CALEB—The ORIGINAL MOUNTAIN MAN
Jos 14.10-12                                                                                                                           1-25-26 (video)
Have you seen that TV show ‘Mountain Men’?  It is what they call ‘reality TV’ on the History channel.  The show’s website tells us that in the rugged wilderness of North America, MOUNTAIN MEN and their families take on bold new challenges, testing the limits of their skills and perseverance. There’s no rest for the self-reliant men and women who have left modern day life to embrace the enduring traditions that once defined the West.  Even the basics—food, heat, and shelter—demand relentless effort from these fiercely independent individuals.  But surviving in the wild means constantly forging ahead and going to extraordinary lengths to protect the life they’ve built.  Every winter brings new traplines, fresh cabin constructions, and ambitious money-making ventures—big dreams and even bigger projects that could either lead to booming success or crushing disappointment.  For those courageous enough to embrace this way of life, the risks are worth it for the chance to stake a lasting claim in the mountains.
 
This show is for our entertainment.  Most of the situations are staged and filmed and edited.  Are there extreme conditions, hazardous situations and potential for injury?  Sure, but most of it is dramatized and sensationalized.  
 
Today, we are going to examine a REAL Mountain Man.  His name is Caleb and he is 85 years old.  He has endured a long journey on the road of life.  He is facing a transition in his life.  Familiar?  Can you relate?
 
I suggest to you that Caleb is an example for ALL of us to follow, regardless if we are an octogenarian (big word of the day?), at  mid-life, or just spreading our wings and starting to feather our own nests.   Come with me as we follow Caleb, the original mountain man, and learn valuable lessons for life.
 
There is a bit of a back-story that we need to understand before we get to the text we read where Caleb claims his mountain.  Go with me to Numbers 13.  We find the Israelites in the wilderness.  The tabernacle has been constructed and they have celebrated the second Passover, so they are at least a year out of Egypt.  

They have already established their pattern of grumbling and complaining, and Miriam and Aaron have challenged Moses’ leadership.  The Israelites are at the edge of the Promised Land at Num 13.1 . . . 
 
The Lord directs Moses to scout out the land that the Lord is “giving to the Israelites” (1).  A leader from each of the twelve tribes is selected  to be part of “Spy Team 12.”  Moses gave the Spy Team specific instructions, “he told them, “Go up this way to the Negev, then go up into the hill country. 18 See what the land is like, and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, few or many. 19 Is the land they live in good or bad? Are the cities they live in encampments or fortifications? 20 Is the land fertile or unproductive? Are there trees in it or not? Be courageous. Bring back some fruit from the land” (Num 13:17-20).
 
So, Spy Team 12 went up and spied out the land.  It was a 40-day recon mission.  They found that “the descendants of Anak” were living in Hebron (22).  These people were giants. REAL giants?  Yes  — REAL giants.
 
Spy Team 12 brought back some of the fruit of the land, grapes, pomegranates and figs.  One cluster of grapes they brought back as so big that it had to be carried on a pole between two men (23).  It was a fruitful land.
 
Then they had their debrief.  Spy Team 12 gave their report and showed the fruit to Mo (13.26-33).  Actually, there were 2 reports.  Ten of the spies were of one opinion and the other two had a different idea.  Spy Team 12 agreed that it truly was a land “flowing with milk and honey” and fabulously fruitful (27).  “However” -  uh-oh, now we come to a problem.
 
The Bible tells us that they said, “However, the people living in the land are strong, and the cities are large and fortified. We also saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites are living in the land of the Negev; the Hethites, Jebusites, and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live by the sea and along the Jordan” (Num 13:28-29).  That was ‘the majority report.’  
 
Then Caleb spoke, “Then Caleb quieted the people in the presence of Moses and said, “Let’s go up now and take possession of the land because we can certainly conquer it! ” (Num 13:30).  Caleb got shouted down.

We read, “But the men who had gone up with him responded, “We can’t attack the people because they are stronger than we are! ” 32 So they gave a negative report to the Israelites about the land they had scouted: “The land we passed through to explore is one that devours its inhabitants, and all the people we saw in it are men of great size. 33 We even saw the Nephilim there ​— ​the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim! To ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, and we must have seemed the same to them” (Num 13:31-33).
 
Notice the majority said, “We can’t (31)”  But the men of faith said “We can (30).”   The reality is “we” can’t, but the Lord can!  He is the One GIVING the land to the Israelites (1).   The people of God must trust Him to do what He says He will do.  That is what we call faith.
 
The ten spies had a ‘grasshopper complex.’  Look at verse 33, “We even saw the Nephilim there ​— ​the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim! To ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, and we must have seemed the same to them” (Num 13:33).  The issue isn’t how the enemy or opposition sees us; the issue is how the Lord sees us, and because of that, how we see ourselves.
 
Anyway, after all this, Joshua and Caleb tried one more time.  The Bible says, “Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who scouted out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite community, “The land we passed through and explored is an extremely good land. 8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will bring us into this land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and give it to us. 9 Only don’t rebel against the LORD, and don’t be afraid of the people of the land, for we will devour them. Their protection has been removed from them, and the LORD is with us. Don’t be afraid of them! ” (Num 14:6-9).  
 
They say, the Lord “will bring us into this land” (8).   Who are we fearing - the giants or the God who saved us?  It is better to ‘fear’ the Lord!
 
It turns out the Israelites refused to go into battle with the Lord.  Because of their unbelief, the Lord declared they would not go into the land at all, but would die in the wilderness  (14.11-19).  Had Moses not interceded, none of them would have made it in.
 
The lord noticed Caleb.  The Lord told Mo, “But since my servant Caleb has a different spirit and has remained loyal to me, I will bring him into the land where he has gone, and his descendants will inherit it” (Num 14:24).  The Lord knows who we are and what we do.
 
If we fast forward, we find that forty-something years have passed.  All of the Israelites twenty years of age and older have died as they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  I feel for Joshua and Caleb.  They had faith, yet they had to wander with these unbelievers for 40 years.
 
The conquest of the land has been going on.  Joshua is dividing up the land as the Lord instructed.  Now we get to our text.  Caleb is 85 years old.  He comes to Joshua and says, “Give me my mountain” Josh 14.12).  C remembers what the Lord had said long ago.
 
Caleb is not bitter.  He hasn’t lost his faith.  He is not ready to quit.  He is ready to turn the page.  Retirement, no.  Warfare, yes!  He is ready.  He is raring to go!
 
Notice: C remembers God’s promise (10) & he claims God’s promise (12  - 2 times).
 
Caleb still has the heart of a warrior.  C still has a heart of faith.  He is still completely following the Lord (see 8, 9 & 14).  Are we fully following?
 
Caleb is not ready for the rocking chair; he is ready to rumble.  Caleb is ready to take on the giants  (12).  Are we ready for war?
 
He didn’t see himself as a grasshopper; he saw himself as a giant-killer.  How do we see ourselves?
 
How do you see yourself?  Are you a grandpa?  (85 or so?)  	Are you a grasshopper?  Are you a giantkiller?
 
In case you are wondering … This mtn., this city of Hebron, the place where the giants live, has a rich and storied history.   David ruled from there at one point.  It was designated one of the Cities of Refuge for the people of Israel.  Do you know what that means?  That means that ole Caleb cleaned those giants out of there.  He was a tough old mountain man.  C took care of business.  Caleb wholly followed the Lord.  C remembered God’s promises.  He claimed God’s promises.  Caleb went to war for the Lord.  He had a different spirit in him.  He was all in.
 
David had his mighty men.  The Lord has his mountain men. Caleb was one.  How about you?  Are you in??  Are you all in with the Lord??
 

