~o~ker ~n the l east desirable jobs. 
Civil Rights in its st darol1na .Advisory Committee on 
Robeson count · u Y of pr1 vate employment in 
are relegatedyt~n 1972 , . "the largest number of Indians 
classifications operatlves , laborers, and service 
in the blue-coli These repr;sent the lowest paying jobs 
a ll Indian e ar category . In 1970 , 33 percent of 
largest num~e~p;~ ~e~~ emp~oyed as operatives, with the 
earning below $2 00~ ~ans 1n . any one salary categor y 

Povert . ' pe r ?ap1ta annually. 
Y 1s a stark real~ty for Indians in Robeson 

C$ounty. In 1967, the median family income for whites was 
4 , 656; for Lumbees, it was $1,324 per capita. The 1970 

Cen~u~ data shows (sic) that 72 percent of all Indi an 
fam1l1 e s had annual incomes below $7 000 compared to 20 
~er?ent of the white families. The ~ens~s data 
1nd1cates (sic) that almost 50 percen t of the Indian 
population liv~d below the poverty level, compared to 19 
percent for wh1tes . In 1976, the med i an family income 
for Robe~on Count¥ was $8,200 annually, compared to 
$14,405 1n the Un1ted States. This makes the county one 
of the poorest in the nation with 35 percent of the 
total population living at or below the poverty leve l . 
For blacks and Indians, the number living at or below 
the poverty l evel is about 45 percent . The unequa l 
ea r ning power is especially ha rd for Lumbee famili es 
be cause of the large r number of dependents (Lumbees 
average 5.8 , bl acks 4 . 4, whit es 3. 5). 

Low educationa l atta inment, illiteracy , profound 
heal th probl ems , and l ack of adequat e housing are ma j or 
problems t hat lower t he economic sta tus of the Lumbees . 
Fr om th i s one can see that t he socioeconomic level of 
the Lumbees i s far below t ha t of the ave r age c i t izen of 
North carol ina . In order to address some of t hese 
problems, LRDA has been a ve ry active advoca t e and 
ca talys t f or improvement of t he soci a l and economic 
conditions in Ind i an communi t i es . I t s accompl ishments 
are a result of effective plann i ng, community 
part ic ipat i on, and aggressive pursu i t of su~p?r t for 
programs a nd activities. LRDA has been a VlSlbl e 
example of what I ndians can do to help themse~ves and 
their community through concent rated cooperat1ve 
efforts. LRDA has helped accompl i sh the following goals 
for Indian people: . . 
1) Improve services 1n educat 1on and decrease 

i lliteracy; 
2) expand job opportunit i es and promote bet ter 

employment; . 
3) expand economic opportunltY for Indian business; 
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4) improve deliver . 
rural Indian faY. 01 ~ soclal services to low-income 

5) pr ' d m1 1es· ov1 e adequate d 1 

pre-school lear . ay care services and enhance 
6) increase knowle~lng for Indian children; 

and history and ~~ . an~ awa:eness of Lumbee culture 
American studies blmu ate 1nterest in Native 

7 ) increase Ind· Y students and teachers· lan enrollment · 
1 

institutions and 1n post-secondary 
technical healthdevelop more professionals in 

8) stimulate' i ' and human service careers· 
public issu~~r:~~edt~nowledge and awareness ~f 

9 ) p r omote Ind' ~c lng Indians; . 1an un1ty• 
10 ) prov1de servic · ' services and es 1 ~ ~ousing , health , soc i al 

low-· ' ~utrltlon to meet the crisis needs of 
1ncome I nd1an people 

I n 1972 , LRDA rece iv d . . . of Economic opport .te lt~ fl:st grant from the Of fice 
se rvice Ad · . U~ l y, Whlch 1s today CSA (Communi t y 

. m1n1st r at1on ), to provide a variety of 
~?onorn7~ d~velop~ent services to the Indian communities . 
~nc~ l ~ 1ncept1on , LRDA has utilized aboout $26 

m1ll1on ln.federal and other funds to provide services 
to ~h~ Ind1an ?O~munities. The funds have been 
eff1c1ently ut1l1zed to provide services and assistance 
to over 15 , 000 people annually. 

I would like just briefly to go through some of the 
pr ogr ams LRDA has, and.I want to emphasize the programs 
that have had a large 1mpact on the community such as 
CETA , day- ?are , and business development. Th~ 
Comprehens1ve Employment and Training Act project (CETA) 
operated by LRDA from 1974 until the present has given a 
tremendous boost to the economy of the Indian 
communities. Last yea r the CETA project provided 
manpower employment and training services that enabled 
ove r 1, 000 Ind i an adul ts and youths who we re unemployed 
or underemployed t o ob t a in and retain employment. The 
CETA project encour ages youth to continue studies in 
school or training and t ec hnica l institute systems , and 
he lps adults move int o fu l l- time employmen t t hrough work 
expe r ience and on- t he- j ob t r a i ning . The cu r rent budget 
fo r t he CETA project is about $3 , 171 , 000 and the goa l 
fo r t his year i s to wor k with about 1,100 participant s. 

Since it began , the LRDA CETA project has ut il ized 
over $18 million in fede r a l funds to se rve a total of 
abou t 10 , 000 low- income I ndian peopl e of Robeson , Hoke, 
Scot l and, and Bladen c ounties . With LRDA ass i stance, 
many of t he se people ha ve r ece ived ~ ra ~ ning and imp~ oved 
their sk i lls to enter i nt o and r ema1n 1n permanent JObs. 
Their income levels have r isen s ign if i cantly and 
hopefully will continue t o r i se . Unfort~nately , in 
future years, we anticip~te t hat CETA w1ll b~ cut back 
severely. The increase 1n t he number of tra1ned, 
skilled, and efficient Indian wor ke:s has help~d the 
area to attract more and better pa¥1ng industr1es. 
While there has been a large drop 1n the number of 
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Indians empl . som d oyed 1n a · e egree by a lar grlculture, this has been offset to 
manufacturing t ge number of Indians employed in 
wholesale and' re~:~~p~~tation.and public utilities , 
estate, and all k' d ade , f1nance , insurance and real 

The General co ln ~ of service industries. 
tool utilized bym~~~lty Pr~gramming Project is the major 
development 1· n Ind' A to dlrectly stimulate economic · 1an comm · · n1ne components, tw ~n1t1es . Of the project 's 
economic growth 0 are.d~rectly related to the 
economic levels'ofr~du~tlVlty, and improvement of the 
and Bladen counties) eg lon N (Robeson , Scotland, Hoke, 

In 1971 the agency.b 
en trepreneurs with' .egan to assist Indian 
development analysf~ 1~s ~e7vice ar~a in counseling, 
packaging This ~ . ec nlcal ass1stance and loan 
continues ·to hel actlVlty ~as been successful and 
Thanks to a gran~ ~roduce lndependent Indian businesses. 
Americans the off'rom the Administration for Native 
of busine~s devel lce serves more clients i n many phases 

. opment. 
W1th help from the p . have been dev 1 d .r o~ram , 36 new Indlan businesses 

e ope Wlthln the target area in the past 
Y7ar. The t?tal amount of all business loans obtained 
Wlt~ ~he ass1stance of LRDA was $1,752,500. This 
act1v1ty ~as.enormo~sly impacted the economy of the 
area~ Th1s 1mpact.1s more significant when one 
con~1de:s and appl1es the "multiplier effect." Money 
com1ng 1nto the economy stimulates the local economy by 
a f~ctor of four to seven times. These numerous new 
bus1~esses definitely assist in better meeting the 
serv1ce needs of the Lumbee community and make the 
community more self-sufficient. This is economic 
deve lopment a t its best beca use it uses local resources 
as t he central focal point. 

The most rapidly expanding program at LRDA has been 
the agency's day-care program . This program began in 
September, 1977 with the first center located near 
Pembroke. Today. LRDA operates seven centers serving 
low-income communities in two counties all licensed by 
the state of North carolina to provide services to 315 
pre-school children. The goal of the day-care program 
is to help increase the economic status of families by 
providing full-time day-care services that relieve 
parents of children of child care responsibility and 
enable them to obtain employment. The centers serve 
children from infancy to age five who live in low-income 
communities where appropriate day-care services are not 
available . The centers provide an educational and 
developmental curriculum, a safe and healthy 
environment, and nutritious meals and snacks. To enroll 
their children in the centers, parents pay a weekly fee 
that is based on a sliding scale determined by family 
size and yearly income. About 80 percent of the 
families served have low incomes. 

sy providing day-care facilities, approximately 210 
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To continue t 
communi t ies t 0 upgrade the economy of the Lumbee 
and policie~: he LRDA sugges t s t he fo llowing programs 
1 ) To enforce " ff' . 

and romot' a ~rmat1ve action" in hiring, firing, 
the ~rea lons ~n large indus t ries and businesses of 

. , .espec1ally with a clear majority of 
2 ) non-m1nor1ty employees 

To continue to ' d · . t . . prov1 e spec1al employment and 
bralnlng programs for Indians until some parity has 
een re~ched in income levels. 

3
> ~0 cont1nue to provide special educational services 

d? enable Indians to overcome educational 
1sadva~tages that hinder their employment. 

4) To ?ont1nue to recruit better paying industries and 
bus1ness~s . into the area to enhance employment 
opportu~1t1es and reduce unemployment among Indians. 

5) To prov1de economic incentives to Indian businessmen 
to 7nable t~em to develop viable and competitive 
bus1nesses 1n Indian communities. 

6) To e~sure that Indian programs receive necessary 
fund1ng, a portion of the state block grant monies 
should be set aside for Indian tribes and 
organizations of the President's proposed block grant 
program is implemented. 

7) To ensure that the Lumbee communi ties continue to 
exercise self-determination, we s t rongly recommend 
that the u.s. government through the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs recognize the Lumbee tribe and promote 
self-government among the Lumbee. 

Although the statistics presented earlier clearly 
indicate that Indians of North Carolina continue to 
suffer from poor economic conditions, I have attempted 
to show that over the past decade LRDA has had a 
positive influence on the socio-economic level of the 
Lumbee people. However, it is important to stress th~t 
progress has just begun and must not stop here (Prestl 
1981: 70-73). 

One can get some idea of the success and impact of LRDA on 

the Lumbee community by looking at the programs operated by the 

organization. In 1985 LRDA had a total budget of $3,267,771 and 

directed nine programs. 

Administration for Native Americans 
Community services Block Grant 
Heads tart 
Job Training Partnership Project 
Talent Search 
Adult Education Project 
Indian Education Project 
Center for the Arts 
Energy 
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126,181. 
218,010. 

1,993,910. 
72,800. 

166,505. 
206,914. 
198,473. 
37,291. 



$3,267,771. 

ouring the period from 1971 through 1985 LRDA staffed and 

directed, on behalf of the Lumbee trl'be, · d 1 proJects in a u t 

education, Indian education, nutrition, Vista, summer youth 

recreation, arts and crafts, technical assistance, assistance to 

small businesses, Lumbee enrollment, and fedE~ral recognition. The 

total value of these projects was nearly $39 million (See 

Appendix __ 1 __ for a listing of the programs <>perated by LRDA 

since its inception). 

TRIBAL RECOGNITION 

The third area of concern, and the one that set LRDA apart 

from other agencies concerned with rural povE~rty, had to do with 

the corporation's efforts to act on behalf of the Lumbee Indians 

and to enhance the understanding of others concerning the tribe. 

The charter of RDA prohibited the corporation from becoming 

involved in partisan political activit ies (Article 4, Sect. 1-3), 

but this did not prevent the organization frcm supporting Lumbee 

candidates for public office. A policy statenent approved on 

April 3, 1970 makes clear the role to be played by the 

corporation: 

1. "RDA will serve a role to promot the hiring of 
Lumbees into available positions, h local and state, 
and will secure information regardi these positions as 
needed, however, it will not be the pol~cy of the 
organization to go on record as s ' rt1ng any one 
individual or one personality for a particular position. 
The only position which will be tak n ~n this reg~r~ 
will be support for Indian emplo t 1f such pos1t1ons 
or in writing as a group of recomme ded persons for 
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employment. " 
2. "Since RD · · . onl 01 .. A lS a b1part1san, non-political entity , the 

Y ~ ltlcal activity to be engaged in through the 
orga~lZation is to promote and encourage Indian 
candldates and that activity which is in the interest of 
the betterment of the Lumbees" (Ibid. April 3, 1970). 

Since its inception LRDA and its predecessor have responded 

to three principal concerns related to Lumbee tribal identity. 

They are: 1) activities that express the Lumbees' sense of 

iden tity; 2) the tribe's relations with other tribes and Indian 

organizations; and 3) t he tribe's relations with t he state and 

federal governments. 

1) Activities 

While during the early years of the organi zation the 

principal concerns addressed had to do with economic and social 

improvemen t of the Lumbee population, RDA from its inception was 

involved in the organization of the Lurnbee Homecoming, initially 

as a joint venture with the Pembroke Jaycees and other 

organizations. After 1971 LRDA took over sole responsibility for 

the planning and execution of the event, which has been describe 

under Criterion (b). In 1972 LRDA announced the first of a 

series of awards to be given to outstanding members of the tribe. 

The Henry Berry Lowery Award is given" ... to a person who has 

been instrumental in the cause of the Lumbee Indians" (Ibid. June 

26, 1971). Since its inception the following people have 

received these prestigious awards: 

Henry Berry Lowery Award 

1971 
1972 

Rev. D.r. Lowry 
Lew Barton 
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1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 

Rev . Lonn ie Jacobs 
Dr. M.L. Brooks 
Jim Chavis 
Adolph Dial 
Dr. English Jones 
L.H. Moore 
A. Bruce Jones 
Ruth Dial Woods 
Bruce Barton 
Clifton Oxendine 
Rev . Elias Rogers 
William Lonnie Revels 
Rev. Simeon cummings 
Dexter Brooks 

Distinguished Se r vi ce Award 

1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 

Bess ie Ransom 
Vera Lowery & Jani e H. Locklear 
J ohn Wi l l ie Oxendine 
Helen Sch i erbeck 
John R. Jones 
Rod Locklear 
Herman Dial 
Bobby Dean Lock l ear 
Elmer w. Hunt 
J.W. Hunt 
Rev . Julian Ransom and J ames Mitchel l 
Rev. Michael Cummi ngs 

Business Person of the Year Awar d 

1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 

Rev. ward Clark, Jr. 
Russell Oxendine 
Bradie Locklear 
Curt Locklear 
Lacy Collins 
Eugene Gene Locklear 
Jerry Cummings 
Rabon Lowery 
Rev. Jerry Lowery 
Herbie Oxendine 
Peggy Brewin~ton 
Hubert oxend1ne 
Hartley J. Oxendine 
James c. Maynor 
Bill James Deese 

Advancement of Education Award 

1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 

Dr. Dalton Brooks 
Dr. Gerald D. Maynor 
Dr. waltz Maynor 
James H. Hammonds 
Elmer T. Lowery, Sr. 
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1985 
1986 Earlie B. Maynor 

Janice Jacobs Hunt 
In addition , LRDA has 

sponsored a number of programs of a 
cultura l natu r e. Unt·l 1 r ecently, when fu ndi ng was wi t hdrawn by 

the f edera l gove r nment due to programmatic cut-backs , LRDA 

dir ected t he Lumbee Rive r Native American Center , whose ob j ect i ve 

was t o provide g ifted students experience and traini ng in the 

areas of mus i c , dance, visual a rts , drama, speech, and creative 

writing . The program en r oll ed approx i matel y 150 s t udents during 

t he regular s c hool year, and another 200 for i ts summer program. 

The c urriculum was bas ed on an Indi an course of study and t he 

t a l en ts of the students we re given exposure th rough performances 

at the loca l high schools, Pembroke State University and other 

publ i c functions. Ther e were recitals, performances of plays and 

dance, a nd art e xh ibits . 

2) Re lations With Other Tr ibes And Indian Organi zations 

As poi nted out , RDA rece ived i ts fi r st programmatic gr ant 

t hrough the National Congress of Amer ican I ndi ans (NCAI ) . In 

1972 LRDA sent a representative to t he NCAI a nnual convention in 

Fl orida ( Ibid. October 13, 1972 ) . However, by t he mid-1970s a 

split had developed be t ween t he Lumbee leadership and the NCAI 

over the role of the non-federal ly recognized tribes and LRDA 

took the lead in articulating the tribal position . Beginning in 

1974 the delegates to the annual NCAI convention passed two 

resolutions that were anti-Lumbee; one passed in Portland, 

Oregon, called for the replacement of Adolph Dial as a member of 
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the American Ind i a . 
n Polley Review 

11 d 
Commission, while the other 

ca e upon the Unit d e States t o cease fund1' ng · ' b nonrecogn1zed 
trl es. In January, 1976 the 

Executive Counc1· 1 of th e NCAI passed 
a resolution that included the 

following section: 
Resolved: That 11 of funds that a governmental agencies cease granting 
country to th are earmarked for the Indian tribes of our 
recognized (A~;:Colrg9a7n6 izations that are not federally 

: 1693). 
The Lumbee le d a ers of LRDA were quick to respond, sending off 

letters to the NCAI ' newspapers, and governmental officials 

condemming this attack. Bruce Barton pointed out: 

Whether the NCAI s 
those who would r ~~s sbo or not, the Lumbee Indian (and 
I d

. a er e known as "Tuscarora") is as 
n 1an as you can be A k . are? Check bl d. . s ?ur Wh1te Robesonians what we 

. o~r oo l1ne 1f you must. The blood 
quatum. (s1c) lS ther7. We have been politically and 
eco~om1?all~ and soc1ally deprived because of our status 
as Ind1an. ~e know we are "Indian." It will take more 
than a resolut1on from the NCAI to change the intent of 
our hearts (Barton February 6, 1976). 

Concerning the NCAI actions and attitudes the AIPRC report noted: 

..• the interrelationship between termination and 
non-recognition is something which has not caught the 
eye of Indian tribes throughout the nation. Instead, 
the policy of termination is viewed as old and benign, 
something which could not happen again. And, as for 
non-recognition, a polarization-effect has occurred; 
"Recognized" and "non-recognized" communities are 
entrenched in an open battle, and have been for the past 
several years. As such, the "recognized" communities 
have easily dominated the so-called battle. The 
"anti-Lumbee, anti-non-recognized" resolution of NCAI is 
not an exception to the prevailing rule of.t~e game, 
instead it only indicates the current "pol1t1cal" 
atmosphere felt in Indian Cou~try: There's no mor; ~o~m 
for terminated and non-recogn1zed sell-outs, the p1e 
is only so big ("pie" referring to appropriations) 
(AIPRC: 1693). 

The Lumbee tribe was the target of similar discrimination 

from the united southeastern Tribes (USET). In this instance 

OSBT submitted a proposal to the Department of Health Education 
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and Welfare in h ' W lCh l' t S 'f ' pec1 1cally exc l uded t he Lumbee tribe. 
BY 1980, these 0 rganizations had changed their views and the 
Lumbee tribe wa s accepted fully. 

The Lumbee tribe through LRDA also belonged to the Coalition of 
Eastern Native Americans (CENA) until its demise in 1976. CENA 

grew out of a conference h ld e in Washington in 1972, organized by 

two Lumbee leaders, Helen Schierbeck and W.J. Strickland. over 

200 delegates from recognized and non-recognized tribes, 

communities and groups east of th M' · · · e lSSlSs1pp1 River attended. 

Strickland was chosen to direct the new organization, which at 

its height, included sixty tribes and associations covering the 

area from Maine t o Louisiana, as members . h T e organization's 

decline was the result of a number of factors : the virilent 

feelings against non-federally recognized tribes that 

characterized the period, shifts in federal funding priorities, 

and the very growth of the organization that resulted in 

administrative problems that could not be easily resolved. 

The leaders of LRDA, in addition to their efforts to promote 

tribal objectives with national Indian organizations, saw the 

need to establish a relationship with state authority. As has 

been noted previously, Lumbees have always had some influence in 

state politics, but this effort was to be on a pan-tribal basis. 

In 1970 leaders from LRDA approached Governor Robert Scott with 

the idea of establishing a state commission on Indian affairs. 

Scott was initially cool to the idea but influential Lumbee 

leaders like John Willie Oxendine and Ruth Dial woods contacted 

tbe governor and were able to get a planning group organized. In 

~111 the state established the commission of Indian Affairs as an 
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independen t agency, and 
Early Maynor, a member of LRDA's Board of 

Direc t ors, was named as the 
firs t execu t i ve director. In 1977 the 

commission was changed from 
an independent agency to a special 

advocacy agency under th D 
e epartment of Administration. A. Bruce 

Jones succeeded Early M 
aynor as t he executive director in 1976. 

The North Carolina Indian comm · · ( 1ss1on NCIC) continues to be a 

major voice in state Indian policy, showing the influence of the 

Lumbee tribal leaders on regional Indian affairs. 

In 1975, LRDA and NCIC held a staff retreat to discuss common 

concerns. One of the products of that retreat was the 

establishment of an annual conference, the North carolina Indian 

Unity Conference. The conference has been immensely successful, 

growing from 100 participants in 1975 to over 600 in 1986, and 

has developed from a one day workshop to a three day event that 

includes general assemblies, workshops, talent show, powwow, 

banquet and dance. Featured speakers have included the state's 

governors, and other state and federal officials including 

individuals from the u.s. Office of Indian Education, 

Administration for Native Americans, u.s. Departments of Labor, 

and Housing and Urban Development. The conference also provides 

a forum for candidates for state-wide offices. Throughout the 

period LRDA leadership has been deeply involved not only in the 

affairs of NCIC, but also in the development of the Unity 

Conferences. 

until 1983 the unity conference was sponsored by NCIC, but in 

that year a new organization -- United Tribes of North Carolina 

took over the program. This organization consists of 

Indian organizations within the state and was 
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formed to carry out 
activities that could b dl not e han ed by the 

state agency. The revenue from the Unity Conference is used to 
finance the organization's 

activities. This organization is 
presently led by James Bardin, who is also the executive director 
of LRDA. 

3) State and Federal Relations 

Considerable information has already been presented 

concerning the relationship of the Lumbee tribe with the state of 

North Carolina and the federal government under the aegis of 

LRDA. As has been pointed out, the LRDA leadership was active in 

the establishment of the North Carolina Indian Commission. Beyond 

that, it has maintained close ties with the state's governors and 

legislators. As an example of its relationship with the state 

government, when LRDA needed funds to continue its enrollment it 

sought and received help in the form of a grant from the state. 

As has been described in the "Historical Narrative," the 

Lumbees have maintained a close relationship with the national 

government since at least the 1880s. The development of LRDA 

continued and augmented that relationship. 

LUMBEE POLITICAL PROCESS 

Gradually, over the years, LRDA has taken on many of the 

d b tr ibal councils in other tribes. 
lunctions normally performe Y 
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For example , in 198 4 it held a referendum to get tribal 

permission to act as an interim tribal council for federal 

recognition . The referendum passed overwhelmi ng . Yet, the more 

traditional forms of Lumbee organization have remained , and the 

community values regarding leadership have continued . Blu , in 

contrasting Lumbee leadership with t hat of blacks , has described 

the motivating values: 

Indian followers , on the other hand, only reluctantly 
and exceedingly warily "follow" their leaders . Indians 
do not readily delegate author ity or decision-making 
powers to their leaders, and leadership is constantly 
contested. An Indian leader can never be entirely sure 
of his precarious balance between an aura of authority 
("big I, little you") and an image of working for his 
people ("commonness"), for Indians expect their leaders 
to have both these qualities , even if one of them is 
considered undesirable. A person mus t manifest both if 
he is to be a leader. If he is too "common," he will 
not set himself apart from his fellows and therefore 
will not be able to lead; if he is too self-aggrandizing 
and assertive, he will alienate his followers (Blu 
1980:119). 

Politics among the Lumbees continues to be the product of the 

complex interplay of family, religion and settlement. As in the 

past, each settlement has its individuals who are regarded as 

l eaders, people who can be called upon for assistance and 

guidance, and who will seek help for others without request. 

While the local school committees are a thing of the past, the 

changes in voter registration have enabled more Lumbees to seek 

and win public office at a variety of levels -- school board, 

county commissioners, political party and town offices. As Blu 

has pointed out (Ibid.: 120), ministers no longer play the 

prominent role in tribal politics they had in the past, but other 

Professionals have taken their place. The Lumbees have a large 

cadre of lawyers, doctors, businessmen, and other professionals 
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who take an active part · th . 1n e tr1be's political affairs . Because 
of the tribe' s stress on · d ' . 1n 1V1dualism, there are always many 
approaches to the solution of any problem. 

Histo r ica lly , much of the visible Lumbee political 

organiza tion has been problem- oriented . Thus the nineteenth and 

ea r l y twentieth century efforts to improve educational 

opportunities for Lumbees and to attain federal and state 

recognition and support have revolved a r ound specific issues and 

charismatic l eaders. This continues to t he present day . As 

previous ly described, in the 1950s D.F. Lowry led a susta ined 

effort tha t had widespread community support to get the tribe 's 

name changed and to secure the passage of the Lumbee Bill . La t e r , 

in the s ame decade, Lumbees responded to threats by t he Ku Klux 

Kl an by a t tacking their rally in Maxton. 

In t he 1960s the tribal members organized to figh t the 

desegr egation of their schools and to increase their political 

power in the county through voter registration. This latter 

action was led by a number of tribal members including Dr. Martin 

Brooks, Carnell Locklear, and Thadis Oxendine; the school 

desegregation battle was led by the parents, particularly those 

in the Prospect community, and these struggles continued into the 

1970s . There were other issues that focused tribal energies . In 

1972 the Board of Trustees announced plans to replace the mai n 

building on the campus of Pembroke State University. A group l ed 

by Janie Maynor Locklear, Danford Dial, Luther M. Moore, and W.J . 

Strickland successfully fought the proposal, and after the 

building was destroyed by fire, they were able to get the state 

to reconstruct it. While the "Old Main" issue was going on many 
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of the same leaders led the fight to have "double voting" ended. 
ThiS was a system that permitt d e Whites to vote in both one of 

the five separate school districts where whites were the majority 

and in the county-wide school system which their children did not 

This attend, and where the non-whites otherwise had a majority. 

fight was successfully led by Janie Maynor Locklear , Dexter 

srooks, Harbert Moore, and Robert Mangum. When they were 

unsuccessful in getting legislat 1've li re ef, they filed a legal 

action, which they won in 1975. 

In 1974 a group of Lumbees sought to have congress clarify 

the meaning of the 1956 act. The Lumbees active in this effort 

were Brantley Blue, Linda Oxendine, Helen Scheirbeck, Tom 

Oxendine, Jo Jo Hunt, Purnell Swett , and Rod Locklear. Most of 

these Lumbees were, at that time, living and working in the 

washington , D.C. area, which gave them the opportunity to lobby 

Congress on behalf of the tribe. Although they made a significant 

effort, they were unsuccessful, in part due to the opposition of 

other Lumbees such as Howard Brooks, who objected to the tribe's 

name. (This and the other cases referred to are described in 

detail in the Historical Narrative: 98-116). As has been amply 

demonstrated, Lumbees may disagree sharply over matters that are 

of an internal nature, but they join together quickly when 

threatened from the outside. 

As in the past, there are leaders who have established strong 

contacts with the non-Indian politicians in both parties 

(although Lumbees tend to be Democrats). These individuals are 

capable of helping Lumbees in trouble with the law, securing 

state and county positions, and bringing to the public officials 
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in Lumberton, Raleigh and w . 
' ash1ngton the views of the tribe on a 

variety of concerns. While LRDA has 
served to focus many of the 

tribal interests, and has acted as a Vol· ce for many tribal 

concerns, particularly those that have to do with other tribes 

and Indian associations, it is not the sole mechanism by which 

tribal members give expression to their needs and opinions. 

Lumbees have elected leaders to represent their interests in the 

county government and school boards and they have members who 

serve on state and federal panels. Table 13 details the names 

and positions of the present office holders. In addition, there 

are Lumbees who exert great influence in the county and state. 

Among this group are John Willie Oxendine (Saddletree), Willie 

Harris, Sr. (Pembroke), Herman Dial (Prospect), and J.W. Hunt 

(Fairmont) (Campisi 1985-87 fieldnotes). Another source of 

potent political influence in the tribe centers around the stores 

that can be found in every settlement. The storekeepers, 

particularly those who have been in business for many years, have 

an intimate knowledge of their clients and readily available 

contacts to the community's religious, civic, and elected 

leaders. Thus, there is a complex political matrix operating in 

the Lumbee tribe involving kinship, religious, and residency 

ties, a system that allows a wide ranging expression of views on 

any issue and a number of avenues of remedy, depending on the 

t Along Wl.th this, there are multiple ways to na ure of the issue. 

express group action and a variety of ways to demonstrate 

leadership. 

Based upon the data presented in this part, as well as parts 

demonstrated that it has 
(a) and (b), the Lumbee tribe has 
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maintained continuous political influence or authority over its 

members since aboriginal times. The petitioner further asserts 

that, since there is unequivocal evidence that the ancestors of 

the present Lumbee tribe have occupied t he same area continuously 

since the early part of the eighteenth century , that tribal 

leadership existed continuously throughout the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries. Based on the evidence, the Lumbee Tribe 

submits that it has satisfied the requirement under 83.7(c). 



83.7 (D) A COPY OF THE GR , 
OUP S PRESENT GOVERNING DOCUMENT, OR IN 

THE ABSENCE OF A WRITTEN DOCUMENT, A STATEMENT 
DESCRIBING IN FULL T 

HE MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA AND THE 
PROCEDURES THROUGH WHICH 

THE GROUP CURRENTLY GOVERNS ITS 
AFFAIRS AND ITS MEMBERS. 

The petitioner is currently operating and governing its 

members under bylaws adopted on September 6, 1983. Two sets of 

by-laws are available for review, however: one dated January 31, 

1968; the other, which are the current by-laws was adopted 

September 6, 1983 . The tribal council of the Lumbees is 

identified, for administrative and legal purposes, under the name 

of Lumbee Regional Development Association, Inc. Eligibility for 

election to the tribal council (LRDA Board of Directors} is 

limited to members of the Lumbee who are 18 years of age or 

older. 

The petitioner was incorporated as a non-profit corporation 

under laws of the State of North Carolina on January 31, 1968. 

The Tribe was incorporated under the name of Regional Development 

Associates, Inc., but the name of the tribe was changed to Lumbee 

Regional Development Association, Inc., by amendment to the 

Corporate charter dated December 28, 1970. 

Eligibility for membership in the Lumbee tribe is determined 

with reference to the Lumbee Membership Criteria. Under these 

criteria, eligibility for membership is limited to persons who 

were identified as Indian on the source documents, or whom the 

Elders' Review committee knows to be Indian, and their direct 

descendants. The source documents identified are: 1900 and/or 
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1910 U.S. Special Census of Robeson coun t y, North Carolina; 1900 

and or 1910 u.s. Special Indian census of Bladen county, North 

carolina; 1900 and/or 1910 o.s. Special Indian census of Richmond 

county, North Carolina; 1900 and/or 1910 u.s. special Indian 

census of cumberland County, North carolina; 1900 and or 1910 

u.s. Special Indian Census of Scotland county, North Carolina; 

Indian County Taxable Records from 1890 to 1910 for Robeson 

county, North Carolina; 1900 and/or 1910 special Indian Census of 

Marlboro County, South Carolina; croatan School Attendance List 

of O.R. Sampson from 1891 to 1896; Croatan Petitioner's List of 

1889; Croatan School Committee List of 1900; and Deep Branch 

Church Roll of Ladies 1882 and the Male Members as mentioned in 

the Minutes of the Deep Branch Church Between December 1882-May 

23, 1896. For the purpose of computing blood quantum, all 

persons found on the above documents are declared full-bloods. 

There is also a provision that all persons who meet the above 

requirements and who are not enrolled in any other tribe are 

eligible for membership in the Lumbee tribe. 

Conclusion 

The Lumbee have provided a current governing document and 

enrollment criteria which describes its membership criteria and 

the procedures by which it governs its affairs and its members. 

The Lumbee meet section 83.7(d) of the regulations. 
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LUMBEE TRIBAL MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA 

sscrroN I: Eligibility for L b T 
um ee r i bal Membership 

Tribal membership of the Lumbee shall consist of 
1 d d t f 11 li vtng lineal or natura escen an s o a persons enumerated 

following documents; as Indian on the 

(1) 1900 and / or 1910 Federal Census of 
Robeson County, North Carolina 

(2) 1900 and/or 1910 Federal Census of 
Bladen County, North Carolina 

(3) 1900 and / or 1910 Federal Census of Richmond County, North Carolina 

(4) 1900 and/or 1910 Federal Census of Cumberland County, North 
Carolina 

( 5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

( 11) 

(12) 

(13) 

SlcrtOtl 11 : 

1900 and/or 1910 Federal Census of Scotland County, North Carolina 

1900 Federal Census of Marion County, South Carolina 

1910 Federal Census of Dillon County, South Carolina 

Robeson County, North Carolina Taxable Records from 1890 t o 1910 

Croat an School Attendance list of O. R. Sampson from 1891 to 1896 

Croatan Petitioners List of 1889 

Croat an School Committee List of 1900 

Dee Branch Chur ch Roll of Ladies 1882 and the Male Members as 
P h mi tes of the Deep Branch Church between mentioned in t e nu 

December 1882 - May 23 , 19S6 ; and 

R view Committee 1985 to 1987. The 
Minutes of the Lumbee Elders ei appointed by the LROA Board of 
Luabee Elders Review Committee ireject tribal membership 
Directors with authority tod:a::t appear on docu .. nta listed in 
applicants whose ancestors being atsaed by Census 
1tea 1 through 12, such anc~;~~r:r ataclaaatfied •• to Race. 
Enu.erators in 1900 and/or 

Adoption 
aoard of Directors shall 

t A8toctatton iDI adoption The Luabee 1a11onal Develop .. n or ordinance• 1overnh G eral 
have the power to pall relolutton• 11 it elected by t e en 

ib 1 Counc until such tt.. a Luabae Tr a 
Council a 

-. _., - ----. 
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7 (E) A LIST OF ALL KNOWN MEMBERS OF THE GROUp AND A COPY OF 83· 

EACH AVAILABLE FORMER LIST OF MEMBERS BASED ON THE 

TRIBE ' S OWN DEFINED CRITERIA . THE MEMBERSHIP MOST 

CONSIST OF INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE ESTABLISHED, USING 

EVIDENCE ACCEPTABLE TO THE SECRETARY DESCENDANCY FROM A 

TRIBE WHICH EXISTED HISTORICALLY OR FROM HISTORICAL 

TRIBES WHICH COMBINED AND FUNCTIONED AS A SINGLE 

AUTONOMOUS ENTITY. 

see volume III. 



~ 
1 (Fl THE MEMBERSHip OF THE PETITIONING GROUp IS COMPOSED 83 · 

PRINCIPALLY OF PERSONS WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF ANY OTHER 
NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBE, 

the Lumbee Tribal Enrollment criteria persons who are 
under 

d as members of any recognized tribe" are not eligible "enrolle 

ollment in the Lumbee tribe. Therefore, the Lumbee Tribe for en r 

·ncipally of persons who are not members of any is composed pr 1 

t h American Ind ian tribe . other Nor 

conclusion 

The Lumbee meet Section 83.7(f) of the regulations. 



... 
····~........_ ___ - ---

(G) THE PETITIONER IS NOT NOR 
83 • 7 ' ARE ITS MEMBERS, THE SUBJECT 

OF CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION WHICH 
HAS EXPRESSLY 

TERMINATED OR FORBIDDEN THE FEDERAL RELATIONSHIP. 

The Lumbee do not appear on the current list of "Indian 

tribeS Terminated from Federal Supervision" prepared by the 

eureau of Indian Affairs under any of the names by which it may 

have been known . The Lumbee have not been the subject of 

congressional legi s la t ion which expressly has terminated or 

forbidden a prev i ous Federal relationship. 

rn 1956, a bill regarding the Lumbee was passed by the u.s. 

congress. This full context of the bill is set forth below. 

AN ACT Rela ting to the Lumbee Indians of 
North Ca rolina. "Public Law 570 Chapter 
37 5" 
Whe reas many Indians now living in 
Robeson and adjoining counties are 
descendants of tha t once large and 
p r os pe r ous tribe which occupied.the lands 
a long t he Lumbee River at t~e t1me of the 
earl iest white se ttlements 1n. that . 
s ection; and whereas at the t7 me of the l r 
first contacts with the co~on l s ts these 
Indians were a wel l -~s~abl 7shed and 
distinctive people 11 ~1n;e~~led towns and 
European-type ho~sess ~~ves and l ives t ock , 
communi ties, o~nlng d pr acticing many of 
tilling the sol l , an Euro ean 
the arts and crafts of s bp reason of 
civilization ; and w~e~e:i thya di stinc t ive 
t ribal legend, coup e of speech and the 
appearance and manner them of fami l y 

nee among · frequent recurre . Locklear, Chav l s, 
names such as oxendln~~wery , sampson and 
Drinkwater, Bullar d, the rost er of the 
others also found o~tlements, these 
earliest Engli~h s~onsiderable show of 
Indians may, w~~:ir origin to a~ certain 
reason, trafce olonial blood w~twhereas 
admixture o c f Indi ans, an 
coastal tribes 0 



these people are naturally and 
underst~ndably proud of their heritage, 
and des1rous of es~ablishing their social 
status and preserv1ng their racial 
history : Now therefore, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE AND 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED 
That t~e . I?dians no~ residing in Robeso~ 
and ad]o1n1ng count1es of North Carolina , 
origi na lly found by the first white 
settlers on t he Lumbee River in Robeson 
count y, and claiming joint descent from 
remnants of early American colonists and 
certain tribes of Indians originally 
inhabiting the coastal regions of North 
carol ina, sha ll, from and after 
ratification of this Act, be known and 
de signated as Lumbee In?ians of N~rth 
ca r ol ina and shall cont1nue to enJOY all 
rights, priviliges, and immunities 
enjoyed by them as citizens of ~he State 
of Nor t h Carolina and of the Un1ted 
states a s they en joyed before enactment 
of this Act , and shall continue t~ be 
subject to all obligation and dutles of 
such citizens under the laws of the State 
of North Carolina and the United States. 
Nothing in this act shall mak7 such 
India ns eligible for any servlc~s 

f d by the United States or per orme h ·r sta tus as 
India ns because of ~ ~~e statutes of the 
I nd i a ns , and non7 ° feet Indians 
Un i ted St a t es ~h lch ~~s as Indians shall 
because of t helr ~~= Lumbee Indi ans . be applicable to 

1 l aws and par ts of laws 
Sec . 2. . Al hi s Act are he reby in conflic t Wl th t 

repealed. 

Appr oved June 7, 1956. . 1 
. when the off i cla during a tlme 

Although th i s act was passed . the re was 
~1 · one of ley of the government was 

t erminatlon, 

nothing in the Act which has expresslY 
. ated or forbidden t erm1n 

Pederal relationship. 



r~e Lumbe m e s Ction 
83.7h.H Of 

h ion • t ul 



REFERENCES CITED 
=Ame rican Indian Pol· 

Task F~rce Te~~y ~evi~w Commission 
Recogn~zed I d' erm1nated a d 
Printing Off~c~ans . ~nited s~at:~nfederally 

1 Wash1ngton1 DC . Government 
lexander, W. W. 

~aY 20 1 1938 Le tte r to George M' 
Farm Securities Adl~c~ell. Record Group 96 
AD-NC- 22 , (Generalmlnlstration Project I 

Nationa l Archives . Correspondence 703-01) . 

Argus (Lumber ton , N. C.] 
september 22, 1905 

aaker, Fred A. 
JulY 9, 19 35 Repo r t on Siouan Tr i be of 1 d ' 

· County, Nor t h Carol' n 1ans of Robeson 
I nte r ior, Bureau of1 ~~di~~SAf~:l~~:ment of the 

sarnes , Bahnsen 
1931 A History of the Robeson County School System. 

(Unpublished MA 1 University of North carolina). 

aarton, Bruc e 
February 6, 1976 Lette r to Me l Tonask et , President of 

Nat i ona l Congress of American Indians. 

June 1984 Relig ious Experience : An Important Part of 
Lumbee Her itage . Lumbee River Legal Services 
Files . 

Bar ton, Lew i s Rando l ph 
1967 The Most Ironic Stor y in Ameri can Histo ry. 

Bellamy, John 
1900 

Bickett, T. w. 
1915 

Blu, Karen I. 
19ao 

Charlotte, N.C.: Assoc iated Pr i nt i ng Corporation. 

~~marks of Honorable John D. Bellamy, .of North 
carolina, in the House of Representa~1ves, 
Thursday, February 1, 1900 : congress l o~al 
Record 33: 1457-1458. w~shlngton, D.C • . u.s . 
Government Printing Offlce. 

f the Attorney-General of the 
Biennial Report 0 l ' na 1912-1914. Raleigh: 
state of North cahro 1 P;inting co., state 
Edwards and sroug ton 
Printers. 

• he Making of an ~meri?an 
The Lumbee problem.y~rk· cambridge UnlversltY 
Indian People. New · 
Press. 

83.7 PAGE 239 



Lumbee. mimeo. 

Persistence and d ' 
Languages . Mens lsappearance of Aboriginal 
39(4): 269-282 . en Maatschappij 

Jeutonne P. and R.w . Reising 
Tokens in the Poco · 
North Carolina Am:l~s: Lumbee English in 

sr idenbaugh, 
1952 

pgs. 108-120. · r lean Speech, Volume 57, 

Carl 
Myths and Realities: 
South. Baton Rouge: 
University Press. 

Societies of the Colonial 
Louisiana State 

srooks , Dexter 
1976 Desegregation in Robeson: Old Misrepresentations 

and New Directions . mimeo. 

srooks, Joseph 
June 16- 27, 1935 [Log]. r ecord Group 75 , Records of the Ind ian 

Board of Commisioners, File No. 36208- 1935- Siouan-
310. Nationa l Archives. 

September 9, 1935 Lette r to John Col l ier. Record Group 75 , File 
No . 36208- 1935-Siouan-310. Nationa l Archive s. 

BSBA = Burnt Swamp Baptis t Association 
1881- 1901 Minutes of the Burnt swamp Baptist Association. 

Ra l eigh , N.C.: Edwards , Broughton and Co. 

~RO = Br i tish Publ i c Records Office 
1722 colonia l Offi ce Li brary 700 , North American 

Colon i es , Gene r a l 7, Barnwell Map of 1722 . 

JUne 8, 17 39 

-:-::--:-~-
June 15 , 1 7 3 9 

council Jour na l. Mic r ofilm No . Co. 5-440.D502, 
p. 26. s ou th ca r olina Depa rtment of Arch1ves and 
Hi s tor y , Col umbia , s c . 

. M' c rof i l m No. co . 5- 440 DS0 2 , 
Counc1 l J ournal . 17na De pa r t ment of Arch i ves and 
p . 27. south c~ro 1 
Hi s t ory, co1umb1a, sc. 

~1 h to copy 12, pgs. 31-33. sout h y 7, 1739 1 p 0 Council Journa • f Archives and History, 
carolina Department 0 

Columbia, sc. 

SJ • 1 p~GE 240 



camPi s i ' J a ck 
198

s-198 7 fieldnotes . 

~1, 1985 (Frank Sieber t 

ciV ~ carolina Indian Voice 
1972 

~' 1973 

~' 1976 

MaY 26, 1977 

Jllne 30, 1977 

JulY 28, 1977 

september 28, 1978 

December 2, 1982 

January 20, 1983 

July 14, 1983 

~arlotte Observer 
February 4, 1934 

April 21 1951 

January 171 1958 

• I 

I per s onal communi cat i on]. 

;~avis 1 Cloyd 
y 3, 1941 Letter to J.W. Bailey. Record Group 96 1 Farm 

Securities Administration Project AD-NC-22, 
Pembroke Farms, sox 437, entry 7, Polder c 
(Property Operation and Disposition-- 900). 
National Archives. 

Circui 187o-
1
i
7
Register for the Robeson Circuit 7 Membership of saddletree Meeting House. Archives, 



Christ United M ethodist Church , Fayetteville , N. C. 
J. claude 
25 , 1983 Le t te r to Adolph Dial . 

Memorandum to John Coll . 
Records of the Off · ler. Record Group 48 , 
Archives . l ce of t he Solicitor. National 

~ril a, 1936 Memorandum To Daiker. Record 
AP the Of f ice of the Solicl· tor. Group 48 , Records of 

National Archives 

collier , 
FebruarY 

John 
24 , 1938 Le t ter t o J. Bro k 

of the Indian Board ofs. Re?or~ Group 75, Recor ds 
3949 · ° Comm1ss1oners, Fi l e No. o- 35-Sl ouan-361. National Archives . 

cumming , William P. 
1966 North Ca rolina in Maps. North Carolina State 

Archives , Rale igh, N.C . 

Deloria, Ella 
August 21 , 1940 Let~e : to C.~ .. Far i s. Record Grooup 96 , Farm 

Secur1t1es Adm1n1stration Project AD-NC- 22 , 
Pembroke Farms , Box 437 , Entry 7 , Folder B (Fa ir 
and Pageant -- 935) . National Archives. 

october 22 , 1940 Lette r to George Mi tchell. Record Group 96 , 
Project No. AD- NC- 22, Box 437 , Entry 7 , Folde r B 
{Fair a nd Pageant). National Ar chives. 

October 28, 1941 Le t te r to George s. Mitchell . Record Group 96, 
Proje c t No. AD- NC- 22, Box 437 , Entry 7 , Folder B 
(Fair and Pageant) . Na tional Archives . 

Dial, Adolph 
1971 

Dial , Adolph 
1975 

[Interviews]. s outhea s t e rn ~ ndi an Or a l Hi story 
Projec t , Uni versity of Fl o r lda . 

and Dav i d 
The Only 
Indians. 
Press. 

K. Eliade s 
d I Know: A Hi s t ory of th~ Lum~ee 

L~~n Francisco : The I nd i an Hlstorlan 

Evans w 
1971 I • 

McKee of the Lowry Band, Indian 
To Die Game: The St~~~uction. Baton Rouge: 
Guerrillas of Recuo~versitY press. 
Louisiana State nl 

James s. h nge. North carolina 
An Era of Educational c a 

83.7 PAGB 242 



Hi s torical Rev · 
lew 46(2 ) : 130-1 41. 

~3, 1972 
eebr 

c Franklin 
Gril~ , 27; 198 4 Letter 
Marc to Reve rend Robert Mangum . 

Edwin 
Groome' 19 36 
JUlY 6 ' ie~~er ~0 Stdewart. Record Group 75, Recor ds of t he 

n lan oar of Commissioners F'l N 
36208-35- Sioua n-310. National ' Ar~h~ve~: 

aauptman, 
1986 

Laurence M. 

Herbert , John 
1725 

L7ar nin~ The .Lessons of History: The One idas of 
W1scons1n ReJ ect Termination, 1943-1956. The 
Jour anl of Ethnic Studies, Volume 14 {Fall 1986 ): 
31-52. 

"A New Mapp of His Majestys Flourishing Province of 
South Carolina Showing Ye Set tlement Of y ' English 
Fre nch a nd Indian Nation." MB 12-3 , Map 
Collection, South Carolina Department of Archive s 
and Histo r y , Columbia, S.C . 

Hudson, Charles 
1970 The Catawba Nat i on. Athens, Ga.: University of 

Georgi a Press. 

1976 The s out heas t e rn Indians. Knoxville : Unive rsity 
of Te nnessee Pr ess . 

JWBC=Josiah w Bai ley Collec t i on k 
·aox 310, 54-B. Manusc r ipt Department, Due 
University Li brary , Durham, N.C . 

Lefler, Hugh T., ed. . Told by cont emporaries. 
1934 North Caro l i na ~l s to ~y f North carol i na Press. 

Lefler, Hugh 
1954 

Chapel Hi ll : Unl versltY o 

T. and Albert R. Newsome n State: North Carolina. 
The History of a so~ther . ty of North carolina. 
Chapel Hill: The Unlversl 

Lennon Woodberry, comp. 
1922 I Map of Robeson county, NC . Lumberton , N.C. 

courthouse, Robeson countY 

1 Indian Affairs, Record e;~,l~2~·Letter to the office of 

83.7 PAGE 243 



I 
I 

Group 75 Cornmissi~ Records of 
Archive s ne rs. File Nthe Indian B 

. o. 2 0 2 7 3-21 oar d 

0
.,,y

1 
Doctor Ful le r -013. 

D~cember 20 1 1952 No M 

of 
National 

20 ( 29 ): ~:tery (Lumbee I . nd1ans ) . 
Oral Histo The State (N. c. ) 

The Histo~Ic!~blication 
Indian EducatioReview. Vol 
Lumber t o n , N.c.n , Robeson Co~· Robeson county 

nty Schools , 

r,umbee 
March 301 1967 

Jui1el5,19 6 7 

october 51 1967 

october 12 1 19 67 

october 191 196 7 

October 26 1 1967 

November 2 , 1967 

November 9, 1967 

December 7 I 1967 

December 14' 1967 

LRDA = . ~nua Lurnbee Reg1onal Development Association 
ry 31, 1968 Articles of Incorporation of Reg ional 

Development Association. 

7, 1969 Minutes, Regional Development Associates, Inc. 

~ ember 28, 1969 Minutes, Regional Development Associates, Inc. 

970 Minutes, Regional Development Associates, Inc. 

83•7 PAGB 244 



~· 1970 
Minutes, Regional Deve l opment Associates, Inc. oc 

~8 1970 Articles of Am d 
~cemmbber ~ , Associates I en ment . Regional Development oe , nc. 

!'larch Inc. ~1971 Minutes, Lumbee Reg i onal Development Association , 

~971 Minutes, Lumbee Regional Development Association, June Inc. 

~ 1972 Minutes, Lumbee Regional Development october ' Association, Inc. 

~24 1974 Minutes, Lumbee Regional Development "ebruary ' 
r Association, Inc. 

[Summary of Lumbee Regional Development 
Association, Inc. Budget for 1985]. 

Lumberton Post 
February 23, 19 56 

Lumberton Voice 
November 30 ' 1940 

D ffl
. e John North carolina State Me u ' Map of Robeson County. 

1884 Archives. Raleigh, NC. 

McNickle, D 'Arcy county, North Carolina· 
May l, 1936 Indians of Robeso~ services Files. 

McPherson, 
1915 

Lumbee River Lega 

. • A Report on the 0. M. . or th carollna. the Indians of Indlan~ of Nd Tribal Rights.of f North carolina. 
Conditlon an . 'ning countleS o ss 3d 
Robeson and AD~~~~ent 677, 63d ?~~~~~ p~inting U S Senate u s Gove • • · n ton: • · Session. washl g 
Office. 

Pasquotank River, 
Elizabeth G., ed. Landholder.~~l Review 43: 66-Sl. 

Nathaniel satts,l . a HistorL 
1660. North caro ln 

83.7 pAGE 245 



Lean , Hec t or 
,.,ac 0 · 31-1879 lary of Hecto 
18 County PUbl' r .MacLean. 

lc L1brary, t yped copy Robeson 
gum, Geoff 

,.,antember , 198 4 Inte rview Ad 
Lumberton , Nc: 

seP ' olph Dial. 
erick , Albert , Jr. 

,.,a:e 19, 1941 Memo. Record G 
JU 437 , Entry 7 roup 96 , Pro · 

Disposit ' I Folder c (P )ect No . AD-NC- 22 , Box 
lon - - 9 00) . Nat~oper ty Ope ration and 

l Onal Archives . 
~eri wether 1 Robert Lee 
1940 The Expansion of s 

K ' OUth C l ngs~ort l Tennesse . arolina 172 9 - 17 65 . 
(Repr lnted : Philade~ . h~outhern Publ ishers, Inc. 

P l a, Porcupine Pres s 1974 ) 
Merrens 1 Ha rry R. ' · 
1964 Colonial Nor t h Ca rol· . 

A Study in His torica~na ln the Eighteent h Century: 
Univers i ty of Nor th c Geo~raphy. Chape l Bill: The 

arohna. 
Mitchell 1 George s. 
JulY 11 , 1940 Lette r to John Collier R 

No. AD- NC- 22 1 Box 437 · E ecord Group 96 , Project 
(Genera l --OO o- 9 00 ) 1 .ntry 7 , Folde r A 

· Na t 1onal Archives. 

July 11, 1940a Le ~t e r to Howar d H. Gordon . Record Group 96, 
ProJe ct AD-NC-22, .Box 437 , Entry 7 , Folder s (Fair 
and Pageant). Nattonal Archives. 

July 151 1940 Letter t o Wa l ter Smith, Record Group 96
1 

Projec t AD- NC-221 Box 437 , Ent ry 7 1 Fol der B 
(Fai r a nd Pageant ) . Na tional Arch i ves . 

December 11 , 

December 11 
I 

Hay's=-~-1-9-41 

1940 Letter t o John Col l ier . Record Group 96, Farm 
Securities Administration Pro ject AD-NC-22, 
Pembroke Farms, Box 437, Entry 7, Fol der B (Fair 
and Pageant 935) . Nat i ona l Archives. 

1940a Letter to Ella Deloria . . Record Group 96, Farm 
Securities Administration ProJect AD-NC-22, . 

437 Entry 7 Folder B (Fatr 
Pembroke Farms 1 Box 1 • 

1 
• 

d t 935 ) Nat 1onal Arch1ves. 
an Pagean -- • 

don Record Group 961 Farm 
Letter to Howard H. Go7 n Project AD-NC-221 
securities Administr:~~o Entry 7, Folder N (432). 
Pembroke Farms, BOX ' 
National Archives. 

83.7 PAGE 246 



aern North Ca rolina Gazette 
~e'fl 7 1753 
JUlY ' 

york Times 
Ne"'tember 13, 1970 
seP 
Norment' Mary c. 

75 The Lowr i e Bisto . 
18 Journal Printers~y . Wllrnington , N.C . : Daily 

CSA - North Carol i na State Arch · 
~ctober 8, 1748. [Henry O'Berry D~~~j . 

Mlsc711a neous papers 1. Archlbald McEachin Pape rs. 
Ra1e1gh, N.c. ' 77 0-1859. Patent Book 5. 

Records of the North . 
Troop Re turns , 1 747 _ 1 ~~~0llna Mil~tia, 1747- 1754 . 
Records of North c 1 . · Collect1ons of Military 

aro lna. TR. 1-16 . Raleigh , N.C . 

Jcinuary 23 , 1754 Mathe~ Rowan, survey Book, 1753_1754 Governor s Papers. Raleigh N c 3l. , . . , pg. . 

oct. 13, 1773 ~ List of the Mob Rai1ously Assembled together 
1? Bladen County . Robeson county , 
Mlsce l1a neous. Raleigh, N.C. 

1836 

1838 

Peb'ruary 10 , 

Proceedings a nd Debates of the Convention of North­
Ca r o l i na, Ca lled to Amend the constitution of the 
State , wh ich Assembled at Rale igh, June 4, 1835, To 
Which Ar e Sub joined The Convention Act And The 
Ame ndments To The Constitution , Togethe r With The 
Vot es Of The People. Ra leigh: Joseph Ga l es and Son. 

Robeson county Records conce rning Slaves and Free 
Persons of color, 1814-1867. sox 1 , c.R. 083. 928.2 
(1838 fo l der ) . Ra l e i gh, N. C. 

. . f Robeson county for 
Pet i t ion of Cl tlze nsloS hoo1 Febr ua ry 2, 1887. 
Establishing a Norma ~s 19oo-1924, Box 5. 
Norma l School for Neg r o ' 
Raleigh, N. C. 

. h Normal school. 
1887 Bill to EstabllSlgOQ-1924 1 BOX 5. 
School for Negroes, 
Raleigh, N.C. 

83.7 PAGE 247 

Normal 



1895 A Resolution Inst . 
Representatives in c ructlng our Senators and 
Appropriation by Conongress to Secure an 
Maintenance of the Ngress to aid in the support and 
Indians in Robeson ormal School for Croa tan 
L.P. 1380 , House ~ Coluntr. Legislative Pape r s , ..... eso Utlons. 

~september 7, 1908 - MaY.21 , 1909 Annua l R 
School. Flle c.sp1. 475 . eport, Cr oatan Normal 

~3, 1909 Flyer. O.R. Sampson and the Trustees of croa tan 
Norma l School. Normal School for Negroes 1900-
1924, Box 5. Raleigh, N.c. ' 

North 
1960 

carol ina Department of Agriculture 
North ~arolina Agricultural Sta tistics Tobacco: 
Featur1ng County Estimates, 1925-1958. Feder al­
Sta te Crop Reporting Service. 

North 
1927 

ca rolina State Board of Health 
Annual Report of the Bureau of Vital statistics 
of the North Carolina State Board of Health. 
Fort Wayne , Ind . : Fort Wa yne Printing Company. 

oxendine , 
1934 

1945 

Pear main, 
1935 

Peck, J ohn 
1972 

Cli fton 
A Socia l and Economic Histor y of the Indians of 
Robe son County , N.C. (Unpublished MA dissertation 
in histo r y , Geo rge Peabody Coll ege for Teachers, 
Nashville , Tenn.). 

Pe mbrok e Sta t e College for I nd i ans: Historical 
Ske tch. North car ol i na Histor ica l Review 22 (1) : 
22 -33 . 

John comp . . . 
"Reser vation" : Slouan Tr l be of 
Co unty, North Carolina. Ind i an 
Informat i on . mimeo . 

Indians of Robeson 
Of fi ce . Handbook of 

Gregory . . t ion of the Lumbee Indians. 
Urban St at 1on - Mlg~~ sertat i on i n ant hropology, 
(Unpublished Ph.D. ~s olina chapel Bill). 
Universi ty of North ar ' 

Pembroke Progress 
January 26, 1950 

PeDibroke Town Minutes k pembroke, N.C. 
ltay 10, 1917 1909-1914 Minute BOO • 

83.1 PAGB 248 



t it iOn pe 
1888 Petition of Croatans to 

December 4, 1888 . Lumbeeu . s: Congress . 
Files. Rlver Legal Services 

Petition of Member 
Robeson County N ~ of Mount Moriah Church, 
W. Bailey. Re~ord G, to the Hnonorable Josiah 
AD-NC- 22. National Aroup.96, Project No. 

rchlves. 
·erce , Charles F. 

~!rch 1913 The NC Tribe of Croatan 
"' Journal : 303- 306 . Indians. Indian School 

pine Needle 
January 20, 1972 

presti , susa n 
1981 

public Law 
June 7 , 1956 

M., e d . 
Public Policy and Native Americans in NC· 
for the ' 80s. Raleigh NC: NC center f~r 
Policy Research, Inc. ' 

An Act Re lating to the Lumbee Indians, 84th 
Congress , 2nd Session, Public Law 570, 70 
Statute , p . 254-255. 

Quinn , David Beers 

Issues 
Public 

1985 Set Fai r f or Roanoke: Voyages and Colonies. Chapel 
Hill , N.C. : Unive rsity of North Car olina Press. 

RCBS 
1900 

= Robeson County Hi s torica l Socie ty 
1900 Di rector y of Robeson County , NC. Lumber ton, 
N. C. : Ed. P . Freeman , Printer & Stationer. 

Ral e i gh News and Obser ver 
Febr uary 21 , 1926 

November 28, 1940 

January 10, 1952 

Pebruary 5, 1952 

---Apru 2, 1952 

Peb--::-:r .... ua_r_y-21 , 19 53 

83.7 PAGE 249 



~bruarY 26, 1953 
pe 

~953 
].p!l 

~y 12t 1953 
I'Ja 

~2, 1956 

~' 1958 

~' 1958 

JailuarY 18, 1958 

'January 19, 1958 

Tanuary 20, 1958 

July 7, 1968 

September 10, 1970 

September 11, 1970 

September 25, 1970 

August 31, 1971 

september 23, 1971 

------January 9, 197 2 

~ ruary 12, 1972 

~ er 15, 1972 

83 .1 PAGE 250 



county 
beson List of Taxabl es . Robe ~~31 Lumberton , N. c. son County Courthouse, 

vote r Registration Book R b 
courthouse , Lumberton , N.c.o eson County 

~y 3, 1905 Febru 

- tember 22 , 1905 sep 

August 16 ' 1906 

July 29, 190 7 

August 5, 1907 

October 14 1 19 0 1 

November 7 1 1907 

16, 1907 

' 1908 



I 
I 
I 

t ober 6, 1910 oc 

~4, 1911 

~1912 

~1912 

~12 

~912 

Jajluary 27 , 1913 

'february 3, 1913 

j ij)ril 21 , 1913 

/ December 17 , 1 91 3 

April 30 , 1914 

May 7, 1914 

Jul y 27, 1914 

July 30 , 1914 

August 10, 1914 

-August 13, 1914 

AUgust 20, 1914 

10, 1914 

~14, 1914 

83.7 PAGE 252 



~9, 1914 

~' 1915 

~6, 1915 

~15 

~15 

~915 

~1915 

AiJ9ust 16, 1915 

Au"gust 30, 1915 

Novernbe r 18 , 1915 

Janua ry 23, 1 9 33 

~br uar y 15, 1 93 4 

Apr i 1 12, 19 3 4 

1934 

1934 

1940 

, 1940 



~21 1945 

~ril 22 1 1949 
J.P 

~I 1950 

~951 

~1951 

~1952 

JailuarY 151 1952 

Ja"nuary 211 19 52 

Jinuary 231 1952 

January 311 1952 

February 1 1 1952 

February 4 1 1952 

February 13 1 1952 

February 15 1 1952 

July 24 1 1952 

21, 1956 

~uary 17, 1958 

1970 

83.7 PAGE 254 



~2, 1970 

~9. 1971 

~1972 

~, 1972 

~uary 22, 1973 

ROSS, Thomas 
1982 

and Elizabeth Kuo 
"One Land Three P c t eoples· oun Y' North Carol. . 
Lumberton, N.c. lna. 

An Atlas of Robeson 
Privately published, 

saunders, 
1887 

William, ed. 
The Colonial Records 
1752-1759. Raleigh No~ ~orth Carolina. vol. s. 

' · · · Josephus Daniels. 
seib, Rebecca 
1982 Indians of Robeson 

Study, 1900-1910. 
Association. 

County, NC: Land Ownership 
Lumbee Regional Development 

1984 1981 Land Ownership And Indian Communities in 
Robeson County, North Carolina. Lumbee Regional 
Development Association. 

Seltzer, Carl c. 
July 30, 1936 Report to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Sider 1 Gerald 
1971 

Siouan Tribal 
1935 

Lumbee River Legal Services Files. 

M. d' f The Political History of the Lumbee In 1ans o 
Robeson county, North carolina: A case.study of 
Ethnic Political Affiliations. ~Unpubl1shed Ph.D. 
dissertation, New School of Soclal Research, New 

York) . 

Council . Indians of Lumber River 1 North 
Enrollment of Slouan 75 File No. 
Carolina. ~ecord G6r1ou~ati~nal Archives. 
39490-35-Slouan-2 • 

~he South carolina Gazette 
ctober 3, 1771 

SC&s • Health StatistiCfSAmerican Indians in 
1982 State center ror aealth status o 

Update on 

n·7 fAGB 255 



n John S~antO ' 
1934 

North Car olin 
Files . a. mimeo. 

Lumbee River Legal Services Reed 
Probable Identit 
P. 3-6 In u Y of the "c 
Lumber Rive;s · Senate Repor~oatan Indians." 
Report 204 . · 73rd Congress s2 ~iouan.Indians of 

' n Sess1on, Senate 

Early History of th 
371-381 in Essa e Eastern Siouan 
University of C~~·~n A~thropology. 

l ornla Press, 
Tribes . Pgs . 

Berkeley, Cal.: 

Croatan Indi a ns Th 
324 . ' e Geographical Review 28 : 324-

194 6 The Indians of the 8 Bulletin 137 w h' outheastern United States . BAE • as lngton D C s . Institution. ' · ·: mlthsonian 

1952 Indi~n Tribes of North America. BAE Bulletin 145 
Wash1ngton, D. C.: Smithsonian Institution . 

Thomas , Maude 
1982 Away Down Home: A History of Robeson county, North 

Caro l ina. Lumbe rton , N.C.: Historic Robeson, Inc. 

Thompson, Vernon Ra y 
1973 A History of the Education of the Lumbee Indians of 

Robeson Coun t y, North Carolina From 1885 to 1970. 
(Unpublished Ed.D. in Education , University of 
Mi ami. Mi am i , Florida). 

us Bureau of the Census 
1908 The First census of t he us: 1790: United States 

Government Printing Of f i ce, washington, DC . 

1964 

n. d. 

o.s. 
1974 

o.s • 

Popu l a tion Schedu l es of the Seventh Cens us o~ the 
US: 1850 : Microcopy No. 432 , Roll 64 2. Natlonal 
Archi ves. 

of Popul a tion of the us: 
Twelth Census T623 , Roll l213 and 1214 . 
Microcopy No . 
Archives. 

1900: 
National 

Commission on Civil Right~tical problems o~ Indians in 
Economic and PollNC Advisory commlt;~~~ting office. 
Robeson county. • u.s. Government 
washington, D.C •• 

Department of Agriculture 

7 PAGE 256 83. 



The Back swam 
North Carolinp and Jacob s 
Washington 0a. Office Ofw~mp D~ai nage Dist r ict, 
Office . ' . c.: Onited St Xperlmen t Stat i ons. 

at es Go vernment Pr i nting 

a.s. Department of Commerce 
1931 Fifteenth Censu 

Indian Populat · s Of the Uni ted 
Bureau of the lon of the Uni t edstates: 1930: The 
Gove rnment Pri~~~sus. Washingtonst~tes and Alaska . 

lng Office. , .c.: u . s . 

0 5 souse of Repr esentatives 
D~c~mber 13, 1899 H. R. 400 9 . 56th 

Congress, lst Sess . 

JcU!uarY 29, 1910 H. R. 19036. 6lst 
Congress , 2d Sess . 

Hcirch 1924 

MaY 1 , 193 3 

Hearings Be for e the Corn . 
8.3158 . February 14 1 9~lttee o~ Indian Lands on 
Governme nt Printing ' ott · 3. Wash1ngton: u.s . lee. 

H. R. 8083. 68th Congre ss , lst Sess. 

H. R. 5365. 73rd Congress, lst Sess . 

May 23, 193 4 H. R. Repo r t 1752 . 73d Congress , 2d s ess . 

Jul y 1955 B.R . 4656 . 84th Congress , lst Sess . 

January 18, 1956 H. R. Repo r t 1654 . 84t h Congress , 2d Sess . 

April 5, 1974 Hear i ngs on H.R. 12216. 93d Congress , 2d Sess. 

1974 H.R . 93-1394. 93d Congress , 2d Sess . 

u.s. Senate 
August 16, 1911 s. 3258 . 62d Congress, 1st sess . 

-April 4, 1912 [Charles Pierce Report]. 62d congress, 2d Sess . 

28, 8 2d sess . {Reprinted: 
1914 s.R. 344. 63d con~~e; 1 . 7356). 

congressional Reco • 

~ 63d congress, 2d sess . ne 3 0 , 1914 s • R. 41 0 • 

83.7 PAGE 257 



i 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

Indi~ns Of North .carolina, A Report on the 
cond1t1on and Tr1ba1 Rights on the Indians of 
Robeson and Adjoining Counties of North Carolina. 
senate Document 677, 6Jd Congress, 3d Sess. 
washington, U.s. Government Printing Office. 

s . 4595. 72d Congress, lst Sess. 

s. 1632. 73rd Congress, lst Sess. 

JaiiuarY 19
34 Senate Report 204, 73d Congress, 2d Sess. 

241 

senate Report 2012. 84th Congress, 2d Sess, 
HaY l6 1 

n star Wilmingto 7 1871 
t ember I sep 

Salem Journal winston- 11 1970 
t ember I sep 

/ March 1973 

1973 

30 , 197 3 

May 10 , 1973 

Journal Sen t inel Winston-Sa l em 
July s, 1970 

Winston-Salem Sent inel 
Ha r c h 1 7 , 19 7 3 

March 19, 197 3 

september 11, 1914 

ROOdward , c. Van~ . of the 
195! Onglns uisiana 

La.: LO 

877-1913. Baton 
south, 1 •ty Press. New Oniversl state 

Rouge, 

Encyclopedia 

PAGE 258 83.7 



N-O Volume 14 .. Field Enterprises Educational 
Corporatlon: Ch1cago, Frankfurt, London, Paris, Rome, Sydney , Tokyo, Toronto. 

man, William 

zimmer 1935 Letter to Joseph Brooks. Record Group 75, File No. 
June 3, 36208-35-Slouan-310. National Archives. 

Letter to J. Brooks. Record Group 75, Records of 
the Indian Board of Commissioners, File No . 
39490-35-Siouan-361. National Archives. 

1938 Letter to J. Brooks. Record Group 7? , Records 
of the Indian Board of Commissioners, Flle No . 
39490- 35-Siouan-361. National Archives. 

PAGE 259 83.7 



STATUTES CITED 

NC Public Laws, 1809, Chapter 32. 

NC General Statutes, Act of 1855, Chapter 107, Section 79. 

NC Laws, 1885, Chapter 51. 

NC public Laws, 188 7 , Chapters 254 and 
400

. 

NC private Laws, 1905, Chapter 49. 

NC public Laws, 1911, Chapters 168 and 
215

. 

NC public Laws, 1913, Chapter 123. 

NC Private Laws, 1917 , Chapter 63 , 

NC public Laws, 1919, Chapter 211 . 

NC public Laws, 192 5 , Chapter 306. 

NC Public Laws , 1 9 53, Chapter 814. 

NC session Laws 1 971; Chapter 1013: 1591-1593, 11- 1 to 20. 

83.7 PAGI 260 

codified as G.s. 



J 

AI2'Ictl III 

hciODaJ. IlieYelop.eat .& .. oeiatee, Izlo.,b & Doll-protit OOI'pOJ"&tJ.~ 
tw the PID'pOee ot ~ and dwel.or4Ac eolllt.1oz. to tbe bealth. 
edliDdioa, Pftft'al &ad eoanam.o •ltare PI'Obl- o.t l"'ll'al aDd arbaJI ,.. J'eOPI•· 

5NUoa 1. 2111• 8ozopontioa Will •Nte J11'1aarS.17 iD, but will DOt 
be lialted to, .ortJa Carolina. 

.. 

L KNOWN MEMBERS OF THE GROUP ~ND ~ COPY OF 

LE FORMER LIST OF MEMBERS B~SED ON THE 

DEFINED CRITERIA . THE MEMBERSHIP MUST 

NDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE ESTABLISHED, USING 

EPTABLE TO TBE SECRETARY DESCENDANCY FROM 

EXISTED HISTORICALLY OR FROM HISTORICAL 

COMBINED AND FUNCTIONED AS A SINGLE 

NTITY. 

II. 

83.1(e) PAGE 234 


	Lumbee petition volume 01 pgs 1-150 small
	Lumbee Petition Volume 01 pgs 151 on small

