Sowing and Receiving
Mark 4.1-9, 13-20
We are approaching gardening time.  Gardening is a hobby for some of us.  IT is a good thing my diet doesn’t depend on what I grow.  Terri and I do not have much luck with gardening.  Today’s message is called “Sowing and Receiving.”  We are looking at ‘What He said,’ words of Jesus in Mark’s gospel.  This morning we are focusing on a parable.

V1  Again – again
	Notes a new happening, as well as a separate occurrence

He began to teach  the sea
	Jesus was THE Teacher, so He taught

“To teach” is a present infinitive in the Greek text, and thus durative in action, “to be teaching,” emphasizing, not the fact of teaching, but the process. It was line upon line, precept upon precept. The teaching was simplicity itself, and possibly oft repeated in order that the people might understand.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  %T Wuest’s word studies from the Greek New Testament: for the English reader
%A Wuest, Kenneth S.
%C Grand Rapids
%V 1
%I Eerdmans
%D 1997
%P 81] 


And a very large crowd gathered around Him
	Jesus’ teaching attracted people

He got into a boat and sat down
Jesus had a plan.  He made preparations.  He knew what He would do in this situation.  Things may slip up on us, but never on the Lord.  He is always ready.  We should look to Him in every circumstance.  He will make a way.

Jesus used somebody’s boat.  Thay had to share it.  What do you have that the Lord might use?

V2  He taught them many things in parables
	“Taught” – impf tense	  He was teaching them all the time.

He taught them in many parables.  Jesus used parables.  A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.

We call this The Parable of the Sower.  Somebody said, “Well the deal is the soils, so we should call it the parable of the soils.”  Yeah. I can see that.  Can’t you?  I have another idea.  Sower sows the seed along the path.  Then, this is what happens.

Some of the seed fell on the rocky soil.  Then this is what happens.  Some of the seed fell among the thorns.  Then, this is what happened.  Some of the seed fell on good soil.  Then, this is what happened.

So . . . maybe . . . we ought to call it “The Parable of ‘Then, This Happened’.”  After all, isn’t what happened in each case what is really important?  Hey, I’m just sayin’.

William Lane said that “in a parable, truth is expressed through concrete pictures rather than in abstractions” (Mark, p 149).   Again, Lane says that “parables make a direct appeal to the imagination and involve the hearers in the situation … It entices the hearers to judge the situation depicted, and then challenges them, directly or indirectly, to apply that judgment to themselves” (p 151).

The parable of the soils is framed by a solemn call to attentive hearing.  In verse 3 Jesus says, “Listen.”  Then in verse 9 He says, “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen.”  Be careful what and how you hear.  Receiving the word is important.  How we receive it makes a difference.

	Vv 10 – 12 reveal why Jesus employed parables . . .

V 2 In His teaching He said to them …
	“Said” – impf tense

I.  THE SOWER

V3 Listen, Consider 
	Is this where Charles Stanley got it?
	Listen + See – both are imperatives …

The sower went out to sow
	Sower – known for what he did
	Went out to sow – made an effort – did what was necessary
		to sow – he was intentional about it

II.  THE SEED
The seed is the word of God

The seed is the word of God ...  
· God’s word is precious – better than gold & sweeter than honey  (Ps 19.10)
· The Bible is precocious  - it is living and active sharper than a two-edged sword, piercing, even to the dividing of bone and marrow   (Heb 4.12)
· The Bible is productive – like a seed that grows and we don’t know how   (mark 4)
· The Bible is powerful – it will not return void; will accomplish what the Lord intends  (Is 55.11)
· The Bible is perennial – it will rise forever  (Is 40.8)
· The Bible inspired and energized by the Spirit  (2 Tim 3.16, Jn 6.33)
· The Bible is everything it needs to be to do what the Lord wants it to do.



III.  THE SOILS
He notes 4 kinds of soil.  We are going to label the four kinds of souls as rough, rocky, responsive and ready.

A. ROUGH

V4  As he sowed, 

some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 
		Jesus describes different kinds of seed situations.  What is the difference?
		The difference is where/how the seeds fell.  The difference lies in the soil.


V14 The sower sows the word. 15 Some are like the word sown on the path. When they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word sown in them. 

The seed is the word.  The word is the word of God, the message of the gospel.  It is the same word that Jesus had been sowing.  Jesus said, “The time is fulfilled.  The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe the good news” (Mk 1.14-5).  Jesus said “Follow me and I will make you become…” (Mk 1.17).  Jesus was sowing the truth about the kingdom of God.


B. ROCKY
V5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it didn’t have much soil, and it grew up quickly, since the soil wasn’t deep. 6 When the sun came up, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 

V15 And others are like seed sown on rocky ground. When they hear the word, immediately they receive it with joy. 17 But they have no root; they are short-lived. When distress or persecution comes because of the word, they immediately fall away. 

C.  RESPONSIVE
V7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it didn’t produce fruit. 
V18 Others are like seed sown among thorns; these are the ones who hear the word, 19 but the worries of this age, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 

D. READY
V8 Still other seed fell on good ground and it grew up, producing fruit that increased thirty, sixty, and a hundred times.” 
	
Good seed produced fruit.  THAT is the big difference.
		Each seed that made a plant produced a different amount of fruit.

A single wheat seed can produce between 8 to 20 grains.  On average, a mature wheat plant yields about 22 seeds per head, resulting in approximately 110 seeds per plant.  The actual number can vary based on growing conditions and wheat variety (Yahoo search).

The emphasis is on the glorious nature of the harvest – the fruit.  The kingdom of God breaks into the world like seed that is sown in the ground.  We see sowing.  We see growth of different types.  We see fruitfulness.  Some of the seed produced outlandishly  --  miraculously!

We have looked at the Sower, the Seed and the Soils.  Now let’s look at …
IV. THE satan
There is opposition noted by Jesus.  The enemy is satan.  He is the adversary.  The enemy opposes everything the Lord favors.  He is REAL.  He is out there.  He is busy.

V. THE SHARING

We are laborers together with God.  We are involved in the family  business.  We are part of the family farm.  Why did people have so many kids back in the day?  Yes.  They would help on the farm, around the house.  Do you think the heavenly Father wants His kids involved on the family farm?  I sure do.  We are partners together and with Him in the sowing and the reaping.

Oh, yeah . . . It is hard work reaping the harvest.  It is hard work preserving the results.  Sowing and reaping beez HARD work!  Sowing and reaping beez GOD’s work!  Sowing and reaping is divine, supernatural work.  “We are laborers together with God” (1 Cor 3.9).  We are His field.  We are His flowers.  We are His fellow-workers.  That is HIS plan.  It may be a mixed-up metaphor, but it is our missions mandate.  The Lord ALWAYS does things differently, doesn’t He?  It is His world, His will, His work His way.

He is the one that makes it happen.  He is the One Who works all things together for good.  He is the One Who breaks down the walls of separation.  He is the One Who brings enemies together.  He is the Gardener who trims and prunes.  He is the Husbandman who grafts the wild branches into the vine.  He is the miracle-working, life-changing, kingdom-growing King of kings and Lord of lords.  He is the land-baron as well as the gardener.  He provides the seed, the soil, the sunshine and the something-something that makes life come out of a dead-looking seed.  With God ALL THINGS are possible.  With Him NOTHING is impossible.  He is th one Who makes things happen!

VI.  THE CERTAINTIES

There are some things we can count on.  There are some laws that God has established.  Dr Stanley reminds us about the law of the harvest :  He says …
· You reap WHAT you sow.
· You reap LATER than you sow.
· You reap MORE than you sow.

I have observed some laws myself.  Here are Bro Johnny’s laws of sowing : 
· If you don’t sow, you won’t reap.
· If you do sow, something good will happen.
· If you don’t quit, you can’t lose.
· You never know which seed is the ONE.
· Some seeds do miraculous things!

V20 And those like seed sown on good ground hear the word, welcome it, and produce fruit thirty, sixty, and a hundred times what was sown

V9 Then he said, “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen.”

V13 Then he said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then will you understand all of the parables? 

The parable recognizes the atmosphere in which the seed is sown.  It is not all sunshine and lollipops.  There are ‘complicating factors.’  Did you catch any of that??  We have observed that satan is involved.

· Hardened soil (4)					
· Birds came and devoured it  (4)	satan comes and snatches the word away  (15)
· Rocky ground/thin soil (5)			distress or persecution because of the word  (17)
· Scorching sun						
· Choking thorns					worries of this age, deceitfulness of wealth, desires for things  (19)

This sowing isn’t in some hydroponic climate-controlled greenhouse.  This sowing is REAL-world stuff.  This sowing happens where the rubber meets the road, where the birds steal the seed, where the soil can be thin and the weeds choke out the plants.  It happens where miraculous growth is possible.

Let me give you a little secret.  This seed-sowing business ain’t easy.  Seed-sowing beez hard work!
It is hard work keeping the birds away from your seed until they turned under the soil.  It is hard work keeping that old devil away.

It is hard work tending those seeds in the shallow soil.  Some people are just in hard places.  It takes EXTRA work to tend to those plants.

It is hard work weeding out those thorns, those weeds that choke the life out.  Those weeds that stifle growth, distract from nurture and waste the nutrients of life.

What can you do?  What is helpful for impacting the soil?  What will make it better for the word to ‘work’?
· Submit to the Lord
· Pray without ceasing
· Love the Lord and thy neighbor
· Obey everything He has instructed us
· Continue  --  keep-on keeping-on

FACTS FOR THE FAITHFUL :
· NONE of the seeds that we DO NOT sow will grow.
· ALL of the seeds that we sow will do SOMETHING.
· SOME of the seeds we sow will be MIRACULOUS.
· THAT is why we have to keep-on keeping-on.

Who tends God’s gardens?  We do.  It beez HARD WORK.  We get tired.  But we can’t quit.  We ought not give up on someone just because they are challenging.  We can’t just let the devil steal all our seeds.  We gots to WORK it.  We have to invest in our garden.  We have to weed it and feed it and care for it.  We can’t just quit.  We have to WORK IT.  We are in this together with the Lord.  Remember, He ain’t done yet!
