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There are those who believe that all of the issues we face in education are at some level critical. Though we 
do not entirely disagree, we think some are in more urgent need of our attention than others. In this issue of the 
Journal, four articles have been selected that meet this criterion. In addition, we paid tribute to our colleague, 
Dr. Brett Nelson. 

Supporting student work is an important priority in the university. The first article is student research sup-
ported by university faculty and an exemplar of this type of collaboration. Dr. Sue Singh, supported by Dr Ayako 
Schweikle, Dr. Debra Cote, and CSUSB college Dr. Shannon Sparks, investigated the use of positive reinforcement 
in behavior management. The ongoing issue of classroom management has been addressed with findings that 
provide guidance to support the effective implementation of Positive Behavioral interventions and Supports 
(PBIS).

Drs. Welborn and Flores examine the important issue of culturally proficient educational practice. The ex-
tent to which this conceptual framework is used by principals represents an important element of our efforts to 
promote equity in educational access and outcomes. The utility of this framework for principals is a necessary 
component of school improvement. 

CSUSB faculty, Drs. Lorraine Hedtke (Department of Special Education, Rehabilitation and Counseling) and 
Arianna Huhn (Department of Anthropology) report on INTO LIGHT, a project that created a venue to rescue the 
living stories of those who died of drug overdose. This exhibit hosted by California State University’s Anthro-
pology museum put a human face on substance abuse as a method to erase the sigma and shame that often 
accompanies this disorder. This partnership is a hopeful sign of progress and the benefit of bringing this issue 
INTO LIGHT. 

Dr. Ruby Lin considers issues affecting first-generation college students. Absent a family tradition, many of 
these students are considered more vulnerable and in need of alternative support systems. This became increas-
ingly apparent during the COVID shutdowns and what was might be learned from that experience has implica-
tions for how these students can be successful. A model of this type of support is examined.

And finally, we pay tribute to our colleague, Dr. Brett Nelson, Professor of Education in the CSUSB School 
Psychology Program, who passed away on October 11, 2023. The memoriam was written by Dr. Shane Jimerson, 
faculty at UC Santa Barbara, and captures the esteem in which Dr. Nelson was held and the importance of his 
professional contributions. We have reprinted Dr. Jimerson’s remarks in its entirety.

Editorial Board Members
•	 Lasisi Ajayi
•	 Eun-ok Baek
•	 Ayanna Balogun
•	 Lisa Bartle 
•	 Carmen Beck

•	 Jay Fiene
•	 Michael Gillespie
•	 Lorraine Hedtke
•	 Joseph Jesunathadas
•	 Susan Jindra

•	 Hannah Kivalahula-Uddin
•	 Risa Lumley
•	 Jacquelyn Romano
•	 Donna Schnorr
•	 Daniel Stewart
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