REVIVAL REQUESTED
Psalm 85.1-6                                                                                                        7-12-26am,  QBC

Would ANYONE have an idea what happened on the first Sunday night, in July of 2016?  I think that would be the first time that I  preached at QBC.  Can you believe it?  We have been doing this together for a DECADE!  Congratulations on being such long-suffering and compassionate people.
 
Lots has transpired in these years.  Lots of things have changed.  One thing that is still the same is that people need the Lord.  Another is that we need a good old revival in America.
 
There is a lot of talk about the reactions of the soccer fans visiting America for the FIFA world cup tournament.  With each wide-eyed video of travelers documenting their first encounters with everything from roadside convenience stores to ranch dressing, fans are highlighting the real America – one that's rarely portrayed in films and TV, has nothing to do with politics and that many visitors often miss.  Along the way, they're not only reminding those of us who live here of the many quirks that make this country special; they're also helping us fall back in love with it.    
 
America is a wonderland.  It is a special place.  As bad as things get, the US is still better than most any other country on earth.  Nevertheless,  America needs revival.  We need a spiritual revolution.  We need another Great Awakening.  That has been a recurring element in these OT messages that we have been sharing.
 
Our text today is a prayer for revival.  I will be using an outline developed by Dr Jerry Vines, long-time pastor of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla., to highlight this heart-cry for revival.  The big points of today’s message will be The Origin of Revival, The Opportunity of Revival and The Results of Revival.
 
Psalm 85 is a prayer for revival.  It reflects how we need to pray, today.
 
The Psalmist was looking.  He was . . .
	Looking around; 	he saw the need of revival;
	Looking ahead	;	he saw a bleak future;
	Looking back ;		he saw a glorious history;
	Looking up and	he saw hope.
 
If we look, can’t we see the same??  Let us look unto the Lord.  We can look forward with expectancy because as a preacher said one time, “God ain’t done yet!”
 
I. THE ORIGIN OF REVIVAL    (6)
	Revival comes from the Lord.
 
	A.  He must send revival because of the sovereignty of God
 
		6x in vv1-3 the psalmist says what God has done
		3x the psalmist asks, “Will You…”	 -- v5-6
 
	Habakkuk prayed, “Revive Your work in the midst of the years”  (3.2)
 
	Isaiah prayed, “O that You would rend the heavens!  That You would come down”  (64.1)
 
	Revival comes from God.
	Revival comes with God.
 
	B.  He must send revival because of the seriousness of the times.
 
Paul said that in the last days perilous times would come.  I think they have gotten here.  Perilous times are upon us.
 
	Consider:
		1.  Our world
		2.  Oue nation
		3.  Our families
		4.  Our churches
 
II.  THE OPPORTUNITY OF REVIVAL   (6)
	The emphasis is on us
 
	A.  God’s people are the subjects of revival
		
		“Vive” means life or to live or to have life.
		RE-vive means to live again or to have new life or to have newness in life.
 
God had to get Jonah right before Nineveh got right.  At least Jonah got mostly right.  He still needed some work, even after he went to Nineveh and brought God’s message.

Today, when we talk about revival, we are usually referring to ‘an evangelistic campaign.’  Such efforts are directed toward reaching lost people for salvation.  Lost people are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph 2.1).  Dead folks do not need RE-vival; they need VIVAL.  Lost people need to be reborn to walk in newness of life.  They need to be VIVED; they need to be raised from the dead in salvation.

RE-vival is not for LOST people.  RE-vival is for God’s people.  Dead folks – LOST people – need LIFE.  Saved people need RE-vival.  We often need to be refreshed, not reborn.  
 
	B.  God’s people must follow the steps to revival
 
	The Lord lays out the steps to revival in 2 Chron 7.14:
		1. Humble themselves
		2.  Pray
		3.  Seek God’s face
		4.  Turn from our wicked ways
 
We need to seek the Lord.  Too often we seek what is in His hand, not what is in His heart.  We ought to seek His face.  I remember one time, my grand-daughter Jenna climbed up in my lap and put her little hands on both sides of my face.  Leaning in really close, she said, “Papa, I love you.”  You do not forget that.  Could it be that that is part of what it means to seek His face?

Do you think that sometimes our Heavenly Father would like for us to just crawl up into His lap, lean in really close and say, “Father, I love You”?  I think that when we do that, He is blessed and we are renewed from the inside out.

We have considered the origin of revival and the opportunity for revival.  Now let us see . . .
 
III. THE RESULTS OF REVIVAL
 
	A.  Renewal of spiritual relationships   (6a)
 
	B.  Renewal of  spiritual rejoicing   (6b)
 
	C. Restoration of saving response   (12)
 
	D.  Return to steps of righteousness   (13)
 
“Research consistently shows that people remember people more than places," she said. "A visitor may forget the final score, but they will remember the Uber driver who recommended a local barbecue restaurant, the volunteer who helped them find the train station or the stranger who said, 'Welcome to America.'"  ( abcnews.com )
 
What do people remember about us?
 
“The America we are experiencing is the one we were promised growing up.  We were apprehensive about coming; we were expecting to be met by ICE, you know the political climate we all see on the news, and that could not be further from the truth of what we’ve actually experienced,”   ( thehill.com )
 
One man from England posted a video from inside a Walmart reveling at the fact he could purchase car parts, a flat-screen television and a rifle all under one roof.  But the biggest point of chatter among tourists from around the world has been the quality and quantity of food options in the U.S.  Some said they were surprised to see soft drinks come with ice and free refills or posted videos with their mouths agape as servers brought entrees to the table.  ( thehill.com )
 
One of the most popular items among foreign visitors has turned out to be … wait for it … ranch dressing, prompting the Transportation Security Administration to issue a warning to travelers reminding them that the condiment is technically a liquid.  “If you’re visiting for a very large sporting event & you happen to discover RANCH while you’re here… please pack it in your CHECKED BAG on the way home,” the agency wrote on social media.  ( thehill.com )
 
“I have to say, I’m surprised that one of the stars so far of this World Cup is Buc-ee’s,” said Andrés Martinez, a soccer author and co-director of Arizona State University’s Great Game Lab.  ( thehill.com )
 
There is a difference in the America that people in other places see on TV and the real America.  There is a difference in what we have been and what we are today.  There is a difference between what we are and what we could be.
 
We may still have a veneer of righteousness, but what lies beneath?    The question is not , “Is it as bad as it could be?”  The question is, “Is it what it should be?”  Are WE what we should be??
 
· We all need to take this prayer for revival to heart.  
· We need to plead with the Lord to return to us.
· We need to plead with Him to revive us.
· We need Him to give us the fulness of His salvation.

