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1. THE BAJA ARSENAL: RODS & REELS 

In the Sea of Cortez, versatility is your greatest asset. To cover every scenario; 
from sight-casting on the flats to deep-water battles, we recommend a three-rod 
strategy: 

 The Workhorse (10wt): This is your primary Roosterfish tool. It must 

have the backbone to punch large flies into the wind and the lifting power 
to stop explosive runs. A high-quality 10wt can successfully manage 
Roosters up to 70 lbs. 

 The Precision Tool (9wt): Ideal for Dorado or smaller Roosters when 

conditions are calm. This lighter setup allows for the lightning-fast 
presentations required when a fish suddenly appears near the panga. 

 The Heavyweight (11wt – 12wt): Reserved for the "monsters" of the 
blue water (Tuna, Billfish, or large Snapper). You will need a reel with an 

impeccable drag system and significant backing capacity. 

Reels & Backing: Do not compromise on your reel; the salt and the speed of 
Baja’s predators are unforgiving. Your backing should be at least 50lb or 60lb 
gel spun. Fill the reel to its maximum capacity, leaving just enough room for the 
fly line. Avoid Dacron; in the desert heat and salt, we require maximum 

durability. 

2. LINES & LEADERS: THE TECHNICAL EDGE 

The connection between you and the fish is where most battles are won or lost. 

 Fly Lines: For Roosters, the most effective lines are Tropical Shorts with 

clear intermediate tips (F/H/I). For Dorado, a standard tropical floating 
line is perfect. If you are targeting deep-dwelling species, bring sink tips 
of 500 grains or heavier. 

 The Leader Philosophy: At Fly & Wind, we prioritize safety and 

sportsmanship. We use leaders designed to break before your fly line 
does. 

o Standard Configuration: A 9-foot leader consisting of a 40lb butt 
section knotted to a 30lb fluorocarbon tippet. 

o Bite Tippet: For toothy species or large Dorado, add an 18” to 24” 

"shock" section of 40lb to 60lb fluorocarbon at the end. 

Fly Selection: If you prefer not to pack your own, our Fly & Wind Curated 

Selection ($100 USD) includes the exact patterns currently working for the 
season. If bringing your own, ensure you have Clousers, Crease flies, and 

Baitfish patterns in sizes 2/0 to 4/0. 
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3. LOGISTICS & EQUIPMENT CARE 

We manage your investment with boutique hotel standards. 

 Secure Transport: when we need to move to Los Muertos, your rods 

will travel in rigid tubes within our specialized transport van.  
 The Rinse Ritual: Upon returning from the sea, all gear is rinsed in our 

dedicated freshwater tanks. Important: We only soak or gently rinse; 
high-pressure hoses can force salt deep into the reel’s internal 
mechanisms. 

 Maintenance: We highly recommend thoroughly lubricating your reels 

before leaving home. 

4. CLOTHING & PERSONAL COMFORT 

Fishing in Baja is a marathon, not a sprint. The sun and wind are constant 
factors. 

 Technical Layers: Long-sleeve UV-protection shirts and lightweight, 
quick-drying pants. A Buff is mandatory to protect your face from the 
intense water reflection. 

 Sight-Fishing Essentials: High-quality polarized sunglasses are your 

most vital tool after your rod. Without them, you are fishing blind. 
 On the Panga: Even on hot days, the morning run can be cold and 

spray-filled; bring a lightweight waterproof jacket. 
 Snacks & Hydration: Water is life in the desert. Beer is for the Happy 

Hour, not for the panga. Bring dried fruit, nuts, or turkey/venison 
jerky (avoid beef jerky to prevent issues with customs). 

5. THE RETURN JOURNEY: FLYING WITH FISH 

If you plan on taking a portion of your catch home: 

1. Bring a high-quality hard-shell cooler. 

2. Pack rolls of vacuum sealer bags. At the hotel, we provide the 
professional equipment needed to seal and freeze your fillets before your 

flight. 

KNOTS TO MASTER 

To maximize every minute on the water, we recommend arriving with a firm 

grasp of these essential knots: 

 Blood Knot (For joining leader sections). 
 Triple Surgeon (For quick tippet changes). 
 Perfection Loop (For the fly line connection). 
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 Slim Beauty (For joining shock tippets). 

Have technical questions? Our team is ready to assist you before your arrival. 
info@flyandwind.com.mx 
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