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“Honoring the fallen by helping the living” 

NEWSLETTER-VOL XV, Issue 4, Aug-Sep 2026 

VFW Post 2894 Celebrates 30
th

Anniversary 
Open House and Dinner 

        On 18 July, VFW Post 2894 celebrated our 30th Anniversary as a Post and 
four years in our Post home on south Battlefield boulevard. Highlights of the 
day included an Open House and ribbon cutting from 11:00 to 1:00 and an 
Anniversary Dinner Saturday evening.  The Open House was well attended with 
visitors to include Debbie Ritter (Vice Mayor) Council Members, Former 
Mayor Alan Krasnoff, Chief of Police, Fire Chief, and Deputy Sheriff along 
with many contributors who provided materials for renovations over the last 
three years and Bataan Death March Sponsors. The anniversary dinner was a 
tremendous success thanks to Becky Waters decorations, Mark Rios setting up 
the catering, the Auxiliary providing deserts not to mention the members who 
cleaned and stowed away Post property in preparation for the big event. 

       Chesapeake Fire Chief Sam Gulisano assisted Commander John Peterson, 
Past Commanders Bob Gregory and Carl Dozier during the 30th Anniversary 
ribbon cuƫng ceremony with Post Members, Auxiliary, and visitors. 
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COMMANDER’S CORNER  

What a great start to our VFW fiscal year 
with our 30th Anniversary Open House and 
Anniversary Dinner!  It would be quite a 
laundry list of everyone who pitched in to 
clean, power wash, stow away gear and 
polish the Post headquarters for the open 
house. Saying that, special recognition goes 
to Becky Waters for her amazing decorating 
and the 30th Anniversary cake.  Had I been in 
charge of decorations we would have been 
lucky to have tablecloths! The Open House 

prior to dinner could not have gone better!  We had the Vice Mayor 
of Chesapeake, former Mayor, City Council members, Fire Chief, 
Police Chief, and Deputy Sherrif plus several sponsors of the 
Bataan Death March. Many of these folks knew the condition of our 
building when we moved in and appreciated how it looks today.   
There are lots of great photos included in this edition of the 
newsletter. 

It is no surprise that we officially received our All-American 
Certificate and streamer from the VFW National Headquarters this 
week. In addition to 101% membership from our finishing count 
of 290, for 26-27 year 80% of our annual members must renew or 
convert to Life Members. There is no doubt in my mind we will 
meet the challenge.  

As we start the new year we have received the blessing of the 
Department of Virginia VFW and the Chesapeake Public Schools to 
Establish the VFW Post 2894 Jonathan K. Dozier Scholarship to a 
promising Chesapeake Senior who will be attending a military 
university such as Virginia Military Academy, Virginia Tech, or out 
of state to include Texas A&M, Norwich (Chris Mulholland’s Alma 
Mater)     

Lastly, keeping in our service to veterans mission, we have made 
movement towards a Visitation Committee.  We had a very good 
sign up of volunteers at our 12 August meeting.   

 John Peterson,   
Commander, Post 2894 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S CORNER  

Greetings from the Auxiliary. The hot 
lazy days of summer are here. Time for 
swimming, back yard BBQ or hot dogs at 
the ballpark. It’s hard to believe, but it’s 
football season already. At the 
Department Conference in June we were 
recognized as an Outstanding Auxiliary, 
thank you to everyone for all the work that 
made this happen. 

August is when we meet our new line 
officers at all levels of the Auxiliary: National, Department, 
District, and Local. They bring new ideas on how we can help our 
Vets and their families. We have nine programs that identify how 
we help our vets: Americanism, Buddy Poppy, Historian, Hospital, 
Legislative, National Home, Scholarships, Veterans and Family 
Support, and Youth. Our members contribute to these programs 
individually and as a group. It’s very rewarding when you see a 
veterans smile when they read a card, or a child’s face light up 
from helping correctly fold Old Glory. Simple acts of kindness 
cost nothing but are priceless in emotional rewards. 

If you aren’t registered to vote, now is the time to do that. 
Learn where your local voting location is, and when election day 
rolls around, VOTE. In all elections—local, state, and national. 
Local elections choose your city government (decide your local 
taxes, laws, and issue building permits), the school board (what do 
they teach our children), make laws, etc. Local elections control a 
lot of things about our daily lives. Voting is how you let your voice 
be heard. 
 
Days to remember: 

Sept 11th Patriot Day 
Sept 14th VFW Auxiliary Anniversary 
Sept 17th Constitution Day 
Sept 20th POW/MIA Recognition Day 
Sept 29th Gold Star Mother/Father’s Day 
Enjoy the last days of summer and school vacations. 

September is only a few weeks away. 
Sharon Peterson 
President, Post 2894 Auxiliary 
 

 
Post Commander John Peterson and Becky Waters 

“Parades” the 30th Anniversary Birthday Cake. 
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 SAFETY CORNER    
AUGUST IS PREVENTATIVE HEALTH 

MONTH  

For August, Preventative Health is 
something we often delay if we are 
feeling well.. 
 
 
 

 Schedule a checkup with your physician if it has 
been more than 6 months, especially for Senior 
citizens.   

 Annual Eye/vision screening 
 Continue to wear sunblock and insect repellant 
 Ensure vaccinations are up to date 
 Inspect your home for trip/falls hazards 
 Maintain a healthy diet 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are looking to get involved and help the Post improve its 
work for and with veterans, think about joining one of the recently 
established committees. Contact one of the members of the 
committees you are interested in and let them know you would like 
to help:  
• Bataan Death March Committee: Chuck Wolff, Ted Roberts, 

John Peterson, Matt Schweers, Grace Schweers, Ann Jones, 
Becky Waters, Brad Waters, Matt Hostetlar, Diane Hostetlar, Jose 
Vazquez, and Bob Gregory  

• Budget Committee: John Peterson, Bob Gregory, Susan Vitale, 
Mark Rios, Brad Waters, Mike Kust, Keith Neilson, and Dan 
Eaker  

• By-Laws Committee: John Peterson, Matt Hostetlar, Frank 
Sgromolo and  Jose Vazquez  

• Community Service Committee:  Jim Ireland, Susan Vitale, 
John Guill, David Weber, Frank Sgromolo, Kimball Thompson, 
Ron Mayfield, and John Peterson  

• Awards/Scholarship Committee: Dan Eaker, Mark Rios, Mike 
Kust, David Weber, Joe Hammers, Kimball Thompson, and 
Chuck Wolff  

• Membership/Recruiting Committee: John Peterson, Susan 
Vitale, and Jake Peters 

• Visiting Committee: Chaplain Joe McGourn and Jim Ireland  
• Health/Safety Committee: Surgeon David Weber, Frank 

Sgromolo  
• Activities Committee: Dan Eaker, Susan Vitale  
 
 
 

 

 POST COMMITTEES – YOU CAN HELP!   

Visting Committee 

Post Members who stopped by for lunch and visitaƟon with veteran residents of Chesapeake Place Assisted Living.  
Roger Porter, Commander John Peterson, Joe Cardaluci (member and resident) Jim Ireland, and Jake Peters 
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QUARTERMASTER DESK 

The Quartermaster is now maintaining a large 
inventory of Post 2894 Polo Shirts!  No more waiting 2-

3 months! 
 See the QM!  $40  

 
 Post 2894 Annual Dues are $35 IF you go through our Post – if you go through National make 

sure you indicate Post 2894!  Annual dues can be paid via mail (see our new address on the front of 
the newsletter) or to the Quartermaster at one of our meetings. 

 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP 

You can become a VFW Life Member by paying a one-time fee as listed in the table below or making an initial 
$35 payment and then paying the remainder over an 11-month installment plan. You will be issued an annual 
membership card and can elect, upon receipt of the first monthly invoice, to pay via check, credit card, or ACH Debit. 
The applicable Life Membership fee is determined from the schedule using the applicant’s age on Dec. 31 of the 
installment plan year in which the application is submitted, regardless of actual date of birth. A permanent Life 
Membership card will be issued upon completion of this agreement.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 2026 September 2026 
15 – District MeeƟng – Franklin Post 
4411, 0900 
29  Department School of InstrucƟon 
– Mechanicsville, (Alternate for 12 
September) Cdr and QM will be in 
aƩendance. 
 

7 – Labor Day Holiday 
8 – Post Leadership Staff MeeƟng 
(Tuesday in lieu of Mon) 
12 – Department School of 
InstrucƟon, VFW Post 4809, 09:00 

Contact the Post Quartermaster: 
Jake Peters 

Post2894qm@proton.me 
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The Korean Axe Murders and Ties to Post 2894 
 

The Korean Axe Murders incident refers to an international incident on August 18, 1976, in the Korean 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), where U.S. Army Captain Arthur Bonifas and First Lieutenant Mark Barrett 
were killed by North Korean guards. Captain Bonifas was leading a routine tree-trimming operation when 
the confrontation escalated, resulting in their deaths. This event heightened tensions between the United 
States and North Korea and led to Operation Paul Bunyan, a massive show of force in response to the 
attack. 

August 1975 Korean DMZ:  In late 1975, Kim Moon-hwan and Arthur Bonifas, had both taken charge 
of the South Korean and U.S. military companies at the JSA, built a special friendship. The two became 
close like brothers due to commonalities such as graduating from their respective military academies, 
following elite military career paths, and having previously served in Vietnam. Kim Moon-hwan shared 
bulgogi, a Korean dish his wife made, with Bonifas whenever she visited. Bonifas, who wrote letters to 
his wife and children whenever he had time, never failed to mention “Kim next door.” 

The tragedy occurred: In August 1976, with his next assignment set for Georgia, U.S., Bonifas was 
preparing to return home. On August 18, a week before his JSA company commander term ended, he 
encountered about 20 North Korean troops arriving in trucks while supervising the pruning of a poplar 
tree to secure visibility for a UN checkpoint. The North Korean troops attacked the UN forces mercilessly 
with steel clubs, shovels, and pickaxes. Bonifas fell after being struck by axes wielded by several North 
Korean soldiers. Kim Moon-hwan, who narrowly escaped the North Korean attack at the scene, loaded 
Bonifas into a jeep with his subordinates. Bonifas’s faint pulse stopped when they arrived at the medical 
station. Captain Mark Barrett also died after being beaten by North Korean troops. The incident led to the 
first DEFCON 3 (quasi-war) alert since the Korean War armistice, bringing the situation to the brink of 
conflict before it was narrowly resolved. The two young U.S. military officers departed on a journey from 
which they would never return. 

Fast forward to 2026: Captain Bonifas was the grandfather of Army SSG Andrew Arthur Bonifas . son 
in law of Post Members Brad and Becky Waters.  SSG Bonifas, his wife Aiden (Brad and Becky’s 
Daughter) and their son Everett Arthur Bonifas attended our Post 2894 Open House 18 July enroute to 
their next assignment at Ft Lenoard Wood, MO as a Drill Instructor.    The family was invited by the 
Korean government to return for the 50th anniversary of Captain Bonifas’ murder.  SSG Boinfas had just 
began drill instructor school and believing in duty first, opted to not go to Korea.  However, Beth Bonifas, 
Captain Bonifas second daughter, Beth (her daughter in law and Waters daughter) along with 3 year old 
Everett (Bonifas and Waters Grandchild plus the Great Grandson of CPT Bonifas made the trip to Korea. 
Post 2894 assissted the Bonifas family with a $500 check. 

Arrival in Korea:  At 4:30 a.m. on 13 August in the arrivals hall of Terminal 1 at Incheon International 
Airport, the Bonifas family arrived. The eyes of an old Korean soldier who had been waiting anxiously 
for nearly an hour widened. “Come here, this way,” he shouted. A woman leading a group who had just 
arrived from San Francisco, California, and passed through immigration ran toward him and embraced 
him warmly. Beth Bonifas, 57 years old. She is the eldest daughter of U.S. Army Major Arthur Bonifas 
(then a captain, 33 years old at the time of the incident), the U.S. military company commander of the 
United Nations Command Joint Security Area (JSA) security battalion who was killed in the “inter-
Korean truce village of Panmunjom Axe Murder Incident” on August 18, 1976, 50 years ago. When Beth 
introduced her daughter-in-law Aiden, who accompanied her, and her 3-year-old grandson Everett cradled 
in Aiden’s arms, the old soldier’s expression lit up. Megan Decour, 53 years old, Bonifas’s second 
daughter, and her children Brady, 18, and Dylan, 16, also joined. The quiet early morning arrivals hall 
became lively as the six people handed flower bouquets to the old soldier. 

The Korean Axe Murders and Ties to Post 2894 
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In the photo above, Three generations of Bonifas’s family, from his daughters to his great-grandson, 
stepped onto Korean soil together. The old soldier who came to the airport in the early morning was Kim 
Moon-hwan, 79 years old, a retired South Korean Army major who was the South Korean military 
company commander at the inter-Korean truce village of Panmunjom JSA during the Axe Murder 
Incident. He fought against North Korean troops at the time and was a comrade-in-arms who stayed by 
Bonifas’s side until his last breath. After a brief rest, he returned to Incheon Airport in the afternoon to 
pick up Stacey Adams, 50 years old, the niece of Mark Barrett, a U.S. Army captain (then a first 
lieutenant, 25 years old) who was another victim of the Axe Murder Incident, and her daughter Karina, 24 
years old. 

Panmunjom Ceremony: The scene of the inter-Korean truce village of Panmunjom Axe Murder 
Incident memorial ceremony, which has been held modestly and solemnly with unit members at the JSA 
every August 18, will change this year. For the 50th anniversary of the incident, the families of the two 
fallen U.S. military officers have gathered in one place for the first time. They were invited as guests of 
honor to the 50th-anniversary memorial ceremony hosted by the U.S. Forces Korea and the United 
Nations Command at the inter-Korean truce village of Panmunjom on the 18th, where they are scheduled 

A ceremony marking the 50th 
anniversary of the 1976 
Panmunjom axe murder, in 
which North Korean soldiers 
aƩacked and killed two US 
Army officers, is held Tuesday 
at Park Gym in the Joint 
Security Area in Gyeonggi 
Province. Portraits of Maj. 
Arthur Bonifas and 1st Lt. Mark 
BarreƩ are displayed in front of 
memorial flowers alongside 
their combat boots and 
helmets. (Joint Press Corps) 
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to speak on the podium. Retired Major Kim Moon-hwan took the lead in preparing the 50th-anniversary 
visit schedule for the families. The Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs also supported part of the 
travel expenses. 

Beth, the eldest daughter of Major Bonifas, was visiting Korea for the fourth time, following visits in 
1978, 1986, and 2015. After serving as a nursing officer and working as a pediatric nurse, she said, 
“Visiting the land my father protected and finding his traces with my children is a happy thing, and it’s 
meaningful to see the changing scenery every time I come.” “The inter-Korean truce village of 
Panmunjom and the JSA remain the same as before, but Korea’s scenery has changed tremendously and 
in a developing direction.” 

Returning from the Panmunjon ceremony:  Megan, the second daughter of Major Bonifas, 
did not close her eyes once during the bus ride back to a hotel in Seoul. She said, “I also came 
to Korea during the 10th-anniversary memorial ceremony in 1986 when the U.S. military 
base in the Demilitarized Zone was named ‘Camp Bonifas’ after my father. I was 13 then and 
only remember the solemn atmosphere, not the surrounding scenery at all.” “This time, I want 
to keep all the scenery of Korea in my mind until I leave the country.” Brady and Dylan, 
Megan’s children, enjoyed instant noodles at a convenience store and said, “We’ve solved our 
first meal we’ve been wanting to eat in Korea.” Karina, the granddaughter of Barrett’s niece, 
laughed and said, “I’m about to start raiding Korean convenience stores in earnest.” 

Aiden, the daughter-in-law of Bonifas, who was comforting her crying 3-year-old son, 
answered “100%!” when asked, “Do you want this child to become a soldier like his great-
grandfather and father when he grows up?” Retired Major Kim Moon-hwan said, “Seeing the 
families enjoy their trip to Korea 50 years later, Major Bonifas and Captain Barrett must be 
watching with delight from heaven.” (Credit to the Korean Chosun Daily Newspaper) 

Post 2894 Commander Note: I attended the Ft Sill Field Artillery Basic Officer course 
in Jul y 1976 as a brand new 2LT. During the six months I was there this event 
occurred. We were on the brink of returning to hostilities with North Korea. (The war 
never ended, only the Panmujom Unitied Nations Truce.  We would go to the range 
for Forward Observer training to call in targets. The instructor would call 
out..."North Korean axe men in the open! Your target is..." Then we would call in artillery.  

 

 

EvereƩ Arthur Bonifas 
Great Grandson of CPT 
Arthur Bonifas at 
Panmujom Ceremony. 

Photo 1: Diorama of the Axe Murder at Panmunjom, Joint Security Area 
Photo 2: Beth Bonifas, Aiden (Waters) Bonifas and EvereƩ Bonifas  
Photo 3: EvereƩ inside the Joint Security Area building 
Photo 4: Plaque commemoraƟng CPT Bonidas LT BarreƩ at the Joint Security Area  
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