THE BIRTH OF THE ETERNAL KING
Luke 1.26—38                                                                                                                  12-6-25am,  QBC

I like sermon titles.  I like them to be interesting, even ‘catchy.’  I am sure I don’t always succeed.  Look at this morning's title.  See anything odd?  Besides me?  
 
If we are talking about a king who is eternal, HOW could he be born?  Good question.  Another good question is WHY would an eternal king be born into THIS world?  Welcome to the world of Johnny’s brain.
 
Christmas is about the The birth of THE King.  We are talking about the birth of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Christmas is about the birth of the Eternal King, the Savior of the world.  Let’s think together on this this morning.
 
1. ENCOUNTERING THE DIVINE PLAN (LUKE 1:26-29)
 
In this section, the angel Gabriel visits Mary in a small town, marking the beginning of an extraordinary journey. Mary’s initial reaction is one of confusion, as she is greeted with words of divine favor. This encounter serves as a reminder that God sees potential where we may see impossibility. At times, God interrupts the mundane with His miraculous plan, inviting us to lean into faith over understanding.
 
In the sixth month  (26)
	it was June, right?   No.  It was the sixth month of Elizabeth’s mirac	ulous pregnancy.
 
The angel Gabriel   
An angel is a messenger; angellos is the Greek word.  Here it is transliterated  - brought over letter for letter, rather than translated.
 
	Gabriel is one of only 3 angels named in the Bible, along with Michael and Lucifer.  
		Gabriel had been sent to Daniel on 2 occasions
1. See Dan 8  -  Gabe was sent to explain a vision that God had given Daniel.  This was a vision that Gabriel said, “refers to the time of the end” (17).
 
2.  Gabe was sent to Dan in chapter 9.  Daniel had been reading Jeremiah and was praying about understanding the meaning of 70 years prescribed for the desolation of Jerusalem (9. 2-			3).
 
	Gabriel is sent bearing messages twice in the NT.
		1. Gabe is sent to Zechariah  (Luk 9.10-19.  He announces the birth of John the Baptist.
		2.  Gabe is sent to Mary to announce the birth of Jesus (our text).
 
Gabriel means “champion of God.”  The extra-biblical book of Enoch calls Gabe an archangel.
 
	Gabriel brings news about ‘big doings.’  Big doings related to the people of God, the fulfilment of prophecy, about salvation and the 	end times. 
 
To a virgin    (27)
	Is 7.14 prophesies about a virgin that shall conceive.
 
Engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David  (27)
	Matthew traces the genealogy of Joseph back to David.
	Mary was also a descendant of David.
	How can there be two genealogies with the Bible having a conflict?
The answer is “Most conservative Bible scholars today take a different view, namely, that Luke is recording Mary’s genealogy and Matthew is recording Joseph’s. Matthew is following the line of Joseph (Jesus’ legal father), through David’s son Solomon, while Luke is following the line of Mary (Jesus’ blood relative), through David’s son Nathan.”     (GotQuestions.org )
 
	Note “house of David.”  We will come back to this!
 
2. HEARING THE DIVINE PROMISE (LUKE 1:30-33)
 
Here, the angel unfolds God’s majestic plan for Mary to become the mother of Jesus, the Savior. This promise instantly extends beyond personal blessing to a universal hope. Mary learns that her child will be called the Son of the Most High, destined for a kingdom that never ends. The extraordinary nature of God’s promises challenges us to trust His vision for our future, even when it surpasses our understanding or dreams.
 
You will conceive and give birth to a son  (31)
 
You will name Him Jesus
 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High  (32)
	Note -  He will be the Son of the Most High
 
The Lord God will give Him the throne of his father, David
	Note the throne of David.
 
He will reign over the house of  Jacob forever  (33)
	Note He will reign forever.
 
And of His kingdom there will be no end
	Note His kingdom will have no end.
We see that Gabriel is telling Mary God’s message.  Luke is recording it for us.  The Lord is telling us that He is sending an Eternal King.  The King will be miraculously conceived and born of a virgin.  
 
His name is Jesus.  Jesus means salvation.  Jesus is the Savior.  His name is literally “Salvation.”
 
3. ACCEPTING THE DIVINE POTENTIAL (LUKE 1:34-38)

The final verses highlight Mary’s response to God’s call. Despite her questions and the unimaginable nature of the angel’s message, she accepts with humility and obedience: “I am the Lord’s servant.” This response is a powerful demonstration of faith and courage. It encourages each of us to say ‘yes’ to God, trusting that His grace will equip us for the journey ahead.
 
How can this be, since I have not had sexual relations with a man?  (34)
	Remember, Gabe was sent to a “virgin”?  (27)
	The answer is “the Holy Spirit … and the power of the Most High”
		The “and“ might translated “even.”
	The answer is  in verse 37  - “For nothing will be impossible with God.”  GOD, that’s how!
 
Therefore the Holy One born of you will be called the Son of God.
	Note “Son of God.”
 
We have looked at the Divine Plan, the Divine Promise and the Divine Potential.  Now let us consider . . .

IV.  UNDERSTANDING THE DIVINE PROVIDENCE
 
All of this is the will of God.  All of this is part of the plan.  This is providence.  How do we understand “divine providence.”
	1.  Open your mind.
	2.  Open your heart.
	3.  Accept what the Bible says.
 
A little children’s song is just as profound as it can be. It says, “The Bible is a treasure book.  It tells how long ago, Christ Jesus came to live on earth, the Father’s love to show.”  Amen and Merry Christmas.
 
Let me show you something the Bible says.  OK, guys.  Pass out those notes, please.  Now I want you to see that this had been spelled out hundreds of years before.  God gave a message to David, King David.  Yep, THAT one.  The message came from God through the prophet Nathan.  I found that it is believed by many King David reigned around 1010 to 970 BC, while Prophet Nathan is believed to have lived approximately from 880 to 790 BC.  Nathan served as a prophet during David's reign and continued into the reign of Solomon, making their timelines overlap significantly during David's kingship.
 
Look at 2 Sam 7.  Start with verse 1 . . .
	David wanted to build a “house for God”  (1-3)
	The Lord gives a message for David to Nathan  (4-16)
 
	The Lord says, “David I appreciate your heart.”  But, “Let Me tell you how it is going to be”
			I will make a great name for you  (9)
			I will designate a place for My people  (10)
 
V.  CELEBRATING THE DIVINE PROVISION
	I will give you rest from your enemies  (11)
 
			The LORD Himself will make a house for you  (11)
				House = 	residence
							Temple
							Family/ descendants
 
			I will raise up… your descendant (seed)  (12)
			I will establish His kingdom
			He will  build My house
			I will establish the throne of His kingdom  (13)
			I will be His father, and He will be my Son  (14)
			Your house and kingdom will endure before Me forever (16)
			Your throne will be established forever
 
Some of this is directly related to David’s son Solomon.  Some of it would be impossible for Solomon to fulfill.  Most scholars see this as pointing to a greater descendant of David  --  the Messiah.  

Gabriel coming to a town in Galilee had been in the making for hundreds of years.  Gabe bringing God’s message to Mary was part of the plan.  It was divine providence.  
 
Commentator Robert Bergen said, “The divine declarations proclaimed here through the prophet Nathan are foundational for seven major New Testament teachings about Jesus: that he is (1) the son of David (cf. Matt 1:1; Acts 13:22–23; Rom 1:3; 2 Tim 2:8; Rev 22:16, etc.); (2) one who would rise from the dead (cf. Acts 2:30; 13:23); (3) the builder of the house for God (cf. John 2:19–22; Heb 3:3–4, etc.); (4) the possessor of a throne (cf. Heb 1:8; Rev 3:21, etc.); (5) the possessor of an eternal kingdom (cf. 1 Cor 15:24–25; Eph 5:5; Heb 1:8; 2 Pet 1:11, etc.); (6) the son of God (cf. Mark 1:1; John 20:31; Acts 9:20; Heb 4:14; Rev 2:18, etc.); and (7) the product of an immaculate conception, since he had God as his father” (cf. Luke 1:32–35) (Bergen, NAC, pp337-8).
 
The Lord knew where Daniel was.  He sent Gabe,  He heard his prayers.  He sent Gabe.  The Lord knew where Zechariah was.  He sent Gabe.  He knew where Mary was.  He sent Gabe.  He knew His plans.  He had his hands on every aspect of ALL of it.  It is divine providence.
 
He knew where you were.  And he sent ME!  Ta Da!!!  Really.  Is it an accident you are here right now?  I think not.  The Lord KNOWS.  He cares.  He is actively looking out for His people.  Merry Christmas!  
 
 That is why the eternal King was born.  That’s why His name is JESUS.  Jesus was born to BE the eternal King.  He was born to fulfill ALL of God’s promises.  Christmas is about the birth of THE King.  Merry Christmas.
 
Jesus was born for you and me.  The Lord has been working on what He has for you for Christmas for a long, LONG time.  He means it for good.  He means it for blessing.  Merry Christmas! 
 
David accepted God’s blessing.  Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant.  What do YOU say?
 
Have you accepted the gift of Jesus?  
Are you accepting what the Lord wants to do for you?
Are you His servant?
 
Christmas is coming early this year.  The Lord wants you to look under the tree of Calvary and accept all of the gifts He has for you.  He wants you to unwrap them.  He wants you to enjoy them.  He wants you to use them for His glory.
 
So, what do you say?
 

