FORGING AHEAD
Phil 2.10-14                                                                                                                12-28-25am,  QBC

We have all heard about Valley Forge, where the American army wintered in 1777 – 1778.  It was a difficult time for the rag-tag army of General George Washington.  They weren’t returning to an established military base with supplies and amenities.  They arrived to undeveloped country and commenced to construct their winter quarters.  Conditions were horrid and supplies were both sketchy and in slim-supply.  The army was nearly naked and almost starving.  Food, shelter and clothing are among the most basic of human needs.  Winter was harsh, cold and damp.   Diseases were rampant.  
 
Valley Forge turned out to be a turning point in many ways for the Continental Army.  Washington appointed a new Quartermaster General.  He brought in a seasoned soldier to drill his army, to train and instruct them.  Remember, this was a largely inexperienced volunteer army.  These were, militarily, laymen.  Washington prayed, the soldiers persisted, and apparently, the Lord provided.  You could say, the Continental army “Forged ahead.”
 
Yes, the upstart American army survived.  Yes, they grew.  Yes, they were hardened and proven by the experience.  The trials of that winter, literally forged an army.  They say, “persistence pays.” And that is true, on every level.  It is true spiritually, emotionally and professionally.  This morning, we are talking about ‘Forging Ahead.’
 
We will organize our thoughts under three main headings suggested in the text : The Statement of the Goal,  The State of the Goal and The Strategy to Reach the Goal.  This is a good place to wind up the year.  As we anticipate the new year, what are our goals?  How will we pursue them?  Will we go after it in 2026?  OK, let’s jump into the text.
 
I.  STATEMENT OF THE GOAL		(10)
 
 	A.  Knowing
 
 		1.  Him								- 	His Person
		2.  The power of His resurrection	- 	His power
		3.  The fellowship of His sufferings- 	His partnership
 
	Knowing refers to intimate, personal knowledge  - experiential, not theoretical.

Paul’s goal, and ours, is to know the Lord Jesus in an intimate and personal way and to become more and more like Him.

Having a goal is a good thing.  The one who aims at nothing is bound to hit it.  But, what did they accomplish?  We can formulate a terrific goal.  We can even write it down.  We can share our goal with others.  But none of this is enough.  We must strive to fulfill our goal. 

It is not enough to aspire to something.  It is not enough to articulate our aspirations.  It isn’t even enough to announce our goals.  Nope.  We must apply ourselves diligently in the pursuit of our goals if we would accomplish them.
 
	B.  Conforming
 
“Conforming” is at its root, “morphing.”  It means to be essentially changed, usually from the inside out.  We are to be morphed into the likeness of Christ.  We are to be like Him in  every possible way.  This is present tense.  It should be happening all the time.
 
Earlier Paul had said, “Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Je	sus, 6 who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be exploited.  7 Instead he emptied himself by assuming the form of a servant, taking on the likeness of humanity.  And when he had come as a man, 8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death — even to death on a cross” (Phil 2:5-8).  Paul desires to be changed into the likeness of Christ in His dying.  Paul wants to become more like Christ in His giving, His obedience, His love for others that led to sacrifice.  Paul desired to be changed into the likeness of Christ in every way.
 
An old chorus says, “To be like Jesus, To be like Jesus, All I ask, to be like Him.  All thru life’s journey from earth to glory, All I ask, to be like Him.”
 
II.  STATUS OF THE GOAL			(12-13a)
 
	A.  Not gotten
		Not that I have already reached the goal
		[not that I] am already perfect
			“perfect” means to be complete, to be brought to the proper end
		Paul hasn’t gotten there yet.
			
	B.  Not grasped
		But I make every effort to take hold of it
 		Paul has not yet fully grasped the goal.

	C.  Not gone
		I pursue
		If Paul is still going after it, the goal is not gone.

Paul’s goal is ever before him.  He has not yet accomplished his goal, but he isn’t done yet, either.  The goal is on-going, in-process.

We have looked at The Statement of the Goal and The State of the Goal.  Finally, let us see …
 
III.  STRATEGY FOR THE GOAL		(13b-14)
 
	A.   Dynamic		- Make every effort		 
		I press on—present tense—continuous action

	B.  Determination   
		Reaching forward		 
		This present tense  - on going  - all the time
 
	C.  Discipline		
		Pursue	
		This is present tense  - continuous action

The strategy involves striving to reach the goal.  I means on-going effort.  We haven not gotten there, so wee keep going.  I like to say that “If we do not quit, we cannot lose.”   As we said, persistence pays.  We must keep on keeping on.  We must forge ahead.	We must be at it all the time.
 
We must forge ahead in our lives in this world.  This world is our Valley Forge.  This is our proving ground.  The sufferings of this present world are not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed in us (Rom 8.18).   We are being made like Him.  As Paul said, “We all, with unveiled faces, are looking as in a mirror at the glory of the Lord and are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit”  (2 Corinthians 3:18).
 
Our Lord has supplied us profusely.  He is training us properly.  He is guiding us providentially.   We can do all things through Christ (Phil 4.13).  He is supplying all of our needs according to His riches in glory (Phil 4.19).  He is able to make all grace abound toward us (2 Cor 9.8).  He will never leave us or forsake us (Heb 13.5).  He is making intercession for us right now (Heb 7.25).  He will put our feet down on solid ground and establish our goings (Ps 40.2).  He will lead us in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake (Ps 23.3).   He will work all things together for good for us (Rom 8.28).  He makes us more than conquerors (Rom 8. 37).  He gives us the victory (1 Cor 15.58).  He will bring  us home to the Father’s house (Jn 14.1-3).  
 
Let us forge ahead.  Let us pursue our goal.  Let us know Him.  Let us grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus.  Let us go into every corner of this world, and live for Him.  Let us go into every corner of our world, and make Him known.
 
Are you saved and do you know it?  Are you saved and do you show it?
 

