THE STONE NOT THROWN
John 8.1-11                                                                                                                  9-20-26am, QBC

 Life, like the Bible, is filled with STiCKs and SToNEs.  We have to be careful not to fall over them or attack one another with them.
 
People usually think that Cain slew Abel with a rock.  We found that we do not know Cain’s weapon of choice.  We do know that David took down Goliath with a rock.  In our message today we find that there was a scheme to stone a lady to death, and get Jesus in a no-win situation.  
 
These self-righteous religious agitators did not recognize the Truth when He was standing right in front of them. Like so many today, instead of listening, analyzing and making up their minds, they reacted emotionally and sought to eliminate their opponent and try to erase the Truth.  Once again, we find that the Truth wins out.  In the process, a life was probably changed for the better — forever.  Let us see how it all unfolds as we consider ‘The Stone Not Thrown.’
 
The big idea from today’s message is that there is only ONE person qualified to cast the first stone at anyone, and it isn’t me or you. Therefore, we should treat each person with dignity and respect and work for their good, not their harm. 
 
I selected six short phrases to organize our exploration this morning.  They are : Historical Stone Church-house, Hypocritical Stone Collectors, Hypothetical Stone Chunkers, Handwritten Stone Corrections, Humiliated Stone Clunkers and Hopeful Stone Connection.  Here we go . . .
 
I.  HISTORICAL STONE CHURCH-HOUSE   (8.1-2)
 
· Chapter 7 has big collection of controversies and lessons.
· The people went to their places of lodging.  Jesus went to the Mount of Olives  -  Gethsemane  -    His place to pray.
· At dawn, He went to the temple again.
· The people came and He sat down to teach  - the posture for instruction.
		I wonder what His subject was . . .?
 
II.  HYPOCRITICAL STONE COLLECTORS   (8.3-6)
 
· The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery   (3)
· While Jesus had been praying, they had been plotting and planning .
· They told Jesus she was “caught in the act.”   (4)
· “Moses says she should  be stoned; what say you?”   (5)
· They asked this to trap Him, in order to accuse Him   (6)
 
III.  HYPOTHETICAL STONE CHUNKERS   (8.7)
 
· Jesus ignored them.  HAD to irritate them.   (6b)
· They kept on questioning Him   (7a)
· Jesus stood up and said, “The one without sin among you should be the first to throw a stone at her”   (7b)
 
IV.  HANDWRITTEN STONE CORRECTIONS   (8.8)
 
Jesus went back to writing in the dirt.  WHAT was He writing?
Ivor Powell, in his book, Bible Cameos, has 3 suggestions about what the Lord wrote in the dirt :
 	1.  The words of Moses? Lev 20.10   (p 137)
	2.   The secrets from the lives of those holding the stones?
	3.   The failures of David or Moses?   (p 138)
 
V.  HUMILIATED STONE CLUNKERS   (8.9)
 
· When they heard this, they left one by one, starting with the older men.  
· I bet you could heard each stone clunk when it hit the ground.
· They tried and tried to ensnare Jesus.  He always was a step ahead of them.
 
We Have looked at : : Historical Stone Church-House, Hypocritical Stone Collectors, Hypothetical Stone Chunkers, Handwritten Stone Corrections and Humiliated Stone Clunkers.  Finally, let us look at . . .

VI.  HOPEFUL STONE CONNECTION  (8.10-11)
 
· Only He was left with the woman.
· “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?”
· “Neither do I condemn you”
· Jesus was the only one qualified to throw a stone, anyway.  He 	nev	er even picked one up.
· “Go, and from now on do not sin anymore.”
	Change your life.  Isn’t that what repentance is? 
 
Did you catch how she responded when Jesus asked her about her accusers?  She said, “No one, Lord.”  She called Jesus Lord.  Now, it is true that this word could be translated as term of respect, like “Sir.”  We do not know for certain what she meant.  She could have meant “Lord.”
 
There is a distinct possibility that she came to understand Who Jesus is.  Perhaps she had made that internal turn.  Maybe she turned her heart toward Jesus.  Afte all, she looked full into His wonderful face.  Maybe she came to believe.  Maybe she turned her life around as well.  We are saved by trusting Jesus – faith.
 
We change when we connect with Jesus.  Everything changes when we trust in Him.  Have you trusted in Him?  Have you connected with the Lord Jesus?
	
There is only ONE person qualified to cast the first stone at anyone, and it isn’t me or you. That One qualified person is Jesus, and His stone was un-thrown.  Therefore, we should treat each person with dignity and respect and work for their good, not their harm.   We should connect with the Lord and live out that connection every day, every way, everywhere, all the time.
 
 
 
 
 

