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The log-house home of the Webers above the campus

at Pikeville Junior College. Note two verandas.

They left Shanghai on the last ship
to sail before the Reds took the city

WHITE RUSSIANS Continued

have been interwoven since their marriage a quarter of a

century ago in Mukden, China, provide a modern odyssey

besesth a scedding Red cloud.

Arkady's [ather, a German musician, went to Russia
‘more than 90 years ago. He was a celebrated professor in
the Moscow Comservatory from 1863 to 1888. Among his
closs associates were the great composers, Tchaikovsky
and Nikolai Rubinstein

He fell in love with ope of his pupils, a darkeyed
Tatar countess, whose proud family possessed vast riches
and countless acres of land since the time of the Great
Ehan But Weber was & commoner and frowned on by the
lady’s father. When she married the Gefman musician, she
wenl to him without a dowry.

Marguerite's father was director of post and telegraph
in 5t Petersburg, now called Leningrad, but she won't use
that pame for the city.

Her mother, born and reared in & Frenchspeaking
canton of Switterland, went to St. Petersburg some time
before the Russian revolution of 1905. When the Grand
Duke's childrea no longer required her services, she taught
Freach at Smelny Lnstitution, a school for girls of noble
birth Ounly becsuse her motber was a teacher there, Mar.
guerite was allowed to attend the institution.

AL‘[‘HOUGII his father was a Germas, Arkady volun-
teered for the Imperial Russian Army at the outbreak of
World War | when he was 17. After only two months of
training, he was sent to the Eastern Froot to fight his
father's people. Wounded, he was taken prisoner and spent
almost two years in Germazy. Twice he escaped only to be
recaptured.

When Arksdy returned to his home st Tambow, In
Central Russia, the Russians were warring among them:
selves. The Tsar had been deposed The Bolshevik Reds
and the Menshevik Whites were in a bloody struggle for
control. The dark-eyed counless, young Weber's mother,
was dying of cancer. The despised Reds were winning.
Arkady saw that Lenin and Trotsky were on their way to
the top. When his mother died, Arkady fled the country,

He made his way through Siberis, and crossed Into
Chirs. When be reached Harbin, then s refuge for Russian
aristocrats, he had only 3 kopeks (about § cents), which
he spent for u loaf of bread But he quickly found 2 job
playing the plano in » movie It paid him 60 yen a month,
but it didn't last long. After a few days, his salary was
reduced 1o B yen because the theater wasn't dolng so well

It wasn’t funny then, but Arkady lsughs sbout it now.
“] don't know whether the patronage dropped off because
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