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On February 4°, 1986, four unarmed and peaceful Sikh
students: Ravinder Singh, Baldhir Sing, Jhilman Sing and
Harminder Sing, were murdered by State Police in Punjab,
India. This was a unprovoked and senseless act done while
they were Protesting the desecration of Sikh Scripture.

As the State Assemblymember for the 13" District of
California, I stand in solidarity with the Sikh families of the
Victims of the Nakodar incident in their pursuit of justice as
they continue to build support across the world.

Sincerely,

At Vstogd

Carlos Villapudua
Assemblymember
13" District of California



SAKA NAKODAR DAY

WHEREAS on February 4, 1986 four unarmed and peaceful Sikh students, namely
Ravinder Singh, Baldhir Singh, Jhilman Singh, and Harminder Singh were killed by State Police
in Punjab, India in an unprovoked firing while participating in protest against the desecration
of Sikh scripture “Sri Guru Granth Sahib” considered by all Sikhs to be the final, supreme and
living guru after the lineage of 10 Sikh Gurus; and

WHEREAS the State authorities violated the Freedom of peaceful assembly which is
endorsed by article 20 of U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 21 of U.N.
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and article 5 of UN Declaration on Human
Rights Defenders; and

WHEREAS the dead bodies were secretly disposed to conceal this extra judicial
killing; and

WHEREAS the State Government constituted a Commission of Judicial inquiry headed
by a renowned jurist on this incident of extra Judicial killings. The Justice Gurnam Singh
Commission of Inquiry submitted its report to the state government on 31 October 1986 but
the government failed to place and discuss the report, along with the mandatory Action Taken
Report, in the state assembly within six months of submission; and

WHEREAS the state obscured the relevant parts of the Judicial commission inquiry
report and took no action on the report and not even a single perpetrator has been brought
to justice to date; and

WHEREAS Victims' families have been fighting for truth, justice, accountability and
closure for over 35 years; and

WHEREAS this incident has now also received international attention as Dr. Igtidar
Cheema, Member of United Nations Global steering committee of OSAPG, has raised it on
various international forums; and

WHEREAS I have always been an advocate for the democratic and human rights of
all people.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as the Mayor of the City of Lathrop, I declare
as follows:
The City of Lathrop stands in solidanty and empathy with the Sikh families of the victims of
the Nakodar incident in their pursuit of justice as they continue to build worldwide support.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Sonny Dhaliwal, Mayor of Lathrop, do hereby proclaim February
4, 2021 as SAKA NAKODAR DAY in the City of Lathrop.
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MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF STOCKTON

YSroclarmation

WHEREAS, On Fobruary 4, 1984, four unarmed aed peocelul Sik students, namely
Ravindor Singh, Bakdtir Singh, Jnilman Singh, and Harmindar Singh,
ware kiad by State Policy In Punjet, india, in an unpravoked firing while
participating In (he prolest ngans! the desecration of Sikh sonplure "Sn
Guru Granth Sahib® considarnd by all Sikhe 10 be the final, supearme and
Siving gury aftar 1he lineasge of 10 Gh Gurus, and,

WHEREAS, Tho Statet authorties vwolated the Freedom of Faaceful Assembily which
s ondorsod by aricky 20 of U N. Undvarsal Decliration of Humaen Rights
Article, 21 0f U.N, Intermatianal Cavenant o Civil and Political fights and
article 5of UN. Daclaration of Human Rights Defendans; and,

WHEREAS, The bodies of Ravindor Singh, Balghic Singh, Jadman Singh, and
Harminder Singh ware secrolly disposad 1o concenl Biir ortoausiclal
Rilling: and,

WHEREAS, Tho State Governmaen! constituled 8 Cammisson of Judiclal inguiry
fyeuced by & renownod jurist on this incident of extrafudicial kiWngs. The
Justice Gumam Singh Commission of Inquiry submitied its raport 1o tha
stata gavernment on 31 Oclobar 1988, bt the governmant falled 1o place
and discuss the repar, along wifti the mandatory Action Taken Raport
in the State Assembly within six monihs of submission, and,

WHEREAS, The Stale obscured the relevant parts of the Judkcial Commigsion inguicy
repon and 100k no aclion.  Nol & single parpetator as been broyght o
justica; and,

WHEREAS,  The victims' famiies have been fightng for fruth, Justica, Accourtabaty,
and closura for over 35 years; and,

WHEREAS, This incident has now received intemational attention as Dr, iqlidar
Cheama, Member of the United Nations Global sfesring commitige of
OSAPG, has raised ® on the various infarmationai forum; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Siockton stands in sclidarity. and empathy with the Sikh
families of the victims of the Nakodar Incidant in their pursuill of justion a4
they conbinge 1o buld workdwise suppor,

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Kavin J. Lincoin I, Mayor of the City of Stockion, and members of
e Sitockion City Council, do hereby prociaim February 4, 2021,

SAKA NAKODAR DAY

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereby st our hands and caused the seal of the City
of Stockion to be affixed this 4™ day of February, Two-Thousand-Twenty-Ona.

AN A
Wayor Kevin. Lincoin

Councilmem% Sol Jobrack Councilmember &nrﬁ R. Wright
Land tangee. M_Ll_ia‘%
Councilmember Paul Canepa Councilmember Susan H, ¥enz

O o/ o= A
Councilmember Christind:Fugazi Councilmember Kimberly Warmsley




Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, DC 20515
Feb 17, 2021

Mr. Baldev Singh Littran
¢/o City of Santa Clara
1500 Warburton Ave.
Santa Clara, CA 95050

Dear Mr. Littran:

I write to you today in solemn remembrance of the four unarmed Sikh students killed by State
police on February 4, 1986, in Nakodar, Punjab, India. Sadly, Ravinder Singh, Baldhir Singh
Multani, Jhilman Singh and Harminder Singh were killed while peacefully protesting the
desecration of Sikh scripture. These killings were unconscionable, and we must never forget
their sacrifice.

This issue is especially important to me because support for peaceful protest and human rights
runs in my family. My grandfather was a freedom fighter in Gandhi’s independence movement
in India. He was jailed three times while organizing for human rights and he inspired me to
dedicate my life to public service.

As a member of the Committee on Armed Services, I will vigorously advocate for human rights
at home and abroad.

Ko Bl

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress



Stani ‘ BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Mani Grewal, County Supervisor

District 4

1010 10th Street, Suite 6500

Modesto, CA 95354

n Phone: 209-525-4445 Fax 209-525-4410

/

February 3, 2021

On February 4, 1986 four unarmed and peaceful Sikh students named Ravinder
Singh, Baldhir Singh, Jhilman Singh and Harminder Singh were killed by State
Police in Punjab, India. This was an unprovoked firing while participating in protest
against the desecration of Sikh scripture “Sri Guru Granth Sahib” considered by all
Sikhs to be the final, supreme and living Guru after the lineage of 10 Sikh Gurus.

As Supervisor, | stand in solidarity and empathy with the Sikh families of the victims
of the Nakodar incident in their pursuit of justice as they continue to build worldwide

support.

Sincerely,
Vath Ao’

Supervisor Mani Grewal
Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors
District 4



RULES COMMITTEE AGENDA: 2/10/2021
ITEM: G.1.b

v &
SAN JOSE Memorandum

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND FROM: Councilmember Sylvia Arenas
CITY COUNCIL District 8
SUBJECT: SEE BELOW DATE: February 4, 2021
APPROVED: Syluia rrenas 2|4|zozi

SUBJECT: RETROACTIVE APPROVAL OF SAKA NAKODAR INTERNATIONAL
GLOBAL AWARENESS DAY COMMUNITY EVENT SPONSORED BY
COUNCIL DISTRICT 8 AS A CITY COUNCIL SPONSORED SPECIAL
EVENT TO EXPEND CITY FUNDS AND ACCEPT DONATIONS OF
MATERIALS AND SERVICES FOR THE EVENT

RECOMMENDATION

1. Retroactively approve Saka Nakodar International Global Awareness Day on Thursday,
February 4, 2021 as a City Council sponsored Special Event and approve the expenditure of
funds.

2. Approve and accept donations from various individuals, businesses or community groups to
support the event.

3. Place the item on the Tuesday, February 23, 2021 Council Agenda for action.

BACKGROUND

On February 1, 2005, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 72517 which requires
Councilmembers to submit a memorandum to the Rules Committee regarding proposed City
Council sponsored Special Events and the proposed use of any funds.

Saka Nakodar International Global Awareness Day is recognized on February 4, 2021 and
sponsored by Councilmember Arenas. This special event aims to raise awareness about the
Nakodar incident on February 4, 1986 and honor the four unarmed Sikh students who were killed
by State Police in Punjab, India during a peaceful protest. Saka Nakodar International Global
Awareness Day is an international day to spread awareness to continue generational and
community healing for our Sikh American community in San Jose. District 8, home to the Sikh
Gurdwara Sahib, and the City of San José at large are deeply enriched by the Sikh community and
their generous hearts and commitment to human rights.



SAKA NAKODAR DAY - FEBRUARY 4

WHEREAS on February 4, 1986, four unarmed and peaceful Sikh students, namely
Ravinder Singh, Baldhir Singh, Jhilman Singh, and Harminder Singh were killed by State Police
in Punjab, India in an unprovoked firing while participating in protest against the desecration of
Sikh scripture “Sri Guru Granth Sahib” considered by all Sikhs to be the final, supreme and
living Guru after the lineage of 10 Sikh Gurus; and

WHEREAS State authorities violated the Freedom of Peaceful Assembly endorsed by Article
20 of U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 21 of U.N. International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and Article 5 of UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders; and

WHEREAS the dead bodies were secretly disposed to conceal this extra judicial killing; and

WHEREAS the State Government constituted a Commission of Judicial inquiry headed by a
renowned jurist on this incident of Extra-Judicial killings. The Justice Gurnam Singh Commission
submitted its report on October 31, 1986, the government failed to place and discuss the report,
with the mandatory Action Taken Report, within six months of submission; and

WHEREAS the state obscured the relevant parts of the Judicial commission inquiry report
and took no action and to date, not a single perpetrator has been brought to justice; and

WHEREAS the victims' familics have been fighting for over 35 years for truth, justice, and
accountability; and

WHEREAS this incident has now received international attention as Dr. Iqtidar Cheema,
Member of United Nations Global steering committee of OSAPG has raised it on varous
international forums; and

WHEREAS the City has always been an advocate for the democratic and human rights of all
people and stands in solidarity and empathy with the Sikh families of the victims.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the City Council of the City of Kerman hereby proclaims
February 4, as SAKA NAKODAR DAY.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Official Scal of the
City of Kerman to be affixed on this 24" day of February 20Z1.
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February 4, 2021

On February 4, 1986, four students were killed by India’s state security forces for participating in
a peaceful protest in the town of Nakodar in Punjab, India. These four young men: Ravinder Singh,
Baldhir Singh, Jihiman Singh, and Harminder Singh belonged to the All India Sikh Students
Federation and were peacefully protesting the desecration and destruction of the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib, the holy scripture of Sikhs.

Thirty-five years later, the families of the victims are still fighting for truth, justice, accountability,
and closure as they grapple with the harsh reality that the murderers were never brought to
justice, and that the bodies of their children were never returned to their families for a proper
burial.

As a member of the State Assembly for the 25™ District of California, | stand in solidarity with the
victims' families and the Sikh community as we remember February 4™ as Saka Nakodar Day in
honor of the students who peacefully protested the destruction of the Sikh scripture.

We must continue the fight to bring awareness to those who fight for equality and justice for all.

Sincerely,

M

Assemblymember Alex Lee, 25™ District



STATE CAPITOL COMMITTEES
PO BOX 042840 Asggmhlg CHAIR: LASOR AND EMPLOYMENT
SACHAMENTO. CA 94248-0027 AGING AND LONG-TERM CARE

=16) 182007 l.f - - la EDUCATION
FAX 916) 216212 California Legislature AOGARY
OIBTRICT OFFICE WATER PAIICE, AND WILDLIFE
300 PASEO DE SAN ANTONIO. SUITE 319 "
SAN JOSE. CA 95713 s A
(6OR) 777-220 SN
FAX (@08 277 1006

EaAn. ASH KALRA

Assormblymomter Kala @ asserthy 28 gov ASSEMALYMEMBER, TWENTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT

February 4, 2021

On February 4. 1986, four peaceful students, Ravinder Singh, Baldhir Singh, Jihlman Singh, and
Harminder Singh, were senselessly murdered by India’s state security forces for participating in a
peaceful protest in the town of Nakodar in Punjab, India. These four young men belonged to the
All India Sikh Students Federation and had gathered to protest the desecration and destruction of
the Sri Guru Granth Sahib, the holy scripture of Sikhs.

Thirty-five years later, the families of the victims continue to fight for truth, justice, accountability,
and closure as they grapple with the harsh reality that the murderers were never arrested or charged,
and that the bodies were never returned to the families for a proper burial.

As a member of the State Assembly for the 27" District of Califomia, | stand in solidarity with the
victims' families and the Sikh community as we remember February 4™ as Saka Nakodar Day in
honor of the students who peacefully protested the destruction of the Sikh scripture.

Let this be a reminder that we must continue to bring awareness to those who fight for equality,
truth, and justice.

Sincerely,

Al

ASH KALRA
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February 4, 2021

On February 4, 1986, four unarmed and peaceful Sikh students named Ravinder Singh,
Baldhir Singh, Jhilman Singh, Harminder Singh were killed by State Police in Punjab, India.
This was an unprovoked firing while participating in protest against desecration of Sikh
scriptures. “Sri Guru Granth Sahib” considered by all Sikhs to be the final, supreme and
living Guru after the lineage of 10 Sikh Gurus.

As San Joaquin County Supervisor, | stand in solidarity and empathize with the Sikh families

of the victims of the tragic Nakodar incident in their pursuit of justice as they continue to
build worldwide support.

Sincerely,

MIGUEL A. VILLAPUDUA
Supervisor, First District
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PROCLAMATION

Ravinder Singh, Baldhlr Singh, Jhilman Singh, and Harminder Singh were killed
by State Police in Punjab, India in an unprovoked firing while participating in
protest against the desecration of Sikh scripture “Sri Guru Granth Sahib”
considered by all Sikhs to be the final, supreme and living Guru after the lineage
of 10 Sikh Gurus; and

WHEREAS, the state authorities violated the Freedom of peaceful assembly which is
endorsed by Article 20 of U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article
21 of U.N. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Article 5 of
UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders; and

WHEREAS, the dead bodies were secretly disposed to conceal this extrajudicial killing; and

WHEREAS, the state government constituted a Commission of Judicial inquiry headed by a
renowned jurist on this incident. The Justice Gurnam Singh Commission of
Inquiry submitted its report to the state government on October 31, 1986, but
the government failed to place and discuss the report, along with the
mandatory Action Taken Report, in the state assembly within six months of
submission; and

WHEREAS, the state obscured the relevant parts of the judicial commission inquiry report
and took no action. Not a single perpetrator has been brought to justice to
date; and

WHEREAS, victims' families have been fighting for truth, justice, accountability and
closure for over 35 years; and

WHEREAS, this incident has now also received international attention as Dr. Igtidar
Cheema, Member of United Nations Global steering committee of OSAPG, has
raised it on various international forums; and

WHEREAS, the City of Milpitas has always been an advocate for the democratic and
human rights of all people and stands in solidarity and empathy with the Sikh
families of the victims of the Nakodar incident in their pursuit of justice as
they continue to build worldwide support.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Rich Tran, Mayor of the City of Milpitas and on behalf of the
City Council, do hereby proclaim February 4, 2021 as

SAKA NAKODAR DAY

PROCLAIMED this 4th day of February 2021
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February 4, 2021

Mr. Baldev Singh Littran
c/o City of Santa Clara
1500 Warburton Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 95050

On February 4, 1986, four unarmed, peaceful members of the All India Sikh Student Federation
(AISSF), Ravinder Singh, Baldhir Singh, Jhilman Singh, and Harminder Singh, were killed by
State police in Nakodar, Punjab, India while peacefully protesting the desecration of Sikh
scripture “Sri Guru Granth Sahib.”

The City of Santa Clara takes great pride in our diverse population and welcomes those from
different nationalities, backgrounds, and cultures. As Mayor, I stand in solidarity and empathy
with the victims’ families as they fight for truth, justice, accountability and closure of this
unprovoked attack.

Sincerely,

%« w AM
Lisa M. Gillmor
Mayor

Clty of Santa Clara






