THE KINGDOM OF GOD HAS COME
Mark 1.14-15                                                                                                                                    2-2-26am,  QBC

The Kingdom of God has come.  It is here and it is now.  There is more to come.  It will be better still.  The kingdom of God is reality right here and right now. 
 
In the movie Tombstone, Wyatt Earp is after the cowboys.  He sends them a message, “Tell them I’m coming, and hell’s’ with me.”  Jesus came and the kingdom came with Him.  It has not come in its fullness, in its final form, but the kingdom of God has come.
 
We hear of folks protesting and saying, “No king.”  They are  way too narrow in their thinking.  They are probably not thinking.  More than likely they are being told what they think by somebody else.  Ironic, huh?  Being told by somebody else to chant, “No kings,” and just doing it without thinking.  What does that make the person doing the “telling?”  Maybe I should just stop there. [wink—wink]
 
Some folks put off dealing with the whole idea of God and His kingdom.  After all, ‘why put off until tomorrow what you can put off until the day after?’  Yes, procrastination is rampant, almost like it is a national past-time.
 
Procrastination is a perennial headliner for New Year's resolutions, but if you want to hold off on that goal, you might consider joining the Procrastinator's Club of America. They formed in 1956 and members receive a report called Last Month's Newsletter.  In 1966, the group held a peace march at Philadelphia’s City Hall calling for an end to the War of 1812.  So, some would say that their activism proved that procrastination does indeed work (Reader's Digest, March 2017, p.87).
 
The point of today’s message is that the Kingdom of God is a present reality.  The Lord’s offer of salvation is real, and people must decide what they will do and what they really believe.  It is important.
 
Too often we worry about what others think, so Donald DeGreve's death can actually be a healthy reminder to abandon such concerns.  DeGreve died of a massive heart attack on the 16th green at Willowbrook Golf Course in Winter Haven, Florida.  
Because rescue workers can't transport deceased bodies, DeGreve was covered with a sheet for two hours while his widow was located and a funeral home could be contacted.  Golfers, who were DeGreve's friends & neighbors from their near-by Swiss Home Mobile Home Park, continued playing golf.  Robert Alexander said, "It was a real shock to all of us, but there was nothing we could do.  Life goes on, so we had to keep going."  They simply skipped the 16th hole, where Donald lay, dead on the green.  They played right on.  That all happened on October 15, 1991, but the message is timeless.  For all of the fuss we make about what other people think, when we die, everyone else will just play on through, without us (Houston Post, 11/16/1991).  We have to decide what we really believe and what we will do about it.
 
This morning we will break these two verses down into seven bite-sized portions.  We will label them: The close of an era,  The coming of the King, The communication of the gospel, the consummation of time, the kingdom of God, The closeness of the Kingdom and The claiming of the kingdom.  Ready?  Here we go . . .
 
I.  The close of an era   (14a)
	After John was arrested
		By Herod Antipas for calling out his sin
 
II.   The coming of the King   (14b)
	Jesus went into Galilee
		from Judea
 
III.  The communication of the gospel   (14c)
	Proclaiming the good news
		kerusso—announcing like a herald
 
IV.  the consummation of time   (15a)
	The time is fulfilled
		Time = Kairos 
 
V.  the kingdom of God   (15b)
	The kingdom of God 
		God’s rule and reign  - primarily in the hearts of people
 
VI.  The closeness of the Kingdom   (15c)
	The kingdom of God has come near
 
We are familiar with the proverbial warning, “The END is NEAR.”  A long-haired man stood at an intersection with a sign declaring: “NO END IN SIGHT, SORRY.”  Sometimes the future seems worse than no future. (Wall Street Journal, 12/10/24, p. A18).
 
The time is fulfilled the kingdom of God has come.  How near is the end?  The truth is that we do not know.  We just do not know when Jesus will come again.  We do not know if we will have a heart attack on the 16th green.  The Lord’s offer of salvation is real, and people must decide what they will do and what they really believe.   We who are saved must decide every day what we will do in this world.
 
VII.  The claiming of the kingdom   (15d)
	Jesus said, “Repent and believe the gospel”	
	
A.  Repent
		“repent” means change your mind.  It is a change of mind that 			causes a change in actions.
	The OT word for repent means to turn or return or to turn back.
		
	B.  Believe
		“Believe” means believe; it means to trust.  It means to have 			faith. 
 
We best not procrastinate concerning the kingdom.  Exactly one year before his assassination, Martin Luther King delivered a speech on
April 4, 1967, at Riverside Church in New York City entitled ‘Beyond Vietnam: A Time To Break Silence.’  As he moved toward his conclusion, King declared, "We are now faced with the fact, my friends, that tomorrow is today.  We are confronted with the fierce urgency of now.  In this
unfolding conundrum of life and history, there is such a thing as being too late."  In our extreme busyness we must carefully discern what must be done now without delay (AmericanRhetoric.com) before it is “too late.”   Paul said, “Now is the time.  Today is the day of salvation” (2 Cor 6.2).
 
 
During a podcast, Gavin Adams referenced a quote from his interview with Frank Blake, the former CEO of Home Depot.  Blake said, "People are always looking to maximize their personal predictability."  We value comfort above almost anything else so we work hard to keep things familiar, but growth usually occurs in discomfort (Andy Stanley Leadership Podcast, 1/1/24).  And so, we put things off.  Delay is dangerous.
 
The kingdom has been inaugurated.  It is real and it is now.  Today is the day of salvation.  What we do reveals what we believe.
 
Are you saved and do you know it??
	Are you saved and do you show it??

