AARON’S BLOOMING ROD
Numbers 17                                                                                                                   8-30-26am,  QBC

 A stick is a stick is a stick.  Its is JUST a stick, right?  Soooo . . . when is a stick NOT just a stick?  A stick is not just a stick when it is in the right hands. 
 
Consider this, a baseball bat is just a dead piece of wood … until it is in the right hands.  In the right hands, a dead piece of wood can knock a ball over a fence.   Isn’t it odd how excited we can get over a little round ball clearing a green fence.  Barry Bonds holds the Major League Baseball home run record with 762.  He passed Hank Aaron, who hit 755, on August 7, 2007.  The only other players to have hit 700 or more are Babe Ruth with 714, and Albert Pujols with 703.  A Rod, (696), The Say Hey Kid,’ Willie Mays (660), Ken Griffey Jr. (630), Jim Thome (612), and Sammy Sosa (609) are the only other players to have hit 600 or more homeruns (Wikipedia).
 
The leading maker of wooden baseball bats is Louisville Slugger, known for its high-quality bats used in Major League Baseball. Their bats are widely recognized and trusted by players at all levels. They are, of course, manufactured in Louisville, KY.  Could it be a mere coincidence that the leading bat manufacturer is located in the same city as Southern Baptist’s oldest and best seminary? Just something to think about (wink wink).
 
A stick is NOT just a stick when it is in the right hands.  A stick is not just a stick, when it is in God’s hand.  It is much more.  In our quest to consider significant STiCKs and SToNEs of the Bible, today we will look at ‘Aaron’s Blooming Rod.’
 
Before we jump into the text, we need to note a word.  The word translated staff or rod is the Hebrew word matteh.  This word means stick or staff or rod or stem or tribe.  We will see more about this as we go along.
 
I. THE SNAKE WRANGLE   (EX 7.8-13)
	The power of God exceeds
NOTE : the significant actions occur when the staff is not in Aaron’s hand.

II. THE BLOODY WATER   (Ex 7.19-20)
	The power of God exemplifies
 
III. THE FROG WALLOW   (EX 8.5ff)
	The power of God expels
 
IV.  THE GNAT WRESTLE   (EX 8.16ff)
	The power of God exposes
This is the first sign that Pharoah’s sorcerers cannot mimic.
 
V. THE ROCK WATER   (EX 17)
	The power of God exhibits
The rock is struck with the stick, Aaron’s rod, and water comes forth for God’s people.
VI.  THE STAFF WITNESS   (NUM 17)
	The power of God exalts
This dead stick blossoms.  But wait; there’s more!  The dead stick, Aaron’s rod, bears almonds.  The rod not only blooms, but bears fruit!  The rod recognizes the tribe of Levi, the house of Aaron, as God’s chosen priesthood.
 
VII.  THE GREATEST STICK WARRIOR
	The power of God extravagandizes
 
Jesus died on a wooden cross made of two pieces of wood, two sticks.  Jesus died as the ultimate sacrifice for our sins.  The cross blossoms and bears fruit.
 
Jesus died and was buried.  On the third day, the borrowed tomb where Jeus had been laid was empty.  Jesus had risen from the dead.  Jesus died for our sins and rose for our justification.  Jesus defeated sin, death and hell.  He overcame the evil one.  Jesus won spiritual victory.  Jesus rose from the dead and lives today.
 
A stick is just a stick, until it is in the right hands.  The cross was the most cruel, heinous and insidious means of execution ever devised.  That is, until Jesus got His hands on it.  Jesus transformed the cross into a symbol of life, not of death.  Jesus made the cross a symbol of extravagance, not of execution.  Jesus made the cross the symbol of salvation, not the means of damnation.
 
A stick is NOT just a stick when it is in the right hands.  A stick is not just a stick, when it is in God’s hand.  It is much more.  Are you in His hand?
 

