“Follow Me” - Jesus
Mark 1.16-20                                                                                                                      2-8-26am,  QBC
 
A folk singer told a story that may help us resolve some things about God. The story was about his friend who is a Navy SEAL. The singer told it like it was true, so I guess it was true, although it could have been made up.
 
The folksinger said his friend was performing a covert operation, freeing hostages from a building in some dark part of the world. His friend’s team flew in by helicopter, made their way to the compound and stormed into the room where the hostages had been imprisoned for months. The room, the folksinger said, was filthy and dark. The hostages were curled up in a corner, terrified. When the SEALs entered the room, they heard the gasps of the hostages. They stood at the door and called to the prisoners, telling them they were Americans. The SEALs asked the hostages to follow them, but the hostages wouldn’t. They sat there on the floor and hid their eyes in fear. They were not of healthy mind and didn’t believe their rescuers were really Americans.
 
The SEALs stood there, not knowing what to do. They couldn’t possibly carry everybody out. One of the SEALs, the folksinger’s friend, got an idea. He put down his weapon, took off his helmet, and curled up tightly next to the other hostages, getting so close his body was touching some of theirs. He softened the look on his face and put his arms around them. He was trying to show them he was one of them. None of the prison guards would have done this. He stayed there for a little while until some of the hostages started to look at him, finally meeting his eyes. The Navy SEAL whispered that they were American and were there to rescue them. Will you follow us? he said. The hero stood to his feet and one of the hostages did the same, then another, until all of them were willing to go. The story ends with all the hostages safe on an American aircraft carrier ( https://thisjourneyismyown.com/ )
 
Jesus came to lead us to freedom.  Jesus came to rescue us from sin and hell and the demonic.  He cannot lead us to freedom unless we follow.
 
I.  JESUS COMES
As he passed alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew, Simon’s brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen.
 
 	A.  Jesus was physically present with people during the time of His ministry
 
 	B.  Jesus is spiritually present now in the person of the Holy Spirit.
 
C.  Jesus still comes to where we are
	
II.  JESUS CALLS
“Follow me,” Jesus told them, … he called them
 
A.  Jesus called these men to become His disciples.
 
B.  Jesus still calls people to be His disciples
 
C.  Jesus calls us to be His disciples
 
 III.  JESUS CHANGES
And I will make you become
 
A.  Jesus makes us what we need to be
 
B.  Jesus helps us become like Him
 
C.  Jesus wants us to reach our God-given, God-expects potential
 
We have seen that Jesus Comes; Jesus Calls and Jesus Changes.  Now we will see . . .
 
 IV.  JESUS CHALLENGES
become fishers of men
 
A.  Jesus challenges us to fish for people
 
B.  Jesus expects everybody to fish
 
C.  He helps us become fishers
 
V.  PEOPLE CHOOSE
Immediately they left their nets and followed him … and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 
 
A.  They left stuff behind
 
As they were traveling on the road someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”  
58 Jesus told him, “Foxes have dens, and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 59 Then he said to another, “Follow me.” 
“Lord,” he said, “first let me go bury my father.” 
60 But he told him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and spread the news of the kingdom of God.” 
61 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me go and say good-bye to those at my house.” 
62 But Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9.58—62).

“ … But first …” is THE LAST thing we should ever say to Jesus!
 
B.  They followed Jesus
 
C.  We must choose to leave stuff behind and follow Jesus
 


Where did Jesus go?
 
· He went to Matthew’s house and ‘partied’ with “tax collectors and ‘sinners”
· Went to his friend they thought they were about to die in a storm on the Sea of Galilee.
· Went to Samaria to meet a ‘loose lady.’
· Went to religious festivals in Jerusalem.
· Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane where He struggled in prayer over the impact and the  cost of doing the Father’s will.
· Went to trial because of the truth of God.
· Went to a cross to suffer and die so that we might have life.
· Went out to find Peter, to let him know he was forgiven after he denied Him 3 times.

If we are going to follow Jesus, we will go to these same kinds of places. 
· Are you “in?”  
· Are you ready to follow Jesus come what may? 
· Are you ready to follow Jesus and to leave the results to the Lord?
· Are you ‘all in’ with the Lord?
 
Jesus came to rescue us from eternal damnation.  He came on a mission to lead us to freedom.  Jesus calls us to follow Him.  Are you ready?  Let’s do this!
 
 

