WATER, SALT AND STUMBLING-BLOCKS
Mark 9.33-50                                                                                                            4-26-26am,  QBC

 Right up front, yes, this is some weird stuff.  Yes, this is hard to understand.  No, this will probably not be fun.  I apologize up front, but I can’t be sorry.  This is my job, folks.  I have to give you what the Lord gives me.  I am supposed to share with you, from the Bible, what you need to hear.  It may not be what we want to hear, and may not be what I would prefer to talk about.  But, it better be what the Lord wants you to hear about.
 
I have struggled with this all week.  This is some obscure, challenging stuff.  It is hard to understand and hard to explain.  It talks about reward and punishment in the context of follow-ship (discipleship).  Once we decipher what Jesus is talking about, we get smacked in the face.
 
OK, so, now that we are ready for some fun, let’s jump in.  We will break down and examine the text under four headings : Exaltation, Exorcism, Extremities and Examination.
 
But FIRST, there is an Excursus.  An excursus is a side-trip.  No, we are not starting right out chasing a rabbit.  At least, I don’t think we are.  Our side trip is to an interesting place that we call “hell.”  That’s right, 
h - e - double-tooth-picks.  In the Greek NT here in Mark 9, the word is “Gehenna.”  Ge-henna is from Ge = land of + Hinnom = Hinnom.  Hinnom was a valley about which Jerusalem is situated.
 
The Old Testament records how that the Israelites took a spiritual side-trip of their own.  They went after foreign gods.  One was Molech.  Part of the worship of Molech was sacrifice, child sacrifice.  Horrid, right?  The altar where they did these child sacrifices was in the Valley of Hinnom.  When a good king came along, he shut this abomination down.  
 
In fact, the place where the sacrifices were done was made into a garbage dump.  There were worms there, you know the kind.  There was a constant fire burning garbage.  Gehenna became a picture of hell. 
 
Wow, are we having fun yet?  No?  Me neither.  Go to verse 43.  It says, “go to hell.” It says “go to Gehenna.” Ouch.  Yuck.

This verse also says, “go to hell, the unquenchable fire.”   Literally it says, “asbestos pur,” “asbestos fire.”  Now, bestos means to quench, suppress or to stifle.  The “a” on the front makes it negative.  So ‘asbestos fire’ means unquenchable fire, non-suppressible fire, fire that cannot be stifled.  
 
There are no extinguishers to lesson these flames.  There is no fire blanket stifle these flames.  Why would anyone take a chance on experiencing, unquenchable, un-suppressible flames??  
 
But, is this real?  This is Jesus talking.  He uses commonly known word pictures to describe what He means.  He is talking about unrelenting, unquenchable torment and suffering.  He is straight-forward and matter-of-fact about it.  He doesn’t hedge, soften or apologize.
 
Keep reading from verse 45 … 
Verse 47 talks about being thrown into Gehenna, being thrown into hell.  
Verse 48 adds to the horror.  It says, “where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.”
	Notice “their” worm
		Does not come to an end; never gets finished
	Fire is not quenched
 
This Gehenna is a place we want to avoid.  We do not want to go there, to be thrown in there or to stay in those conditions forever.
 
OK, the side-trip is over, so now we can begin!  Ha.  Jesus is talking to His disciples.  He is talking beyond them to us.  Time is running out, and they have a LONG way to go.  He is trying to make some corrections.  They need remedial instruction.
 
I.  EXALTATION   (33-37)
 
	“What were ya’ll talking about along the way?” - 33
		BUSTED!  - 34
	Sitting down—the posture for official rabbi to disciple teaching
		“Whoever wants to be FIRST, must be LAST and servant of ALL”
	Look at 30—32 — Jesus had JUST been talking about laying down His 	life.
Look at 9.2 — 13  —  Peter, James and John had witnessed the 	transfiguration.  Were they ‘one-upping’ the other 9??
			Is this a good look for the future foundation of the church?

Jesus takes a child—now the Aramaic word for child and the word for servant is the same word.  He is making a word play.
 
Notice that Jesus doesn’t say. “become like a little child.”  That was a different occasion.  They were ALREADY being childish, and Jesus bops them on the head with it.  He has to make this point.  He doesn’t have much time.
 
	We are supposed to welcome one another, not one-up one another.
		One cannot welcome someone and step over them at the same time.
 
II.  EXORCISM    (38-41)
	
	We stopped him—he ain't one of us  (38)
	Don’t do that—Jesus tells them
 
Look at 9.14—29.  Jesus and the three come back from the mount of transfiguration, to find a commotion.  The other 9 disciples have been unable to cast out a demon.
 
		Jesus has to take over, cast out the demon and instruct the 	disciples.
 
So now, John is trying to be the big man by sticking up for the 9.  John says, “Yeah, Lord, we came upon this guy driving 	out demons.  We put the quietus on that because, he wasn’t one of us.  We couldn’t have him making our brothers look bad, after all.”
 
Were these guys slow learners or what?  They needed remedial lessons in Jesus’ discipleship school.  School would be out SOON.  Jesus has to hit it hard to make it sink in.
 
III.  EXTREMITIES    (42-48)
 
	Jesus talks tough to make His point.   Causing others to stumble is 
	SERIOUS business.
· Better to be thrown into the sea
· Better to cut off your hand
· Better to cut off your foot
· Better to gouge out your eye

	What in the world is the deal here?
· First, this serious business.
· We must take sin seriously  -extreme measures may be needed.
· Apparently how we treat others reveals our relation with God.
Jesus isn’t talking about losing salvation.  He is talking about behavior that indicates that you are NOT saved.
 
We have seen exaltation, exorcism and extremities.  Now let’s see . . .
 
IV.  EXAMINATION   (49-50)
 
	“Everyone will be salted with fire”  - 49
		Everyone will be tested  - assayed, as it were, by fire
 
	How can salt be ‘re-salted?’  It can’t.  
		“Have salt in yourselves” Pr Act Impv—an on-going process
		We have a part to play in it— we must be aware and choose to do so
 
	“Be at peace with one another”  - 50  Pr Act Impv
	Live in peace, harmony, accord with one another  —  CHOOSE to do so
 
Any of ya’ll keep up with WWE, ‘wrasslin’?  They have a new character.  He is a cruiser weight named Danhusen.  This guy wears face paint.  The gimmick is that he is a vampire or warlock or some sort of not-too-human guy.  Part of his schtick is that he will ‘curse’ people.  He goes, “You, are, cursed.”   Fans are eating this up.  They chant it right along with the him.  Oddly enough, strange things happen to people who get cursed.
 
I bring this up to say, “Don’t, curse, yourself.”  
· Be aware of your attitude.  
· Be aware of your actions.  
· Be willing to carry water for your brother or sister.  
· Don’t strive to be first.  
· Strive to be and do what is right.
 
· Don’t one-up your brothers and sisters, or anyone else.
· Take sin seriously!
· Be aware of what you are doing and how you are doing it.
 
· Are you saved and do you know it?
· Are you saved and do you show it?
	
 

