HOW TO HAVE VICTORY
Josh 23.1-11                                                                                                                        6-14-26a,  QBC

Have you heard about this little ‘soccer thing’ that is going on right now?  Yes, it’s the FIFA World Cup championship tournament – fut-bol.  Games are being held in three countries, Canada, the US and Mexico.  Eleven US cities are hosting games.  We will have nine games here in DFW, until July 14th.
 
Games have winners and losers.  President Trump likes to talk about ‘winning.’  Winning is more fun than losing, right?  Losing isn’t lethal, usually.  The Mayans and the Aztecs played a game called Ulama.  The losing team would have to pony up for human sacrifice.  In that case losing could be lethal.
 
Life is not a game.  Well, it isn’t exactly a game.  We are involved in it.  There are ‘rules.’  There are consequences.  Life is ‘serious business.’  We are not exactly ‘players;’ though we might be said to be ‘playing.’  We are involved in life.   Eternity hangs in the balance.   Life, as we live it, is much different than the Milton Bradley board game.  That LIFE could be picked up, put back in the box and forgotten.  Our life is much more serious.  Life is NOT just a game.  
 
Every game has rules and strategies.  In team sports there is athletic training, practice, strategy and execution. Uh oh, execution sounds like dying, again.  Every game has rules.  If we want to be successful, we need to know the rules and understand the strategies.
 
This morning we are listening in as Joshua, leader of Israel as they possessed the Promised Land, is giving an address to the leaders of Israel.  Joshua is old now.  He has lots of hard miles on him.  He is giving the leaders some parting instructions.  He is telling them how to win as they continue to possess the Land.  He is giving them keys for victory.  These keys tell us how we, too, can have victory as people of God.
 
Joshua shares some “DOs” and some “DON’Ts.  There are things to apply and things to avoid.  We need these truths in our lives today so that we can experience victory.
 
Joshua knows that he is not the MVP.  Nope.  Israel has an unseen ally Who has facilitated their success.  
	V1—the LORD had given Israel rest…
	V3—everything the LORD your God did …
		… because it was the LORD your God Who was fighting for you…
 
Another great leader, King David knew this as well.  He wrote, “​If the LORD had not been on our side — let Israel say — 2 if the LORD had not been on our side when people attacked us,   then they would have swallowed us alive in their burning anger against us.  4 Then the water would have engulfed us; the torrent would have swept over us; 5 the raging water would have swept over us.  6 Blessed be the LORD, who has not let us be ripped apart by their teeth.  7 We have escaped like a bird from the hunter’s net; the net is torn, and we have escaped.  8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth” (Psa 124:1-8).
 
These instructions that Joshua is giving these leaders will keep them in sync with the LORD.  There is no victory without Him.  Actually, Joshua is telling these leaders the same things that the LORD told him long ago.  Look at Joshua 1.6-9.  It says, “’Be strong and courageous, for you will distribute the land I swore to their ancestors to give them as an inheritance. 7 Above all, be strong and very courageous to observe carefully the whole instruction my servant Moses commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right or the left, so that you will have success wherever you go. 8 This book of instruction must not depart from your mouth; you are to meditate on it day and night so that you may carefully observe everything written in it. For then you will prosper and succeed in whatever you do. 9 Haven’t I commanded you: be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go’.” 
 
We’ll start with the things to apply in order to have victory.
 
1. THINGS TO APPLY  - DOs
 
	A.  Be strong  (courageous)
 
	B.  Continue obeying
		(guarding, preserving, watching over)
 
	C.  Be loyal   (8)
		(to cling to, to join with, to stay with)
 
	D.  Diligently watch yourselves   (11)
		(watch, guard, care for)
 
	E.  Love the LORD your God   (11)
 
2. THINGS TO AVOID  - DON’Ts
 
	A.  Don’t turn from God’s instructions   (6)
		(turn away from, depart, desert, quit)
 
	B.  Do not associate with these nations   (7)
		(have dealings with)
 
	C.  Do not call on the names of their Gods   (7)
		(remember, recall, think about, mention)
 
	D. Do not make an oath to them
 
	E.  Do not serve them
		(work for, serve)
 
	F.  Do not bow to them
		(bow to, reverence, worship)
 
There is a progression in these six ‘don’ts.’  It is progress in the negative direction.  We might call that devil-ution.  It is going down-hill.  It is moving farther and farther from the Lord.  It is moving farther and farther from victory.
 
When the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, that deliverance is like salvation.  Taking possession of the Promised Land is like sanctification.  It is a process that requires our cooperation.  Victory comes from the Lord as we honor and obey Him.
 
His instructions are so we can win.  The Lord wants us to enjoy the blessings of victory. So, HOW GOES IT WITH YOU??
 
Are you saved and do you know it?
	Are you saved and do you show it?
 
Are you walking in victory?
	Are you hungry for more?
 
If you aren’t experiencing victory, what’s wrong?
 
· Have you turned to the right or to the left in relation to God’s will?
· Are you associating with worldly, sinful things/people?
· Are you focusing attention on things other than the things of God?
· Are you committed to things outside of the word, will and ways of God?
· Are you investing your time talents and treasure on things out	side of the word, will and ways of God?  Do you have an idol in your life?
· Is anything/anyone more important to you than the Lord Jesus?
 
These are the kinds of things that will keep us from having victory.  Remember, when the Lord says, “Don’t,” He means “Don’t hurt yourself or someone else.”
 
These are the kinds of things that need to be dealt with swiftly and energetically.  Taking care of issues like these should not be put off.  These things need to be taken care of right now, today, this morning.  These things need to  be taken care of before we leave this building.
 
The Lord is telling us how to have victory, just like He told Joshua.  We need to do the do’s and don’t do the don’t’s.
 
 

