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Subject	verb	complement	worksheets

by	Craig	Shrives	An	object	complement	is	a	noun,	a	pronoun,	or	an	adjective	that	follows	a	direct	object	to	rename	it	or	state	what	it	has	become.	For	example:	I	can	make	John	available.	(In	this	example,	the	direct	object	is	"John."	The	object	complement	is	"available.")	Table	of	Contents	Examples	of	Object	Complements	Verbs	That	Attract	Object
Complements	Other	Types	of	Complement	Why	Object	Complements	Are	Important	Printable	Test	Here	are	some	more	examples	of	object	complements:	I	found	the	guard	sleeping.	We	all	consider	her	unworthy.	I	declare	this	centre	open.	We	consider	fish	spoiled	once	it	smells	like	what	it	is.	To	obtain	a	man's	opinion	of	you,	make	him	mad.
(Physician	and	poet	Oliver	Wendell	Holmes)	An	object	complement	is	not	always	one	word.	It	could	be	a	phrase.	For	example:	I	found	the	guard	sleeping	in	the	barn.	We	all	consider	her	unworthy	of	the	position.	Verbs	of	making	(e.g.,	"to	make,"	"to	create")	or	naming	(e.g.,	"to	name,"	"to	call,"	"to	elect")	often	attract	an	object	complement.	In	the
examples	below,	the	object	complements	are	shaded	and	the	direct	objects	are	in	bold.	To	make	her	happy	To	name	her	Heidi	However,	lots	of	verbs	can	take	an	object	complement.	

For	example:	To	consider	someone	stupid	To	paint	something	purple	To	catch	somebody	stealing	If	you're	learning	about	object	complements,	it	is	worth	comparing	them	to	subject	complements.	A	subject	complement	is	a	word	or	phrase	that	follows	a	linking	verb	and	identifies	or	describes	the	subject.	For	example	(subject	complements	in	bold):
John	is	the	captain.	Myra	looks	angry.	(In	these	examples,	"the	captain"	and	"angry"	are	the	subject	complements.	They	follow	linking	verbs	("is"	and	"looks")	to	tell	us	about	the	subjects	("John"	and	"Myra".)	Now	compare	the	subject	complements	above	with	the	object	complements	in	the	similar-looking	examples	below.	(In	these	examples,	the
objects	are	in	bold	and	the	object	complements	are	shaded.)	We	named	John	the	captain.	We	made	Myra	angry.	(The	verbs	are	"named"	and	"made."	The	object	complements	tell	us	about	the	objects	of	the	verbs	("John"	and	"Myra").)	Read	more	about	subject	complements.	Read	more	about	complements	in	general.	Native	English	speakers	have	few
problems	when	using	a	construction	like	"to	make	them	happy"	or	"to	consider	the	job	finished."	Such	constructions	do	not	cause	too	many	difficulties	for	English	learners	either.	However,	if	you're	learning	a	foreign	language	(like	Russian)	that	puts	its	complements	in	a	different	case	(the	instrumental	case	in	the	case	of	Russian),	then	you	should	pay
more	attention	to	spotting	complements.	For	native	English	speakers,	the	biggest	writing	issue	related	to	complements	occurs	more	commonly	with	subject	complements,	but,	it	can	also	occur	with	object	complements	too.	A	complement	is	an	adjective,	noun,	or	pronoun.	It's	never	an	adverb.	Look	at	this	example:	The	garlic	has	made	the	soup
awfully.	(An	object	complement	cannot	be	an	adverb.)	The	garlic	has	made	the	soup	awful.	(Here,	the	object	complement	is	an	adjective.)	This	is	a	rare	mistake	with	object	complements.	It	is	far	more	common	with	subject	complements.	For	example:	The	soup	tastes	awfully.	(A	subject	complement	cannot	be	an	adverb.)	The	soup	tastes	awful.	

(Here,	the	subject	complement	is	an	adjective.)	Ironically,	this	mistake	occurs	most	commonly	with	people	who	consciously	think	about	whether	they	should	be	using	adjectives	or	adverbs.	Your	complement	can't	be	an	adverb.	She	looks	amazingly.	She	looks	amazing.	Help	Us	Improve	Grammar	Monster	Do	you	disagree	with	something	on	this	page?
Did	you	spot	a	typo?	Find	Us	Quicker!	When	using	a	search	engine	(e.g.,	Google,	Bing),	you	will	find	Grammar	Monster	quicker	if	you	add	#gm	to	your	search	term.	

Next	lesson	>	Download	Grammarly's	free	browser	extension.	
It	helps	with:	Avoiding	spelling	errors	Correcting	grammar	errors	Finding	better	words	The	extension	works	with	webmail,	social	media,	texting	apps,	online	forms,	and	Microsoft	Office	apps	(e.g.,	Word,	Teams).	visit	Grammarly's	download	page	Buy	the	Grammar	Monster	book.	Suitable	for:	Teachers,	advanced	students,	and	business	writers.
Description:	Published	by	London's	Octopus	Publishing,	"Smashing	Grammar"	is	the	third,	and	most	comprehensive,	grammar	reference	book	written	by	Craig	Shrives	(the	founder	of	the	Grammar-Monster.com).	It	is	divided	into	three	sections:	A-Z	Grammar	Glossary	(This	section	explains	grammar	terminology,	from	the	basics	to	advanced	terms.	It
is	especially	useful	because	every	entry	concludes	with	a	valuable	and	succinct	explanation	of	why	the	grammar	term	matters	for	a	writer.)	A-Z	of	Punctuation	(Packed	with	entertaining	examples,	this	section	provides	definitive,	well-explained	rules	for	using	all	the	principal	punctuation	marks.	Punctuation	should	not	be	guesswork.	There	are	rules.)
A-Z	of	Easily	Confused	Words	(This	section	covers	all	the	homonyms	and	near	homonyms	that	plague	writers	and	offers	tips	on	how	to	remember	which	to	use.)	more...	Buy	from	Amazon	Next	lesson	>	In	grammar,	a	complement	is	a	word	or	word	group	that	completes	the	predicate	in	a	sentence.	Subject	complements	follow	a	linking	verb	and	provide
additional	information	about	the	subject	of	the	sentence.	The	subject	complement	is	normally	a	noun	or	an	adjective	that	defines	or	renames	the	subject	in	some	way.	Object	complements	follow	and	modify	a	direct	object	and	provide	additional	information	about	it.	An	object	complement	can	be	a	noun	or	adjective	or	any	word	acting	as	a	noun	or
adjective.	Subject	complements	and	object	complements	fill	out	and	complete	our	sentences.	Object	complements	provide	more	detail	about	the	object	of	a	sentence,	while	subject	complements	provide	information	about	the	subject	to	a	sentence.	Learn	to	identify	subject	complements	and	object	complements	in	sentences	by	completing	this	practice
exercise.	Identify	the	complement	in	each	of	the	following	sentences	and	note	whether	it	is	a	subject	complement	or	an	object	complement.	When	you	are	finished,	compare	your	responses	with	the	correct	answers.	Pablo	is	extremely	intelligent.I	find	him	intelligent.Shyla	eventually	became	my	best	friend.Our	neighbor's	dogs	are	very
dangerous.Ginger's	hair	dye	turned	the	water	pink.After	our	disagreement	on	the	first	day	of	school,	Jenny	became	my	friend	for	life.We	painted	the	ceiling	blue.You	are	making	me	sad.Paula	is	a	good	dancer.Dorothy	named	her	parakeet	Onan.Known	as	"the	father	of	the	Texas	blues,"	Blind	Lemon	Jefferson	was	a	popular	entertainer	in	the	1920s.The
gift	Karen	gave	her	brother	was	a	hamster.Buck	grew	up	in	Oklahoma	and	became	an	expert	horse	rider	before	reaching	his	18th	birthday.	I	once	considered	Nancy	my	fiercest	enemy.After	reviewing	the	details	of	the	case,	the	court	pronounced	the	boy	not	guilty.By	the	second	month	of	the	drought,	the	river	had	run	dry.	The	complement	in	each
sentence	is	bolded	and	the	type	of	complement	(subject	or	object)	is	noted	in	parenthesis.	Pablo	is	extremely	intelligent.	(subject	complement)I	find	him	intelligent.	(object	complement)Shyla	eventually	became	my	best	friend.	(subject	complement)Our	neighbor's	dogs	are	very	dangerous.	(subject	complement)Ginger's	hair	dye	turned	the	water	pink.
(object	complement)After	our	disagreement	on	the	first	day	of	school,	Jenny	became	my	friend	for	life.	(subject	complement)We	painted	the	ceiling	blue.	
(object	complement)You	are	making	me	sad.	(object	complement)Paula	is	a	good	dancer.	(subject	complement)Dorothy	named	her	parakeet	Onan.	(object	complement)Known	as	"the	father	of	the	Texas	blues,"	Blind	Lemon	Jefferson	was	a	popular	entertainer	in	the	1920s.	(subject	complement)The	gift	Karen	gave	her	brother	was	a	hamster.	(subject
complement)Buck	grew	up	in	Oklahoma	and	became	an	expert	horse	rider	before	reaching	his	18th	birthday.	(subject	complement)I	once	considered	Nancy	my	fiercest	enemy.	(object	complement)After	reviewing	the	details	of	the	case,	the	court	pronounced	the	boy	not	guilty.	(object	complement)By	the	second	month	of	the	drought,	the	river	had
run	dry.	(subject	complement)​


