THE MYSTERY STONE
Rev 2.12-17                                                                                                                             10-11-26am,  QBC

 Do you have a stone that is special to you?  I bet some of you ladies do.  Do you have a stone hanging from a necklace?  It could be a jewel or a birth-stone.  Some ladies have a special stone that is mounted in their engagement ring.
 
What about you guys, any special stones?  My graduation rings have my birth-stone in them, kinda neat.
 
When Ben and Matt were little, we would go for walks.  They would pick up stuff, and I would get to carry their stuff in my pockets.  Matt called them treasures, for Ben they were mysteries.  It could  be an acorn, or a rock or just about anything.  I still have a couple of these little rocks somewhere.
 
What would make a stone special, anyway??  It could be the kind of stone, right??  Like a diamond or an emerald.  It could be special because of what it is.  I have this rock.  It looks like somebody was working on it, to make it into a tool or a weapon.  I found it on a trail somewhere.  I keep it on my desk at home.
 
A stone might be special because of what it represents, like the stone in an engagement ring.  A stone could be special because of who gave it to you.  I have this rock.  It has writing on it.  It says, “YOU ROCK.”  I have the note that says, “Happy Father’s Day.”  My granddaughter, Jenna, gave it to me when she was little.
 
We are coming to end of the trail as we examine the STiCKs and SToNEs of the Bible. This morning we come to what I am calling ‘The Mystery Stone.’   Commentators say a lot about this stone, yet it is STILL a mystery.  Let us see what we can discover.
 
The big idea from today’s message is that while we live in a world like this, Jesus gives us what we need to face the challenges, stand firm in our faith.  Our outline has three main areas : The Mystery,  The Meaning and The Message.  

This is one of the letters to the seven churches that we find in chapters 2 and 3 of the book of Revelation.  This message is addressed to the church at Pergamos or Pergamon or even Pergamum.  Each of the seven letters is a unique message from the Lord to the church that is addressed.  The truths of the messages can be applied to any church in any time.
 
Pergamos was a famous, significant city.  It boasted the second greatest library in the ancient world, coming behind only Alexandria.  It was the capital of the Roman province of Asia.  The proconsul, the governor of the province, operated out of Pergamos.  The proconsul had the power of the sword.
 
Like most ancient cities, Pergamos had temples for pagan worship.  Several famous temples were there.  Notably, this was a major center of emperor worship.  All of this pagan worship involved forms of idolatry and sacrifices and often immorality.  The meats in the marketplace mostly came from the temples.  It was the left-overs from the pagan sacrifices.   In emperor worship, the mantra was ‘Kurios Caesar,” “Ceasar is Lord.”  Christians declared “Kurios Christos” - “Christ is Lord.”  Pergamos was a very difficult place to live as a Christian.
 
With that background, let’s get into the text . . .
 
12 - Thus says the One Who has the sharp, double-edged sword
The proconsul had the power of the sword, but Jesus has the real power
 
	I know where you live
Jesus knows all about everything.  He reminds them, in 	particular, that He knows where they live
			Where is that?  They live where “satan’s throne is”
			13— “where satan lives”
 
13 - You are holding on to My name (present tense, continuous, on-going)
		And did not deny your faith in Me  (aorist, in respect to a significant incident)
			Even in the days of Antipas . . .
 
14 - But I have a few things . . .
	The teaching of Balaam  - compromise -  idolatry and immoralituy
	The teaching of the Nicolaitans  - compromise

16 - REPENT
	Otherwise I will come and fight against them 
		With the sword of My mouth
		The words of Jesus are weapons  - the word of God
		Ultimately, JESUS holds the sword
 
17 - Let anyone (singular) who has ears to hear LISTEN
	Listen to what Jesus says  - to what the Spirit says to the churches (plural)
	Jesus addresses us as individuals and as congragations.
 
Now we are ready for our outline.  NOW we get to The Mystery Stone.
 
I. THE MYSTERY OF THE STONE
 
Jesus will give hidden manna to conquerors
 
Jesus will give a white stone to those who conquer.
The stone is given by Jesus.
The stone is given to the one who conquers.
The stone will have new name inscribed on it that no one knows except the one who receives it.
 
What in the world is this stone?
We may not know that, but we know it is a gift from the Lord Himself.
We know it is especially fitting to the believers in Pergamos.
Since we live in challenging times, it may be fitting for us as well.
 
II. THE MEANING OF THE STONE
 
What do we know for sure?
	1.  It is white.
	2.  It is a gift from Jesus.
	3. It was especially meaningful for these people in those times.
 
What can scholars tell us?  They tell us a whole lot and, yet, not very much.  One writer said, “With this is linked a white stone inscribed with a new name. This has puzzled commentators for centuries. At least seven suggestions have been made with some confidence. One arises from legal practice, where a member of a jury who was for acquittal handed in a white stone. A second view sees a reference to reckoning, since white stones were often used in calculations. A third idea is that the white stone is the symbol of a happy day (like our ‘red-letter day’). Along somewhat the same lines is that which sees the stone as an amulet bringing good luck. A more prosaic suggestion is that the white stone represented a ticket to bread and circuses. A sixth suggestion arises from a rabbinic speculation that when the manna fell from heaven it was accompanied by precious stones (note that manna has just been mentioned). The seventh view is that the reference is to a stone in the breastplate of the high priest with the name of one of the tribes written on it. A variant sees a reference to the Urim (Exod. 28:30). Some of these may legitimately be criticized on the ground that either the stone is not white or it has no inscription. But none of them carries complete conviction. We simply do not know what the white stone signified, though clearly it did convey some assurance of blessing.”
 
The white stone is linked to “the hidden manna.”  You may remember  that manna was placed inside the ark of the covenant as a testimony, a reminder of God’s provision.  Legend has it that before the enemy overran Jerusalem, the ark was hidden.  Thus the idea of “hidden manna.”  Another legend held that when Messiah came and set of his kingdom, the ark would be revealed, and God’s people would enjoy the 
Messianic banquet.  
 
We like that because we LIKE these banquets, we like our eats, right?  But the thing is that hidden manna was thought to be related to the messianic banquet.  So, when Jesus promises His people who overcome that He will give them “hidden manna,” He is saying, “You will be with Me in the Messianic banquet.”
 
We have looked at the mystery of the stone and the meaning of the stone.  Finally, let’s see .  .  .
 
III.  THE MESSAGE OF THE STONE
 
Not only does He promise the manna, but also the mystery stone.  Probably this white stone covers a LOT of the bases for what it could mean. . .
 
1. Evidence of being declared ‘not guilty’ before God
2. Token of surviving in the arena of life
3. Carte Blanc in eternity
4. Admission to the messianic banquet
 
You may remember that ole Dusty Rhodes liked to talk life in those wrestling promos.  He would talk about how he had overcome “hard times.”  Jesus is encouraging His people that they can overcome “hard times.”  He has special blessings for us as we do.  We are living in ‘hard times.’
 
Remember, Jesus knows where we live.  He knows what we face.  We do not face it alone.  He is with us all the way.  He promises that He will never leave us or forsake us.
 
Jesus understands the challenges of life.  He knows about temptations.  He knows about opposition.  He knows how it is, and He is here with us and for us.
 
Jesus promises to give us what we need now in order to survive.  He also gives us what we need to thrive.  He promises us a seat in the Messianic Banquet, but He also prepares a table for us in the presence of our enemies.  We have promises for the sweet by and by, but also for the real here and now!
 
Jesus has the power of the sword.  Jesus has the words of life.  Jesus has everything we need today and forever.  Jesus is always with us.
 
Let us stand true.
Let us stand tall.
Let us stand together.
Let us stand up, stand up, stand up for Jesus!
 
Let us stand for Jesus all the time, every day and in every way.  As we do, He stand with us. Anen??!!??
 

