DARE TO DANCE CANBERRA – CHILD SAFE POLICY

1. Purpose and Commitment
Dare to Dance Canberra (D2D) is committed to ensuring a safe and supportive environment for all children participating in our dance programs. We believe that every child has the right to be safe, valued, and respected. This policy outlines our commitment to child protection and the procedures we have in place to safeguard the well-being of our students. We won’t tolerate comparison and bullying among parents of students, as we believe in fostering a supportive and inclusive environment for all.

2. Scope
This policy applies to all staff, teachers, volunteers, parents, and students involved in programs at D2D.

3. Code of Conduct
- All staff and volunteers must treat children with respect and dignity.
- Inappropriate language, behaviour, or physical contact with children is strictly prohibited.
- Staff and volunteers must maintain professional boundaries with students.

4. Recruitment and Background Checks
- All staff and volunteers working with children must undergo background checks to screen for any criminal history or prior allegations of abuse.
- References will be checked prior to hiring.

5. Reporting Procedures
- Any suspected abuse or inappropriate behaviour must be reported immediately to the studio owner.
- A confidential reporting system is in place for staff, students, and parents to report concerns.
- All reports will be taken seriously, investigated promptly, and acted upon as necessary.

6. Supervision Policies
- An appropriate adult-to-child ratio will be maintained during classes and events.
- Children will not be left unsupervised at any time.
- Staff members will supervise students during arrival and departure times.

7. Training and Education
- All staff and volunteers will receive training on child protection, recognizing signs of abuse, and understanding the reporting process.
- Regular refresher training will be provided to ensure ongoing awareness and compliance.

8. Emergency Procedures
- Emergency contact information for all students will be collected and kept on file.
- Staff will be trained in first aid and emergency response protocols.
- A clear plan will be established for handling medical emergencies and accidents.

9. Photography and Media
- Parents must provide written consent for any photographs or videos taken of their children during classes or performances.
- The studio will ensure that any images used for promotional purposes respect the privacy and dignity of the children.


10. Policy Review
- This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure its effectiveness and relevance.
- Feedback from staff, parents, and students will be considered during the review process.
​

Dare to Dance Canberra is dedicated to creating a safe and nurturing environment for all children involved in our dance studio. We appreciate the cooperation of everyone in ensuring the safety and well-being of our students. 
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