House of Prayer
Mark 11.15-20                                                                                                          5-3-26am,  QBC

There used to be a game show  called “To Tell the Truth.”
 
Four celebrity panelists were presented with three contestants, all claiming to be the subject of a story read aloud by the host. The announcer typically introduces all three contestants by asking them, "What is your name, please?" After this, all three in turn give the name of the story's subject.  The celebrity panel then asks questions of the three contestants in an attempt to determine which is actually the subject.  After questioning is complete, each member of the panel votes on which of the challengers he or she believes to be the central character, typically by holding up a card with the number of the contestant whom they believe is the true subject.   Once the votes are counted, the host asks, "Will the real [person's name] please stand up?"  The central character then stands, often after some brief playful feinting and false starts among all three challengers. 
 
If we were doing ‘To Tell the Truth,’ and the subject was Jesus, could we pick out the REAL Jesus?  We form a mental caricature of Jesus.  We all do this.  The issue that concerns us this morning is how close is our mental picture to the REAL Jesus?  
 
I have a book entitled What Made Jesus Mad?  I bought it because of the engaging title.  Kyle Idleman is a friend of the author and wrote the foreword to the book, written by pastor Tim Harlow.  Idleman wrote, “I grew up learning about Jesus.  But I wasn’t introduced to the Jesus you’ll get to know in this book.  Instead, I was told about the flannelgraph Jesus. (You remember flannel graphs, right?  Pictures were stuck on to a flannel board as Bible stories were told, as a tool to keep kids interested.)  Flannelgraph Jesus is a favorite of the American church because He is soft and controllable.  Flannelgraph Jesus doesn’t get mad or say things that make you cringe” (Foreword, p xiii).
 
Somebody said that a preacher’s job is to comfort the afflicted and to afflict the comfortable.  That is very true.  We can say the same about Jesus.  We saw that “He went about doing good.”  We might also say that he went about afflicting the comfortable and comforting the afflicted.

That flannelgraph Jesus is an unfortunate caricature.  The milk-toast-Jesus-meek-and-mild that some folks picture in their head is a gross misunderstanding.   First, Jesus was God-in-the-flesh. He was and is the God-Man.  Second, He spent His first 30 years growing up and being a carpenter in the hard-scrabble setting of Nazareth.   He was a no-power-tools carpenter.  He had rough hammers and saws.  He couldn’t call up Lowes and have some lumber delivered to Joe & Sons Carpentry, Inc.  He had to cut his own trees, rip His own boards and finished everything by hand.  My point?  Jesus wasn’t a wimp.  He was a man’s man, even tho I doubt that He wore skin-tight tank tops to show off His muscles.
 
In our passage today, Jesus got mad.  He expressed righteous indignation.  He addressed a real problem.  Tim Harlow was right when he said in his book that “in every scriptural instance where Jesus expresses anger — the rawest of all emotions — this is the match that lit His fuse : Do not get in the way of God’s love” (Intro, xix).  Harlow asks, “What made Jesus cringe?”  His answer it right on point.  Harlow says, “Religious phonies, arrogant judges, unjust legalists and hypocrites” are  what makes Jesus cringe (Intro, xxii).  Jesus addresses a religious problem inside the very Temple in Jerusalem.
 
Let us unpack this story and see what the Lord has for us today.  Notice first of all, Jesus Christ—Man of Action!  Note the verbs as I read verse 15—17a (Ah, YES, some good ole gospel grammar!!).
Did you note :
	Came to Jerusalem
Went into the temple
	Began to throw out
	Overturned the tables
	Would not permit
	He was teaching them
 
I assure you there is NO accident here.  Jesus did NOTHING by happen-stance.  Jesus was intentional about what He was doing.

1.  Jesus Christ : Man of Action   (Mk 11.15-17a)
	
	A.  Travelled into the temple
		Went into the temple
 
	B.  Threw out
		Began to throw out
 
	C.  Turned over the tables and chairs
		Overturned the tables … and the chairs

	D.  Track –through was curtailed
		Would not permit anyone to carry-through
		They were using the hallowed ground of the holy temple as a short-cut
 
	E.  Taught them up
		He was teaching them
 
2.  Jesus Christ : Man of Admonishing   (17b)
 
	A.  House of prayer
		Quote from Isaiah 56.7
		Isaiah is jacking-up Isarael for not respecting the temple and what it means.
 			See 3-8
	It is talking about ‘foreigners’ - people NOT descended from Abraham  - people from the nations who come to the Lord.
		The Lord says that He will give them an everlasting name “in my house”

The Lord takes note of the marginalized folks.  He includes them, if they will come.  He has a place for them.  He welcomes them.
 
This place where Jesus did His house cleaning is called ‘The Court of the Gentiles.’  It is the ONLY place in the temple 	where people NOT descended from Abraham could pray and worship.  It is the place for people-not-descended-from-Abraham to worship.
 
Selling the animals was not wrong in itself.  It was supposed to be helpful.  Making the change from home-land currency to currency acceptable for the Temple was not wrong in itself.  It was supposed to be a service.

			Turning these two services into a ‘racket’ is what was wrong.
Depriving the people of the nations of a place to worship and pray was a MAJOR problem.
 
The Court of the Nations was where non-Israelites could :
		1.  Communicate with God
		2.  Commune with God
		3.  Consecrate to God
 
 
	B.  Hideout for robbers
Quote from Jer 7.  Jeremiah is giving God’s people a piece of his prophetic mind.  The Lord is tired of their laxity and disrespect for Him and His house.  He also addresses abusing the weaker people of society  - the widows and orphans and aliens.
 
The temple had become a hideout for these shady dealers.  It was safe place where they could conduct their shady dealings.
 
Jesus did not play around.  He was incensed at the disregard for His Father’s house.  He was put out with them for squeezing the people from the nations out of their place to worship.
 
Jesus saw that they were using the things of God as a way to enrich themselves.  The temple keepers were ‘called-out’ as users and robbers.  Jesus dumped their tables.  He spilled their stacks of coins.  He chased away their special animals.  He ran them out of the court of the nations.  He acted on His righteous indignation.
 
We need to be careful that we do not ‘get in the way’ of people trying to worship and serve the Lord.  God’s house is a house of  prayer.  It is house of prayer for people from every ethnicity who will come to Him in simple faith.
 
We need to make sure that we are not encouraging and facilitating folks ‘using’ religion and the things of God to enrich themselves.
 
Mark has this thing that he does that is like making a sandwich.  He starts talking about one thing.  Then he talks about a second thing.  Then he comes back and talks about the first thing again.  The cleansing of the temple is the second thing in this section.  Look at 11.12-14.  This is about an unfruitful fig tree.  This is the first thing.  Then, in 15-19 Mark reports the cleansing of the temple, the second thing.  Next, in 11.20-21, he comes back to the fig tree, the first thing.  
 
This arrangement is a literary tool that Mark uses to show that the three portions are related.  Unfruitfulness is related to lax religious practices and disrespect for the word, will and ways of the Lord.  Everything leafy and lush isn’t fruitful.  Appearances without reality are not what God is after.  He is after what is REAL.  If it is not real, it is as unfruitful as the fig tree.  If we are getting in the way of others who are trying to worship, that is not fruitful.  If we are using and abusing the Lord’s religious ‘things,’ He may just turn the tables on us.

Are we after the REAL Jesus?  Are we REAL disciples?  Are we making it easier for others to get to Jesus, or are we making it harder?
 
Are you saved and do you know it; are you saved and do you show it?
 
