THANKSLIVING
Heb 13.15                                                                                                                11-30-25am,  QBC                                          

McGee said, “My friend, if Christianity does not walk in shoe leather it is no good at all. The Lord Jesus is up yonder at the right hand of God—that is where He is as Head of the church—but His feet are down here right where the rubber meets the road. He wants Christianity to be in shoe leather, and He would like to walk in your shoes.  J Vernon McGee was the long-time teacher on Thru the Bible Radio.  The recordings are still being broadcast. 	He is exactly right.  
 
Living out our Christianity is what our text is all about.  That is where the rubber meets the road. Someone said that every word of this verse is worthy of examination.  Wait a minute, I said that, just last week.  Now, here we are, and that is just what we are going to do.  We are going to consider every word of Hebrews 13.15, and few other words as well.
 
The big idea of this morning’s message is, Thanksgiving is a way of life; Thanks-Giving is Thanks-Living.  We will line up our thoughts behind seven words : Perspective, Priest, Participation, Presentation, Personality, Proxy and Praise.
 
 I.  PERSPECTIVE
	“Therefore”
 
	See v 14  -  Contrast—no city here  - we seek one to come
	Look at Heb 11.  Start with v 8  - “He was looking for a city”	
	Even in the promised Land, we wasn’t really ‘home.’
		Ab was looking for a city  that has foundations
			Think of the New Jer  - Rev 21.9-14  - has 12 foundations
		Ab was looking for a city whose architect and builder is God
	13.14 says that here we have no enduring city, but we  seek the one to come
We have no abiding city now, but we have an abiding Savior.  That is why our thanksgiving is continuous.  It is Thanks-Living.
 
	Like the old song says, “This world is not my home.”  We are just passing through.  We are pilgrims on a journey to heaven.

What was Lot’s problem at Sodom?  Sodom was a notoriously wicked place, yet he chose to live there.  He settled down in Sodom.  Soon he moved inside the city, and Sodom slowly moved into Lot.  Lot is the poster-child for back-sliding.
 
Therefore, points us back, so that we can get the proper perspective.  
 
II.  PRIEST
	Through Him …
	
Jesus is our Priest.  He is the One and Only.  He is the Great High 	Priest.  He is the better priesthood.  We do not go through a system.  We go to a Savior.
 
				Motivates
	Jesus		Enables	  	our sacrifice
				Accepts
 
III. PARTICIPATION
	Let us …

We are the specified participants.  We are “us.”   We are the children of God.  	We are citizens of the city to come.
 
	Have YOU been born again?
	The Romans Road tells us about salvation . . .
 
IV.  PRESENTATION
	continually offer up a sacrifice …
 
	Our presentation is continuous  - offer up is Pres Act Subjunctive :
· Present means continuous
· Active means that we do it  - we are the actors,  - we are active
· Subjunctive means there is an “if”  - it is not for sure  - it de	pends upon something.  It depends upon US.  We have to decide and do it.
 
Continually is literally “through all”  - It means all the time.  It means in all circumstances.  It means continually.
 
We have looked at  Perspective, Priest,  Participation, Presentation.  Now we will see . . .
 
V. PERSONALITY
	to God …
 
He is the object of our worship.  He is the target of our praise and 	thanksgiving.   He is the personality to Whom we direct and offer our worship, thanks and praise.
 
Our laser-focus should be on Him.  He is our Lord, our Leader, our 	Light.  He makes His home in us.  He will never move out.
 
VI.  PROXY 
	a sacrifice of praise ...
 
	The sacrifice is our proxy.  It is by us.  It is for us.  It is us.
 


VII.  PRAISE
	Praise ...
 
	Praise and thanks = an attitude of gratitude.
It is both attitude AND action.  It is a way of life.  It is continuous.  It is all the time.  It is in every circumstance.  It is Thanks-Living
 
The Psalmist records that God says, “Offer a thanksgiving sacrifice to God, and pay your vows to the Most High. 15 Call on me in a day of trouble; I will rescue you, and you will honor me” (Psalms 50:14-15).
 
We have a spiritual altar at which we offer up our spiritual sacrifice of praise.  Look at 13.10.  The author mentions “outside the camp.”  There is this whole contrast of the old and the new  --  Outside and inside  —  Now and not yet  —  No city here, but a city to come.
 
Jesus was never an “insider.”  He was actually a subversive.  He was challenging the status quo.  He said, “You have heard it said, but I say unto you …”  Jesus was an outsider.  We are challenged to “go to Him outside the camp” (13.13).   We will be outsiders, too.  Following Jesus will make us ‘different.’  We go to Him.  We go “outside.”
 
We cannot settle down in this world.  This world is not our home.  If we settle down in this world, this world will soon start to settle into us.  We will be outside :
· V 11  - outside the camp
· V12  - outside the gate
· V13  - outside the camp
 
Let us go to Him and continuously offer the sacrifice of praise.
 
Like Ab we are seeking a homeland (11.14).  We “desire a better place — a heavenly one” (11.16).  This world is not our home.  We are citizens of a different Kingdom.  Our citizenship is in heaven.  We cannot get too cozy with this world.  We cannot get too comfortable with the ways of this world.  
 
The Bible says, “God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a place for them”  (16).  That city that we are looking for, that city that is about to come, is real.  It is certain.  It is the place that God has prepared for us.  “Let not your hearts be troubled” Jesus says, “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself, so that where I am, there you may be also” ( Jn 14.1-3).  
 
We have so much to be grateful for.  Thanksgiving is a way of life; Thanks-Giving is Thanks-Living.  We must continuously offer up a sacrifice of praise unto our great God and Father.
 
Are you saved and do you know it.  Are you saved and do you show it?
