FIG LEAVES, FAKE FIRE AND FOOLISH PEOPLE
Prov 11.3                                                                                                                          1-18-26am,  QBC

 Remember Tom T Hall?  That poet and philosopher of country music once wrote, “Me and Jesus got our own thing going.  Me and Jesus got it all worked out.  Me and Jesus got our own thing going.  We don't need anybody to tell us what it's all about.”  Tom T. sang the sentiments of many people.  It goes to show that you can have a bunch of people in agreement and they can still be wrong.
 
Like our text says, “The integrity of the upright guides them, but the perversity of the treacherous destroys them” (Prov 11:3).  “Treacherous” means deceitful, devious, and it comes from the idea of covering something up.  It means “to act treacherously, deceitfully or to deal treacherously.”  It is contrasted with “upright.”  
 
“Upright” is “an adjective meaning straight, just, right. This word can refer to something physical, such as a path (Ps. 107:7; Isa. 26:7), but it more often means right in an ethical or an emotional sense, as agreeable or pleasing.  Examples of this include what is right in God’s eyes.” 
 
The other set of contrasting ideas is “perversity” versus “integrity.”  Perversity means “perversion, deceitfulness. It refers to a distorted and perverse way of life or character.”  On the other extreme is “integrity.”  This means “completeness, fulness, innocence, simplicity.”   Perversity and treachery lead to destruction, as our text affirms.
 
Uprightness and integrity are things valued by the Lord.  Perverseness and treachery are discouraged.  Uprightness and integrity have to do with doing the right thing the right way for the right reason.  How do we know what is right?  Yep --  “The Bible tells me so.”  God’s way is the right way.  His way is the good way.  His way is the best way.
 
In our lives, we find that there is tension between God’s way and ‘my way.’  Sorry Elvis.  Sorry Mr. Sinatra.  “My way” is a formula for DISASTER.  How do I know?  Yep  - “The Bible tells me so.”
 
Look at the story of humanity from the Garden of Eden to Minnesota.  It is a history of bad choices and worse outcomes.  It is in the Bible.  It in history books and it is embedded in our music.

Joe Diffie sang, “Cause and effect, chain of events, All of the chaos makes perfect sense.  When you're spinnin' 'round, things come undone.  Welcome to Earth, third rock from the sun.”  Life on the third rock is characterized by chaos, spinning & coming undone.
 
Country troubadour Tracy Lawrence sang, “Renegades, Rebels and rogues, Eyes of fire, hearts of gold, They ramble till they drop, Gamble till the money runs out.  They'll take any wrong direction,  Cause it's in their blood to know, That all roads lead to another road, For Renegades, rebels and rogues.”  Yep, it’s in our blood to be rebels.
 
Ole Hank musta been right when he said, “It’s a family tradition.”  It is in our blood.  We can trace it all the way back to Adam and Eve.  They did it their way.  We know that story well.  Look where it has gotten us.
 
The Bible says, “​Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, ‘Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?’  2 And the woman said unto the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:  3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.’
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, ‘Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.’  6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.  7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons” (Gen 3:1-7).
 
What happened?  Adam and Eve had ONE RULE  --  one ‘no-no.’  They couldn’t not do it.  They gave in to desire, to temptation.  ALL they had to do was just DO what the Lord SAID.  But they had to ‘do it their way.’  
 
As soon as they did it, they knew that they were naked.  Now the word for “subtle” is related to the word for “naked.”  They have the same Hebrew consonants.  Adam and Eve realized that they were naked. They realized that they had become like the serpent.  Now, most folks believe that the serpent is an alter-ego of the devil.  

How did the devil get to be the devil?  He wanted to ‘do it his way.’  He rebelled against God, and he fell from his lofty position.  Adam and Eve did the EXACT SAME THING!  They rebelled against God, and they fell from their lofty position.  They became like the devil.
 
Their eyes were opened and they realized that they had rebelled.  They became like the serpent.  They fell.  They were put out of the Garden. They started to die.  Folks have been paying the price ever since.
 
But wait, there’s more.  And, nope, it does not get any better.  Verse 7 says, “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.”  They immediately started to try to “fix it.”  That’s what we do.  We try to fix it when we mess up.  We try to cover it up.  Oh, yeah, so, this fig leave business is the first cover up in history.
 
How did THAT go?  Well, it got scratchy, then it got gone.  It didn’t work.  There is no ‘do-it-yourself solution’ for rebellion.  Our efforts are as fig leaves that fall apart and fall away and fall short.  
 
‘My way’ is not the right way.  God’s way is the right way.  ‘My way’ will lead to pain and suffering and loss — EVERY time.  Fig leaves are NOT the answer.
 
Let me show you another tragic story of ‘doing it my way.’  Have you ever heard of Nadab and Abihu?  Their story is Leviticus 10.  That is probably why we are not very familiar with them.  It is hard to plow through Leviticus when we are reading our Bibles.  Here is the story, “Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his own firepan, put fire in it, placed incense on it, and presented unauthorized fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them to do. 2 Then fire came from the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3 Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD has spoken: I will demonstrate my holiness to those who are near me, and I will reveal my glory before all the people” (Lev 10:1-3).
 
Leviticus tells us that when Moses and the people of God dedicated the tabernacle, fire fell from God out of heaven and consumed the sacrifices on the altar (Lev 9.24).  That was the fire of God.  That was holy fire.  There were people who were assigned to feed the holy flame.  Their job was to keep that fire burning, day and night, all the time. 
 
That holy fire was supposed to be used in the prescribed rituals.  These two sons of Aaron “presented unauthorized fire before the Lord” (Lev 10.1).  They did not do what God said, the way He said to do it.  These sons of Aaron showed that they were sons of Adam as well.  They wanted to ‘do it their way.’  They rebelled against the will and ways of the Lord.
 
They brought what I would call “fake fire” before the Lord.  They paid the price.  The Lord takes His word very SERIOUSLY!  Their rebellion brought suffering and loss.  It ALWAYS does.  We are better off to do the Lord’s will the Lord’s way.  We do it not out of fear but out of love and reverence.  We obey out of devotion, not dread.
 
Do you reckon that there are people bringing ‘fake fire’ into the presence of the Lord on THIS Sunday morning??  Reckon there are people just plain ‘faking it’ in ‘church’ this morning??  The results of ‘fake fire’ and ‘faking it’ can be DISASTROUS for us and for others.
 
In case you think I am just cherry-picking some isolated incidents, there are more.  Remember a man named Achan?  When the Israelites conquered Jericho, Achan took some the things that were dedicated to the Lord and hid them in his tent (Josh 7.1ff).  When they went to attack Ai, they were defeated.  Joshua knew there was ‘sin the camp,’  When it was discovered what Achan had done, the hammer fell.  They took Achan, his family, his cattle and killed them and they, as well as all of his possessions, were burned.
 
We see that one man’s  sin affects other people.  One person’s desire to ‘do it my way’ can lead to a broad swath of suffering and pain.
 
Another example is Saul.  God set him apart asking over Israel.  In 1 Sam 15 the Lord tells Saul to fight the Amalekites, defeat them and to kill them and destroy their cattle.  Saul won the battle, but he spared the king and ‘the best’ of the cattle, and the best of everything else.  The Lord rejected Saul as king because He said, “he has turned away from following Me and has not carried put my instructions” (1 Sm 15.11).  Saul ‘did it his way,’ and it cost him.
 
Fig leaves, fake fire and foolish people lead to pain and anguish and suffering and loss.  I can’t ‘do it my way’ and then ask God to bless it.  He expects us to do His will His way.  PERIOD.
 
Uprightness and integrity are things valued by the Lord.  Perverseness and treachery are discouraged.  Uprightness and integrity have to do with doing the right thing the right way for the right reason.  How do we know what is right?  The Lord tells us.  God’s way is the right way.  His way is the good way.  His way is the best way  - all the time, every time.
 
We can’t ‘fake it ‘till we make it’ with the Lord.  He sees through that every time.  He expects us to be real, honest, upright.  He expects integrity in all we do.
 
There is no do-it-yourself kit for righteousness.  We can’t sew together fig leaves or good works or good intentions to cover up our sins and short-comings.  Our ‘fig of the loom’ can’t cover up our ‘falling shorts.’  When we rebel, we become just like the devil himself.   We discover that we are not nearly as subtle as we thought were and that we are standing naked in front the One with Whom we have to do.  
 
That ole devil will sell us a bill of goods.  He will question God.  He will plant seeds of doubt.  He will outright lie.  He will make us think we are stylin’ and profilin’, when in reality we are dressed in ‘the emperor’s new clothes.’  He will encourage us to ignore what the Lord says and ‘do it our way.’
 
The Bible says that “there is a way that seems right to a person, but its end is the way to death” (Prov 14.12).  ‘My way’ leads to pain, suffering, loss and death.  His way is the right way.  ‘My way ends in destruction.’
 
We can’t save ourselves.  We can’t fig-leaf-it into heaven.  We need the covering that the Lord provides.  He provided for Adam and Eve.  He has provided for us thru what Jesus did for us.
We can’t fake our way into heaven.  There is only one way. Jesus IS that way.  There is no other name that saves, except the name of Jesus.  We can’t get saved ‘my way.’  We have to be saved His way.  Jesus is the way.  He is the only way.
 
Are you saved and do you know it?  Are you saved and do you show it?
 
 
 

