ANOINTED, BETRAYED, DENIED
Mark 14.3                                                                                                                              11-16-25am,  QBC
Jesus has done SO MUCH for US.  What have WE done for HIM??
 
You may be thinking, “Uh oh!  This must be one of them HARD SERMONS.”  Maybe.  We’ll see.   Bottom line is that folks haven’t changed much since Genesis 3, in the Garden of Eden, to today, in Dallas.  The question for us is, “How much have I changed?”  
 
We can’t stay just like we are and be all God wants us to be.  BAM.  TOO simple, but TOO true.
 
Collective Soul had a song in the ‘80’s  - Shine  - The catch line in the chorus is “Heaven let your light shine down.”  When we were kids, we used to sing  - “This little light of mine, I’m 
gonna let it shine . . .”  Why did we stop singing?  Did we stop shining?
 
I am not an art aficionado.  I am sure that comes as a shock to you.  Wink.  But I know a little.  I know that people stand back and look at paintings and statues and such to try to ‘take it in.’  They try to understand and appreciate what the artist created.  In college I had a class called “Art Appreciation.”  I think I got a “C.”  Oh well.
 
Nevertheless,  this morning we are going to stand back and look at some events recorded in Mark . We are going to watch the characters.  We want to see ‘what is going on.’ and what it means for us.  We want to ‘take in’ some truth that the Lord has for us.
 
As we progress through this diorama of doctrine, remember that the point is to consider what we have done for the Lord; are we growing and changing and becoming more like Jesus; is our light shining?  Here we go . . .
 
Go back to the end of chapter 12.  Start at verse 41 . . . This little lady gave “very little” (42).   But she gave more than the rest.  She “has put in everything she had” (44).  An old song asks, “Is your all on the altar of sacrifice laid?”
 
Chapter 13 is the Olivet Discourse.  The key note sounds starting with verse 32 . . . “Watch!  Be alert! (33) … since you don’t know when the master of the house is coming” (35).  Be READY!
 
Chapter 14  - 
We see folks “looking” for something :
	1  - leaders looking for a cunning way to arrest Jesus and kill Him
		“cunning”  remind you of anything?
			Who was the most cunning in Gen 3?
			Leaders looking for a “devilish” was to get Jesus
	10  - Judas was looking for a good opportunity to betray him
	55  - leaders looking for testimony against Jesus, to put Him to death
What are WE looking for?
 
Back to verse 1  - at the house of Simon the Leper
	Was this one of the people that had Jesus healed ?
	Lepers were “outsiders”
 
Verses 3—9  - a woman anoints Jesus
	She used “very expensive perfume”  (3)
	She broke the jar
		There was no going back, now.  She broke it.
		She was going to use it ALL, no need to re-seal it.
	“Why has this perfume been wasted?”  (4)
		Waste  OR  worship???
		Maybe it depends on the state of the heart?
Here is another lady that went ‘all in.”
 
Verse 10-11  - Contrast Judas  -  He is focused on the money.
	He is looking for a payday for himself.
What are we looking for?
 
Verse 12—16  this man donates his valuable upper room to Jesus
	When I lived in Louisville (Loowahvul), people would rent out their houses for Derby Week.  They made enough to go on a nice vacation.  It is the same here.  At the time of the Passover festival rooms, and lodging were maxed out.  This was a valuable donation.
What are we giving for the Lord?

Verses 17—21  - “one of you will betray me”  (18)
Have we ever betrayed the Lord?
 
Verse 22—26  - the Lord’s Supper
	We’ll come back to this in a bit.
 
Verses 27 - 31 “All of you will fall away”  (27)
	“Even if everyone falls away, I will not”  - Peter  - (29)
	“This very night … you will deny Me three times”  (30)
	“If I have to die with You, I will never deny You“ - Peter  (31)
	“They all said the same thing”  (31)
And so did we.  We never plan to deny Him.  But . . .
 
Verses 32  - 42  - Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane
	“Sit here while I pray”  (32)
		Sleeping  (37, 40, 41)
		They had one job . . . Luke 22.40  - “Pray that you may not fall into temptation”  
Matt 26.40  - “Could you not watch with 	Me one hour?”
Are we “with” Jesus?
Are we watching and praying?
 
Verse 43  - 52  - Jesus is betrayed with a kiss and arrested
 	This is “the kiss of death.”

Verses 53  - 65  - Jesus is before the Jewish leaders
	Condemned in a fake trial.
	They weaponized the system against Jesus.
 
Verses 66  - 72  -  Peter denies Jesus three times.
	The rooster crowed, just like Jesus said.
	“And [Peter] broke down and wept.”  Contrast Peter and Judas . . .
Do we weep over our sins?
 
Remember what our point is.  We need to consider what we have done for the Lord; are we growing and changing and becoming more like Jesus; is our light shining?
 
 Who are we the most like?
· That little lady who gave everything to the Lord?
· That lady who went all in with her anointing of the Lord?
· That man who donated his banquet room?
· Judas who betrayed Jesus for  a pay day (NOT a candy bar!)
· Peter who denied the Lord THREE times?
· The disciples who were asleep at the wheel?
· The disciples who ALL “fell away”?
 
The thing is,  Jesus died for them ANYWAY.  Jesus died for us ANYWAY, too!  Are we giving.  Are we growing.  Are we shining?
 

LORD’s SUPPER  (Mark 14.22 - 26)

Bread  - blessed and broken  -  “This is My body”  (14.22)
	Jesus gave His body for those disciples.  He gave His body for US.
	He did it for betraying, denying, sleeping on the job people like me.
	He is the Lamb Who was slain
	Hallelujah to the Lamb of God!
 
Cup  - poured out  -  “This is My blood of the covenant”  (14.24)
	His blood was poured out for sinners, so that we might be saved.
	His blood opened up the new and living way of salvation.
	Jesus’ blood is the only way of salvation.
	Jesus shed His precious blood as a sacrifice for our sins.
	He suffered and died for us.  He rose again and lives today.
	He is the Lamb Who is standing—raised victorious
	Hallelujah to the Lamb of God!
 
They sang a hymn and went out  (14.26) and so will we.
