DIVIDED BY LIFE
Acts 10.37-43                                                                                                               4-12-26am,  QBC

 English writer Jonathan Swift wrote, “May you live all the days of your life.” One writer and performer was so impressed by this thought that he hired a calligrapher to create a beautiful piece that proclaimed those words, framed it and hung it above the mantel in his study. To truly live each day is an incalculable gift to ourselves, others, and the Lord we serve. (Saturday Evening Post, November/December 2015, p.32  McHenry, Raymond. In Other Words…: Facts, Humor, Illustrations and Anecdotes for Christian Leaders, Public Speakers and Pastors (p. 295). Kindle Edition.)

The exuberance of the resurrection power of Jesus living in us ought to make a difference.  That is what this message is about.  The resurrection of Jesus makes a difference in life.  Let’s look at our text . . .
 
37 – events that took place [REAL things that actually happened …]
 
The baptism that John preached was a baptism of repentance because the forgiveness of sins.  The flow was hear the message, repent, then be baptized as an outward testimony of an inward change.  In Mark 1:4 , it is written, “John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins."
 
“In Matt 3:11, John the Baptist mentions the purpose of his baptisms: “I baptize you with water for repentance.” Paul affirms this in Acts 19:4: “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” John’s baptism had to do with repentance—it was a symbolic representation of changing one’s mind and going a new direction. “Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River” (Matthew 3:6). Being baptized by John demonstrated a recognition of one’s sin, a desire for spiritual cleansing, and a commitment to follow God’s law in anticipation of the Messiah’s arrival” (GotQuestions.org).
 
38 – Jesus was anointed by God
 
	He was anointed with the Holy Spirit and power
 
	Jesus went around doing good
 
	Jesus went about healing all who were under the tyranny of the devil
 
	He did all this because God was with Him
 
39 - The apostles were witnesses of the things He did
 
	Yet … They killed Him by hanging Him on a tree
 
40 – God raised Him up on the third day
They believed that after 3 days the spirit departed from the body.  	After 3 days, you are thoroughly dead.  There would be no mistake.  
 
Jesus had predicted that He would die and be raised again on the third day.  It happened just as He said.
 
	God caused Him to be seen [see Ac 1.3; 1 Cor 151.ff]

The Lord permitted Jesus to be seen over a period of time.  He showed Himself alive for more than a month.  Many infallible proofs supported the reality of His resurrection.
 
In Acts the sermons featured the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  That is an astounding fact.  It was a fact THEN; it is a fact TODAY.  Actually, the death and resurrection of Jesus is the dividing line of just about everything:
	BC				-	AD
	Old Testament			- 	New Testament
	Lost				-	Saved
	Dead				-	Alive
	Faulty				-	REAL
 
The NT is overflowing with the difference that Jesus ought to make in our lives.  We were lost, now we are found.  We were blind, but now we see.  We were dead, dead in our sins; now we are alive.  If we are saved, Jesus is living in us in the person of the Holy Spirit.  If Jesus is living in us, it ought to make a difference.
 
My father-in-law Jack Gray had some sayings, as y’all know.  One of his sayings was, “Your exuberance behooves me.”  I am not sure I know all that that statement means, but I have come to some understanding.   Some of it hit me this week.  Jesus living in us brings some exuberance, some gusto, some zing.  What He brings is life.  He gives us eternal life.  This life is both a quantity, as well as a quality of life.  It is LIFE — life in all-caps, italic, bold and underlined.
 
Let me ask you this  - 
· Are you exuberant?
 
I know. I know. We are all put together differently.  Some are more bubbly than others.  I get it.
 
I remember hearing about a little boy at school.  One day he was just standing beside his desk.  The teacher asked, “Johnny, what are you doing?” (WHY is it always ‘Little Johnny’?!?)
Johnny said “I’m standing up.”
The teacher said, “Johnny, you can’t stand up all day.  Please take your seat.”
Johnny just stood there.  
The teacher came around her desk, stood over Johnny, and said softly but firmly, “Young man, you WILL sit down, and you will sit RIGHT now.”
Johnny sat down.  As the teacher was going back to her desk, Johnny quietly affirmed, “I may be sitting down on the outside, but I’m standing up on the inside.”
 
We can ALL be exuberant on the inside.  Once in a while it will shine out through to the outside.
 
· Who is behooved by you?

Are we content to 'settle,' for ‘normal,’ when we could be exuberant.  Ole Vance Havner used to say, “The church is so subnormal that if it ever got back to the New Testament ‘normal’ it would seem to people to be abnormal.”
 
Jesus was raised from the dead.  Jesus is a living, reigning, awesome Savior.  Jesus lives in us.  Paul said, “I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I now live in the body, [Or flesh] I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  Jesus living in us makes a difference.
 
· Did Jesus die and rise again just so we can settle?  

	Did He come to live in us just so we can settle??  I think NOT.

Consider Eph 2.1-6  - ​And you were dead in your trespasses and sins 2 in which you previously walked according to the ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit now working in the disobedient. 3 . . . 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, 5 made us alive (Aor Act) with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! 6 He also raised us up with him (Aor Act) and seated us with him (Aor Act) in the heavens in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:1-6).  

All those verbs mean that God did these things.  They are also past tense.  The action is done.  We are made alive – right NOW.  We are raised up with Jesus – right NOW.  We are seated with Him in heavenly places RIGHT NOW.
 
Does that make you tingly??  It does me!
 
Look at Col 1.13  - “He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves” (Both verbs are Aor Act).
 
Col 2.9-10  - For the entire fullness of God’s nature dwells (Pres Act) bodily in Christ, 10 and you have been filled (Perfect) by him, who is the head over every ruler and authority” 
 
You were filled by Him in Whom the entire fulness of the nature of God dwells all the time.  Filled (Pf tense) – a completed act in the past with effects that continue into the present.  When you got saved, Jesus 	came to dwell in you.  He made His home in you.   He filled you up with Himself and He is keeping you filled.  Well, Glory!!
 
Jn 6.47  - “Truly I tell you, anyone who believes has (Present) eternal life.”  
 
Do you believe? You have eternal life.  You have, as a present and on-going possession, eternal life.  Literally, it is “life into the ages.”  You have the heavenly life of the ages in you right now.  The age to come has come into you already!  Right now.
 
John 10.10  - “A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I have come so that they may have (Pres Act Subj) life and have (Present Active Subj) it in abundance.” 

Have you heard that “Red Bull gives you wiiings?”  Jesus does even better; Jesus gives you LIIIFE.  LIFE!!!  All CAPS, bold, italic and underlined – WITH exclamation points!  And, yet, we settle.  We settle for Droopy Dog life when Jesus wants us to have Under Dog LIFE!!!  
 
2 Cor 2.14  -- “But thanks be to God, who always leads (Pres Act Part) us in Christ’s triumphal procession and through us spreads (Pres Act Part) the aroma of the knowledge of him in every place.”
	
	Jesus ALWAYS - continuously - leads us in a victory parade.  Our lives are like the parade route.  The Lord constantly leads us in a procession of triumph.  Do we have issues?  Are there potholes along the way? Of course, but we are en route.  We haven’t got to the end of the parade route yet.  We are on our way, and the Lord is leading us.

	He is CONTINUALLY spreading His good aroma through us in every 	place.
 
“Spreading” is  a word that means to make manifest, to make apparent, often it means to make visible.  How can you make an aroma visible?  You make it tangible.  You make it experiential.  You make it so that others pick up on it.  You become the source of God’s holy aroma.
 
Are y’all familiar with Glade?  Yeah – it is ‘room re-odorizer.’  That’s us.  We are Glade-for-God.  We are spiritual diffusers of heavenly aroma.  How is your aromatic exuberance??
 
2 Cor 4.6-7  - “For God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone (Aor Act) in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ7 Now we have (Present) this treasure in clay jars, so that this extraordinary power may be from God and not from us.” 
 
Do you know what happens if you put something aromatic, like perfume, in a clay jar and close it up and leave it in there?  The clay soaks up the smell.  The aroma is infused into the clay.  Even after the perfume is removed, the aroma is still in there.  Do you see where I am going?  Yeah!  The Lord puts His precious treasure of salvation in us.  He gives us LIFE!!!  The aroma of this LIFE!!! is infused into us.  When the lid comes off, the aroma of heaven, the smell of salvation, ought to waft all over the place.  We ought to re-odorize every place we go.  Our aroma, our exuberance, ought to spiritually re-smell-erize every place we go .  Our exuberance ought to behoove the folks around us!
 
I learned something the other day.  Terri Lee told me that when Lady Bird Johnson was doing her wild-flower thing, they had a neat way to spread those wild-flower seeds.  Terri said that they would get a hand-full of mud and sprinkle in some wild-flower seeds.  They would drive up the highway and throw those wild-flower seed balls out the window.  The mud would keep the birds from eating the seeds.  Then, when the rain came, the dirt would melt away, and cover the seeds.  And, BAM – wild-flowers!
 
The Lord has put His seeds in us.  We are jars of clay, balls of mud, if you will, molded from the dust of the ground.  When we are broken, the seeds spill out and the Spirit waters them, and BAM - somebody gets saved. Something heavenly happens!
 
Paul said, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you may know what is . . . the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the mighty working of his strength.  He exercised this power in Christ by raising him from the dead & seating him at his right hand in the heavens” ​(Eph 1:18-20).
 
Did you know that the SAME power that raised Jesus from the dead is working you?  Resurrection power -- LIFE!!!-giving power is working in you.  The mighty working of God’s strength is going on in YOU!  Resurrection power makes the difference.
 
Dear people, Jesus makes the difference.  Jesus is the dividing line.  Jesus lives.  Jesus lives in us.  Jesus makes a difference.  Jesus gives us LIFE!!!  Jesus gives us exuberance.  Jesus re-odorizes our lives so that we can diffuse the aroma of life everywhere we go.  He puts the treasure of His salvation-life in us.  Jesus ‘exuberates’ us, so that our exuberance can behoove someone else!
 
Why do we settle for Droopy Dog life, when we can have Under Dog LIFE!!! ?
 
· Is your exuberance behooving anybody?
· Are you settling?  Don’t settle.  Don’t sit down.  Be standing up for Jesus on the inside AND on the outside.  
Let the exuberance, the aroma of your salvation, diffuse through you into every place you go.
 
· Are you saved and do you know it?
· Are you saved and do you show it?
· Is you exuberance behooving anybody?
 

