Cain Slew Abel
Gen 4.1-8                                                                                                                 7-18-26am,  QBC

Sticks and stones, sounds like an interesting  topic for a biblical study.  We are going to be looking at some passages that are familiar and some that may not be.  These passages will feature sticks and/or stones.  That will be the common feature.  At the end, we will be smarter than a box of rocks and more intrepid than a pile of sticks.
 
So, this morning, we are starting out with Cain and Abel.  You have heard of these guys, right?  No; they are not a grunge band from back in the day.  They are presumably the first children born on planet earth.  We need to find out if what we have heard about these guys lines up with the Bible says about them.
 
Louis Armstrong had a song about Cain and Abel in the 1940’s.  The lyrics say, “Now have you read of the fable of Cain and Abel?  Once they were in a scandal that shook the town.  Cain became mighty jealous of brother Abel, so he rose up and smote Abel down.
 
Now the Lord sure was hopping mad, and yet he was plenty sad, to think that he had a man like Cain.  The Lord spoke and showed his wrath, And Cain walked the path That led to a life full of pain.
 
You can't run from the shadow of retribution.  If you're bad then you gotta pay for your wrongs.  Let yourself take a lesson from Cain and Abel: Don't lament, be content, don’t resent what the Lord has sent, and you'll find that you're bound to get along.”
 
More recently Bon Jovi used Cain and Abel in his song for the movie Young Guns.  The song says, “When you're brought into this world, They say you're born in sin.  Well, at least they gave me something I didn't have to steal or have to win.  Well, they tell me that I'm wanted, Yeah, I'm a wanted man.  I'm a colt in your stable; I'm what Cain was to Abel - Mister Catch-Me-If-You-Can  (Blaze of Glory, Jon Bon Jovi).
 
We are going to use five simple words to organize out thoughts from this passage.  These are : Family, Faith, Fury, Failure and Futility.

I.  FAMILY   (4.1-2)
 
	Cain was, presumably, the first person born on earth.
	He was the first man who had been a child.
	Cain was the first person born with a sin nature (Rom 5)
 
	Can you imagine being the first parent?  There were no grand-
	parents;  there were no podcasts, no videos.  There were no “How-To” books.
 
	Was there ‘sibling rivalry?’
		We had Jenna ‘Hatfield’ and Megan ‘McCoy’
 
II. FAITH   (4.3-5A)
 
John Phillips said, “True salvation revolves around 3 focal points—	the word of God, the work of Christ and the witness of the Holy 	Spirit … Cain had a substitute for all 3.
 
	A.  Fruit			Cain
 
	B. Firstling			Abel
	
	C.  Fat				Abel
 
The Bible says, “By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain did.  By faith he was approved as a righteous man, because God approved his gifts, even though he is dead, he still speaks through his faith”  (Heb 11.4).
 
III.  FURY   (4.5B-7)
 
	Cain was angry and his face fell
 
Neighbors across the street had some sort of domestic disturbance going on yesterday.  There were a half-dozen police cars on the scene.
 
	The Lord came to Cain.  He spoke with him.  
	The Lord told him that sin was at the door, like a ravenous beast, 
	desiring to master him.   God told Cain that he must master sin, or 	sin would be his master.
 
	Paul tells us the same thing in the New Testament.
 
Cain “was struggling in the quicksand of sin, and every new movement increased his danger … Anger, jealousy, murder, lies  — these 	were the milestones on his path to disaster”  
	(I. Powell, Bible Pinnacles, p4).
 
IV.  FAILURE   (4.8-15)
 
	Cain is characterized by :
	A.  Force   (8)
 
The Bible says, “ For this is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another, unlike Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother.  And why did he murder him?  	Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous   
	(1 Jon 3.11-2).
 
Blood was shed.  How did he do it?  We do not know how Cain killed Abel, just that blood was shed.  He could have used a stick.  He might have used a stone.  It could have been a tool or a weapon.  The Bible is not specific.
 
	B.  Falsehood   (9)
 
The Bible says, “Woe to them!  For they have gone the way of Cain, have plunged into Balaam’s error for profit and have perished in Korah’s rebellion”   (Jude 11)
 
	Balaam and Korah, along with Cain represent failure and rebellion.
 
	C.  Futility   (10-12)
 
	D.  Fear   (13-15)	
 
	Of whom was Cain afraid?
		Of his extended family?
		Of other people?
			We cannot, biblically, say definitively.
 
	The Lord deals with sinners :
		Adam  — Cain  — the world (flood)  — us
 
We are familiar with the old saying, “Sticks and stones can break my bones, but words can never harm me.”  That sounds good, but it is not true.  Words can hurt.  Thay can maim.  They can do irreparable harm.  Words can kill.
 
In the midst of the tragedy of Cain and Abel, there is some good news:
 
· The Lord comes to us.
· He speaks to us.
· His Spirit convicts us.  (What have you done??)
· What we do next determines our future.
 
 
 

