A WHALE OF A THANKSGIVING
Jonah 2                                                                                                                           11-22-25am,  QBC
 
There are some special times of thanksgiving, even some in the Bible :
· Israel's thanksgiving after deliverance from Egypt (Exod. 15) 
· Thanksgiving at the dedication of the temple (2 Chron. 5) 
· The first Thanksgiving in America 
It was 1621 and the settlers and the Wampanoag Indians gathered together to celebrate survival, harvest and the give thanks to God.  Thanksgiving is a distinctively American day.  
It is more than just a day to eat yourself into a coma and watch football.
 
This morning, we are going to ponder on one of history’s most unusual Thanksgivings.  Notice that :
· Jonah is giving thanks inside a big fish. 
· He gives thanks and praise to God. 
· Jonah had a whale of a Thanksgiving.
 
On Yom Kippur, the Jews read the book of Jonah.  They confess, “I am Jonah.” There is so much to think about as we consider how we are like Jonah.  Jonah was thankful.  He had A LOT to be thankful for.  We have A LOT to be thankful for.  Are we thankful?  ARE we Jonah?
 
We are going to look in four directions to discover how things went in this biblical drama.  We will see how things went down, went up, went out and came in.  Let’s throw ourselves overboard with Jonah.
 
I.  JONAH WENT DOWN
 
	A.  Down to Joppa  (1.3)
 
	B.  Down onto the ship   (3)
 
	C.  Down into the hold of the ship   (5)
 
	D.  Down in sleep   (5)
 
	E.  Down into the ocean   (1.15)
 
	F. Down inside Sheol   (2.2)
 
	G.  Down into the depths of the sea   (2.3)
 
	H.  Down to the foundations of the mountains   (2.6)
 
As Johnny Cash would say Jonah went “down, down, down.”  When we go away the Lord, there is only one direction, DOWN.  When we disobey, it is ALL down-hill.  See, we ARE Jonah.
 
II. PRAYER WENT UP
 
This how it happens?  RIGHT??!!??   When we are sliding down, down, down, we FINALLY start to pray.  So too, Jonah.  See  we ARE Jonah.
 
	A.  The sailors prayed to THEIR gods  (1.5)
 
	B.  The captain commanded Jonah to pray   (1.6)
 
	C.  Sailors prayed to YHWH   (1.14)
 
	D.  Jonah prayed   (2.1)
 
		1.  He prayed  (2.1)
		2.  Jonah called to the LORD   (2.2)
		3.  He cried out   (2.2)
		4.  He remembered the LORD and his prayer came to the LORD  (2.7)
 
	E.  Did the great fish pray?
Did he say a thanksgiving prayer?  Did that fish say, “Lord, I 	thank you for the bounty of this feast??”
 
Jonah went down.  Prayer went up.  Next, we see that …
 
III.  AN ANSWER WENT OUT  
 
	The Bible gives us two words for this answer.

	A.  I cried to the LORD and He answered me
	“Answered” means to heed, to pay attention to, to respond
 
	B.  I cried out for help … You heard my voice
	“Heard” means to hear, to hear intelligently, to be attentive
 
The Lord hears and answers every legitimate, sincere prayer of His people.  He has three patented responses.  These are “Yes,” “No” and “hold yer ‘tater.”  That means wait.
 
Not every cry of every person is a real pray-er.  “Hoping to goodness” is not really praying.   Can unsaved people REALLY expect an answer as they are living in utter disregard for the Lord and disobedience?  “Pharisee prayers” will go unanswered.  You remember the guy Jesus spoke of who “Prayed thus with HIMSELF.”
 
We need to get hold of another important idea here.   Look at 1.17 where we see, “The Lord appointed a great fish.”  HHhhhmmmm.
 I wonder how long does it take the Lord to make a “great fish.”  Of course, He could create one in an instant.  But what IF, He grew this “great fish?”  How long would that take?  See where I am going?  Come with me as we chase this rabbit, I mean this fish, for a bit.
 
How long would it take for a fish large enough to swallow a full-grown man to grow that big?  I don’t know either.  I am thinking it would take a looong time.
 
Here is another thought to ponder.  How did that “appointed” fish just “happen” to be exactly where Jonah was at the exact time to swallow Jonah and be the first deep sea rescue boat, er  sub, I mean fish?  
 
I did some research. There are 140 MILLION square miles of ocean.  That’s aa LOT of water.  There are 332.5 cubic miles of water.  That is 352,670 gad-gook-gillion cubic gallons of water.  Write down 352,670 with 15 zeroes after it.  That is how much water we are talking about.  
 
And out of all that water, at just that moment, that just that particular fish just HAPPENED to be right next to Jonah?  I am sorry, but I do not have enough faith to believe that!  The point is God is shaping answers LONG before we even have an inkling there might be a problem.  Aren’t you glad the Lord hears and answers prayer.  I am glad he answered Jonah, cuz I am Jonah.
 
IV.  THANKS CAME IN
	I will sacrifice with the voice of thanksgiving
 
	A.  FOR me
 
	B.  TO You
 
Hebrews 13.15 says, “Therefore, thru Him, let us continually offer up to God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that confess His name.”  We need to take time to ponder over every word of this verse.  We need apply every bit of it to our everyday lives.
 
Psalm 50.14-5 says,  “Offer a thanksgiving sacrifice to God, and pay your vows to the Most High. 15 Call on me in a day of trouble; I will rescue you, and you will honor me.” 
 
Psalms 106:1  - ​“Hallelujah! Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his faithful love endures forever. “
 
1 Thessalonians 5:18  - “Give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
 
 I am Jonah.  “As for me, I will sacrifice to the Lord with a voice of thanksgiving.”  How about you?  Let us give thanks.
 
We, like Jonah, can have a whale of a thanksgiving!
 
“Salvation belongs to the LORD.”
 

