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FRAMEWORK POSITION

Within the PADV-based Evidence Infrastructure Architecture, Global Entity Credential

Identifier (EGC ID) functions as the Institutional Identity Layer.

The architecture establishes a persistent, governed, and framework-neutral institutional identity
that enables entities to maintain continuous evidence attribution across institutional activities,

Evidence Objects, Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs), and interoperable evidence ecosystems.

Rather than serving as a legal registration system, reporting framework, or assurance
methodology, EGC ID provides the identity foundation supporting evidence continuity, identity-
bound attribution, institutional interoperability, and long-term governance consistency while

preserving the authority of external institutions.

FRAMEWORK OBJECTIVE
¢ Establish a persistent institutional identity architecture for evidence attribution.
* Enable identity-bound evidence generation throughout the Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.

e Support governed identity continuity across institutional activities, Evidence Objects, and

Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs).

e Improve interoperability by maintaining consistent identity attribution independent of reporting

frameworks and regulatory environments.

* Preserve institutional identity while respecting the authority of legal registration systems,

reporting standards, assurance providers, regulators, and external governance frameworks.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE

Persistent Identity Before Evidence Attribution.

CORE ARCHITECTURE

Entity > EGC ID - Institutional Activity > Evidence Objects > Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs) >

Evidence Interoperability - Institutional Evaluation

KEYWORDS

Institutional Identity ¢ Entity Identity ® Global Entity Credential Identifier (EGC ID) » Evidence
Attribution e Evidence Infrastructure ¢ Institutional Activity ® Evidence Objects ® Anchored

Evidence Unit (AEU) e Identity Continuity ® Evidence Interoperability ¢ Institutional Trust

DISCLAIMER



This publication presents a conceptual institutional identity architecture for evidence attribution

within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

The architecture establishes a persistent identity layer supporting evidence attribution,
institutional continuity, interoperability, and identity governance while preserving the authority of

external legal, regulatory, reporting, assurance, financial, and governance institutions.

This publication does not establish legal registration requirements, governmental identity
systems, regulatory determinations, compliance obligations, assurance procedures,

certification mechanisms, or financial decision-making frameworks.

Allinterpretations, architectural concepts, methodologies, and recommendations contained in

this publication remain the sole responsibility of EMJ LIFE Holdings Pte. Ltd.

DEFINITION STATEMENT

DEFINING INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY FOR EVIDENCE ATTRIBUTION

The Global Entity Credential Identifier (EGC ID) is an institutional identity architecture that
establishes persistent, governed, and verifiable entity identity for evidence attribution

throughout the Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.

Rather than functioning as a legal registration system, reporting framework, assurance
methodology, or regulatory mechanism, EGC ID provides the identity layer through which
institutional activities become continuously attributable across Evidence Objects, Anchored

Evidence Units (AEUs), and interoperable evidence ecosystems.

Its primary purpose is to preserve identity continuity before evidence interpretation, ensuring
that evidence remains persistently attributable regardless of downstream governance

frameworks, reporting standards, assurance activities, or institutional evaluation processes.

Accordingly, EGC ID serves as the institutional identity foundation supporting evidence

attribution, interoperability, governance continuity, and long-term institutional trust.

VALUE STATEMENT

WHY INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY MATTERS

Modern governance increasingly depends on structured evidence rather than isolated

disclosures.



However, evidence alone is insufficient if its institutional ownership cannot be established
consistently across operational activities, organizational boundaries, and governance

frameworks.

Without persistent identity, evidence becomes fragmented, attribution becomes ambiguous,
and interoperability becomes increasingly difficult as information moves across reporting,

assurance, regulatory, financial, and research environments.

EGC ID addresses this challenge by introducing a framework-neutral institutional identity

architecture that preserves evidence attribution independently of downstream interpretation.

Rather than creating another organizational identifier, EGC ID establishes a persistent identity
foundation through which Evidence Objects remain continuously attributable throughout the

Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.

Identity therefore becomes not merely a mechanism for organizational recognition, but a

prerequisite for evidence continuity, institutional interoperability, and trusted governance.

ABSTRACT

Institutional interoperability depends not only on structured evidence, but also on persistent

institutional identity.

While considerable progress has been made in standardizing sustainability reporting,
governance frameworks, and evidence structures, comparatively little attention has been given

to how evidence maintains continuous attribution throughout its operational lifecycle.

The Global Entity Credential Identifier (EGC ID) introduces an institutional identity architecture
that establishes persistent, governed, and verifiable identity for evidence attribution within the

Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

Rather than functioning as a legal identifier, reporting framework, assurance methodology, or
regulatory mechanism, EGC ID provides the identity layer through which institutional activities,
Evidence Objects, and Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs) maintain continuous attribution

independently of downstream interpretation.

Developed upon the PADV Methodology, and the broader Evidence Infrastructure Architecture,

EGC ID supports evidence continuity, interoperability, governance consistency, and institutional



trust while preserving the authority of external reporting standards, assurance providers,

regulators, and governance institutions.

The architecture therefore positions institutional identity as a foundational condition for
reusable evidence ecosystems rather than a replacement for existing identity or governance

systems.

PREFACE

Evidence Infrastructure has progressively evolved through a series of publications addressing
evidence generation, governance value, interoperability, evidence continuity, identity binding,

evidence anchoring, institutional architecture, and governance methodology.

Collectively, these publications establish how institutional activities become structured
evidence capable of supporting multiple governance environments while remaining independent

of downstream interpretation.

One fundamental question nevertheless remains.

To whom does structured evidence belong?

Operational activities may generate Evidence Objects.

Evidence Objects may become Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs).

Interoperable evidence may subsequently support reporting, assurance, regulatory review,

research, financial analysis, and institutional evaluation.

Yet without persistent institutional identity, evidence attribution cannot remain continuous

throughout these processes.

EGC ID addresses this missing identity layer.

Rather than introducing another organizational registry or legal identifier, EGC ID establishes a
governed institutional identity architecture through which evidence maintains persistent

attribution across the Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.

Accordingly, this publication should be understood not as a proposal for a new global
identification system, but as a conceptual identity architecture supporting evidence attribution,

governance continuity, interoperability, and institutional trust within Evidence Infrastructure.



Together with the preceding publications, EGC ID completes the institutional identity foundation
upon which reusable evidence ecosystems may be developed while preserving the authority of

external institutions responsible for reporting, assurance, regulation, finance, and governance.

CHAPTER 1: WHY INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY?

1.1 THE MISSING IDENTITY LAYER

Evidence has become an increasingly important foundation for sustainability reporting,

governance evaluation, regulatory review, assurance, and institutional decision-making.

Over recent years, significant progress has been made in standardizing disclosure requirements,
reporting frameworks, evidence structures, and interoperability methodologies. Organizations
are now better equipped to generate structured evidence, preserve evidence continuity, and

support cross-framework interoperability.

Yet one fundamental question remains insufficiently addressed.

Who does structured evidence belong to?

Evidence may be generated through institutional activities.

Evidence may subsequently become Evidence Objects, Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs), and

interoperable evidence capable of supporting multiple governance environments.

Without persistent institutional identity, however, evidence attribution becomes fragmented as

evidence moves across organizational boundaries, reporting cycles, and governance systems.

The challenge therefore is not the absence of evidence.

The challenge is the absence of persistent identity capable of maintaining continuous evidence

attribution throughout the Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.



INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY GAP

The absence of persistent institutional identity disrupts
continuous evidence attribution and limits the reuse and
trust of structured evidence.

1. INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Organizations perform operational and governance
activities across functions, business units, and locations.

2
2. EVIDENCE GENERATION

Activities generate data and information that are
structured into Evidence Objects within the
Evidence Infrastructure.

L 2
3. FRAGMENTED IDENTITY

Without a persistent identity layer, evidence lacks
continuous attribution to the institution that
generated it.

4. AMBIGUOUS ATTRIBUTION

Evidence ownership, accountability, and context
become unclear across systems, cycles, and institutions.

R
5. LIMITED REUSABILITY

Evidence cannot be easily reused across reporting,
assurance, regulatory, research, and institutional

processes.

6. LIMITED INSTITUTIONAL TRUST

Fragmented identity undermines confidence in evidence
and institutional credibility.
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THE GAP: The absence of a persistent institutional identity layer
*  prevents continuous attribution across the evidence lifecycle.

THE SOLUTION: @ Clear ownership and

Persistent institutional identity enables L

c . L @ Continuous attribution
continuous evidence attribution. and tBcasbiity

SIS

EGC ID establishes the institutional identity layer that 9 Greater evidence

connects activities, evidence, and outcomes across reusability

time, systems, and governance environments. @ Stronger institutional
trust

1.2 WHY EVIDENCE ATTRIBUTION MATTERS

Evidence derives institutional value only when its origin remains consistently attributable.



As evidence becomes reused across reporting, assurance, regulatory review, research, and

institutional analysis, preserving attribution becomes increasingly important.

Without persistent attribution:

e evidence ownership may become ambiguous;
e organizational accountability may become difficult to establish;
e evidence reuse may require repeated verification;

e interoperability becomes increasingly constrained.

Identity therefore should not be understood merely as organizational identification.

Within Evidence Infrastructure, identity functions as the persistent attribution layer through

which evidence maintains institutional continuity regardless of downstream interpretation.

1.3 IDENTITY BEFORE INTEROPERABILITY

Institutional interoperability depends upon more than compatible evidence structures.

Interoperability assumes that evidence generated by one institutional activity can remain

attributable while being evaluated under different governance environments.

Accordingly, interoperability requires identity continuity before evidence can become reusable.

Without persistent institutional identity, even structurally compatible Evidence Objects cannot

preserve continuous attribution as they move across institutional boundaries.

Identity therefore precedes interoperability.

It does not determine how evidence will be interpreted.

It determines whether evidence can remain persistently attributable throughout subsequent

institutional processes.

1.4 EGC ID WITHIN EVIDENCE INFRASTRUCTURE

The Global Entity Credential Identifier (EGC ID) establishes the institutional identity layer within

the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

Rather than functioning as a legal registration system or external organizational registry, EGC ID

provides a persistent institutional identity through which evidence remains attributable across



institutional activities, Evidence Objects, Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs), and interoperable

evidence ecosystems.

Its role is intentionally limited.

EGC ID does not interpret evidence.

It does not determine compliance.

It does not perform assurance.

It does not replace reporting frameworks.

Instead, it establishes the institutional identity foundation upon which evidence attribution can

remain continuous independently of downstream institutional evaluation.

1.5 POSITION WITHIN THE PUBLICATION SERIES

Evidence Infrastructure has progressively evolved through multiple publications addressing
evidence generation, governance methodology, interoperability, evidence continuity, identity

binding, evidence anchoring, institutional architecture, and governance frameworks.

Within this publication series, EGC ID introduces the institutional identity layer supporting

persistent evidence attribution.

Together with the preceding publications, EGC ID completes the identity foundation required for
reusable evidence ecosystems while preserving the independent authority of reporting
standards, assurance providers, regulators, financial institutions, and other governance

frameworks.

1.6 CHAPTER CONCLUSION

Institutional identity is not introduced to replace existing organizational identifiers.

Itis introduced to preserve persistent evidence attribution.

As evidence becomes increasingly reusable across institutional environments, maintaining
continuous identity becomes a prerequisite for interoperability, governance continuity, and

institutional trust.



Accordingly, EGC ID establishes the institutional identity layer upon which Evidence
Infrastructure can support long-term evidence attribution while remaining independent of

downstream interpretation and institutional decision-making.

CHAPTER 2: INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY PRINCIPLES

2.1 IDENTITY AS INSTITUTIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture, identity is not treated as an administrative

attribute or organizational profile.

Instead, identity functions as a persistent institutional infrastructure through which evidence

maintains continuous attribution throughout its lifecycle.

An institutional identity therefore exists independently of any individual evidence record.

Evidence may be generated, updated, archived, or reused.

Identity persists.

This persistence enables evidence generated at different points in time to remain attributable to

the same institutional entity while preserving governance continuity.

Accordingly, EGC ID establishes identity as an institutional infrastructure layer rather than a

static organizational identifier.

2.2 PERSISTENCE BEFORE IDENTIFICATION

Traditional identification systems primarily answer a single question:

Who is the entity?

Within Evidence Infrastructure, a different question becomes equally important:

Can evidence generated years apart remain attributable to the same institutional identity?

EGC ID therefore emphasizes persistence before identification.

The objective is not simply recognizing an entity at a particular moment, but maintaining
continuous identity throughout changing operational activities, organizational evolution,

governance cycles, and evidence generation processes.



Persistent identity enables long-term evidence attribution without requiring evidence itself to be

recreated.

2.3 INSTITUTIONAL INDEPENDENCE

EGC ID is designed as an institution-neutral identity architecture.

Its operation does not depend upon any specific reporting framework, jurisdiction, industry

sector, regulatory environment, or governance methodology.

Institutional identity therefore remains stable regardless of whether evidence is subsequently
evaluated within sustainability reporting, financial reporting, assurance engagements, regulatory

reviews, research activities, or other institutional processes.

This separation preserves both identity continuity and institutional sovereignty.

2.4 GOVERNANCE BEFORE TECHNOLOGY

Identity should not be understood primarily as a technological implementation.

Identifiers, databases, distributed ledgers, cryptographic methods, and digital infrastructures

may support institutional identity.

However, none of these technologies independently establish institutional governance.

EGC ID therefore defines governance principles before implementation mechanisms.

Technology may evolve.

Institutional identity should remain persistent.

2.5 ATTRIBUTION RATHER THAN OWNERSHIP

EGC ID establishes institutional attribution.

It does not determine legal ownership.

Evidence may be associated with an institution through operational participation, organizational

governance, contractual relationships, or authorized institutional activities.

Determining legal ownership remains outside the scope of this publication.



Instead, EGC ID preserves continuous attribution so that institutional relationships surrounding

evidence remain consistently identifiable throughout subsequent governance processes.

2.6 NEUTRALITY ACROSS GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORKS

Institutional identity should remain independent of downstream interpretation.

Accordingly, EGC ID does not distinguish between reporting frameworks, regulatory systems,

assurance methodologies, financial institutions, or analytical models.

Identity exists before interpretation begins.

Every downstream institution remains responsible for applying its own governance criteria while

relying upon consistently attributable evidence.

2.7 IDENTITY IS NOT INSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY

Possessing an institutional identity does not imply institutional legitimacy, certification,

accreditation, legal recognition, regulatory approval, or governance authority.

EGC ID establishes only the continuity of institutional identity.

Authority remains exclusively within the respective legal, regulatory, professional, governmental,

or institutional organizations responsible for those determinations.

Identity therefore supports institutional governance without replacing institutional authority.

2.8 RELATIONSHIP WITH EVIDENCE INFRASTRUCTURE

EGC ID operates as the institutional identity layer within the broader Evidence Infrastructure

Architecture.

Its function is complementary to previously established methodologies.

PADV governs evidence generation.

NTCC governs governance value representation.

Evidence Continuity preserves temporal consistency.

Evidence Anchoring establishes standardized evidence interfaces.



EGC ID ensures that evidence generated throughout these processes remains continuously

attributable to the originating institutional entity.

Identity therefore becomes the persistent foundation connecting operational activities with

reusable institutional evidence.

2.9 CHAPTER CONCLUSION

Institutional identity should not be understood as merely another organizational identifier.

Within Evidence Infrastructure, identity establishes the persistent institutional foundation
through which evidence remains attributable, interoperable, and continuously governed across

changing operational environments.

The principles introduced in this chapter provide the conceptual basis for the architectural

design presented in the following chapter.

CHAPTER 3: EGC ID ARCHITECTURE

3.1 IDENTITY AS A PERSISTENT INSTITUTIONAL LAYER

Institutional identity should not be understood as an isolated identifier assigned to an

organization.

Within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture, identity functions as a persistent institutional
layer through which evidence remains continuously attributable throughout its operational

lifecycle.

An institution may generate numerous activities.

Each activity may subsequently produce multiple Evidence Objects and Anchored Evidence

Units (AEUSs).

Although evidence continually evolves, the institutional identity associated with that evidence

remains persistent.

EGC ID therefore establishes continuity at the institutional level rather than continuity at the

evidence level.



EGC ID ARCHITECTURE

The institutional identity layer establishes persistent identity attribution
across the evidence lifecycle.

) G
ENTITY ARCHITECTURE ROLE
An institution, organization,
or entity participating in f'\\
operational and governance ,@
activities. /
J
; PERSISTENT IDENTITY
) Provides a stable institutional
EGC ID identity that remains
A persistent institutional consistent over time,
identity established by EGC ID independent of evidence
that remains independent of records.
individual evidence records.

¥

\ &

INSTITUTIONAL
ACTIVITIES EVIDENCE ATTRIBUTION
Operational, governance, or Ensures continuous
business activities performed attribution from activities
under the institution’s to evidence, enabling
governance. ownership, accountability,
>, and traceability.
¥ :
EVIDENCE OBJECTS Za
Structured evidence generated UL'.
from institutional activities
through Evidence Infrastructure GOVERNANCE CONTINUITY
methodologies. Supports consistent
J governance across
; organizational changes,

reporting cycles, and

ANCHORED institutional processes.

EVIDENCE UNITS (AEUs)

Governed evidence packages

that preserve identity attribution, lﬂ‘ \
contextual integrity, and \&
interoperability for downstream

institutional evaluation. FRAMEWORK NEUTRALITY

Operates independently
of reporting frameworks,

PERSISTENT IDENTITY ATTRIBUTION LS

Identity persists while evidence evolves. or financial evaluation.

Attribution remains continuous across the

entire evidence lifecycle. \

NOT A REPLACEMENT FOR OTHER SYSTEMS

EGC ID does not replace legal registration systems, government identifiers,
reporting frameworks, assurance methodologies, or regulatory mechanisms.
It establishes the identity foundation for evidence attribution.




3.2 CORE ARCHITECTURAL COMPONENTS

The EGC ID architecture consists of five conceptual components that together establish

persistent institutional identity across the Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.

These components are conceptual governance elements rather than implementation-specific

technologies.

ENTITY

The institution is participating in operational, governance, or evidence-generating activities.

INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY

A persistent identity established through EGC ID that remains independent of individual

evidence records.

INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Operational activities performed under the governance of the identified institution.

EVIDENCE OBJECTS

Structured evidence generated from institutional activities through Evidence Infrastructure

methodologies.

ANCHORED EVIDENCE UNITS (AEUS)

Governed evidence packages preserving identity attribution, contextual integrity, and

interoperability for downstream institutional evaluation.

Together these components establish continuous identity attribution from institutional

participation through reusable evidence.

3.3 IDENTITY IS INDEPENDENT OF EVIDENCE

Evidence evolves continuously.

Operational activities occur repeatedly.

Evidence Objects are generated, updated, archived, and reused.

Identity, however, remains stable.



This distinction represents one of the fundamental architectural principles of EGC ID.

Evidence may change over time.

Institutional identity should remain persistent.

Accordingly, EGC ID governs identity continuity rather than evidence continuity.

Evidence continuity is established through separate methodologies within the Evidence

Infrastructure Architecture.

3.4 IDENTITY ACROSS THE EVIDENCE LIFECYCLE

Institutional identity accompanies evidence throughout every stage of its lifecycle.

Identity exists before evidence generation.

Identity remains associated throughout evidence structuring, anchoring, interoperability,

routing, and institutional evaluation.

This continuity enables evidence generated across different operational periods to remain
consistently attributable to the same institutional entity without requiring identity

reconstruction.

Identity therefore functions as the persistent reference layer supporting long-term evidence

attribution.

3.5 FRAMEWORK-NEUTRAL ARCHITECTURE

EGC ID does not incorporate reporting logic, assurance requirements, regulatory criteria, or

financial evaluation into its architectural design.

Identity remains independent of downstream governance frameworks.

Consequently, the same institutional identity may support evidence evaluated under multiple

governance environments while preserving consistent attribution.

This separation allows governance frameworks to evolve independently without affecting

institutional identity itself.

3.6 ARCHITECTURAL BOUNDARY



The architectural responsibility of EGC ID begins with institutional identity and concludes with

identity attribution.

The architecture does not determine:

e reporting outcomes;

e assurance conclusions;
e regulatory compliance;
e legalinterpretation;

e financial valuation;

e institutional certification.

These responsibilities remain entirely under the authority of the respective institutions

responsible for downstream governance.

EGC ID establishes only the persistent institutional identity supporting evidence attribution.

3.7 RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER ARCHITECTURAL LAYERS

Within the broader Evidence Infrastructure Architecture, EGC ID complements rather than

replaces existing methodological components.

Evidence generation remains governed by PADV.

Governance value representation remains governed by NTCC.

Evidence continuity, identity binding, and evidence anchoring continue to operate according to

their respective architectural responsibilities.

EGC ID introduces the institutional identity layer connecting these components through

persistent identity attribution.

Together they establish a coherent architecture supporting reusable institutional evidence.

3.8 CHAPTER CONCLUSION

The EGC ID architecture establishes persistent institutional identity independently of evidence

generation, reporting, assurance, and regulatory interpretation.



By separating identity from downstream governance processes, the architecture enables
evidence to remain continuously attributable while preserving the independent authority of

external institutions.

Accordingly, EGC ID provides the institutional identity foundation upon which interoperable

evidence ecosystems may be developed throughout the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

CHAPTER 4: INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY LIFECYCLE

4.1 IDENTITY BEYOND REGISTRATION

Institutional identity should not be understood as a one-time registration event.

Organizations evolve continuously through operational growth, governance changes,

organizational restructuring, mergers, acquisitions, and long-term institutional development.

Accordingly, an institutional identity architecture must preserve continuity beyond the initial

establishment of identity.

EGC ID therefore defines identity as a persistent institutional reference maintained throughout

the Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle rather than as a static registration record.

Identity begins with registration but continues through every subsequent stage of institutional

participation.

4.2 REGISTRATION

The lifecycle begins with the establishment of an institutional identity.

Registration creates a persistent identity reference representing the institutional entity within the

Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

At this stage, no operational evidence is implied.

Registration establishes only the identity foundation upon which future institutional activities

may be attributed.

The existence of an EGC ID should therefore not be interpreted as evidence of operational

performance, governance quality, regulatory status, or institutional credibility.



INSTITUTIONAL
IDENTITY LIFECYCLE

Institutional identity persists throughout registration,
operational participation, maintenance, and retirement,
preserving continuous evidence attribution.

REGISTRATION

Establish a persistent institutional
identity as the foundation for future
attribution. No evidence is implied
at this stage.

L 2

ACTIVATION

The identity becomes operationally
active when the institution begins
participating in activities that may
generate attributable evidence.

¥

OPERATIONAL CONTINUITY

Identity remains persistent while
activities continue and evidence
evolves across time, systems,
and governance environments.

LIFECYCLE

PRINCIPLES

&

IDENTITY PERSISTS

Identity is continuous
and stable, independent
of individual evidence
records.

EVIDENCE EVOLVES

Evidence is generated,

updated, reused, and
retired over time.

¥

IDENTITY

MAINTENANCE
Update institutional information
and attributes as needed to ensure
accuracy, while maintaining
identity continuity.

Y

s

RETIREMENT

Conclude the operational lifecycle
of the identity. Historical evidence
remains attributable; attribution
continues beyond retirement.

°0

PERSISTENCE IS THE CORE
Identity persists. Evidence evolves. Attribution remains.

History is preserved across the complete lifecycle.

4.3 ACTIVATION

&

ATTRIBUTION REMAINS
Attribution to the
institution remains

consistent across all
stages.

=D

HISTORY IS PRESERVED
Historical evidence
remains attributable

even after operational
conclusion.

Following registration, an institutional identity becomes operationally active through

participation in institutional activities.



Activation represents the point at which institutional activities may begin generating attributable

Evidence Objects.

Identity itself does not generate evidence.

Instead, identity enables evidence generated through operational activities to remain

persistently attributable throughout subsequent governance processes.

4.4 OPERATIONAL CONTINUITY

Once active, institutional identity remains persistent while evidence continues to evolve.

Organizations may generate numerous institutional activities over extended periods.

Evidence Objects may accumulate, Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs) may be created, and
evidence may subsequently support interoperability, reporting, assurance, regulatory review,

research, or institutional evaluation.

Throughout these changes, institutional identity remains stable.

Operational continuity therefore preserves evidence attribution independently of changes in

operational volume, reporting cycles, governance environments, or institutional processes.

4.5 IDENTITY MAINTENANCE

Institutional identity may require periodic maintenance as organizational information changes

over time.

Examples include updates to institutional attributes, governance information, operational

status, or other identity-related metadata.

Such maintenance preserves the accuracy of institutional identity while maintaining continuity.

Identity maintenance should therefore be understood as lifecycle governance rather than

identity replacement.

Persistent attribution is preserved even as institutional information evolves.

4.6 RETIREMENT

An institutional identity may eventually conclude its operational lifecycle.



Retirement indicates that no further institutional activities are expected to generate new

attributable evidence under that identity.

Retirement does not invalidate historical Evidence Objects or Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs).

Evidence generated throughout the operational lifecycle remains historically attributable to the

retired institutional identity.

Identity continuity therefore extends beyond operational existence by preserving historical

attribution.

4.7 PERSISTENCE THROUGHOUT THE LIFECYCLE

The primary objective of the institutional identity lifecycle is continuity.

Identity exists before evidence generation.

Identity remains throughout operational participation.

Identity continues while evidence evolves.

Identity preserves historical attribution after operational activities conclude.

Consequently, institutional identity functions as the persistent reference connecting all

evidence generated throughout the lifecycle of an institution.

4.8 RELATIONSHIP WITH GOVERNANCE CONTINUITY

Institutional identity continuity supports governance continuity without determining governance

outcomes.

Reporting frameworks, assurance providers, regulators, financial institutions, and other

governance environments remain responsible for independently evaluating evidence.

EGC ID contributes only the persistence of institutional attribution.

This separation ensures that governance processes remain independent while evidence

continues to reference the same institutional identity over time.

4.9 CHAPTER CONCLUSION

Institutional identity is not established merely to identify organizations.



Its purpose is to preserve continuous evidence attribution throughout the complete institutional

lifecycle.

Registration initiates identity.

Operational participation generates evidence.

Maintenance preserves continuity.

Retirement preserves historical attribution.

Together these stages establish the persistent institutional identity upon which long-term

evidence reuse and institutional interoperability depend.

CHAPTER 5: INSTITUTIONAL EVIDENCE ATTRIBUTION

5.1 WHY ATTRIBUTION MATTERS

Evidence acquires institutional value only when its origin can be consistently attributed.

Operational records, structured evidence, and interoperable Evidence Objects may all preserve

factual information.

However, without persistent attribution, evidence gradually loses institutional context as it
moves across reporting cycles, governance processes, organizational changes, and evidence

reuse.

Consequently, the central objective of EGC ID is not merely to identify institutions.

Its primary objective is to ensure that evidence remains continuously attributable throughout its

complete institutional lifecycle.

Identity therefore establishes attribution before interpretation begins.

5.2 ATTRIBUTION THROUGHOUT THE EVIDENCE LIFECYCLE

Institutional attribution accompanies evidence throughout every stage of its lifecycle.

An institutional activity generates operational evidence.

Operational evidence becomes structured as Evidence Objects.



Evidence Objects may subsequently be organized into Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs),

exchanged across institutional environments, and reused within multiple governance contexts.

Throughout these transformations, attribution remains associated with the originating

institutional identity.

The evidence evolves.

The institutional attribution remains persistent.

5.3 ATTRIBUTION IS INDEPENDENT OF INTERPRETATION

Institutional attribution should not be confused with institutional evaluation.

EGC ID attributes evidence to an institutional identity.

It does not determine whether evidence is sufficient, compliant, material, reliable, or

appropriate for any particular governance purpose.

Those determinations remain exclusively under the authority of reporting organizations,
assurance providers, regulators, researchers, financial institutions, and other governance

bodies.

Identity therefore precedes institutional interpretation.

5.4 ATTRIBUTION ACROSS INSTITUTIONAL BOUNDARIES

Evidence increasingly moves across organizational, industrial, and governance boundaries.

Reporting systems may consume evidence.

Assurance engagements may evaluate evidence.

Regulatory authorities may review evidence.

Researchers may analyze evidence.

Financial institutions may assess evidence.

Despite these transitions, institutional attribution should remain stable.



EGC ID therefore provides a persistent identity reference that accompanies evidence regardless

of where subsequent institutional evaluation occurs.

INSTITUTIONAL
EVIDENCE ATTRIBUTION

Institutional identity remains persistent throughout the transformation
of activities into evidence, preserving continuous attribution.

ENTITY

The institution, organization,
or entity participating in
operational and governance
activities.

~

2

EGCID

The persistent institutional
identity established by EGC ID
that enables continuous
attribution of evidence.

&

2

INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITY

Operational or governance
activities performed under
the institution’s accountability
and governance.

=

) 2

b

EVIDENCE OBJECTS

Structured evidence generated
from activities and organized
within the Evidence
Infrastructure.

4

ANCHORED EVIDENCE
UNITS (AEUs)

Governed evidence packages
that preserve integrity, context,
and interoperability for reuse
across institutional environments.

6

/2
INSTITUTIONAL ATTRIBUTION

Evidence remains continuously
attributable to the originating
institution through persistent
identity reference.

ATTRIBUTION PRINCIPLES

IDENTITY PERSISTS

Institutional identity remains
stable and continuous
throughout the entire

evidence lifecycle.

&

ATTRIBUTION CONTINUES

Attribution accompanies
evidence at every stage,
regardless of system,
organization, or location.

il

EVIDENCE EVOLVES
Evidence is generated,
updated, integrated,
exchanged, and reused
over time.

INTERPRETATION REMAINS
INDEPENDENT
Reporting, assurance, regulatory,
and other institutions apply
their own criteria; attribution
remains independent of
interpretation.

THE PURPOSE OF ATTRIBUTION
Ensure that evidence retains institutional value by maintaining continuous attribution
from institutional activities to interoperable evidence across time and governance.
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5.5 ATTRIBUTION AND EVIDENCE REUSABILITY

One of the principal barriers to evidence reuse is inconsistent institutional attribution.

When identity cannot be preserved, evidence frequently requires repeated verification before

being accepted within new governance environments.

Persistent attribution reduces this fragmentation by maintaining a continuous institutional

reference independent of downstream governance requirements.

Accordingly, evidence becomes more reusable without altering the authority of receiving

institutions.

5.6 ATTRIBUTION WITHIN EVIDENCE INFRASTRUCTURE

Institutional attribution complements existing Evidence Infrastructure methodologies.

PADV governs evidence generation.

BEA governs evidence continuity.

IB-CVA governs identity binding at the evidence level.

EAISS governs evidence anchoring.

EGC ID provides the persistent institutional identity through which all resulting evidence remains

attributable to the originating institution.

Each publication performs a distinct responsibility.

Together they establish a coherent architecture for reusable institutional evidence.

5.7 ATTRIBUTION IS NOT OWNERSHIP

Institutional attribution should not be interpreted as legal ownership.

Evidence may involve multiple participating organizations, contributors, operational actors, or

governance relationships.

EGC ID preserves institutional attribution without determining legal rights, contractual

obligations, intellectual property ownership, or regulatory responsibility.



Those matters remain under the authority of the appropriate legal and institutional frameworks.

5.8 CHAPTER CONCLUSION

Evidence retains institutional value only when attribution remains persistent.

EGC ID establishes the institutional identity layer through which attribution accompanies
evidence independently of operational evolution, interoperability, reporting, assurance, or

regulatory interpretation.

Institutional attribution therefore functions as the essential bridge connecting persistent identity

with reusable evidence throughout the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

CHAPTER 6: INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY RELATIONSHIPS

6.1 IDENTITY WITHIN INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

Institutional identity does not exist in isolation.

Its primary purpose is to establish persistent relationships between institutions and the evidence

generated through their operational activities.

Accordingly, EGC ID should not be understood merely as an identifier assigned to an entity.

Rather, it functions as the institutional reference through which multiple evidence-related

relationships remain continuously attributable throughout the Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.

Identity therefore becomes the persistent connection linking institutions with their operational

participation, structured evidence, and institutional responsibilities.

6.2 RELATIONSHIP WITH INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Institutional activities represent the operational origin of evidence generation.

Each activity is performed under the governance of a participating institution.

EGC ID establishes the persistent institutional identity through which these activities remain

continuously attributable without altering their operational characteristics.

Institutional activities therefore preserve organizational context independently of subsequent

evidence transformation or governance evaluation.



INSTITUTIONAL
IDENTITY RELATIONSHIPS

EGC ID establishes persistent institutional relationships
across the Evidence Infrastructure ecosystem.
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ENTITY

The institution, organization,
or entity participating in
operational and governance

rm—

INSTITUTIONAL
ACTIVITIES

Operational or governance
activities performed under
the institution’s
accountability and
governance.
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EGC ID

Persistent
Institutional
Identity

activities.
4 J
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EVIDENCE
OBJECTS
e—0

Structured evidence
generated from activities
and organized within the
Evidence Infrastructure.

ANCHORED EVIDENCE
UNITS (AEUs)

Governed evidence packages
that preserve integrity, context,
and interoperability for reuse
across institutional
environments.

-
EVIDENCE
INFRASTRUCTURE

The interconnected methods
and components that govern
evidence generation, continuity,
anchoring, identity binding,
and interoperability.

\ J

Persistent institutional identity connects institutional
relationships without determining institutional authority.

6.3 RELATIONSHIP WITH EVIDENCE OBJECTS

Evidence Objects constitute structured representations of operational evidence.



While Evidence Objects may evolve through verification, anchoring, interoperability, or reuse,
their institutional attribution remains consistently associated with the originating institutional

identity.

EGC ID therefore provides the persistent institutional reference connecting Evidence Objects

with the institution responsible for the activities from which they originated.

6.4 RELATIONSHIP WITH ANCHORED EVIDENCE UNITS (AEUS)

Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs) organize structured Evidence Objects into interoperable

evidence packages suitable for downstream institutional evaluation.

Although AEUs may aggregate multiple Evidence Objects, institutional attribution remains

preserved through the persistent identity established by EGC ID.

Identity therefore accompanies evidence regardless of its structural complexity.

6.5 RELATIONSHIP WITH EVIDENCE INFRASTRUCTURE

Institutional identity complements every layer of the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

PADV governs evidence generation.

BEA preserves evidence continuity.

IB-CVA establishes evidence-level identity binding.

EAISS standardizes evidence anchoring.

EGC ID provides the persistent institutional identity that remains consistently associated

throughout these architectural layers.

Each component performs an independent responsibility while contributing to a coherent

evidence ecosystem.

6.6 IDENTITY WITHOUT INSTITUTIONAL DEPENDENCY

Institutional identity should remain independent of downstream governance environments.

The existence of an EGC ID does not depend upon reporting frameworks, assurance

engagements, regulatory systems, financial institutions, or analytical methodologies.



Similarly, changes occurring within those governance environments do not alter the institutional

identity itself.

Identity therefore maintains stability while institutional evaluation remains independently

governed.

6.7 RELATIONSHIP WITHOUT AUTHORITY

Institutional relationships established through EGC ID should not be interpreted as authority

relationships.

Identity attribution does not imply ownership.

It does not establish regulatory jurisdiction.

It does not determine reporting obligations.

It does not create contractual rights.

Nor does it certify institutional legitimacy.

EGC ID preserves institutional relationships solely for the purpose of continuous evidence

attribution.

Authority remains entirely under the responsibility of the respective governance institutions.

6.8 CHAPTER CONCLUSION

Institutional identity derives its value from the relationships it preserves rather than from the

identifier itself.

By maintaining persistent relationships between institutions, operational activities, Evidence
Objects, and Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs), EGC ID enables evidence to remain continuously

attributable throughout the Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.

These institutional relationships provide the structural foundation upon which evidence may
subsequently become interoperable, reusable, and independently evaluated across multiple

governance environments.

CHAPTER 7: INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY BOUNDARY



7.1 WHY IDENTITY REQUIRES A BOUNDARY

Institutional identity establishes persistent attribution.

It does not establish institutional authority.

As Evidence Infrastructure continues to evolve across reporting, assurance, finance, regulation,
research, and governance environments, maintaining a clear architectural boundary becomes

essential.

Without a clearly defined boundary, institutional identity may be misunderstood as a mechanism
for legal registration, regulatory approval, compliance determination, or institutional

certification.

Such interpretations extend beyond the purpose of EGC ID.

Accordingly, this chapter defines the institutional boundary governing the scope of the EGC ID

architecture.

7.2 IDENTITY BEFORE INSTITUTIONAL EVALUATION

EGC ID operates before institutional evaluation begins.

Its responsibility is limited to establishing persistent institutional identity and preserving

evidence attribution throughout the Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.

Subsequent institutional evaluation remains the responsibility of independent governance

organizations.

Reporting entities determine reporting outcomes.

Assurance providers determine assurance conclusions.

Regulators determine regulatory compliance.

Financial institutions determine financial decisions.

Researchers determine analytical conclusions.

EGC ID performs none of these functions.

7.3 IDENTITY DOES NOT ESTABLISH AUTHORITY



Possessing an institutional identity should not be interpreted as evidence of institutional

legitimacy.

EGC ID does not grant legal status.

It does not establish organizational recognition.

It does not imply accreditation.

It does not indicate certification.

It does not represent regulatory approval.

Institutional authority remains exclusively within the organizations legally responsible for those

determinations.

Identity therefore supports institutional governance without replacing institutional authority.

7.4 IDENTITY DOES NOT DETERMINE GOVERNANCE OUTCOMES

EGC ID neither evaluates nor interprets evidence.

Institutional identity remains independent of governance outcomes.

The architecture does not determine:

e reporting conclusions;
e assurance opinions;

e regulatory findings;

e compliance status;

e financial assessments;
e institutional rankings;

e organizational performance.

These responsibilities remain entirely under the authority of downstream institutions.

7.5 IDENTITY IS INDEPENDENT OF EXTERNAL IDENTITY SYSTEMS

EGC ID is designed as an independent institutional identity architecture.

Its existence does not depend upon external registration systems, governmental identifiers,

commercial identity providers, industry registries, or jurisdiction-specific identity mechanisms.



Similarly, external identity systems remain independent of EGC ID.

The architecture therefore preserves institutional identity without assuming dependency upon

any external identity infrastructure.

7.6 IDENTITY SUPPORTS ATTRIBUTION ONLY

The architectural responsibility of EGC ID concludes with persistent institutional attribution.

Identity accompanies evidence.

Identity preserves attribution.

Identity enables continuity.

Beyond that point, institutional evaluation proceeds independently.

Identity therefore establishes the foundation upon which downstream governance may operate

without participating in the governance process itself.

7.7 INSTITUTIONAL NEUTRALITY

Institutional identity remains neutral across governance environments.

The same identity may support reporting, assurance, regulatory review, financial analysis,

research, and institutional collaboration simultaneously.

None of these environments changes the institutional identity itself.

Likewise, institutional identity does not privilege any governance framework over another.

Neutrality therefore preserves interoperability while respecting institutional sovereignty.

7.8 CHAPTER CONCLUSION

Institutional identity derives its value from clearly defined architectural boundaries.

By limiting its responsibility to persistent identity attribution, EGC ID preserves institutional
independence while allowing downstream governance organizations to exercise their respective

authorities.



This separation enables Evidence Infrastructure to remain interoperable without concentrating

governance authority within the identity architecture itself.

CHAPTER 8: IDENTITY POSITION WITHIN EVIDENCE INFRASTRUCTURE

8.1 IDENTITY AS AN ARCHITECTURAL LAYER

Evidence Infrastructure consists of multiple architectural layers, each responsible for a distinct

institutional function.

Evidence is generated through operational participation.

Governance value is represented through structured methodologies.

Evidence continuity preserves temporal consistency.

Interoperability enables framework-neutral compatibility.

Evidence anchoring supports standardized exchange.

Institutional identity complements these architectural layers by providing the persistent identity

through which evidence remains continuously attributable.

EGC ID therefore should not be viewed as an isolated identifier.

It functions as an architectural layer supporting the entire Evidence Infrastructure ecosystem.



IDENTITY POSITION
WITHIN EVIDENCE INFRASTRUCTURE

EGC ID functions as the institutional identity layer connecting
evidence generation, continuity, interoperability, and

institutional evaluation.
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1. INSTITUTIONAL
PARTICIPATION

Institutions participate in operational,
governance, and business activities
across multiple contexts.

2. EVIDENCE GENERATION

Operational activities generate raw
evidence through defined methodologies
and data capture processes.

3. EVIDENCE CONTINUITY

Evidence continuity mechanisms preserve
temporal consistency, integrity, and
traceability over time.

4. EGCID
INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY

Provides persistent institutional identity
and ensures continuous attribution
across the entire evidence lifecycle.

5. INTEROPERABILITY

Evidence becomes interoperable across
frameworks, standards, and institutional
boundaries.

6. INSTITUTIONAL EVALUATION

Independent institutions evaluate evidence
for reporting, assurance, regulatory review,
finance, research, and decision-making.
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ARCHITECTURAL
POSITION

@

PERSISTENT IDENTITY

EGC ID provides a stable
institutional identity that
remains consistent
independent of evidence
evolution or location.

©

EVIDENCE ATTRIBUTION

Ensures continuous
attribution of evidence
to the originating
institution across all
stages and systems.

8

GOVERNANCE CONTINUITY

Supports long-term
governance by preserving
institutional attribution
through reporting cycles,
organizational changes,
and regulatory shifts.

&

FRAMEWORK NEUTRALITY
Operates independently
of reporting frameworks,
assurance methodologies,
regulations, or evaluation
criteria.

P

KEY MESSAGE

EGC ID is the institutional identity layer that connects evidence generation,
continuity, interoperability, and institutional evaluation while remaining
independent of downstream governance interpretation.




8.2 RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PUBLICATION SERIES

Each publication within the Evidence Infrastructure series addresses a different institutional

responsibility.

The publications are intentionally designed to complement rather than replace one another.

Methodology publications define evidence generation, governance representation, and

interoperability.

Architecture publications define structural governance mechanisms.

Working papers define operational evidence structures.

Institutional papers explain conceptual significance.

General papers define platform governance and institutional identity.

Together they establish a coherent and modular Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

8.3 IDENTITY ACROSS THE EVIDENCE LIFECYCLE

Institutional identity accompanies evidence without becoming part of the evidence itself.

Evidence may be generated, verified, structured, anchored, routed, evaluated, archived, and

reused.

Throughout these transitions, institutional identity remains persistent.

Identity therefore serves as the architectural reference connecting evidence generated at

different operational stages while remaining independent of downstream interpretation.

This persistence enables long-term evidence attribution without altering the governance

responsibilities of receiving institutions.

8.4 IDENTITY SUPPORTING GOVERNANCE CONTINUITY

Institutional governance frequently extends across multiple reporting periods, organizational

changes, regulatory environments, and operational cycles.

Identity continuity enables evidence generated under these changing conditions to remain

attributable to the same institutional entity.



This persistence supports governance continuity without prescribing governance outcomes.

Accordingly, EGC ID strengthens institutional consistency while preserving institutional

independence.

8.5 IDENTITY SUPPORTING INSTITUTIONAL TRUST

Institutional trust depends upon more than evidence quality.

Trust also depends upon confidence that evidence remains continuously attributable to the

institution responsible for generating it.

Persistent institutional identity contributes to this confidence by maintaining stable attribution

throughout the Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.

Identity therefore supports trust indirectly.

It establishes the conditions through which independent institutions may evaluate evidence with

confidence in its continuity and attribution.

8.6 IDENTITY AS A FOUNDATIONAL LAYER

Identity should be understood as one of the foundational layers within Evidence Infrastructure.

It does not replace evidence generation.

It does not replace interoperability.

It does not replace governance.

Instead, it enables each of these architectural layers to reference the same institutional identity

throughout the complete evidence lifecycle.

Identity therefore functions as persistent infrastructure rather than operational functionality.

8.7 CHAPTER CONCLUSION

The value of EGC ID extends beyond organizational identification.

As the institutional identity layer within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture, EGC ID
establishes the persistent attribution foundation supporting evidence continuity,

interoperability, governance consistency, and institutional trust.



Its role is intentionally limited yet fundamentally enabling.

By maintaining stable institutional identity independently of downstream interpretation, EGC ID

strengthens the coherence of the broader Evidence Infrastructure ecosystem.

CHAPTER 9: INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY CAPABILITIES

9.1 IDENTITY AS AN ENABLING CAPABILITY

Institutional identity should not be understood solely as an identification mechanism.

Within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture, identity functions as an enabling capability

supporting persistent evidence attribution across multiple institutional environments.

By maintaining continuous identity independently of evidence evolution, EGC ID enables
evidence to remain attributable throughout reporting cycles, organizational changes,

interoperability processes, and long-term governance activities.

Institutional identity therefore contributes not by replacing governance functions, but by

enabling governance continuity.

9.2 SUPPORTING LONG-TERM EVIDENCE CONTINUITY

Evidence often extends beyond individual reporting periods.

Organizations generate operational activities continuously over many years.

Evidence Objects accumulate.

Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs) evolve.

Governance environments change.

Throughout these changes, institutional identity preserves a stable attribution reference linking

historical evidence with subsequent institutional activities.

Identity therefore strengthens long-term evidence continuity without modifying evidence itself.

9.3 SUPPORTING CROSS-INSTITUTIONAL COLLABORATION

Evidence increasingly supports collaboration among organizations, supply chains, public

institutions, academic communities, and governance ecosystems.



Persistent institutional identity enables participating institutions to maintain consistent

attribution while evidence moves across collaborative environments.

Identity therefore supports cooperation without requiring centralized governance authority.

Institutional collaboration remains independently governed while attribution remains

consistently preserved.

9.4 SUPPORTING EVIDENCE REUSABILITY

One of the principal objectives of Evidence Infrastructure is reducing unnecessary duplication of

evidence generation and verification.

Persistent institutional identity contributes directly to this objective by preserving attribution

independently of downstream institutional evaluation.

When attribution remains stable, Evidence Objects become more readily reusable across

multiple governance contexts while preserving their institutional origin.

Identity therefore enhances evidence reusability without altering institutional authority.

9.5 SUPPORTING INSTITUTIONAL TRUST

Institutional trust develops gradually through consistent governance rather than isolated

evidence records.

Persistent institutional identity contributes to this process by maintaining stable attribution

throughout the operational lifecycle of evidence.

Trust remains the responsibility of independent institutions.

EGC ID does not establish trust directly.

Instead, it provides the architectural conditions through which institutions may evaluate

continuously attributable evidence with greater confidence.

9.6 SUPPORTING ARCHITECTURAL SCALABILITY

As Evidence Infrastructure expands across industries, jurisdictions, organizational sizes, and
governance environments, institutional identity should remain scalable without requiring

structural redesign.



Because EGC ID is architecture-based rather than framework-specific, the same institutional

identity principles remain applicable regardless of operational context.

Scalability therefore derives from architectural consistency rather than institutional

standardization.

9.7 SUPPORTING INSTITUTIONAL INDEPENDENCE

Persistent institutional identity strengthens cooperation while preserving institutional

independence.

Each reporting framework, regulator, assurance provider, financial institution, or research

organization continues to exercise independent authority.

EGC ID neither harmonizes governance criteria nor determines institutional decisions.

Identity simply provides the persistent attribution reference supporting independent institutional

evaluation.

This separation preserves both interoperability and institutional sovereignty.

9.8 CHAPTER CONCLUSION

Institutional identity should be understood as an enabling capability rather than an

administrative function.

By preserving continuous evidence attribution independently of governance interpretation, EGC
ID strengthens evidence continuity, institutional collaboration, evidence reusability, governance

consistency, and long-term architectural scalability.

Its contribution lies not in performing governance itself, but in establishing the persistent

institutional identity upon which modern Evidence Infrastructure depends.

CHAPTER 10: INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY AND THE FUTURE OF EVIDENCE

INFRASTRUCTURE

10.1 BEYOND ORGANIZATIONAL IDENTIFICATION

Institutional identity should not be understood merely as an organizational identifier.

Traditional identification systems primarily establish administrative recognition.



Within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture, institutional identity serves a fundamentally

different purpose.

Its role is to preserve persistent evidence attribution throughout the complete lifecycle of

institutional participation, evidence generation, interoperability, and governance.

Identity therefore becomes part of the infrastructure supporting evidence rather than simply

identifying the institution itself.

10.2 IDENTITY AS FOUNDATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Modern governance increasingly depends upon evidence that can remain reusable across

multiple institutional environments.

Reporting frameworks evolve.

Regulatory expectations change.

Assurance methodologies continue to mature.

Research expands.

Operational activities become increasingly interconnected.

Throughout these changes, institutional identity provides the persistent foundation upon which

evidence remains continuously attributable.

The stability of institutional identity therefore enables the adaptability of Evidence Infrastructure.

10.3 ENABLING REUSABLE EVIDENCE ECOSYSTEMS

The long-term objective of Evidence Infrastructure is not simply generating more evidence.

Its objective is enabling evidence to become reusable across independent institutional contexts

while preserving attribution, governance continuity, and contextual integrity.

Persistent institutional identity contributes directly to this objective.

Rather than requiring evidence to be repeatedly reconstructed or re-attributed, EGC ID enables

institutions to maintain consistent identity throughout the complete evidence lifecycle.



Reusable evidence therefore becomes increasingly practical without centralizing institutional

authority.

10.4 PRESERVING INSTITUTIONAL SOVEREIGNTY

The development of common evidence infrastructure should not reduce institutional

independence.

Reporting organizations, regulators, assurance providers, financial institutions, academic
researchers, and governance bodies continue to exercise independent authority according to

their respective mandates.

EGC ID does not harmonize governance decisions.

It does not replace institutional judgment.

Instead, it preserves the persistent institutional identity through which evidence remains

attributable regardless of where subsequent evaluation occurs.

Institutional sovereignty and interoperability therefore coexist rather than compete.

10.5 A FOUNDATION RATHER THAN A DESTINATION

Institutional identity should be understood as foundational infrastructure rather than a final

governance solution.

Identity alone cannot determine evidence quality.

It cannot establish regulatory compliance.

It cannot produce institutional trust.

These outcomes remain dependent upon independent governance processes.

However, without persistent identity, evidence cannot maintain consistent attribution across

institutional environments.

Accordingly, institutional identity functions as one of the enabling foundations upon which

broader Evidence Infrastructure may continue to evolve.

10.6 CLOSING PERSPECTIVE



Evidence Infrastructure has progressively established methodologies for evidence generation,
governance representation, interoperability, evidence continuity, identity binding, evidence

anchoring, and institutional architecture.

The introduction of EGC ID completes another essential architectural layer by defining how

institutional identity persists throughout these processes.

Identity therefore should not be viewed as an isolated identifier.

It should be understood as the institutional foundation through which evidence remains

continuously attributable while preserving the independence of downstream governance.

As Evidence Infrastructure continues to develop, persistent institutional identity will remain one
of the essential conditions enabling reusable evidence ecosystems, institutional interoperability,

and trusted governance.

FINAL STATEMENT

Persistent identity enables persistent evidence. Persistent evidence enables
institutional interoperability. Institutional interoperability enables trusted

governance.

APPENDIX A: CORE TERMINOLOGY

A.1 PURPOSE

This appendix summarizes the principal terminology used throughout the Global Entity

Credential Identifier (EGC ID) architecture.

Rather than serving as a comprehensive glossary, the purpose of this appendix is to clarify how

the principal concepts relate to one another within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

The terminology presented here should therefore be understood as conceptual architectural

definitions rather than implementation-specific specifications.

A.2 CORE TERMINOLOGY

ENTITY



An organization, institution, or governed organizational body participating in institutional

activities within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

An Entity represents the organizational subject to which institutional identity is persistently

attributed.

GLOBAL ENTITY CREDENTIAL IDENTIFIER (EGC ID)
A persistent institutional identity established for continuous evidence attribution.
EGC ID provides the institutional identity layer through which evidence remains consistently

attributable throughout its lifecycle while remaining independent of reporting frameworks,

assurance methodologies, regulatory interpretation, and downstream institutional evaluation.

INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITY

An operational, governance, administrative, or organizational activity performed under the

accountability of an identified institution.

Institutional Activities constitute the operational origin from which structured evidence is

generated.

EVIDENCE OBJECTS

Structured representations of operational evidence generated from Institutional Activities

according to the methodologies defined within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

Evidence Objects preserve contextual integrity while supporting interoperability and

downstream institutional evaluation.

ANCHORED EVIDENCE UNITS (AEUS)

Governed evidence packages preserving structured Evidence Objects together with identity

attribution, contextual integrity, evidence continuity, and interoperability.

AEUs provide standardized evidence structures suitable for exchange across independent

institutional environments.

EVIDENCE ATTRIBUTION



The continuous association between institutional identity and evidence generated throughout

institutional activities.

Evidence Attribution enables Evidence Objects and AEUs to remain persistently attributable

regardless of subsequent governance interpretation or institutional reuse.

INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY

The persistent architectural identity representing an institution throughout the complete

Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.

Institutional Identity remains independent of individual evidence records while enabling
continuous evidence attribution across operational participation, evidence generation,

interoperability, and governance continuity.

EVIDENCE INFRASTRUCTURE

The integrated architectural ecosystem supporting evidence generation, continuity, attribution,
interoperability, anchoring, and institutional governance through complementary

methodological layers.

Within this architecture, EGC ID functions as the Institutional Identity Layer.
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CORE TERMINOLOGY RELATIONSHIP

The core concepts of the EGC ID architecture and their
logical relationship within the Evidence Infrastructure.

1. ENTITY

The organization, institution,
or governed body participating
in institutional activities.

~N

2

2

2. INSTITUTIONAL IDENTITY
(EGC ID)

The persistent institutional identity
enabling continuous evidence
attribution across its lifecycle.

N

o

) 2

3. INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITY

Operational, governance, or
administrative activities performed
under institutional accountability.
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4. EVIDENCE OBJECTS

Structured representations of
evidence generated from
institutional activities.

N
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5. ANCHORED EVIDENCE
UNITS (AEUs)

Governed evidence packages that
preserve integrity, context, continuity,
and interoperability.

T

6. EVIDENCE ATTRIBUTION
The continuous association between
institutional identity and evidence
throughout the entire lifecycle.

,
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CORE CONCEPTS

PERSISTENT
IDENTITY

A stable institutional
identity that remains
consistent across
time, systems, and
governance contexts.

INSTITUTIONAL
ACTIVITY

The origin of evidence
generated under
institutional
accountability.

STRUCTURED
EVIDENCE

Evidence organized
into standardized
objects and packages
for evaluation

and reuse.

i

CONTINUOUS
ATTRIBUTION

Evidence remains
attributable to the
institution across
all stages and
environments.

Y
J

These core concepts together form the Institutional Identity Layer
within the broader Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.



A.3 TERMINOLOGY RELATIONSHIP

The terminology introduced in this publication follows a logical architectural sequence.

Institutional participation establishes an Entity.

The Entity is represented through a persistent Institutional Identity using EGC ID.

Institutional Activities generate structured Evidence Objects.

Evidence Objects become organized as Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs).

Throughout this process, Evidence Attribution preserves the continuous relationship between

institutional identity and generated evidence.

Collectively, these concepts establish the Institutional Identity Layer within the broader

Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

A.4 APPENDIX SUMMARY

The terminology presented throughout this appendix establishes the conceptual vocabulary

required for understanding the EGC ID architecture.

These terms should not be interpreted as independent technical specifications or regulatory

definitions.

Instead, they collectively describe how institutional identity, evidence attribution, and structured

evidence interact within the broader Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

Together they provide a consistent conceptual foundation supporting the remaining publications

within the EMJ.LIFE Research Publications series.

APPENDIX B: INSTITUTIONAL BOUNDARY STATEMENT

B.1 PURPOSE

This appendix defines the institutional boundary governing the Global Entity Credential Identifier

(EGC ID) architecture.

Its purpose is to clarify the architectural responsibilities of institutional identity while

distinguishing them from the independent responsibilities of reporting organizations, assurance



providers, regulators, financial institutions, legal authorities, researchers, and other governance

bodies.

The boundary presented in this appendix serves as a governance reference for interpreting the

role of institutional identity within the broader Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

B.2 ARCHITECTURAL RESPONSIBILITY

EGC ID establishes persistent institutional identity for evidence attribution.

Within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture, its responsibility is limited to preserving
continuous institutional identity throughout the lifecycle of institutional participation, evidence

generation, Evidence Objects, Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs), and interoperable evidence.

Accordingly, EGC ID supports:

e persistentinstitutional identity;
e continuous evidence attribution;
e identity continuity;

e framework-neutral identity;

e institutional relationship preservation.
Its architectural responsibility concludes once persistent institutional attribution has been

established.

Subsequent governance activities remain independent.

B.3 INSTITUTIONAL BOUNDARY

The architectural scope of EGC ID does not extend beyond institutional identity.

Accordingly, EGC ID does not:

e establish legal identity;

e determine regulatory status;
e evaluate reporting outcomes;
e perform assurance activities;
e determine compliance;

e establishinstitutional authority;



e perform financial evaluation;
e determine organizational performance;
e provide certification or accreditation;

e interpret evidence.

These responsibilities remain exclusively within the authority of the respective institutions

responsible for those governance functions.

B.4 INSTITUTIONAL INDEPENDENCE

Institutional identity remains independent of downstream governance.

Reporting frameworks remain responsible for reporting.

Assurance providers remain responsible for assurance.

Regulators remain responsible for regulatory oversight.

Financial institutions remain responsible for financial decisions.

Academic institutions remain responsible for research.

Legal authorities remain responsible for legal interpretation.

EGC ID neither replaces nor modifies these institutional responsibilities.

Instead, it preserves the persistent institutional identity through which evidence remains

continuously attributable across all subsequent institutional processes.

B.5 FRAMEWORK NEUTRALITY

The EGC ID architecture is intentionally designed to remain independent of any individual

governance framework.

Institutional identity exists before evidence interpretation begins.

Consequently, identical institutional identities may support evidence subsequently evaluated

under multiple reporting standards, assurance methodologies, regulatory systems, analytical

models, or governance environments.

Framework neutrality therefore preserves institutional interoperability without harmonizing

institutional authority.



INSTITUTIONAL BOUNDARY

EGC ID establishes persistent institutional attribution
but performs no downstream institutional evaluation.
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WITHIN THE BOUNDARY
EGC ID architectural responsibility

1. INSTITUTION
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or governed entity participating
in institutional activities.
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B.6 GOVERNANCE PRINCIPLE

Institutional identity establishes attribution.

Independent institutions establish interpretation.

This distinction represents one of the fundamental governance principles of the Evidence

Infrastructure Architecture.

Persistent identity enables evidence continuity.

Independent institutions determine governance outcomes.

The separation of these responsibilities preserves institutional sovereignty while supporting

interoperable evidence ecosystems.

B.7 APPENDIX SUMMARY

The institutional boundary defined throughout this appendix ensures that EGC ID remains a

persistent institutional identity architecture rather than a governance authority.

Its contribution is intentionally limited.

By restricting its responsibility to identity attribution while preserving the independence of
downstream institutions, EGC ID strengthens evidence continuity, interoperability, governance
consistency, and institutional trust without assuming authority over institutional decision-

making.

APPENDIX C: IDENTITY ARCHITECTURE OVERVIEW

C.1 PURPOSE

This appendix provides a consolidated architectural overview of the Global Entity Credential

Identifier (EGC ID) within the Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

Rather than introducing new concepts, this appendix summarizes how institutional identity
interacts with institutional activities, structured evidence, evidence attribution, and

interoperable governance while remaining independent of downstream institutional evaluation.

The overview presented here serves as a conceptual reference for understanding the

architectural role of EGC ID across the complete Evidence Infrastructure lifecycle.



C.2 IDENTITY AS A PERSISTENT ARCHITECTURAL LAYER

Institutional identity is established before operational evidence is generated.

Once established, identity remains persistent throughout institutional participation, evidence

generation, evidence transformation, interoperability, and long-term governance continuity.

Unlike individual evidence records, which may evolve through operational change, institutional

identity remains stable.

This architectural separation enables evidence to remain continuously attributable while

allowing evidence itself to evolve independently.

Accordingly, EGC ID functions as a persistent architectural layer rather than an operational

process.

C.3 IDENTITY ACROSS THE EVIDENCE INFRASTRUCTURE

Within the broader Evidence Infrastructure Architecture, institutional identity complements

every major architectural layer.

Operational activities generate evidence.

Evidence becomes structured as Evidence Objects.

Evidence Objects may subsequently become Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs), participate in

interoperability, and support independent institutional evaluation.

Throughout these transitions, institutional identity remains consistently associated with the

originating institution.

Identity therefore serves as the persistent reference connecting operational participation with

reusable institutional evidence.

C.4 ARCHITECTURAL POSITION

The architectural position of EGC ID can be summarized through four complementary

responsibilities:

PERSISTENT IDENTITY



Maintains a stable institutional identity independently of evidence evolution.

CONTINUOUS ATTRIBUTION

Preserves the relationship between institutions and evidence throughout the complete evidence

lifecycle.

GOVERNANCE CONTINUITY

Supports long-term institutional consistency across operational changes, reporting cycles, and

governance environments.

FRAMEWORK NEUTRALITY

Maintains identity independently of reporting standards, assurance methodologies, regulatory

systems, and institutional interpretation.

Together these responsibilities define the institutional role of EGC ID within the Evidence

Infrastructure Architecture.

C.5 RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PUBLICATION SERIES

EGC ID complements the methodological, architectural, operational, and conceptual

publications within the EMJ.LIFE Research Publications series.

Rather than replacing existing methodologies, EGC ID provides the persistent institutional
identity through which evidence generated by those methodologies remains continuously

attributable.

Identity therefore functions as an enabling architectural layer supporting evidence continuity,

interoperability, and reusable evidence ecosystems.

C.6 APPENDIX SUMMARY

The Identity Architecture Overview presented throughout this appendix summarizes the

institutional role of EGC ID within the broader Evidence Infrastructure Architecture.

Its contribution is intentionally focused.

EGC ID neither performs governance nor interprets evidence.



Instead, it establishes the persistent institutional identity through which evidence remains
attributable across operational activities, Evidence Objects, Anchored Evidence Units (AEUs),

and interoperable institutional environments.

Together with the preceding publications, EGC ID completes the institutional identity layer
supporting long-term evidence attribution within the EMJ.LIFE Evidence Infrastructure

Architecture.

APPENDIX D: PUBLICATION ARCHITECTURE RELATIONSHIP

D.1 PURPOSE

This appendix summarizes the relationship between the Global Entity Credential Identifier (EGC

ID) and the broader EMJ.LIFE Research Publications.

Rather than introducing additional architectural concepts, this appendix illustrates how the EGC
ID architecture complements previously established methodologies, architectural frameworks,

working papers, and institutional publications.

Together, these publications form an integrated Evidence Infrastructure Architecture while

maintaining clear institutional responsibilities and publication boundaries.

D.2 PUBLICATION ARCHITECTURE

The EMJ.LIFE Research Publications are organized as a modular publication architecture.

Each publication addresses a distinct institutional responsibility.

No publication replaces another.

Instead, every publication contributes an independent architectural layer supporting reusable

evidence ecosystems.

The publication architecture is organized as follows:

METHODOLOGY WORKING PAPERS (MWP)

Establish methodologies governing evidence generation, governance representation, and

institutional interoperability.

e MWPO1: PADV Methodology



e  MWPO02: NTCC Methodology

ARCHITECTURE WORKING PAPERS (AWP)

Define the structural governance architecture supporting Evidence Infrastructure.

e AWPO1: InstiTech
e AWPO02: Institutional Credibility Tier Framework (ICTF)
e AWPO03: V-LAYER

e  AWPO04: Structured Trust and Responsibility Chain (STRC)

WORKING PAPERS (WP)

Describe operational evidence mechanisms supporting structured evidence.

e WPO01: Behavioral Evidence Accumulation (BEA)

e WPO02: Institutional Binding and Continuous Verification Architecture (IB-CVA)

e WPO03: Evidence Anchoring & Institutional SDK Specification (EAISS)

INSTITUTIONAL PAPERS (IP)

Explain the conceptual significance of Evidence Infrastructure.

e |PO1: Governance Evidence Evolution Architecture (GEEA)

e |P02: Modular Mapping Engine (MME)

e |P03: Governance Evidence Infrastructure Layer (GEEIL)

GENERAL PAPERS (GP)

Define platform governance and foundational architectural principles.

e GPOO: FIREWALL
e GPO01: Global Entity Credential Identifier (EGC ID)
e GP02: EMJ.NEXUS Operational Principles

e GPO03: EMJ.NEXUS Guidelines

D.3 POSITION OF EGC ID

Within this publication architecture, EGC ID establishes the Institutional Identity Layer.

Its responsibility is intentionally focused.



EGC ID preserves persistent institutional identity and continuous evidence attribution while
remaining independent of evidence generation, evidence continuity, interoperability, evidence

anchoring, reporting, assurance, regulatory interpretation, and institutional evaluation.

Accordingly, EGC ID complements every preceding publication without replacing their

respective architectural responsibilities.

D.4 ARCHITECTURAL CONTINUITY

Evidence Infrastructure is intentionally organized as a layered architecture.

Methodologies establish how evidence is generated.

Architectures define how evidence is governed.

Working Papers describe how evidence is structured.

Institutional Papers explain why the architecture matters.

General Papers establish the governance principles supporting the platform itself.

This layered publication structure enables the architecture to evolve modularly while preserving

conceptual consistency across the complete publication series.

D.5 APPENDIX SUMMARY

The publication architecture presented throughout this appendixillustrates that EGC ID should

not be interpreted as an isolated identity specification.

Instead, it functions as one architectural layer within a broader Evidence Infrastructure

Architecture.

Together with the other publications in the EMJ.LIFE Research Publications series, EGC ID
contributes the persistent institutional identity foundation supporting evidence attribution,

interoperability, governance continuity, and reusable evidence ecosystems.

APPENDIX E: REFERENCES

E.1 PURPOSE



The references listed in this appendix provide the conceptual, methodological, and institutional

context supporting the development of the Global Entity Credential Identifier (EGC ID).

Rather than serving as implementation specifications or normative requirements, these
references acknowledge the broader body of work that has informed the architectural principles

presented throughout this publication.

Where appropriate, the references include international standards, governance frameworks,
academic publications, technical specifications, and previously published EMJ.LIFE Research

Publications.

E.2 EMJ.LIFE RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS

METHODOLOGY WORKING PAPERS (MWP)

Yu, A.

PADV: Participation Activity Data Verification Methodology.
EMJ.LIFE Research Publications.

Methodology Working Paper Series.

Yu, A.

NTCC: Non-Tradable Commitment Credit Methodology.
EMJ.LIFE Research Publications.

Methodology Working Paper Series.

ARCHITECTURE WORKING PAPERS (AWP)

Yu, A.

InstiTech: Supply Chain Evidence Infrastructure.
Architecture Working Paper Series.

Yu, A.

Institutional Credibility Tier Framework (ICTF).
Architecture Working Paper Series.

Yu, A.

Verification Layer (V-LAYER).

Architecture Working Paper Series.



Yu, A.
Structured Trust and Responsibility Chain (STRC).

Architecture Working Paper Series.

WORKING PAPERS (WP)

Yu, A.

Behavioral Evidence Accumulation (BEA).

Working Paper Series.

Yu, A.

Institutional Binding and Continuous Verification Architecture (IB-CVA).
Working Paper Series.

Yu, A.

Evidence Anchoring & Institutional SDK Specification (EAISS).

Working Paper Series.

INSTITUTIONAL PAPERS (IP)

Yu, A.

Governance Evidence Evolution Architecture (GEEA).
Institutional Paper Series.

Yu, A.

Modular Mapping Engine (MME).

Institutional Paper Series.

Yu, A.

Governance Evidence Infrastructure Layer (GEEIL).

Institutional Paper Series.

E.3 INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND FRAMEWORKS

International Sustainability Standards Board (ISSB).
IFRS Sustainability Disclosure Standards.

Global Reporting Initiative (GRI).

GRI Universal Standards.

Taskforce on Nature-related Financial Disclosures (TNFD).



TNFD Recommendations.

European Financial Reporting Advisory Group (EFRAG).
European Sustainability Reporting Standards (ESRS).
International Organization for Standardization (ISO).

Selected publications related to governance, quality management, information management,

and digital trust.

Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission (COSO).
Internal Control and Enterprise Risk Management frameworks.

World Wide Web Consortium (W3C).

Selected publications related to identifiers, web architecture, and semantic interoperability.

E.4 CONCEPTUAL FOUNDATIONS

The conceptual development of EGC ID has been informed by interdisciplinary research and

institutional discussions relating to:

e institutional identity;

e evidence attribution;

e governance architecture;

e evidence continuity;

e interoperability;

e digital trust;

e structured evidence;

e identity governance;

e sustainability reporting;

e machine-readable information architectures.
These conceptual influences contributed to the development of the architectural principles

presented in this publication while remaining independent of any individual governance

framework or implementation methodology.

E.5 CLOSING STATEMENT

The references presented throughout this appendix reflect the broader institutional and
methodological context supporting the development of the Global Entity Credential Identifier

(EGC ID).



The EGC ID architecture remains an independent contribution within the Evidence Infrastructure

Architecture.

Accordingly, inclusion of any publication, framework, institution, or standard within these
references should not be interpreted as endorsement, partnership, certification, interoperability,

implementation, or formal affiliation unless explicitly stated elsewhere by the respective

organizations.



