THE ‘GOOD-MAN’ MEETS THE GOD-MAN
Mark 10.17ff                                                                                                           11-2-25am,  QBC

I called this one “The ‘Good-Man’ Meets the God-Man.”  We know that Jesus is the God-Man.  But here’s a question for you  —  What makes a ‘good man’ good??
 
I know that is pretty deep to just jump into at the get-go.  Sorry.  There have been times when people thought that wealth indicated blessing.  So, by that standard, a wealthy man must be a good man.  Hhhmmm.
 
At some times and in some places, to be powerful is an indication of divine approval or blessing.  To be in a position of authority is to be blessed.  So, by that standard, a ruler would be a good man.
 
The guy in our story is a rich young ruler.  On top of that, he is religious.  How do I know? “For the Bible tells me so.”   He knows and observes the commandments of God laid out in the Old Testament.  Mark records how he says he has been following the commandments all his life.   If we compare the first three gospels, the synoptic gospels, we find that he is a rich young ruler.  All three, Matthew, Mark and Luke tell us that he is rich.  Matthew reveals that he is ‘young.’  Luke indicates that he is a “ruler.”  So, by the standards we mentioned a minute ago, he must be a good man.  He must be blessed by God.  He must be fulfilled, right?  Apparently not.  He feels something is missing.  That is why he comes to Jesus.  He wants to find out how to fill up what is missing.  His investigation leads Him to Jesus.
 
Let’s look in our Bibles and see what happens when The “Good-Man” Meets the God-Man.  We will line out our thoughts under ten words.  The words are : Investigation,  Interruption,  Introduction,  Inquiry,  Information,   Indication, Inspection,  Instructions,  Indiscretion and  Invitation.  Ready?  Here we go!
 
I.  We just considered this man’s investigation.
 
II. Interruption  - 17a
	As He was setting out on a journey
 
Where is Jesus headed?  He is on His way to Jerusalem.   He is heading toward the cross.  That has always been His destination.  You might say Jesus has been “wearing a cross” His entire life.
 
	A man comes to him.  The Bible says he :
 
	A.  Ran up
 
	B.  Knelt down
 
	C.  Asked Him
	
III. Introduction  - 17b
 
IV.  Inquiry  - 17c
	What must I do to inherit eternal life
 
	A.  Asks about the right thing
	
	B.  Assumes the wrong thing
 
		1.  What must I do?
		2.  Jesus is on his way to do what needs to be done.
	
V.  Information  - 18-19
 
	A.  Six commandments dealing with people.
 
	B. One person with whom he needs to deal—himself
 
VI.  Indication  - 20
	I have kept all these from my youth
		REALLY??!!??
 
Rule-keeping left him feeling that something was missing.  He thought that he needed to ‘do something’ to  find fulfillment.  So, he comes and asks Jesus.
 
VII.  Inspection  - 21a
 
A. Jesus looked at Him

The word is emblepō (ἐμβλεπω) “to fix the eyes for a moment on an object.” It speaks of a characteristically searching gaze turned on an individual.  When Jesus looks, He sees EVERYTHING.
 
	B.  Jesus loved Him
	
	What else needs to be said??!!??
 
	C.  Jesus lacked him  - you lack one thing
 
VIII.  Instructions  - 21b
 
	A.  Go
 
	B.  Sell all you have
 
	C.  Give to the poor
 
These instructions are for this man.  To deal with his issues.  The Lord deals with us 
according to our history, our needs and our personalities.  This man needed to let go of stuff.  
 
		He needs to change on the inside.  Change— sounds like repentance, doesn’t it?
 
	D.  Come and follow Me
 
		1.  Let go of what has a hold of you.  
		2.  Take hold of Me.
 
· He was focused on the sweet here and now.
· He was fixed on having his stuff.
· He was fond of being “a first one”  - an archon—a ruler.
 
Entertainer Billie Eilish wants billionaires to donate more.  As the Grammy and Oscar winner accepted the music award at this year's WSJ Magazine Innovator Awards on Wednesday night, she urged the ultra-wealthy to address more of the world's issues.  "We're in a time right now where the world is really, really bad and really dark and people need empathy and help more than, kind of, ever, especially in our country," Eilish said to an audience that included Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg and his wife Priscilla Chan, as well as "Star Wars" creator George Lucas. "I'd say if you have money, it would be great to use it for good things, maybe give it to some people that need it."
 
Eilish goes on to suggest tsome things that  might be done with such donations.  I pretty much disagree with her suggestions, but the idea of extremely well-off folks giving to help others is good.  Looks like folks haven’t changed much in the last 2,000 years.
 
IX.  Indiscretion  - 22
	
	A.  He was dismayed 						Clouded up
	
	B.  And he went away 						Counter-acted
 
	C.  Grieving								Crushed
 
	D.  Because he had many possessions	Couldn’t let go
 
X.  Invitation
 
· This man was on the right street—He was coming to Jesus
· He was on the right subject—Eternal life
· He takes the right stance—He kneels before Jesus
· He comes to the right source—Jesus
 
He was wealthy, powerful and religious.  But he lacked one thing.
 
· He didn’t surrender to Jesus.
· He didn’t obey His call.
· He didn’t take Jesus at His word.
· He didn’t follow Jesus as a disciple.
· He came lacking and he left grieving.  How sad.
 
What about you??  What about us??
Do sense a lack in your life?  Is something missing?  Do you yearn for more?  Is there a need?  Is there a restlessness?  Is there frustration.  Are you lonely.  Are you empty?
 
· Will you come to Jesus?
· Will you kneel before Him?
· Will you obey His word?
· Will you follow Him in simple trust?
	
ONLY the God-Man can make us into a good man.  We must take Him at His word, committing our entire being, heart and soul, completely to Him.  Have you done that?  If He is calling you, respond right now.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

