WHERE DID IT FALL?
2 Kings 6.1-7                                                                                                                    7-5-26am,  QBC
 Is anybody thinking, “Interesting story, but what does that have to do with Independence Day?”  Good.  That means that you are doing two important things : 1. Paying attention and 2.  Thinking.  I congratulate you.  Stay with me and I will tie this story to America.  Deal??
 
The family just got back from a cruise.  Cruise ships are awesome, aren’t they?  They are alike a cross between a resort, a mall, Six Flags and the Vegas Strip.  The largest cruise ships weigh around 236,857 gross tons.  For example, Royal Caribbean's ‘Wonder of the Seas’ holds this weight and can accommodate over 6,000 passengers and 2,300 crew members.  Another notable ship, ‘Icon of the Seas,’ weighs approximately 248,663 gross tons.  These massive vessels are comparable in weight to two large aircraft carriers or several hundred thousand cars combined.  These things weigh a quarter of a million TONS, and they FLOAT??  All I know is that it has something to do with the hull displacing water.  It blows my mind.
 
An ancient iron axe head weighs maybe three to seven pounds.  In our story, this axe head sinks.  On vacation the cruise ship floats.  Five pounds, SINKS, while a quarter of a million tons, FLOATS?  But THEN, the axe head floats.  Anybody seen the movie Titanic?  It was the largest, most advanced luxury liner of its day, and it sank.  What is my point?  Circumstances change.  Tragedies occur.  Things get tough. Through it all, God is in control. He controls axe heads and cruise ships.  He controls everything.
 
Let’s take a stroll through this passage, see what we can see, then make some applications to our day.  Ready?  Here we go . . .
 
V 1— Elisha was the President of a ‘school of the prophets.’  
	Things were going well and they needed more space.
	They prophets-in-training said, “Let’s build another space.”
 
V 2— They sought permission from Elisha
	The prophet said, “Go for it.”
	So, they did.

V 3—They encouraged their leader to go with them
 
V 4—So they came to the Jordan river and started cutting down trees
	Were these guys committed to the task?
		Were they committed to their ‘calling?’
 
V 5—Tragedy strikes; one of the guys loses his axe head.
	It s NOT GOOD when you lose your head.
	Apparently axe heads flying off was a pretty common thing.  
	The OT has a law about it.  I kid you not.  It is in Deuteronomy, 	“Here is the law concerning a case of someone who kills a person and flees there to save his life, having killed his neighbor accidentally without previously hating him: 5 If, for example, he goes into the forest with his neighbor to cut timber, and his hand swings the ax to chop down a tree, but the blade flies off the handle and strikes his 	neighbor so that he dies, that person may flee to one of these cities 	and live. 6 	Otherwise, the avenger of blood in the heat of his anger might pursue the one who committed manslaughter, overtake him because the distance is great, and strike him dead. Yet he did not deserve to die, since he did not previously hate his neighbor”  
	(Deut 19:4-6)
	It was borrowed.
	He cries out to Elisha.
 
V 6— “Where did it fall?”
	When we lose something, we need to go back to where we lost it.
	The man knew the exact spot.
	Elisha throws a stick into the water at the spot.
	The axe head floated.
Is this a real story?  Yep, it sure is.  But that’s IMPOSSIBLE!  Right.  What is impossible with man is possible with God (Lk 19.27).
		The miraculous power of our God can do ANYTHING.
	Elisha told him to pick it up.
		He had to reclaim what he had lost.
 
When the axe head came off, the man lost his ‘cutting edge.’  His ability to accomplish the work was gone.  Does anybody here want to chop down a tree with axe handle?  Losing the ax head is a picture of losing ability, of losing power.  In order to reclaim it, the man to go back to where he lost it.  That is kind of a ‘principle,’ right?  If I lose my keys …
 
May I suggest that America has somewhat lost her power.  The nation is in a spiritual decline.  The gay agenda is succeeding.  The Islamists are slowing gaining ground in their attempt to use the democratic process to take over America and establish sharia law.  Truth and morality are steadily being redefined.  The family is being transformed.
 
The church has, in a sense, lost its power.  Our axe head has done slid clean off.  If we want to get our power back — I mean spiritual power, holy, righteous power to live right and do good — we need to go back to where we lost it.”  We need to get back to God.
 
“Where did it fall?”
 
I didn’t consciously plan this series of messages. It just sort of came together.  It wasn’t an accident, though.  The Lord wanted these things to be talked about.  It was His plan.
 
We have seen several weeks that 2 Chron 7.14 is a key for renewal.  It is a key to right living.  We know what it says …
 
I listened to Michael Youssef tell a historical story. That he got from the book, John Adams & the American Revolution, by Catherine D Bowen.   In 1746, France was at war with England.  France sent 64 ships and 11,000 soldiers to attack New England.  The plan was to burn Boston and to ravage the colonies in New England.  News of the attack reached the people of New England and panic spread. John Adams, age 11, watched from top of a high hill outside of Boston.
 
 
 
New England had a sparse, ill-equipped militia and few coastal defenses.  Willam Shirley, Gov. of Mass.  Realized that there was only one hope.  He made a proclamation that called people to go to the churches and pray.  And they did; the settlers prayed for deliverance.
 
Thomas Prince was the pastor of the congregation that met in the Old South Meeting House.   In the midst of the congregation he cried out to the Lord.  He said, in part, “Oh God, deliver us from our enemies; send Thy tempest, Lord, upon the waters … Rise Thy right hand and scatter the ships.”
 
History records that as Rev. Prince prayed, skies darkened, clouds rolled in and winds arose.  Church bells rang with no one pulling the ropes.  Prince shouted, “We hear Your voice, O God!”
 
The storm raged and much of French fleet sank and the remaining ships retreated to Halifax, Nova Scotia.  A sickness swept through the ranks of the French sailors and soldiers.  There would be no invasion.   The chorus of rejoicing was “If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom 8.31).
 
Prayer worked before America even became a nation.   Prayer is still our only hope.  We have lost something.  Our axe head is missing.  We need to go back to where we lost it and get it back.   The virtue and glory of our nation, like the axe head, is borrowed.  It was not our strength that made America great, it was the blessing of God.
 
During the Revolutionary War,  Washington and the Continental army found themselves in a desperate situation.  Washington called for an overnight evacuation from Brooklyn to Manhattan.  Some 9,000 troops would have to secretly cross the East River in darkness without making a sound.  If the attempt failed, the war was over.  Against all odds, the Continental Army moved everyone and everything throughout the night without tipping off the British.  Such care was taken that even the oars on their boats were muffled with cloth.  The miraculous maneuver worked, until they ran out of nighttime.  Daybreak was upon them with many still waiting to cross.  
 
 
It was at that time on August 30, 1776, that a heavy fog settled in that completely concealed the army.  Even as the sun rose, it did not diminish the dense fog until every man was safely on the shores of Manhattan.  George Washington was the last to cross and once he arrived the fog dispersed and they could see the enemy on the opposite shore.  
 
Only 3 of the 9,000 men were captured because they stayed back to plunder.  Without a single shot being fired, the army was saved to later win the war because of God’s Providence to create a protective curtain of fog.  Without that miracle, July 4th would be just another day on the calendar.   ( 1776, David McCullough, 2005, Chapter 5 )
 
Time after time throughout the history of our nation, the Lord has miraculously intervened.  Many times, when situations were hopeless in the eyes of men, the people God joined in prayer, and the Lord provided a miracle.  Such is the case today.  We need miraculous deliverance.  We need super-natural assistance.  We need divine intervention to  put us back on track.
 
We need to get our axe head back.  We need to cry out like Rev. Prince. 
The Lord tells us, “If I shut the sky so there is no rain, or if I command the grasshopper to consume the land, or if I send pestilence on my people, 14 and my people, who bear my name, humble themselves, pray and seek my face, and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land” (2 Chron 7:13-14).
 
Success and survival for nation do not depend on intellect and business acumen or even on military might, as important as all these things are.  What we need is for the Lord make our axe head float.  We need to reach out and take it.   We need His divine enablement — His blessing.
 
What America needs is for His people to humble themselves and turn from our wicked ways.  We need to seek His face in desperate believing prayer.  That is our best and only hope.
 
 
 

