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1880’s 12 million people entered the U.S.    

Progressive movement begins in 1880’s 

“Cathedral of Humanity” a collection of 
reformers who served the underserved, and 
addressed civic and state legislation.   

Funding dominated by the private sector, some
local taxes.   

Upton Sinclair’s transformative book, “The
Jungle” is released. 

Jane Addams Hull House a progressive social
settlement aimed at reducing poverty by 
providing social services and education to
working class immigrants and laborers.

The goal was to bring the rich and the poor in 
close physical proximity in an attempt to bring
social interconnectedness.
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Theodore Roosevelt 
(1901-1909) 

Square deal 

Conservation of natural resources
Controlling corporations and business 
Developing consumer and employment
protections.

William Taft 
(1909-1913) 

He continued the anti-trust work of Roosevelt.

Woodrow Wilson 
(1913-1921)

Wilson branded the Democratic party as the party
of reform; creating polices that improved the
quality of individual lives. 

The 16th Amendment created the Federal income
tax, top tax bracket 70%.  

The 18th Amendment Prohibition.

The 19th Amendment gave woman the right to vote.

Expanded government with regulations.
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The GOP controls the White House and congress (1922-
1933)

Warren Harding ran on a platform of returning 
to “normalcy.”

Smaller government (fewer  regulations)

Low taxes (Scientific taxation, tax cuts pay for 
themselves.) 

Significant cuts to government spending 

Anti-immigrant and labor policies 
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Tea Pot Scandal involving a former United States Navy oil reserve in
Wyoming that was secretly leased to a private oil company in 
1921; became symbolic of the scandals of the Harding administration.

Crash of the stock market in 1929.

Run on the banks.

None interventionist government.

Americans languishing.

Hoovervilles. 

First graduate class from the School of Social Service, Chicago 1920
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By 1919, there were 17 schools of social work
affiliated with the Association of Training 
Schools of Professional Social Work.  

The Red Cross and the Army used social 
workers  to treat soldiers for “shell shock” in 
World War I (1914-1928).
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
(1933-1945)

FDR closes banks passes Federal protection on 
money in banks.

Addresses the public with confidence and a plan 
to rebuild. Began Fireside chats.

The first New Deal. Expanded government 
with regulations and federal agencies that would
better protect the citizens.
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Second New Deal Roosevelt 

Improved use of national resources

Security against old age, unemployment and 
illness, and slum clearance. 

National Work Relief program replacing direct 
relief efforts. 

Programs that redistributed wealth, income and 
power in favor of the poor, the old, farmers and 
labor unions.

Bombing of Pearl Harbor by Japanese.

World War Two starts expanded our technology
greater to more efficiency.

FDR authorizes dropping the Atomic bomb, 
ending  World War Two. He passes in a month, 

Truman assumes the presidency. 

America loses its innocence.  
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Jane Hoey, brought national attention to the 
profession of social work as director of the Bureau 
of Public Assistance from 1936 to 1953.

Expansion of government blossomed into
regulatory agencies and services that assisted 
those in need.

Expansion that built this country, began to
create a safety net for the citizens. 

As the country expanded so did the role of the 
social worker. Many aspects of this expansion 
interfaced with  social workers.

Harry Truman
(1945-1953)

Truman shocks everyone and wins the election. 

Continues FDR’s progressive policies. 
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Field of psychology broadens redefines humans as 
being more than their sexual and aggressive 
impulses and unconscious desires.

Social Workers further diversify their role.  

Dwight David "Ike" Eisenhower  
(1953 - 1961)

Continued progressive policies raising taxes to
91% built the interstate highway. 

Supported the development of a Department of
Peace
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy
( January 1961 until his assassination in November 1963)

John  Kennedy  “New Frontier” policies, a bold
vision for America.

Government was further expanded, more 
regulations and a full frontal assault  on poverty.

Community Mental Health Act passed. 1963 
and Kennedy was assassinated within months 
LBJ assumed the presidency. 

Further loss of American innocence. 
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Lyndon “Bird” Johnson 
1963-1969

Expansion of government safety net.  

SSDI.  

Medicare. 

Medicaid. 

Antirecession public works packages. 

Major expansion and infrastructure development. 

Hospitals and libraries.

War on Poverty. 

The farm subsides covered not only crops but the 
resources to run a farm. 

Assassination of Martin Luther King.

Assassination of Malcolm X.

Assassination Robert F. Kennedy.

Civil Rights movement.

Counter culture “hippies” redefined authoritative
relationships.

Vietnam War. 

Country appeared to be coming apart at the 
seams. 
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Richard Nixon 
(1969-1974)

The Kennedy/LBJ administration sparked a large
backlash to government spending and costs of the 

Vietnam War. Lead to large budget deficits. 

Unemployment was low, but interest rates were at 
their highest in 100 years. 

Nixon implemented a series of economic controls to 
combat high interest rates that later created a recession.

He appealed to what he later called the "silent majority" 
of socially conservative Americans who disliked the 
hippie counterculture and the anti-war demonstrators.

Ended the Vietnam war

“New Federalism” Using block grants to fund 
the States giving them local control. 

Created the EPA and OHSA.

Proposed HMO’s to control healthcare costs. 

Pro-equal rights.
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Spiro Agnew resigned due to charges of 
corruption. Gerald Ford replaced him. 

Oil Crisis October 1973-August 1974.

Returning Veterans a beginning opiate crisis.
PTSD seen at new levels.

Woman’s Movement.

Watergate Scandal. 

Nixon resigned. Ford assumed the presidency.
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Social work continues to grow. 

Social workers used in hospitals and other community clinics.

Daytop residential drug treatment begins.

More people are using therapy.  

Social Workers work in various government agencies.

Universities and colleges established the BSW Bachelor
of Social Work  program and created joint degrees with 

other public policy sectors. 

The privatization of social work practices also grew, giving 
social workers greater autonomy and legitimacy.
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Gerald Ford 
(August 1974 to January 1977)

Gerald Ford first person to hold the Vice 
Presidency and Presidency without being elected.

Ford pardons Nixon Many shocked. 

Oil prices quadruple send country into recession.
Country is trying to stabilize after protests war 
and assassinations, resignations.  
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Jimmy Carter 
(1976-1979)

Governor of Georgia Outsider to Washington.

Pardoned Vietnam War Draft Dodgers.

Created Department of Energy and Education.

Installed solar panels on the White House roof.

Iran Hostage crisis.

Recession.

Skyrocketing interest rates.

Stagflation.

Oil Crisis.

End of Progressive Movement.
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Ronald Reagan 
January 1981 – January 1989

Originally FDR democrat.

As president of  Screen Actor’s Guild he was in 
conflict with unions. 

Viewed unions as communist sympathizers.

Thought of Democratic platform as a prelude to
socialism.

Strong figure would restore morality  the country 
supposedly lost over the past two decades. 

Conservatives united on fighting communism.

Lower taxes. 

Larger military.

Government out of people’s lives.

Captured Moral Majority.

Traditional GOP conservatives.

Started the Conservative Movement.
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Attempted mandatory morning prayer and/or moment of 
silence in public schools.

Assassination attempt in first few months of 
Presidency.

Economic platform Reaganomics, Trickle Down.

Incremental tax cuts cutting taxes from 70% to 28%.

Lowered corporate taxes.

Froze the minimum wage at $3.35 an hour. Slashing 
federal assistance to local governments by 60%. 

PATCO strike and firing air traffic controllers August 1981. 
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Retrenchment, the act of retrenching; a cutting down 
or off, as by the reduction of expenses.

Cut Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.

Cut budget for public housing and Section 8
vouchers by 50%.

Got rid of Antipoverty Community Development.

Cut education EPA and relaxed regulations on
many business. 

Implemented  Block Grant program.

Began War on Drugs while withdrawing funds from 
treatment. In 1986, Reagan signed a drug enforcement 
bill that budgeted $1.7 billion  $3.9 to fund the War on
Drugs and specified a mandatory minimum penalty for 

drug offenses.

"Peace through strength" resulted in a record 
peacetime defense buildup including a 40% real 
increase in defense spending.

Gross Domestic Product GDP is the amount 
the government spends, companies spend, how
much imports Vs exports, and personal
consumption. 

During the Reagan administration the GDP
was smaller and our country’s debt became 
larger. 

Individuals’ debt grew. 
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This economic policy leads to retail and food industry 
growing, and everyone spending. Both parents began 
working.  Latch-key kids, increased divorce, and large 
individual debt.
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Capitalism exploded. 
Unions were being dismantled.
The auto industry began moving overseas.
Greed was good.
Savings and loan crisis.
Divorce started becoming the norm. 
Latch-key kids.
Deregulation.
Increased International presence. 
Credit cards became the norm instead of the 
exception. 
Everyone wanted everything the neighbors had.
Cheaper products from overseas entered the scene. 
Managed care began.

Savings and Loan crisis 1986.

Bankers, investor Charles Keating took
advantage of loosened restrictions on banking
investments.  

This process began in 1980 and was notable by 
1986. 
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AIDS crisis began to unfold in the United States in 
1981.

AIDS research was chronically underfunded 
during Reagan's administration, and requests for
more funding by doctors at the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) were routinely denied.
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George H Bush 
(1989– 1993)

Continued the policies of Ronald Reagan.

Invaded Iraq after Iraq invaded Kuwait. It was 
limited war. Saddam Hussien states he is going to 
kill GHB. 

Passed A.D.A (Americans with Disabilities Act)

Citizens were tired of all of the scandals, the
debt load, the widening gap between rich and
poor. 
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William J. Clinton 
(1993–2001)

Governor from the south.

Presented a threat to the GOP.

Baggage from years as a governor. 

Paula Jones. 

Centrist. 

Redesigned democratic party. 
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Expanded the internet.

Tried to pass health care reform.

C.H.I.P.S

Raised taxes upper limit to 39.5%.

Well connected with campaign funding. 

GDP 3.75%

GOP took congress back first time in 40 years at mid-term 
election.

K street. 

Troopergate.

Special Prosecutor assigned.

Whitewater.

Monica Lewinsky.

Impeachment by the house. 

Creation of the new democrat called Neo-liberals.

NAFTA.

HR 4092 - Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act of 1994 - National Key Vote 
“Three Strikes and your out” Violent crime or 
drug-related offenses. 

Don’t ask don’t tell.

D.O.M.A.

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Welfare Reform.

Continued loss of manufacturing.

Dissolution of Glass-Steagall. (Banking reform passed by 
FDR.)
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Social Work continues to grow after slowing  in the 1980’s.

Social Workers get licensed independently.

Private practices grow. 

Managed Care starts to grow. 

The needs of the poor become greater. 

The income division continues to rise although at a slower rate.

Social workers become prolific in the field of social service. 
Costs, standards and competition in education continue to 
rise. So does student debt. 

By the early 2000’s, social workers made up the largest 
percentage of professionals working in the mental health and 
family services fields. 
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George W Bush 
(2001 - 2009)

Contentious election Gore distanced himself
from Clinton.

Supreme Court determines presidential race.

Supreme court becoming conservative. 
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911.

American Citizens traumatized realizing just how vulnerable we are. New 
demonized groups are Muslims and as in the past our friends South of Border.  

War On Terror.

Patriot Act. 

Afghanistan and Iraq war

Development of Homeland Security and ICE.

The National Energy Policy Development Group, Dick Cheney are
fossil fuel executives. Leads to increased Natural Gas production, fracking.

Taxes cuts back to 35% highest bracket.

Expansion of Medicare with prescription benefits.

Further privatization of educational system with Charter Schools. (New Jim Crow.)

No Child Left Behind. 

Katrina. 

Sub-prime mortgage crisis.

Country falls into deep recession.

Non-interventionist policies embraced.
Country is losing 750K jobs monthly.

Significant loss of manufacturing. The economy lost 13 times as 
many manufacturing jobs between 2000 and 2010 than between 
1990 and 2000. Each day since year 2000, America has, on average,
lost 17 manufacturing companies. 

Country weary after 911, wars, lack of regulation lead to financial crisis in 2008.
More debt both government and individual. People are ready for a change.  
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Social workers flee to private practice as 
performing social work under CORPORATE 
AMERICA untenable.

Workload in agencies has everyone doing the
jobs of three people, serving very high need 
clients. 

Social workers are feeling increasingly burnt 
out. 

Questioning why they choose this field. 
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Barack Obama 
(2009 – 2017)

Ran on platform of hope, change and revitalizing civic 
engagement. He underestimated the 
partisanship and fear in Washington. 
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Labeled as “Other” communist, socialist, community 
organizer, not born in this country, Muslim 
sympathizer, weak “far left.”

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) Stimulus 
package that stopped the country from hemorrhaging jobs. 

Congress controlled by democrats but 60 vote threshold 
demanded on some legislation. 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, also 
known as Affordable Care Act (ACA) Quickly tagged as 
Obamacare, passed March 23, 2010.

Increased Pell grants yearly allowance. 

Brought relief to student loan by shortening terms, and debt relief. 

Killed Osama Bid Laden. 

Ended war in Iraq after they told us to leave. 

Mended International relationships.

Tea Party was created. 

Strong rebellion to the A.C.A. 

Mid-terms elections Obama loses control of  
congress.

Congress and country grind to a halt. Partisanship
hits an all time high. 

Sentiment expressed by the potential new Speaker 
of the house and Senate majority days before the 
mid-term election. 

John Boehner; in term of  Obama’s agenda:
“We're going to do everything — and I mean 
everything we can do — to kill it, stop it, slow it
down, whatever we can.”

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
summed up his plan to National Journal: “The 
single most important thing we want to achieve is 
for President Obama to be a one-term president.” 
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