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How to advocate 
for youth 
journalism rights



Fun fact: My latest hobbies are 

golf and knitting 

Nathan Wang
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Let’s see what you know!



1. What are youth 
journalism rights



Legal Rights
- Freedom of speech

- Dissemination of news

- *More legal (codified, on 

paper) rights in California

6

vs. Moral Rights 

- How you navigate your 

legal rights

- Integrity of work

- Collaboration



Understanding 
youth writing 
tendencies 

Where is the line 
between self-censorship 
and fear of defamation?
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��“Advocating for 
youth journalism is 
advocating for 
others.”



Let’s investigate these rights a little more…
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- Right to access information

- Share with selective audiences

- Journalism is an act of service

Moral Rights



Why do moral rights matter?

1. The culture 
around 
journalism

2. It’s what 
keeps young 
journalists 
writing

3. Encourages 
you to 
collaborate 
with others 



2. Advocacy Model
Through a real-world case study



Did you know?
73 percent of public high schools in NYC do not have student newspapers



From zero to 
journalism

My experience and 

development in advocating 

for youth journalism in public 

schools.



Empowering 
first-time 
voices.

Do your homework, plan.

Recipe (made with love)

Now… teach!

Make calls, emails. Follow-up*!

Structure a journalism program.

GET STARTED





The FYJI curriculum.

Access our curriculum here:
- Apply it for free in your 

communities!



3. Systematic Change
Targeting policy



What is the current legislation?

(Media Literacy Now)



AB 873:
- Requires media 

literacy content 
in STEM and 
humanities 
curricula

Utah
Literacy & Language 
Arts Standards:

- Media and 
information 
literacy are 
integrated into 
learning 
standards

Digital Citizenship:
- Law that enables 

school 
community 
councils to 
access digital 
citizenship 
education

Specific Policy Analysis

Washington California



AB 873:
- Suggests media 

literacy content 
in STEM and 
humanities 
curricula

Utah
Literacy & Language 
Arts Standards:

- Media and 
information 
literacy are 
integrated into 
learning 
standards

Digital Citizenship:
- Law that enables 

school 
community 
councils to 
access digital 
citizenship 
education

Where do you step in?

Washington California



Lawmakers, city councils, 
district boards listen to 
young people more than any 
other group.

But why the 
struggle…?

Hearing your opinion is 
their job. Let them do it.



4. How Do I Start? 
How Students Can Push Change Locally



● Speak at school board meetings

● Make connections with school board 
members and essential staff.
a. Seek mentors

● Propose a journalism elective or media 
literacy unit

Your Advocacy 
Path



A Successful Case for 
Media Literacy



Research conducted by Formative Youth Journalism Initiative, 
a Pasadena, CA based organization



5. Fact vs. Fiction
Your responsibility as an advocate



What comes 
after advocacy?

You still have responsibility, not to 
distinguish fact and fiction for your 
students;

Rather, you must build and inspire a 
critical literary mindset within them



Concluding Thoughts



“Journalism without a moral 
position is impossible. Every 

journalist is a moralist. It’s 
absolutely unavoidable.”

- Marguerite Duras



Let’s Talk: Q&A



Formative Youth 
Journalism Initiative 
A 501 (c)(3) non-profit 
initiative

- Visit our website

Linkedin

Instagram


