2 STICKS + 3 NAILS =  4-GIVEN
John 3.14-21                                                                                                                         10-4-26am,  QBC

 OnlyFans content creator Sophie Rains was interviewed by Bryce Crawford.  Near the end of the interview, Crawford asked a question he asks every guest.  "On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being absolutely certain and 1 not confident at all, how confident are you that if you died right now, you'd go to heaven?"
 
"I'd say about a 7," Rain replied. "I think I could be doing a lot more in my life, giving back more and clearly vocalizing more about God."  "I'm not a perfect Christian. I don't think there is such a thing as a perfect Christian, but I could obviously be a better one," 
( https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/celebrity/articles/sophie-rain-rates-her-chances-114627309.html )
 
Jesus did not die on the cross to provide a 70% chance of making it to heaven.  Jesus came to seek and to save the lost.  Jesus came that we might have life and have it more abundantly.  Jesus came so that people like us could have everlasting life.
 
As we continue to explore STiCKs and SToNEs of the Bible, we come this morning to the most famous sticks of all time.  The cross upon which Jesus died for the sins of the world was constructed of  two pieces of wood.  Those two pieces of wood are surely the most famous sticks in all of 
history, as well as the most important.
 
Jesus is speaking with Nicodemus, a Jewish leader well versed in scripture.  Jesus points back to an historical event from Israel’s past to help explain salvation to Nic.  Then, he looks ahead to His own crucifixion as an application of the analogy.  We will examine this passage under three headings : Picture, Purpose and Plan.  Let’s jump in.
 
I. PICTURE   (14)
 
Notice the phrase “just as.”  This sets up an analogy.  We have a picture.  Jesus uses a picture from history to explain salvation to Nic.
 
	A.  THE PROBLEM
		The problem is sin.  The people of Israel have rebelled against the Lord.
 
		The Lord sends poisonous snakes.  The snakes bite people and they die.
 
		The people cry out to Moses and Mo intercedes.
 
	B.  THE PLAN
The Lord gives Moses a plan.  Now, this is one of those ‘God-plans.’  It is ‘out there.’  The Lord tells Mo to make an image, a likeness of a snake.  Mo is to mount it on a pole.  
 
	C.  THE PROMISE
The Lord promises that whoever looks to the ‘snake-on-a-stick will be saved/healed.  That’s the plan and the promise.  See, I told you it was one of those ‘God-plans.’
 
Now there is something else that is not explicit in the text, but it is implicit.  It doesn’t say that Mo told the people the plan and the promise.  It doesn’t say that the Lord told the people the plan and the promise.  But SOMEBODY had to tell them.
 
	D.  THE PROOF
Whoever was bitten and looked to the snake on the stick was saved.  They were healed.  They took God at His word.  They looked and they lived.
 
That is not all.  This is the historical event that Jesus reminds Nic of.  “Just as … so …” - do you see that in verse 14?  “So”?  So what?  Good question!  “So the Son of Man must be lifted up.”
 
“Lifted up” is a thing in John.  It is an idea we need to note and understand.  We see it in 3 other places :
	8.28  -	 	… when you have lifted up the Son of Man …
	12.32 -		… if I be lifted up …
	12.34 -		… Son must be lifted up …
Lifting up picture the death Jesus would die (Jn 12.33).  John wants us to see that what Jesus is going to do is like what Mo did.  It is part of the God-plan.  We can see the same 4 elements in the death of Jesus as in the snake-on-a-stick incident.

	THE PROBLEM
The problem is that people are perishing (16).  The ‘world’ needs saving.  Unbelievers are ‘condemned.’  That means they are guilty and sentenced to death.
 
	The wages of sin is death.
 
	THE PLAN
The plan is that the Son of Man ‘must’ be lifted up.  “Must” is a word that means something is necessary.  In this case it is a divine necessity.  It is part of the God-plan.
 
The Son of Man, the Son of God must be lifted up so that people can have eternal life.  So that they might not perish.  So that they may escape condemnation and death.  “God sent His Son into the world … to save” (17).
 
	THE PROMISE
	The promise is that “everyone who believes in Him will not 
	perish, but have eternal life” (16).
 
Again, it is not stated in the text, but it is obvious.  Somebody has to tell people.  We have to tell people that Jesus saves.  Paul put it this way, “This is the message of faith that we proclaim: 9 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, Everyone who believes on him will not be put to shame, 12 since there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, because the same Lord of all richly blesses all who call on him. 13 For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  14 How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how can they believe without hearing about him? And how can they hear without a preacher? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news. 16 But not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed our message? 17 So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message about Christ” (Rom 10:8-17).
 
THE PROOF
The proof is that we are here today.  It is a matter of faith.  It is knowing that what he Bible says is TRUE.  It is being confident that Jesus is real.  It is accepting that Jesus is the Son of God come into this world to seek and to save and to give life to people who are lost.
 
Whoever looks to Jesus will be saved.
 
II. PURPOSE
Salvation.  That is the purpose of the God-plan.  The purpose is that lost, condemned people might be saved.
 
III. PLAN
The plan is that the Son of Man ‘must’ be lifted up.  “Must” is a word that means something is necessary.  In this case it is a divine necessity.  It is part of the God-plan.  Jesus is lifted up on the cross.  Jesus is lifted up in witness.  Whoever looks to Jesus will be saved.
 
The Son of Man, the Son of God must be lifted up so that people can have eternal life.  So that they might not perish.  So that they may escape condemnation and death.  “God sent His Son into the world … to save” (17).
 
On the cross, with 2 sticks and 3 nails, Jesus made it so that we can be 4-given.  Crazy, right?  That is the God-plan.  The Bible says, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 16 For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him” (Jn 3:14-17).  That is good news.  That is THE good news.
 
Jesus didn’t come so we can be, oh, maybe 70 percent sure we are saved.  Jesus came to save us and so that we can KNOW that we are saved.  In another place John wrote, “I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 Jn 5:13).  We must point people to Jesus, so they can look to Him and live!
 
· Are you saved and do you know it?
· Are you saved and do you show it?
· Are you telling people that Jesus saves?
· Are you pointing people to Jesus with your life and your lips?
 
 
 
 
 

