THE BLIND-MAN MEETS THE GOD-MAN
Mark 10.46-52                                                                                                                        10-19-25am,  QBC
 
 What kinds of blindness are there?
Blind,  legally-blind, color-blind, snow-blind, night-blind, ‘venetian-blind’, ‘vertical blind’ . . .  Which is the worst kind of blindness??
 
Remember what Ray Stevens wrote in his song Everything Is Beautiful?  “There is none so blind as he who will not see.”  Ray nailed it.   Maybe Ray had been reading his Bible.  In Isaiah 42.18ff, the Lord says, “’Listen, you deaf!  Look, you blind, so that you may see.  19 Who is blind but my servant, or deaf like my messenger I am sending?  Who is blind like my dedicated one, or blind like the servant of the LORD?    20 Though seeing many things, you pay no attention.  Though his ears are open, he does not listen’.”
 
The middle section of Mark shows Jesus teaching His disciples.  Interestingly, this section begins and ends with the healing of a blind person.  We might even say Jesus was trying to get the disciples to “see” things from His perspective.  He wanted them to “see” what He was all about.  Here at the end of the section we find that this blind man actually “sees” more than the disciples.  Kind of sad, but  thankfully, the disciples eventually  caught up and caught on and began to “see.”
 
This morning, we are looking at ‘The Blind-Man Meets the God-Man.’  The big idea this morning is that Jesus opens blinded eyes and He changes blinded lives.  We will move thru seven sections as this story unfolds.  We will start with a Providential Encounter, then, a Pitiful Condition, next, a Persistent Cry, followed by, a Personal Call, a Pointed Question, a Phenomenal Cure and finally, a Prompt Commitment.  Here we go!
 
I.  A PROVIDENTIAL ENCOUNTER   (46)
 
	A.  Jesus is continuing toward Jerusalem
 
	B.  Bartimaeus is collecting alms
 
II.  A PITIFUL CONDITION   (46)
 
	A.  Blind
	B.  Beggar
 
III.  A PERSISTENT CRY    (47-8)
 
	A,  Persistent
 
	B.  Profound
 
IV.  A PERSONAL CALL   (49)
 
	A.  Jesus stopped
 
	Spurgeon said, “’Jesus stood still.’ I have heard of Joshua who said,’Sun, stand 	thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon’; but I rank the blind beggar above Joshua, for he causes the Sun of righteousness to stand still.  Yes, he who created both sun and moon stood still, and the Lord hearkened to the voice of a man.”

	B.  Jesus spoke
 
	C.  Someone said to BarTimaeus
 
		1.  “Be encouraged”
		2.  “Get up”
		3.  “He is calling for you”
 
	D.  We need to share with others, “Jesus is calling YOU.”
 
	E.  BarTimaeus  springs to the Lord
 
		1.  “He threw off his coat”  (Ex 22.25-8 could be ‘collateral’)
		2.  “Jumped up”
		3.  “Came to Jesus”
 
V.  A POINTED QUESTION   (51)
 
	A.  “What do you want Me to do for you?”
		Compare v36  - same thing he asked the disciples
 
	B.  How personal  “You … Me … you”
		Contrast his response with the disciples
· Disciples wanted seats—he wanted to see
· Disciples wanted fame—he wanted favor (mercy)
· Disciples still can’t see—the blind man sees it all
· Disciples sought a physical kingdom—he saw the Son of 
· David who was building a spiritual house (2 Sam 7.1-16)
 
VI.  A PHENOMENAL CURE   (52A)
 
	A.  See how he referred to Jesus :
· Rabboni
· Jesus
· Son of David
 
	B.  “I want to see”
 
	C.  “Your faith has saved you”
 
“saved” = sodzo  - Strong tells us it is used  110times in the King James - translated as save 93x, make whole 9x, heal 3x, be whole 2x, misc 3x.
 
It covers all kinds of “saving” =  1—to save, keep safe and sound, to rescue from danger or destruction ;
	2.— to preserve one who is in danger of destruction, to save or 
	rescue;
	3— to save in the technical biblical sense.
 
	See a few places where this word is used in the NT . . .
21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save  his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21
 
25 So the disciples came and woke him up, saying, “Lord, save us! 	We’re going to die! ”  Matthew 8:25
 
9 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved 	Rom 10:9
 
8 For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from 	yourselves; it is God’s gift ​Eph 2:8

	12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
	under heaven 	given to people by which we must be saved  Ac 4:12
 
One day a Christian and a Communist were sitting on a park bench watching the world go by. As they watched, a poor, drunken beggar walked by dressed in rags. The Communist pointed to the beggar and said, “Communism would put a new suit on that man!” To which the Christian responded, “Maybe so, but Jesus Christ can put a new man in that suit.”
 
VII.  A PROMPT COMMITMENT   (52B)
 
	A.  Jesus says, “Go your way.”
 
	B.  BarTimaeus has a new way  - He followed the Lordin the way.
 
We all have certain blind spots.  Some may be blinded to the truth of God.  The Lord sends His Holy Spirit to open the eyes of the spiritually blind.  He opens eyes so people can see Jesus for Who and What He REALLY is.  The Spirit draws people to salvation.  Yes.  Jesus opens blinded eyes; Jesus changes blinded lives!
 
God also sends His Spirit to His people.  He convicts us.  He guides us.  He teaches us.  He leads us.  We need to submit to the leadership of the Lord through His Holy Spirit.
 
We need to be like BarTimaeus :
· We need the Lord to have mercy on us. We need to call out to Him.
· We need to know that He can do what no one else can.
· We need to believe the word of God & trust in the will of God.
· We need to come to Jesus.
· We need follow Jesus.
 
 
