SEVEN CERTAINTIES OF THE SECOND COMING
1 Thess 4.13-5.2                                                                                                       1-11-26am,  QBC

 Things in life happen suddenly.  This Alabama teenager died suddenly on Christmas day while opening presents.
 
This oil tanker was seized by the US Coast Guard, supposedly sailing illegally and  in violation of US sanctions against Iran.  This seizure happened quickly and was not announced.
 
This supposed international drug conspirator was arrested and is being held for trail on various charges.  This military and law enforcement arrest  transpired suddenly, though it has been talked about for years,
 
The Bible says , “’Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of Man: 27 People went on eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage until the day Noah boarded the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 It will be the same as it was in the days of Lot: People went on eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building. 29 But on the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It will be like that on the day the Son of Man is revealed’” (Luk 17:26-30).
 
Noah had been building the ark for years and years.  He had been preaching righteousness.  Then, suddenly, it started to rain.  When the Lord brought Lot and his family out of Sodom, the fire and brimstone started to fall suddenly.   We have been talking about the second coming of Christ for 2,000 years, and it hasn’t happened yet. But it WILL.  That is certain.  It will be sudden.
 
It is certain, not because “Stone Cold said so,” as Texas wrestler Steve Austin used to say.  Rather, it is certain because “the Bible tells me so.”  There are scattered verses, as well as entire chapters that speak of the second coming.  Some would say that the entire book of Revelation is about the second coming in one way or another.  
 
The challenge we face is that the Bible is not written like a theology text book.  It is written mostly out of pastoral concern for the needs of God’s people to grow and the need of unsaved people to understand about salvation.  Putting these scattered Bible truths together properly is our challenge.

Our passage reveals to us ‘Seven Certainties of the Second Coming.’  They are not listed in logical or systematic order, but we find them embedded in the text.  We will note them in the order that we find them in the text.  We will use seven words to identify these certainties : Accompaniment, Adjustment, Arrival, Arising, Ascent, Always and Assurance.
 
Notice first Paul’s pastoral concern (13).  
	Paul offers 3 things :
	1.  Information   	(13a)
	2.  Comfort		(13b)
	3.  Hope			(13c)
 
I said that we would find how many certainties?  Seven.  In our CSB Bibles we can identify these certainties by finding the word “will.”  Paul talks about seven things that the Lord will do.   First off, if the Bible tells us, we can count on it.  Secondly, if the Lord is going to do it, it will come to pass.  Therefore, we can count these as seven certainties.
 
Again, remember, Paul is writing out of pastoral concern.  He is not issuing a theological treatise on eschatology.  Eschatology is the study of last things.  He is not going to tell us everything that we would like to know.  He is not going to tell us everything that he knows.  Paul is going to tell us, by way of the Thessalonian believers, several things to inform and comfort us concerning eschatology.  He will touch on what we can call personal eschatology as well as historical eschatology as he ministers to their concerns.  
 
The more I looked at what Paul is telling us, the more I felt like we ought to camp out here for a little while.  And we may come back to it in a few weeks.  This morning is like a fly-over, an aerial view, an overview.  With seven certainties, if we spent 10 minutes on each one, it would take over an hour, not counting the introduction, conclusion and time of response.  So, we will spend 2 or 3 minutes on each one, hopefully.
 
I. ACCOMPANIMENT   (14)
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, in the same way, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 1 Thessalonians 4:14
 
 The dead in Christ are in heaven with the Lord, their spirits.  He will bring their spirits when He comes again.

II. ADJUSTMENT   (15)
For we say this to you by a word from the Lord: We who are still alive at the Lord’s coming will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 1 Thessalonians 4:15
 
Paul wants to adjust their thinking about who will experience the second coming.  The living will have no ‘advantage’ over the ‘dead in Christ.’

III. ARRIVAL   (16)
For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 1 Thessalonians 4:16
 
The Lord Himself will descend from heaven.

IV.  ARISING   (16)
For the Lord himself will descend from heaven . . . and the dead in Christ will rise first. 1 Thessalonians 4:16
 
The bodies of the dead in Christ will rise and be reunited with their spirits.
V. ASCENT   (17)
Then we who are still alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:17
 
Believers who are alive when Jesus comes again will be transformed and caught up with the dead who have been transformed.  All will meet the Lord together.

VI.  ALWAYS   (17)
and so we will always be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:17
 
All of God’s people will be with Him forever. THAT is heaven!

We have seen six certainties drawn from our text.  Now we will see a seventh . . .
 
VII.  ASSURANCE   (5.1-2)
​About the times and the seasons: Brothers and sisters, you do not need anything to be written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-2
 
The Day of the Lord will come.  The Lord always keeps His word.

We skipped verse 18.  Paul says, “Therefore encourage one another with these words (1 Thess 4:18).  Here, again, we see Paul’s pastoral purpose.  He isn’t writing to answer all of our questions about the Second Coming and the end times.  He is writing to reassure believers who are concerned about loved ones who have gone on before.  These reassuring truths are comforting for us too.  We are also getting glimpses of what lies ahead. 

There are many schemes and outlines of how the last days will unfold.  The bottom line is that we cannot know all the details with absolute certainty.  What we do know is that Jesus came the first time to deal with sin and provide for our salvation.  He “will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him” (Heb 9.28).

He will come suddenly.  We need to be ready to meet Him when he comes.  We need to be “waiting for Him.”
 

