WHY CHRISTMAS—WHY THE INCARNATION
Heb 2.14—18                                                                                                            12-14-25am,  QBC
                    
 Some may be wondering, “What IS the incarnation?”  Could it have to do with evaporated milk?  “In-carnae” literally means “in meat,” or “in flesh.”   The incarnation is the biblical idea that God came in human flesh, or as someone said in the ‘70’s, “God-in-a-bod.”
 
John 3.16 reminds us that God Himself gave the first Christmas present.  “He gave his only Son.”  Jesus was born, became a man, so that we might be saved.  Merry Christmas!
 
By the way, what is a characteristic of a good Christmas present?
	Something you need
	Something you like
	Something you wouldn’t get yourself
	Something you don’t have to put together
	Something that you didn’t realize you need
	Something that makes life better
 
As we think together about ‘Why the Incarnation,’ we will begin to see that the present that God gave is a really, really GOOD Christmas present.  We will find in our text, and we will lift out, five reasons for the incarnation.  Here we go . . .
 
I.  SET ASIDE   (14)
Now since the children have flesh and blood in common, Jesus also shared in 	these, so that through his death he might destroy the one holding the power of 	death ​— ​that is, the devil ​— ​ Hebrews 2:14
 
Notice “destroy the one holding the power of death  -  that is the devil”
 
Where did death come from?  Death came with the fall.  God told Adam … “you shall surely die” (Gn 2.15-7).  The Bible says, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, in this way death spread to all people, because all sinned” (Rom 5:12).
 
Somehow, death became a tool of the devil.  Jesus came to set aside the power of the devil.  He came to defeat death itself.  Jesus died for our sins and rose for our justification (Rom 4.25).  Jesus defeated death.

Jesus disarmed the devil.  That’s what it means when the Bible says “destroy … the devil.”  “Destroy” is a picturesque word.  In the Greek it means to render inoperative. It means to be entirely idle— to be of no effect.
 
The Bible says in 1 Jn 3.8, “The one who commits sin is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God was revealed for this purpose: to destroy the devil’s works.”  Literally, Jesus came “to make the works of the devil not work.”
 
Jesus came in the flesh to deal with the devil.  He came to set aside the devil.  Merry Christmas.
 
II. SET FREE   (15)
… and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death 
 
Jesus came in the flesh to free us from fear of death.  Fear is paralyzing.  Paralysis is tragic.  The devil uses fear to tie us up.  Jesus came to set us free.
 
December of 2024 began with a front-page story in the Wall Street Journal noting that Bible sales are up 22% this year due to rising anxiety and new marketing. Other book sales were up less than 1% during the same period. Jeff Crosby, president of the Evangelical Christian Publishers said, "People are experiencing anxiety themselves, or they're worried for their children and grandchildren." Bethany Martin, manager of the Faith & Life Bookstore in Newton, Kansas, noted she's seeing a lot of first-time Bible buyers. She said, "They're looking for hope with the world the way it is, and the Bible is what they're reaching for." The God Bless The USA Bible, endorsed by Donald Trump in March, was not included in these numbers of rising sales. Marketing strategies to address this growing anxiety have no doubt played a part, but the fact that Bible sales are up 21% higher than all other printed books is telling.    ( Wall Street Journal, 12/2/24, p.Al & B1 )

Jesus came to set us free from the fear of death.  Merry Christmas.
 
III. STEP IN   (17a)
Therefore, he had to be like his brothers and sisters in every way, so that he could become a merciful and faithful high priest in matters pertaining to God  - Hebrews 2:17a

Jesus came in the flesh so He could be an effective High Priest.  What does a priest do?  He is a go-between.  He goes to God for us.  He comes to us for God.  He is a mediator.  “There is ONE mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus”  (1 Tim 2.5).
 
He had to be like us to be effective.  We needed to understand that He understands.
 
Holiday scams are pervasive and Americans will lose over $10 billion this year in fraudulent schemes. Major newspapers have carried large articles about protecting yourself from common scams. Typical safeguards include watching out for fake charities, double-checking websites since deceptive links can be just a few characters different than the real one, don't answer unsolicited emails or texts, and be skeptical of product reviews & testimonials. The most repeated warning is the one we all know well ... if a deal seems too good to be true, it probably is. For that very reason many people think the Gospel is a scam, but what Jesus did through His incarnation isn't too good to be true ... it's just so good because it's so true.    ( USA Today, 11/25/24, p.B1 )
 
Jesus came in the flesh so that He could be our High Priest.  Merry Christmas.
 
IV.  SACRIFICE   (17b)
to make atonement for the sins of the people  -  Hebrews 2:17b
 
We know that sin is a problem.  Sin is THE problem.  Jesus came to make atonement for sins.  Atone means to cover.  This is not covering in the sense of a ‘cover-up.’  It means to cover as part of a greater plan.  I like to make it “at-one-ment.” Jesus did to eliminate our sin problem and restore our relationship with the Father.  Coming to God and being forgiven restores the relationship.  We can be at one with the Lord.  Jesus came to restore our relationship with God.
 
Louis Pasteur (1822-1895) pioneered immunology during a time when thousands died of rabies each year. After years of work on a vaccine, he was about to experiment on himself when a 9-year-old boy was bitten by a rabid dog. The boy's mother pleaded for Pasteur to try his medicine on her son. For 10 days young Joseph Meister was injected by Pasteur and he lived. The French chemist/pharmacist would continue making life-changing discoveries, but decades later he requested that three simple words be etched on his headstone: Joseph Meister Lived. Jesus came to earth so that we could go to heaven ... He died so we can live    ( Christian Reader, 11/98, p.27 ).
Jesus died so that we might live.  Jesus was the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Merry Christmas.
 
We have seen set aside, set free, step in and sacrifice.  There is one more reason Jesus came in the flesh in our text . . .
 
V.  SUPPORT   (18)
For since he himself has suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted
 
Jesus came to support us in our frailties.  He came to help.  This word “help” means to bring aid or to relieve — to help.
 
It is much easier to accept assistance from someone who has been where we are.  Jesus came to be where we are, so He could help. He was in all things tempted, like as we are, but without sin (Heb 4.15).
 
Jesus came in the flesh for us.  He came to support us in our weaknesses. Merry Christmas.
 
Jo Ann Kimball's town celebrated their centennial by erecting an eternal flame. The company's warranty stated, "Our eternal flames are fully guaranteed for three years." Jesus came to provide us with God's extended warranty.    ( Reader's Digest, November 2006, p.167 )
 
Glen Scrivener provides wise tension for those who reject the virgin birth of Jesus but find no problem believing creation took place without God. He states, "Christians believe in the virgin birth of Jesus. Atheists believe in the virgin birth of the universe. Choose your miracle."
Calvin Miller (1936-2012) offered a complementary quote on this topic by author Madeleine L'Engle (1918-2007). She stated, "The virgin birth ... is far less mind-boggling than the Power of all Creation stooping so low as to become one of us." Miller paraphrased it this way: "The virgin birth is nothing compared to incarnation." The latter is truly a far greater miracle.   ( A Million Little Miracles, Mark Batterson, 2024, p.105; The Book of Jesus, Calvin Miller, 1996, p.136 )
 
Why the Incarnation??  Jesus came in the flesh for us.  Merry Christmas!
 
 
			
 

