
Programs Offered 

• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

• Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)

• Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)



Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)

Purpose: Protect, restore, and enhance wetland, grassland, and working farms and ranches through 
conservation easements 

Land easements to protect both agricultural land and wetlands.  

Wetland Easement enrollment options;
• Permanent Easements
• 30-year Easements



Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

Purpose:  Help maintain and improve existing conservation systems and adopt additional 
conservation activities to address priority natural resource concerns 

Contracts are for the program are five years in length and can be renewed once.

Beginning Farmers and Socially Disadvantaged Farmer have a separate ranking pool 



• Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQIP)

• Purpose:  Technical and financial 
assistance to agricultural producers to 
address natural resource concerns and 
deliver environmental benefits. 

• Working with a producer to fix or 
change something in the farming 
operation.

• NRCS has a long list of conservation 
practices that is works from:  Common 
practices for our area are items such as 

• No-till/Strip-till, Nutrient Mgt, 
Grazing practices such as fence and 
waterers, Livestock items like manure 
storage and dead animal composters.



EQIP Main Ranking Pools in 2023
• Cropland
• Forestland
• Beginning Farmer
• Socially Disadvantaged 
• Organic
• On Farm Energy 
• Urban Ag
• Small Scale Ag
• Monarch Butterfly

• There are more incentives and ranking pools within EQIP













*New*
Inflation Reduction Act Funds

IRA-CSP and IRA-EQIP focus will be climate smart practices 
In 2023 Illinois has 
• $3.5 million in funding for CSP
• $2.5 million in funding for EQIP

Application deadline for IRA CSP and EQIP - April 28, 2023

IRA funds will be available through 2026 and spent by 2031







EQIP – IRA   (Climate Smart focus)

• Alley Cropping
• Anaerobic Disgester
• Conservation Cover 
• Conservation Crop Rotation
• Contour Buffer Strips
• Cover Crops
• Critical Area Seeding
• Energy Efficient Agricultural Operation
• Energy Efficient Building Envelope
• Energy Efficient Lighting Systems
• Field Border 
• Filter Strip
• Forest Stand Improvement
• Grassed Waterway
• Nutrient Management
• Pasture and Hay Planting
• Prescribed Grazing

• Residue Tillage (Mulch)
• Residue Tillage (No-till/Strip-till)
• Riparian Forest Buffers
• Sivlopasture
• Strip-cropping
• Tree and Shrub Establishment
• Upland Wildlife Habitat Mgt
• Waste Separation Facility (livestock)
• Wetland Restoration
• Windbreak/Shelterbelt 

Establishment and Restoration
• Wildlife Planting
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