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 Solomon Rosenberg, his wife, his two sons, and his mother and father were arrested and placed in a Nazi concentration camp during the Holocaust of WWII. It was a labor camp and the rules were simple: As long as you can do your work, you are permitted to live. When you become too weak to do your work, then you will be exterminated.

Rosenberg watched his mother and father being marched off to their deaths when they became too weak to work. He knew that his youngest son, David, would be next because David had always been a frail child. Every evening when Rosenberg came back into the barracks after his hours of labor, he would search for the faces of his family. When he found them, they would huddle together, embrace one another, and thank God for another day of life.

One day Rosenberg came back, but he didn't see those familiar faces. He finally discovered his oldest son, Joshua, in a corner, huddled, weeping, and praying. He said, "Josh, tell me it's not true." Joshua turned and said, "It is true, Poppa. Today David was not strong enough to do his work, so they came for him."

"But where is your mother?" asked Mr. Rosenberg.

"Oh Poppa," he exclaimed. "When they came for David, he was afraid and he was crying. Momma said, ‘There is nothing to be afraid of, David,' and then she took his hand and went with him."
 
I would propose that what we find so good in mothers is that sacrificial, selfless love.  It touches us because it points to that incredible sacrifice of Christ and the great redemptive story.  Mothers have played an incredible part in this redemptive story, from Eve to Sarah to Tamar to Ruth to Bathsheba to Mary.  And they continue to play an incredible part in this story in their lives of daily sacrifice.  Mothers, we honor you for who you are and for who you so powerfully remind us of--Jesus Christ!    (https://www.nextgenerationforchrist.com/storiesillustrations/a-powerful-story-of-a-mothers-sacrifice-joel-rosenburgs-wife-in-a-wwii-concentration-camp)
 
This morning we will consider the mother of Moses.  Her name is Jochebed.  This name means “the glory of Jehovah,”  or “Jehovah is our glory.”  She is an Israelite from the tribe of Levi, married to a man named Amram., also of Levi
 
Jochebed is a mother of three, Moses, Aaron and Miriam.  All three of her children play their parts in the history of the people of God.  As a mother, she must have written deeply upon their lives.  Of course, it is Moses, the author of the Pentateuch who writes the story of Jochebed, as well as his own.  Actually, information about the birth of Moses may be found four passages of scripture.  These are Exodus 1 and 2, Numbers 26, Acts 7 and Hebrews 11.
 
We will examine our text under five headings : Recognized, Regarded, Risked, Raised and Released. 
 
To begin with, for most of us, our mother is the most important lady in our lives, up until we get married.  But the truth is that we have other significant females in our lives.  We see this in the case of Moses.  Ex 1 talks about the Hebrew midwives …  Then there is Pharoah’s daughter— his adopted mother.  There is his sister Miraim.
 
I. RECOGNIZED
 
	Heb 11		- “they saw … hidden by his parents”
	Ex 2		- [Jochebed] “saw” which led to “she hid.”
		Is this a contradiction ?  Is there an ERROR in the Bible??
		No—Two tellings from two perspectives
 
	Jochebed saw something.  What did she see?  We do not know for sure.
		Ac 7.20—saw “He was beautiful in God’s sight”
 
	His parents hid him, at the risk of their lives.  They hid him for 3 months.
 
After 3 months, his mother fashioned an ‘ark,’ a basket. And he was set afloat on the Nile in the spot where Pharoah's daughter was 	known to bathe.  He was set afloat on the river of God’s sovereign	ty.  The crying that threatened his life may be very thing that caught the attention of the Egyptian princess, and thus saved his life.

In Ukraine, a local crime story turned into a tale of design, devotion and desperation.  The mother of a son who serving a life sentence had to do something.  She started to dig.  She dug a tunnel 33 feet long, ten feet under the ground toward the prison before she was caught.
 
This mother rode on a quiet electric scooter to the dig site.  For three long weeks she dug.  She lay on a small plywood cart to move through the narrow tunnel she had created.  She dug by hand, removed the dirt, transported it to an abandoned garage to hide it, only to wind up in prison herself.
 
This mother is a testament to how far a mom will go for her kids.   It didn’t turn out as she had hoped.  But she had to try.
 
For us — Do ALL you can, then put your boat afloat on the river of God’s love, grace and sovereignty.  Trust in the Lord.
 
II.  REGARDED
 
	She regarded him as her own flesh.
	She regarded him as a servant of God.
	She regarded him as one with potential.
 
She loved him with a mother’s love.
 
III. RISKED
 
	She risked her own life for his.
	She risked everything for him
 
I read a story about a man named Galgalo.   He had grown up in a muslim household in Gerti, Kenya.  The local Christian school offered free meals for students, so his parents sent him there.  He started to call himself a Christian.  One day he actually placed his faith in Jesus.
 
Eventually, his father threatened that if he didn’t renounce Christ, he would be disowned. Galgalo stood firm.  After many twists and turns, Galgalo wound up as a teacher in a remote village.  Everywhere he went, he led people to faith in Jesus and set up Bible studies to disciple them.
One day as he walked along the road around midday, he heard a loud commotion.  He said, “I looked and saw a large crowd in the distance, all of them carrying big sticks.  I didn’t know what was going on, so I continued toward the school.  When I arrived, there were 3 men with big sticks asking for teacher Galgalo.”
 
The men said that the sheik had incited a movement to kill Galgalo or run him out of town.  As the mob advanced toward Galgalo, a local woman stepped forward.  She said, “This man is a Christan, a kafir, yes, we know, but he is here because of our children.  He is here to give us studies, so whoever touches him shall first challenge me.”  The mood shifted.
 
Galgalo said, “The Lord used that woman to bring change.  God saved my life that day (The Voice of the Martyrs, vol 60, no. 5, pp 4-5). 
 
That is what mothers do for their children.  They protect and intercede.  They risk.
 
We have seen Recognized, Regarded and Risked.  Now we will look at . . .
IV.  RAISED 
 
It turned out that Pharoah’s daughter took Mo home, brought him into the household and adopted him.  He had the best food, the best training and the best education.   Oh yes,  when she pulled that little boat out of the Nile, Miriam was right there.  She asked the princess if she would like for her to bring a Hebrew woman to be nurse and nanny for the child.  Miriam went brought Jochebed.  Mo was raised with the best of the Pharoah AND the best of the Lord, by his own mom.  
 
Think of the biblical story WITHOUT Moses.  It is almost unimaginable.  Who would have led the exodus?  Who would have written the first 5 books of the Old Testament?  How different would the story have been?
 
Jochebed affected the history of Israel.  She affected the history of the world.  What we do touches the history of the WHOLE world!
 
V.  RELEASED
 
	Jochebed turned Moses loose to be what the Lord had destined him to be.  She released Mo to ‘git ‘er done!’

Moses’ mother believed in the providence of God.  She trusted in the Lord.  She, indeed ALL of these real people recorded in Hebrews chapter 11, believed in the providence, the goodness, the plan of God.
 
· Sometimes a mother has to recognize the hand of God at work around her.
· Sometimes a mother has to regard her child as servant of the Lord.
· Sometimes she has to take a risk for her child.
· Mothers always need to raise their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
· Mom’s always have to release their kids to go out and be what the Lord has destined them to  be.
 
We may have people in our lives who are special, who make valuable contributions to growth, development and welfare.  Nobody is as important as our mother, except the Lord.
 
· Perhaps the Lord has spoken about someone special to whom you need to reach out.
· Maybe he has spoken to you about your mom.
· It could be that the Lord has spoken to you about your child or children.
· Maybe he calling you to just trust Him.
· Whatever He is saying to you, the best response is to say, “Yes, Lord!”
 
 
 
 

