JACOBS’S PILLOW
Gen 28.10-22                                                                                                               8-9-26am,  QBC
 
Years ago, there was a TV gameshow called “You Bet Your Life.”  The original host was Groucho Marx, so that tells you how long ago it was.  The show that originally started out on radio, featured Groucho’s comedic adlibbing.
 
The big idea that we can take from today’s message is that Christianity is a proposition in which we literally bet our lives. This faith-based religious experience pertains to time and to eternity.  In reality, we are betting our eternal lives on the truth of the Bible. 
 
In our series of messages about ‘Sticks and Stones,’ this morning we are considering a passage that centers on a rock.  We know the family tree :  Abraham  — Isaac — Jacob and Esau.
 
In his old age, Isaac blesses his two sons.  This plays out from that time Jacob fed off of Esau’s frailties and out-bargained him for the birth-right.  Later, with Rebekahs’ assistance, Jacob acted like he was Esau and got blessing from Isaac.   Esau is not pleased.  In his mind, he plans to take care of his Jacob problem after their father dies.
 
Rebekah found out what Esau was planning and she warned Jacob.  He tells Jacob to got to her kin-folk and find him a wife, as Isaac had encouraged him.  Then, he could stay away from Esau.  This is where our story begins.  We will break down under five headings :
Departure, Dream, Discovery, Dedication and Devotion.
 
I.  DEPARTURE		(28.10-1)
 
II. DREAM			(28.12-15)
 
	A.  Stairs
 
	B.  Sovereign
 
	C.  Speech
 
	The Lord makes a 6-part promise to Jacob :
		1.  Parcel 			(13)		Land
		2.  People			(14a)		Descendants
		3.  Preference		(14b)		Blessing
		4.  Presence		(15a)
		5.  Protection		(15b)
		6.  Plan				(15c)
 
III.  DISCOVERY		(28.16-7)
	
Jacob said “God is here”
	He feared (17)
	He saw it as a fearsome/awesome place
 
		He understood it as “the house of God”
			He saw it as the “gate of heaven”
 
IV.  DEDICATION 	(28.18-9)
 
	Jacob makes his stone pillow into a marker, a memorial  (18)
	Jacob re-named the place “Beth-el”  - “the house of God”
 
Naming depends upon authority.  Jacob accepts what God says.  Since this is now his land, he can re-name the town.
		Jacob took God at his word and he acted upon it.  We should do the same!
 
V. DEVOTION		(28.20-2)
 
	Jacob vowed a vow	(20)
		Relationship		(21)
		Recognition		(22)	Submission
 
Jacob was becoming a changed man.  He wasn’t completely there yet.  But he started moving in the right direction.  Just like when we get saved; we start moving in the right direction
 
Jacob encountered God.  His response set the tone for the rest of his life.
 
Jacob experienced God.  He committed to follow God.  He bet his life.  We ought to do the same.  What are you betting on?

Christianity is a proposition in which we literally bet our lives. This faith-based religious experience pertains to time and to eternity.  In reality, we are betting our eternal lives, our souls, on the truth of the Bible and the reality of Jesus Christ.  It will be best for us to take God at Hos word and act upon what He says.
 

