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 Do you remember Gepetto and Pinochio?  This classic children’s tale talks about the wooden puppet’s trials and tribulations on his journey to become ‘a real boy.’  He is like us, who long to be more than we are, yet can’t get out of our own way.  We too are on an adventure to becoming.
 
We are on a journey of becoming.  We are in the process of sanctification.  Christians are in a process of growing.  We sometimes talk about 3 aspects of our salvation : justification, sanctification and glorification.  Sometimes we might think of it in terms of 3 tense : past present and future.  We could lay it out in a chart, like this :
 
If we are saved, we have been made new, new creatures in Christ (2 Cor 5.17).  We have been made just as if we had never sinned.  We are justified.  But there is another aspect.  While we are made new, the Lord is always working on us.  He is in the process of masking us more like Jesus.  This is called sanctification.  Ultimately, our salvation will be finalized when the Lord comes again.
 
Maybe a car illustration can paint us a picture.  We are our car, just for the sake of understanding.  Now, our car is not running right, so we go the heavenly garage for service.  Jesus fixes us up and puts us back on the road.  He says that we will need to come back for complimentary car washes and tune-ups.  He also promises that someday He is going to come and get us and take us to that big showroom in the sky.  When He does, we will be completely made brand new, better than ever.
 
Right now, we are in that back-on-the-road stage.  We have been fixed, and we are on the way to our final destination.  We need periodic washes and tune-ups as we travel toward the end of our journey..
 
 The theme for this year is “F.I.X.E.D. in ’26.”  F.I.X.E.D. is our acronym for some suggestions about how to handle this year on the road of life.  F.I.X.E.D. stands for : 
F –FAITH, I –Intentionality, X –X-CITEMENT, E –EVANGELISM & D –DISCIPLINE.
 
I.  FAITH
 
What IS faith.  Some people think that faith is “believing what you know isn’t true.”  That isn’t faith; that is lunacy.  I would say that faith is - committed trust that acts obediently.  Did you see that there are four elements in it?  1. Commitment; 2. Trust; 3. Action and 4. Obedience — four elements of real, biblical, faith.  All four are necessary.  Another way to think about faith is an acronym (gotta love ‘em, right??) – Forsaking All I Trust Him.
 
Faith is important.  The Greek verb for believing or trusting is found 244 time sin the Greek NT.  The noun occurs 243 times.  This is according to the Bible Hub website.  Out of almost 8,000 verses the noun and verb form shows up almost 500 times, that is 6 percent, so it must be important
 
Ephesians 2:8 - For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift ​…
 
2 Corinthians 5:7 - For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
 
Romans 1:17 - For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith. 
 
Romans 4:18-21 - [Abraham] believed, hoping against hope, so that he became the father of many nations according to what had been spoken: So will your descendants be. 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body to be already dead (since he was about a hundred years old) and also the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He did not waver in unbelief at God’s promise but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 because he was fully convinced that what God had promised, he was also able to do. 
 
Mark 11:24 - “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” 
 
Ephesians 6:16 - In every situation take up the shield of faith with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
 
1 John 5:4 - because everyone who has been born of God conquers the world. This is the victory that has conquered the world: our faith. 
 
II.   INTENTIONALITY
 
We need to be intentional.  Last week we said that if one aims at nothing, he is bound to hit it.  But, when he hits it, what has he accomplished?  Being intentional means making deliberate and purposeful choices in life.  It involves acting with awareness and aligning decisions with personal values, beliefs, and goals rather than reacting impulsively.  This approach encourages us to think ahead, set specific objectives, and engage in activities that resonate with our passions. 
 
Sometimes we say “Plan your work and then work your plan.”
 
Matthew 5:8  - “God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.”
 
Proverbs 16:3 - "Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans." 
 
Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters." 
 
Matthew 6:33 - "But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well." 
 
Ephesians 5:15-16 - "Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil." 
 
Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV): "For as he thinks in his heart, so is he."
 
Philippians 4:8-9:  Finally brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable ​— ​if there is any moral excellence and if there is anything praiseworthy ​— ​dwell on these things. 9 Do what you have learned and received and heard from me, and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
Matthew 15:17-19 [Jesus said] “Don’t you realize that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is eliminated? 18 But what comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and this defiles a person. 19 For from the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, false testimonies, slander ...” 
 
Jeremiah 17:10 - “But I, the Lord, search all hearts and examine secret motives. I give all people their due rewards, according to what their actions deserve.”
 
1 Corinthians 10:31  - “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
 
III.  X-CITEMENT
 
Ya’ll remember Droopy Dog?  Now, Droopy is not as bad as Eeyore, but he surely isn’t dynamic.  We should be more like Underdog than Droopy Dog.  Of course, we all have different personalities, and we have difficult days.  But the general look of our lives ought to be optimistic and excited.
 
We need to be enthusiastic.  Enthusiasm is “God-in-you-siasm.”  “En” is a preposition that means “in.” “Thu” is from “theos,” which means “God.”  Enthusiasm is having God in you.  I want to say that we should act as if God is in us.  BUT … if God is really in us, we would have to “act.”  We won’t have to act, because it will be natural.  That is what I mean by X-citement.
 
1 Chronicles 15:28: "So all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with shouting, to the sound of the horn, trumpets, and cymbals, and made a great noise before the Lord."
 
Isaiah 61:10: "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness..."
 
Colossians 3:23: "Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men."
 
Ecclesiastes 9:10 - Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, . . .
Romans 12:11 - Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.
 
Jeremiah 48:10 - Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord with slackness, 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58 - Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
 
IV.  EVANGELISM
 
Evangelism is sharing the good news that Jesus saves.  I like the definition that says that “evangelism is sharing the gospel in the power of the Spirit and leaving the results to God.”  
 
The Bible pictures it as “witnessing.”  A witness is a person who tells what they know.  We can tell others what we know about the Lord.  We can tell them how we got saved.  We can share what it means to us to be a Christian.  We can explain how to be saved, just telling what we know.
 
Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Luke 24:46-49 - He also said to them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead the third day, 47 and repentance for forgiveness of sins will be proclaimed in his name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And look, I am sending you what my Father promised. As for you, stay in the city until you are empowered from on high.” 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 - Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age
 
Acts 5:42 - Every day in the temple, and in various homes, they continued teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. 
 
1 Peter 3:15-16 - but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, ready at any time to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. 16 Yet do this with gentleness and reverence, keeping a clear conscience, so that when you are accused, those who disparage your good conduct in Christ will be put to shame. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18-20 - Everything is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 19 That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and he has committed the message of reconciliation to us.  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.” 
 
V.  DISCIPLINE
 
We might define discipline as “the practice of training people to obey rules or a code of behavior.”  It also means “being able to control yourself.”  When Jesus was calling His disciples He said, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men” (Matt 4.19).  He said “You -- follow and I -- will make you become.”  Seems as if this is a two-sided proposition.  Our side is to “follow.”  His side is to “make” us.
 
“Follow” is a present active imperative.  Imperative means it is a command. Present tense means it is continuous action.  The active part means that is something we do.  This is discipline.  It is controlling ourselves, staying on track.  It means doing the “do-s.”
 
Proverbs 12:1  - “Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but whoever hates correction is stupid.”  
 
Hebrews 12:11  - “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.” 
 
1 Corinthians 9:24-25 - Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.” 
 
1 Timothy 6:12 - “Fight the good fight of the faith.
 
2 Timothy 2:15 - Be diligent to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed
 
2 Peter 1:5-10 - For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with goodness, goodness with knowledge, 6 knowledge with self-control, self-control with endurance, endurance with godliness, 7 godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being useless or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 The person who lacks these things is blind and shortsighted and has forgotten the cleansing from his past sins. 10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election, because if you do these things you will never stumble. 
 
As we kick off this new year, let’s make sure that we are F.I.X.E.D. in ’26.  Since we have been saved, we are on a journey toward heaven.  We are in the process of growing.  Earlier, we said that in the PRESENT, we are in the PROCESS of SANCTIFICATION; we are becoming more LIKE Jesus CHRIST.  The process is enhanced by Faith, Intentionality, X-citement, Evangelism and Discipline. 
 
If we are cars on the road of life.  From time-to-time we need a good wash.  Sometimes we may need a tuneup or other minor adjustments.  What about you?  What do you need this morning?  Now would be a good time to come to Jesus to get what you need.
 
 
					
 

