FOLLOW-SHIP
Mark 8.34-38                                                                                                                4-19-25am,  QBC

 We used to talk about sitting in the “the cheap seats.”  I am not sure they exist anymore.  I looked in my scrapbook.  I saw the Eagles in Huntsville, Alabama, in 1975, for $6.  If you want to see the Eagles in Arlington it will cost you $168 - $512.  Here are more examples :
· Alice Cooper and Criss Angel – ‘Welcome to My Nightmare’ - Vegas - $164 - $395.
· To see Travis Tritt last night at Billy Bob’s in Ft Worth would have cost you $60 - $420.
· Cowboys vs Eagles at ATT stadium next year—$117 to stand up, all the way up to $3000.  (That does not include parking!)
· Texas Rangers at Globe Life—$17 to $970.
· Dallas Stars at AAC - $89 - $478.
It looks like the only “semi-cheap” seats are at the hockey rink and baseball stadium.  And at QBC.  Our seats are free.  More about that later ...
 
Remember that old show, This Is Your Life?  This TV series was broadcast on NBC, from 1952 to 1961.  It was originally hosted by its creator and producer Ralph Edwards as a radio program, from 1948 to 1950.  In the program, the host surprised guests and then took them through a retrospective of their lives in front of an audience, including appearances by colleagues, friends, and family (en.wikipedia.org).
 
The studio audience watched it for free.  People at home watched it for free.  The person whose life was reviewed had lived for free, more or less.  People can still get to watch television shows from the studio audience for free.  Life, however, is NOT free.  Life is costly.  EVERYTHING costs, now.  People come to the window at work and ask what we have for free today.  I tell them to take a deep breath.  The air is about all that is free anymore.
 
Our passage today is about life.  Really it is about the soul.  The word translated “life” in this text is the Greek word psuche.  Psuche means soul or life.  It is the essence of who you are.  Your soul is you, and you are your soul.  The question for this morning is, “What are you doing with your life?”  What are we doing with our souls?
 
Jesus puts it this way, “Whoever wants to save his life (soul) will lose it, but whoever loses his life (soul) because of Me and the gospel will save it” (Mk 8.35).  Jesus says that the way to save you life is to follow Him.  The key to life is following Jesus.  This morning we are talking about ‘Follow-ship.’  That is your Bro. Johnny word of the day.  
 
We will break what Jesus tells us about follow-ship down into 2 sections : The Requirements of Follow-ship  and The Ramifications of Follow-ship.  Let us get into the text . . .
 
I.  THE REQUIREMENTS OF FOLLOW-SHIP   (34)
 
A.  Denial
Deny himself
 

B. Dedication
	Take up his cross
 
C. Devotion
	And follow Me

“Follow” = Akoloutheiv – “The individual calling to follow Jesus involved abiding fellowship with Him, not only for the sake of learning as a scholar from his teacher (Matt. 8:19), but also for the sake of the salvation known or looked for which presented itself in such fellowship (Matt. 19:21; Luke 9:61). The first thing involved in following Jesus is a cleaving to Him in believing trust and obedience. Those cleaving to Him must also follow His leading and act according to His example (John 8:12; 10:4, 5, 27).
 
The term is reserved for being a disciple of Christ (except when the sense is very general) and is confined to the four Gospels (apart from Rev. 14:4). External following is still involved (cf. Mt. 8:19; Mk. 10:28) but with a total commitment and in an exclusive relation to one who is recognized as not just a teacher but the Messiah. This discipleship brings participation in salvation (Kittel Theol. Dict of NT, abridged)
 
II.  THE RAMIFICATIONS OF FOLLOW-SHIP   (35-8)
 
A.  Salvation of the soul   (35)
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 	because of me and the gospel will save it. 

B. Valuation of the soul   (36)
For what does it benefit someone to gain the whole world and yet lose his 	life?
 
C. Compensation for the soul   (37)
What can anyone give in exchange for his life? 
 
D. Damnation of the soul   (38)
For whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 	generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
In this passage Jesus mention 2 “wants” :
· V 35 says, “Whoever wants to save his life…”
· V 34 says “Whoever wants to follow Me…”
 
The point is that the way to save your soul is to follow Jesus.  Now, following Jesus is not like following somebody on social media.  That is basically meaningless and it doesn’t cost anything.  Following Jesus reveals the real meaning of life and costs everything.
 
It cost Jesus EVERYTHING . . .
 
It will cost us, too.  Yes, Jesus paid the price for us.  Like the old song says, “Jesus paid it all; all to Him I owe.”  Jesus did not water this stuff down.  He laid it on the line!  He said, “Whoever puts his hand to the plow and looks back is not worthy of My kingdom” –  Lk 9.62
 
Jesus said, “If anyone come to Me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters – yes, and even his own life also – he cannot be My disciple.  Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple … Every one of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple” – Lk 14.26-7, 33).  Jesus gave three, big, strong “cannots.”  He is NOT playing.  Nobody in our family, no person, can be more important than Jesus.  Nothing we plan of do can be more important than Jesus, no purpose can come first.  No possession can be more valuable to us than Jesus.  Someone said that “salvation is free, but is not cheap.”  True that!!!
 
There are plenty of cheap seats in the local Baptist church.  Admission is free and there are no membership fees.  A person can attend here, occupy their pew and it will cost them nothing. Others do the work, others pay the bills and others are willing to bear the reproach of Christ before a lost world.  Those before us paid for the land and put up the building, too.
 
But, there are no cheap seats in the body of Christ.  It costs something to be a true believer. It costs something to be a genuine disciple of Jesus.  It costs something to follow.  There is no cheap follow-ship. True Christianity demands our all!   Its costs us everything.  Genuine discipleship demands nothing less than that we deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Jesus all the way, every day, all the time — even to death if necessary.
 
What about it?  
· WHAT are we doing with our lives?
WHAT are we doing with our souls?
· Are you in ‘follow-ship’ with Jesus?  
· Are you following like the Savior demands?  
Or are you following as social media allows?  
· What would your life look like on “This is Your Life”?
 
· Are you saved and do you know it?  
· Are you saved and do you show it?
 

