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FORM B - B U I L D I N G PV W&cWOC 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

I 

In Area no. Form no. 

r • 

si Him ii 
lie 

sent use Dwelling house 

n MILTON 

ress 
307 Highland Street 

Samuel Adams House 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

PO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

EVLHC Photo no. 

sent owner Dr. Janice fiafuse 

cription: 

1800 or before 

ource 

Federal 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) barn att. to house; 
summer kitchen 

Other features 
fireplace in every room; bake ovens in 
kitchen & dining room. 

Altered 

Moved 

Date 

Date 

5 . Lot size: 

One acre or less l̂.OOO Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 286.53 

Approximate distance of building from street 
50 ft. 

6. Recorded by William J . Loughran 
Milton Historical Commission 

Organization_ 

Date 4 7 2 7 / 2 8 

(over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2376) V 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

x 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
The house a t 307 Highland S t . takes i t s name from one Samuel Adams o f Chelmsford who came 
t o M i l t o n about 1825> and th rough marriage t o Jos iah Ben t ' s daughter , succeeded him as 
p r o p r i e t o r o f the water c racker business founded i n 1801. A N o r f o l k deed o f 1826 r ecords 
sale o f the business from Bent t o h i s s o n - i n - l a w . 

The upland area t r ave r sed by Highland S t . appears on o l d maps as "Wadsworth H i l l " , t a k i n g 
i t s name from a f a m i l y which s e t t l e d on i t soon a f t e r i n c o r p o r a t i o n and began t o p r o l i f e ­
r a t e . Gapt. Samuel Wadsworth o f M i l t o n was k i l l e d i n King P h i l i p ' s War i n an I n d i a n f i g h t 
a t Sudbury i n I676. His son, Benjamin, became an e a r l y p r e s i d e n t o f Harvard and gave h i s 
name to the present Wadsworth House d o r m i t o r y . By 1826 a l a r g e p o r t i o n o f the H i l l was 
s t i l l i n the hands o f the Wadsworth f a m i l y . While a t i t l e search proves beyond ques t i on 
t h a t Samuel Adams owned and occupied the house under r e v i e w , there i s a good p o s s i b i l i t y 
t h a t a Wadsworth b u i l t and owned i t before h im. Old r e s i d e n t s o f the area s t a t e t h a t a t 
one t ime the house was known as the Wadsworth House. This the w r i t e r c o u l d no t document; 
there has been cons iderab le moving around o f houses i n the a rea , as w e l l as b u i l d i n g o f 
rawer houses on foundat ions s u r v i v i n g from d e m o l i t i o n o f o l d e r ones. 

Samuel Adams* w i l l bequeathed t h i s house w i t h adjacent l a n d t o a nephew, George F l e t c h e r . 
This bequest i s r e f e r r e d t o as l a t e as Sept. 12, 1919 i n a deed conveying the same p a r c e l 
from Ains lee and Emi ly Mar sha l l t o George P a t r i q u i n . 

I n the smal l wooden f a c t o r y a t 371 Highland S t . , e rec ted by Jos iah Bent i n 1824 (des t royed 
by f i r e i n 1909), Samuel Adams c a r r i e d on h i s water c racke r business q u i t e succes s fu l l y 
u n t i l 1871. He d i e d a f a i r l y weal thy man. His w i l l l i s t s ownership o f seven houses besides 
the bakery. His r e a l e s ta te ho ld ings alone t o t a l l e d $34,000, e q u i v a l e n t a t t o d a y ' s va lues 
t o perhaps fou r o r f i v e hundred thousand d o l l a r s . 

0. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records 
early maps, etc.) ' 

Tee le ' s H i s t o r y o f M i l t o n 
Hamil ton H i s t o r y o f M i l t o n 
N o r f o l k Deeds 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

i t i i l t o n 

Form No: 

42 

Property * a « - S a m u e l A d a m s H o u s e 

Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued below. 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

The Samuel Adams House, b u i l t about 1800, i s an e x c e l l e n t and we l l -p r e se rved example 
o f the Federal s t y l e . Both o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y and s t y l i s t i c a l l y , the house i s t y p i c a l 
o f t h i s p o s t - r e v o l u t i o n a r y p e r i o d o f b u i l d i n g . 

The basic p l a n arrangement d i s p l a y s a concern f o r symmetry. The four rooms o f the f i r s t 
f l o o r l i e t o e i t h e r s ide o f a c e n t r a l s t a i r h a l l and are f u r t h e r d i v i d e d on the l o n g i t u ­
d i n a l a x i s by two chimneys (opening to f i r e p l a c e s i n a l l f o u r rooms) . Incorpora ted w i t h ­
i n these two chimney coves are enclosed s t a i r w a y s , ve ry steep and c u r v i n g , t h a t l e a d to 
the second f l o o r . The main s t a i r h a l l con ta ins a l o n g , generous f l i g h t o f s t a i r s t h a t 
curves g r a c e f u l l y towards the t o p . A d d i t i o n a l l y , the re are two se ts o f s t a i r s l e a d i n g 
t o the c e l l a r . Entrances t o the house c o n s i s t o f the main, cen te r entrance l y i n g on 
the a x i s o f the main s t a i r h a l l , and two s ide entrances a t e i t h e r end o f the l o n g i t u d i n a l 
a x i s . The f r o n t doorway i s a r t i c u l a t e d w i t h an e l l i p t i c a l f a n l i g h t and s i d e l i g h t s ; the 
two secondary entrances are s imply d e t a i l e d w i t h a f l a t pediment. 

The p l an o f the second f l o o r does no t adhere t o the s t r i c t symmetr ical arrangement o f 
the f i r s t . The basic p l an form o f fou r rooms has been somewhat a l t e r e d t o crea te s i x 
rooms o f v a r y i n g s i z e s . 

D e t a i l s o f the o r i g i n a l house remain r e l a t i v e l y unchanged. O r i g i n a l random w i d t h f l o o r ­
i n g e x i s t s th roughout ; waisncoat ing i s common t o most rooms, and corner posts are exposed. 
Windows i n many ins tances are deeply se t a t 45° angles and have paneled s h u t t e r s . F i r e ­
places are d e t a i l e d w i t h the usual Federal concern f o r simple e legant l i n e s . Those f i r e ­
p laces i n the k i t c h e n and d i n i n g room c o n t a i n bake ovens; bo th are framed w i t h paneled 
wood and have cupboards above. 

The founda t ion o f the house c o n s i s t s o f stone and some ve ry l a r g e r e g u l a r g r a n i t e b l o c k s . 
B r i c k .foundations support the two chimneys. 

The e x t e r i o r i s c l a d w i t h c lapboards . The r o o f i s a r a t h e r steep h i p r o o f . 

•1 / 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submi t t ed , 

Kathleen F i t z G e r a l d 

S t a p l e to I n v e n t o r y form a t b o t t om 
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PROPERTY: ^ f c * * * / M*nU )L*C~ 4Cl r ^ W 9F- / 'U ' /7W - ^ 2 . 
STAFF IN CHARGE OF REVIEW: ^ ^ J ^ ^ j / 
ACTION: AGENCY: 

Does t h i s property meet the NR c r i t e r i a ? 

Opinion: \i.A.'r)*Y' ^ ' No More_ information 

C r i t e r i a : 

L e v e l : L o c a l S t a t e National 

Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e by 
( s t a f f ) 
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f̂ r/fcw to O ^ - b n ((vrtoo, \»/Cfa'r\^?rcrf£>) Sect's 
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Agreed E l i g i b l e : Date: ^ f r ^ & ^ < 

Date: CTgyp^ f 
Determined Not E l i g i b l e : Date: ira«it* 

September 1982 


