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POLL: OTTAWA RESIDENTS WANT PROGRESS ON LEBRETON FLATS
REDEVELOPMENT.

Most residents, including 8% of Sens fans, support the NHL stepping in to get the project
moving forward.

By David Coletto

The Capital Build Taskforce, a stdmmittee of the Ottawa Board of Trade focused on
supporting key economic development in the National Capital Regiommnissioned local

polling firm Abacus Data to conduct a survey of Ottawa residents. The survey of 600 residents
asked their views and perceptions on the LeBreton Flats Redevelopment project.

Here are the key findings:

ALMOST SEVEN IN TEN OTTAWA RES®THINK THE REDEVELOPMENT OF LEBRETON
FLATS WILL BE A GOOD OR GREAT THING FOR THE CITY.

Support for redeveloping LeBreton Flats was consistent across Ottawa but those living in
South, Central and East Ottawa and Orleans were particularly excited gigopotential of
the project as were residents aged 60 and over.
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SUPPORT FOR LEBRETON REDEVELOPMENT IS STRONG

Redevelopment

of LeBreton 77% 1 50/0

Flats

A good/great thing ' Won't make much of a difference i Do not know enough about it

186% 60+

1'84% SOUTH OTTAWA

| 809% CENTRAL OTTAWA

| 799% EAST OTTAWA/ORLEANS

ABACUS [3).\V.\

There are a lot of things happening in Ottawa right now For each of the following, do you think it will be a great thing for
Ottawa, a good thing for the city, won’t make much difference to the city, or do you not know enough about it?
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PROJECT IN PUBLIC AND THINK THE PROJECT MAY BE DELAYED.

The remainder of the survey explored public attitudes and awareness of the LeBiatsn
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Four in ten Ottawa residents have been following news about the development at LeBreton
Flats closely. Odtwa Senators fans were twice as likely to be following news of the story
closely than noffans (50% vs. 25%).
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4 IN 10 ARE FOLLOWING THE NEWS ABOUT
LEBRETON FLATS CLOSELY

| OTTAWA SENATORS FANS
| ARE TWICE AS LIKELY TO

SENS FANS 50%

NOT A
()
SENS FAN 25%
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40%

Very closely/closely Not that closely Not at all

ABACUS [3L.\V.\

How closely have you been following news about the development at LeBreton Flats? — "w—

Despite the interest, almost half of Ottawa residents feel that there has not been enough
public information about the project. 49% sayetie has not been enough information,
compared with 45% who feel there has been enough information and 6% who say there has
been more than enough.

This feeling is consistent in all regions of the city and exists even among those who have been
following the issue closely.
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HALF OF OTTAWA RESIDENTS FEEL THERE IS NOT ENOUGH
INFORMATION ABOUT THE LEBRETON PROJECT

West Ottawa/Kanata
Central Ottawa
East Ottawa/Orleans

South

Following
O,
very closely 42%

Not enough information

Not enough information
m Enough information

More than enough

: o : - 2 ABACUS o1\ 7:N
When it comes to public information about the project and its ﬁrogress, do you feel there has been more than enough n m
information made available, enough information, or not enough information?
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behind schedule. 42% feel this way while 22% feel the project is ruahiegd or on schedule.
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behind schedule.
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4 IN 10 THINK THE LEBRETON REDEVELOPMENT
IS BEHIND SCHEDULE

229% 42% 36%

AHEAD/ ON SCHEDULE BEHIND SCHEDULE NOT SURE

I—l————\

AMONG THOSE FOLLOWING
CLOSELY...

-

£ . | 44% OF SENS FANS SAY THE PROJECT
36% 50% 14% | IS RUNNING BEHIND SCHEDULE.

ABACUS |2V
Based on what you know and have heard, do you think the project is running on schedule, ahead of schedule, or behind 0 T
schedule?

When told that the events centre included in the redevelopment of LeBreton Flats is slated to

open by Fall 2023, most residents have doubts that it will be done on time. 43% feel the event
centreYA IK{G 2NJ YAIK(O y20a 2 LISyunlikaly ofcertifitomon Ho GKATE S
happen by that time.

There is even some concern that the project may not be completed at all: 15% of Ottawa

residents feel that the project is certain not to or unlikely to be completed while 38% are

confident that the project will eventually be completed. Thdskowing theproject closely are
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MOST DOUBT OR ARE UNSURE LEBRETON
FLATS WILL BE DONE ON TIME

COMPLETED BY 2023?
30% 28%

Certain/Likely to happen Might or might not happen Unlikely/Certain not to be completed

COMPLETED AT ALL?

38% 15%

23% THOSE FOLLOWING M
CLOSELY

The plan is for the events centre at LeBreton Flat to be operational by Fall 2023 Based on what you know and have heard, how pr— 20—
likely is it that this will happen by then?/How likely is it that the project will NOT BE COMPLETED AT ALL? Do you think it is

ABACUS [[37.\1.N

IF SENATORS OWNER EUGENE MELNYK DRAGS HIS FEET, RESIDENTS WANT THE COMMUN
TO RALLY TO MOVE THE PROJECT FORWARD.

When told that somegeople in Ottawa feel that Senators owner Eugene Melnyk is delaying
progress on the project because he feels the development is risky because of another project
nearby and is concerned about ticket sales, most respondents to the survey agree that the
bushess community should rally together and do whatever is necessary to get the project
moving ahead on time.

Ottawa Senators fans were more likely to feel this way.
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IF MELNYK DRAGS HIS FEET, MOST WANT THE COMMUNITY TO
STEP UP AND MOVE THE PROJECT FORWARD

84%
'IF EUGENE MELNYK OTTAWA SENATORS FANS

DOESN'T STOP
DRAGGING HIS FEET ON

THE LEBRETON PROJECT,

THE BUSINESS

COMMUNITY IN OTAWA

SHOULD RALLY 79%

TOGETHER AND DO

WHATEVER NECESSARY

TO GET THE PROJECT o
MOVING ON TIME’ 21%

Strongly agree/agree Strongly disagree/disagree

ABACUS [NV

Given this, do you agree or disagree with the following statements? If Eugene Melnyk doesn’t stop dragging his feet on the
LeBreton project, the business community in Ottawa should rally together and do whatever is necessary to get the project —
moving ahead on time.
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is more intensely felt among those following the project closely (86%), among Ottawa Senators

fans (88%), and those who think the project will be a greajamnd thing for the city (85%).
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MOST THINK LEBRETON PROJECT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT THEY
WANT COMMUNITY LEADERS AND RESIDENTS TO GET INVOLVED

‘THE LEBRETON FLATS

PROJECT IS SO IMPORTANT

FOR OTTAWA'S FUTURE THAT

COMMUNITY LEADERS AND 790/0

RESIDENTS NEED TO STAND 21 O/O
UP PUBLICLY.’

Strongly agree/agree Strongly disagree/disagree

889 OTTAWA SENATORS FANS
86% FOLLOWING PROJECT CLOSELY
85% PROJECT IS A GOOD/GREAT THING FOR THE CITY

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

R 9 3 ABACUS YT
The LeBreton Flats project is soimportant for Ottawa's future that community leaders and residents need to stand up and voice —_
concerns publicly.

MOST RESIDENTS WOULD EVEN SUPPORT THE NHL STEPPING IN TO GET THE PROJECT DO

60% of residents and 67% of Ottawa Sens fans would support NHL Commissioner Gary
Bettman and the NHL getting involved to ensure thej@comoves ahead on time.
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MOST OTTAWA RESIDENTS WOULD SUPPORT THE NHL
STEPPING IN TO HELP MOVE THE LEBRETON FLATS
PROJECT FORWARD.

60%
19%

Strongly support/support Strongly oppose/oppose Don't care either way

ABACUS [[37.\V:\

If Eugene Melnyk continues to be a hurdle in moving the project forward, would you support or oppose NHL Commissioner Gary
Bettman and.the NHL getting involved to ensure the project moves ahead on time?

THE OTTAWA SENATORS HAVE MUCH TO GAIN BY MOVING THE TEAM TO
LEBRETON FLATS. MOST OTTAWA RESIDENTS ARE OTTAWA SENATORS FANS
ANDE1 9 [9.w9¢hb C[!¢{ twhw9o/¢ L{ Y9, ¢h ¢19 Cw

Most Ottawa residents identify as Sens fans and the distribution of them across the city
confirms why a downtown event centre at LeBreton Flats is important té&eators
organizat?2 y Q a-tefmzigbity.

A 65% of those who think the redevelopment of LeBreton Flats will be a great or good
thing for Ottawa are Sens fans.

A East Ottawa and Orleans residents are more likely to be Sens fans than residents in any
other part of the city. 7% of East Ottawa/Orleans residents say they are Sens fans
compared with 61% in the West/Kanata, 62% in the South end of the city, and 54% in
central Ottawa.
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THE UPSHOT

The LeBreton Flats redevelopment is a project that most feel will mean goagktfonthe city,

but many residents, including those most excited about the project, taess feel there
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schedule and about a quarter of residents believe the poyell likely miss its 2023 target

completion date.

LiQa y2 &dz2NLINRA&AS GKSyYy (KFG Y2ad IppE®dS GKIGO (K
moving, especially Sens fans. Most would even support the NHL stepping in to make sure the
project moves forwad ¢ including almost 7 in 10 of Sens fans in the city.

The survey also confirms the importance of the project to the Ottawa Senators franchise.
Moving the home of the Ottawa Senators to central Ottawa will bring the team closer to more
fans¢ east Ottawa and Orleans residents are the most likely to be Sesg tard make it

easier for hockey fans in Gatineau to experience the game.
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will have on the city, and want the community to rally to get the project completed and bring
hockey to the centre of the city, even if it means pushing Mr. Melnyk to act.
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