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CRASH COURSE IN MUN

At the end of the Second World War, the leading global powers decided that
an international body should be constituted to prevent future global conflict
and to provide a forum for peaceful international relations. These leaders
established the United Nations to achieve four main goals:
To maintain international peace and security;
To encourage international cooperation in the spheres of social, economic
and cultural developments;
To develop friendly relations among nations on principles of equal rights and
self-determination; and
To recognise the fundamental rights of all people.

The United Nations has six major organs to carry out its functions:

The General Assembly,
The Security Council,
The Economic and Social Council,
The Trusteeship Council,
The International Court of Justice, and
The Secretariat.

Essentially, a Model United Nations (MUN) is a simulation of the various
proceedings of the United Nations and other international organisations.
Delegates are assigned to a committee in which they put themselves in the
shoes of a diplomat representing their state, an international body, or a
specific political, historical or fictional character.

Through rigorous research, debate, teamwork and cooperation, delegates
work to solve some of the world's most pressing issues over the duration of
the conference.



WHAT TO DO BEFORE COMMITTEE

1. Background Guide
The background guide for each committee provides you with the most relevant
information about the issues dealt by it. It provides specific information about
the problems and possible solutions/ outcomes. It helps you grasp an
understanding of the mandate of your committee so as to help you direct
debate at the conference.

2. Research
After familiarising yourself with the background guide, conduct further research
on your country/portfolio and other countries/portfolios, with reference to the
committee's agenda and other current affairs. Regularly check reliable news
sources for information on current affairs. Some committees require the
submission of a position paper. Be aware of your country's foreign policy and
basic information about it (e.g. head of state, capital).

3. Rules of Procedure
Go through the next few pages of the Handbook for a detailed description of
Model U.N. Rules of Procedure (commonly abbreviated as RoP). This is crucial
to your performance in committee as it enhances your research, diplomatic and
oratory skills.

4. Using the right sources
During debate, any delegate can be asked to provide sources for spoken or
written material. The most credible news agency for any Model U.N. is Reuters
at https://www.reuters.com/. Delegates may use Reuters documents as valid
proof to support their stance or statements. Credible research papers may be
used as sources of information. Using UN documents for reference is highly
recommended.



Delegates can access these documents from the UN Official Document System
(UN ODS) at https://documents.un.org/. Delegates may also use their
country's government website as sources of information.

Note: Final decision regarding the legitimacy of a source is subject to the
discretion of the Executive Board.

THE COMMITTEES
Each committee has a designated Chair, Vice-Chair, Moderator. Press
Representative and Logistics Staff. Logistics assists delegates in passing notes
amongst themselves and with the Dais. Double delegations are allowed only in
the General Assembly. There are five committees at NHVPS MUN 2023 and an
IPC. They are divided into non-crisis and crisis committees.

Non-Crisis Committees:
1) UN General Assembly
2) UN Security Council
3) House of Commons
4) UN Human Rights Council

Crisis Committee
1) Sec Gen's AD-HOC



Name of the country must be the official name. e.g. Federal Republic of
Germany
References must be listed at the end of the position paper.

POSITION PAPER

A position paper is a written document that outlines the stance of your
country/ portfolio regarding the agenda or a certain topic. Generally, position
papers do not exceed one page. Some committees do not require the
submission of a position paper. Refer to the committee's background guide for
further information. 
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All remarks to the committee must be made to the chair / vice-chair.
Delegates will rise to address the committee.
Delegates must be recognised by the chair/ vice-chair before speaking.
Delegates must address the committee and themselves in the third person.
Delegates must refrain from using personal pronouns.
Delegates wishing to make a motion must raise their placard and wait until
the chair/ vice-chair recognises the delegate before speaking.

GENERAL RULES OF PROCEDURE

Note: This section ('General Rules of Procedure') is applicable to both crisis and
non-crisis committees.

Diplomatic Courtesy
During committee sessions, delegates are expected to exercise diplomatic
courtesy when addressing members of the committee and the Dais.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Opening Session
A motion to open session, i.e. start committee, will be of the form:

Motion to open session.

Roll Call
At the beginning of each session, the Dais shall proceed to take a Roll Call.
Each delegation will be called upon in alphabetical order, and may respond
with either of the following voting statuses:
(a) Present - The delegate may abstain during voting on substantative matters.
(b) Present and Voting - The delegate may not abstain during voting on
substantive matters.



Moderated Caucus

A motion to begin the roll call will be of the form:
Motion to open roll call vote.

If a delegate is not present during Roll Call, they are expected to pass a note
to the Dais once they arrive, explaining the reason for their delay, and their
voting status. All delegates must vote on matters that are procedural, e.g.
moderated caucus, breaking for lunch, etc.

Speaker's List
The General Speaker's List (GSL) indicates the delegations wishing to address
the committee. Delegates which are recognised will address the committee
from the podium for a specified duration of time. After their speech, the
delegate may yield the floor to questions, comments, the Chair, or another
delegate, in the case that the delegate has left over time.

A motion to open the speaker's list will be of the form:
    Motion to open the General Speaker's List to discuss the

agenda________.

When the Speaker's List is opened, delegates are enlisted by show of placards.
Delegates may add their name to the list by submitting a written request to the
Dais.

Starting of Caucus
A caucus is a discussion that occurs when formal debate by the means of the
General Speaker's List is suspended.

1.
During a moderated caucus, delegates debate on specific topics related to the
agenda while in their seats and when recognised by the chair. 



A motion to start a moderated caucus is as follows:
Motion to start a moderated caucus on the topic _____for a total

time of _____ minutes, allotting _____minutes per speaker.

     2. Unmoderated Caucus
During an unmoderated caucus, delegates are permitted to leave their seats
and discuss matters with other delegates in a less formal setting. A motion to
start an unmoderated caucus is as follows:

Motion to start an unmoderated caucus for a period of _____
minutes.

A motion to extend a caucus is raised as follows:
Motion to extend the un/ moderated caucus by _____ minutes.

Round Robin

A round robin allows all delegates in committee to give their views on a
particular topic within a specific amount of time. This allows the committee to
know the stance of every delegate. A motion to begin a round robin is:
Motion to begin a round robin to discuss the stance of committee on the

subject _____ allotting _____ seconds/ minutes per speaker.



Parliamentary Points
Parliamentary points may be made after declaration by the delegate and
recognition by the Chair.

   1. Point of Order
A point of order may be raised by a delegate when another delegate in
committee has a factual inaccuracy or logical fallacy in their statement. A
point of order may not interrupt a speech. A point of order cannot be raised on
a point of order.

   2. Point of Information
During substantive debate, a delegate may question a speaker by rising to a
point of information. Questions must be directed through the Chair and made
only after the speaker has concluded their remarks.

   3. Point of Parliamentary Inquiry
If there is no speaker on the floor, a delegate may rise to a point of
parliamentary inquiry, requesting for clarification on rules of procedure.

   4. Point of Personal Privilege
A point of personal privilege may be raised by a delegate, even if it interrupts a
speaker, regarding their personal comfort. 
e.g. The speaker is not audible.
                  The temperature needs to be adjusted.
                  Requesting the Dais to redisplay material on the screen.



Sponsors

RESOLUTIONS

Note: This section ('Resolutions') is applicable to both crisis and non-crisis
Committees.

Working Paper
A working paper is a rough version of possible solutions that the committee
should take up to solve the issue at hand. It does not have a specific format.

Resolution
The final results of the discussion and negotiation are resolutions. A resolution is
a written suggestion for addressing a specific problem or issue. Delegates
draft a resolution or multiple resolutions, which are then voted upon. A simple
majority is necessary for a resolution to pass. Resolution drafting and voting
procedure is described in later sections. 

Draft Resolution
Documents submitted to the Dais in proper resolution format will be considered
as a draft resolution. The proper format for resolutions is outlined in further
sections of the Handbook.

Terms pertaining to Resolutions

1.
Sponsors are delegates who completely agree with all clauses of the resolution
and support it fully. They must vote in favour of the resolution when it is voted
upon. Sponsors of one resolution cannot be sponsors or signatories to another
resolution. The recommended number of sponsors to a resolution is two.



   2. Signatories
A signatory neither agrees nor disagrees completely with the resolution in
question, and feels the need for the committee to deliberate on it. A delegate
may choose to be a signatory for more than one resolution.

   3. Preambulatory Clauses
Preambulatory clauses describe the recent history of the situation the resolution
attempts to solve, and the issue as it currently exists.

   4. Operative Clauses
Operative clauses include actions or recommendations which will solve the
problem. They deal with the committee's suggested action on the issue.

Format of a Resolution

Resolution Number:  (Leave blank, to be filled by Dais)

Committee Name:    (Enter committee name)

Agenda:            (Enter agenda that the resolution deals with)

Sponsors:                      (Official names of countries/portfolios)

Signatories:                   (Official names of countries/portfolios)

Preambulatory clauses,       (With the clauses italicised. End with a    .   
 comma)

More preambulatory clauses,   (End with a comma.)



 Operative Clause 1; (With the clauses underlined. End with semi-colon.)
More Operative Clauses;
Last-but-one Operative Clause; and      (Include 'and' after the semi-colon)
Last Operative Clause.                (End with period)

The [Committee Name]:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Sample Resolution



Preambulatory clauses need not be numbered, but must be italicised.
 Preambulatory clauses must end in a comma.
 Operative clauses must be numbed, and must be underlined.
All operative clauses must end in a semi-colon, except the last operative
clause that must end in a period.
. Resolutions must be made in committee. No printed resolutions will be
accepted.
Sponsors and signatories must not violate their foreign policy while putting
their name on a resolution.

Rules for Resolution Drafting
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.



Suggested Preambulatory and Operative Clauses



Introduction of a Draft Resolution
A delegate may make a motion to introduce a draft resolution. Adoption of this
motion is at the Chair's discretion, after which the Chair will invite the sponsors
to read the text of the resolution. The motion to introduce a draft resolution is:

Motion to introduce the draft resolution.

Amendments
Amendments to draft resolutions are the means by which these documents may
be altered or edited by the committee. Amendments can create additions,
deletions or changes to a draft resolution to increase its acceptability.

Amendments may be friendly or unfriendly. Friendly amendments are those
which are approved by the sponsors and are to be added without a vote.
Unfriendly amendments do not receive approval from the sponsors and needs
the approval of one-fifth of the committee in order for it to be added to the
draft resolution.

Non-substantative amendments, e.g. correcting errors in spelling, grammar or
format, are incorporated without a vote.

Voting Procedure
The committee shall vote on the draft resolutions in the order in which they
have been submitted to the Dais. After the Chair has announced the beginning
of voting procedure, no delegate may enter or leave the committee room.
Logistics is not accessible to delegates during voting procedure.
Each delegate shall have one vote. Delegates must vote "yes", "no", or can
abstain from voting (only those delegates whose voting status is 'Present'). If
the draft resolution is accepted by a simple majority, it is said to have passed.



Adjournment of Session
Once voting on draft resolutions has finished, the Chair shall declare the end of
voting procedure. If all topics have been exhausted, the Chair may entertain a
motion to adjourn the session, which is of the form:

Motion to adjourn session.

ACCESSORY RULES OF PROCEDURE
Note: This section ('Accessory Rules of Procedure') is applicable only to crisis
committees and in times of crisis

Crisis Committees
Crisis committees generally do not have a preset agenda. They rely on debate
on crises (plural of 'crisis') that are introduced during the course of the
conference.
Crisis committees tend to be more informal than non-crisis committees.
However, parliamentary procedure remains the same to a certain extent. Refer
to previous sections for general rules of procedure.
Delegates may be given a hint of the situation through the committee's
background guide. Delegates are expected to act strictly on the mindset of
their country / portfolio and not deviate from their existential policies.

Crisis Updates
Updates on the emerging crisis are introduced through crisis updates.
Delegates have the opportunity to raise points of information (described in an
earlier section), in order to further educate themselves and understand the
crisis at hand.



Actions
In crisis committees, action is taken through directives. Notes are used to
communicate between delegates when the committee proceeds.

Portfolio actions are used to take actions that is within the authority of the
committee, country or portfolio. The actions are sent via chit to the Dais, upon
which the delegate will receive a reply.

If the action is outside the delegate's purview, it may be rejected. If the action
is approved by the Dais, the response will either provide the delegate with
some requested information or indicate that their action has been put into
effect. These actions may be amended
The following are the actions that delegates can take in crisis committees:

   1. Directives
Directives are portfolio actions that are debated on and passed by a simple
majority of the committee as a whole. Directives must be extensively detailed in
order for it to be passed. Directives are mainly of three types:
(i) Personal - Actions within the purview of a delegate. May be secretive
(Secret Directive) or not.
(ii) Joint - Actions which are done jointly by more than one delegate.
(iii) Committee - Actions which are undertaken by the committee as a whole. A
committee directive is introduced by raising:

Motion to introduce the committee directive.



Example:

Press Releases
Press releases are used to disseminate information to the public via the
media. The delegates will have to decide what information to release and
what to keep confidential. Press releases can be used to describe the
actions taken by the delegate or committee, to the public. A press release
can be made by raising:

Motion to make a press release.

Example:



   3. Communiqués
They are letters or messages from a delegate or a group of delegates to
another entity or individual, dictating actions that should be taken. These are
primarily used to communicate directly with foreign governments, delegates in
other committees if necessary, or individuals outside the conference, i.e. are
not part of any committee, but exist in reality. They may be sent by the
committee as a whole and are then required to be voted upon.

Example:

Dividing the Committee
If more than one-third of the committee abstain from voting on a very
important or controversial directive/ communiqué, a motion can be
introduced to 'divide the committee'. It is introduced as follows:

Motion to divide the committee.

If more than one-third of the committee had abstained during the vote, the
motion to divide the committee automatically passes. Voting is now
conducted on the directive/ communiqué without the provision to abstain
from voting, i.e. delegates cannot abstain.



Opening of 
Session

Declaring War
War can be waged by introducing a declaration of war, which needs to specify
the combatant parties, reason for declaration of war, location of confrontation,
duration of the war and a brief description of how the war will be waged. A
motion to introduce such a declaration is as follows:
Motion to introduce declaration of war.

FLOW OF DEBATE

Non-Crisis Committee:

Roll Call General
Speaker's List

Draft resolution
is made and
submitted

Unmoderated
Caucuses after
crucial debate

Moderated
Caucuses on

specific topics

Submission of
Amendments

Voting on draft
resolutions

Adjournment of
Session



Opening of
Session

Crisis Committee:

Roll Call

Moderated
Caucus on

Crisis
update

Delegates
submit

directives

Amendment
to directives

Voting on
directives

Session is
adjourned

Crisis
occurs


